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First Name Middle Initial Last Name Suffix
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City State Postal Code

Primary Phone

City of Beverly Hills Boards & Commissions

Profile

Mailing Address (optional)

Work Phone

Cell Phone

Which Boards would you like to apply for?

Public Works Commission: Submitted

Question applies to multiple boards

How long have you resided in Beverly Hills? __________ (Applicant must be a resident of the
City for a minimum of two years prior to filing an application, and if selected, remain a
resident to serve.)

2.4 years

Question applies to multiple boards

Occupation:

Real Estate Developer

Question applies to multiple boards

Have you ever been a paid lobbyist/legislative advocate? If so, when and before which
Commission(s)?:

No

Samuel D Dunham

Beverly Hills CA 90212

Mobile: 

Samuel D Dunham



Question applies to multiple boards

Have you ever applied to the Team Beverly Hills Program?

No, it has largely been postponed while I've been a resident.

Question applies to multiple boards

Are you a member or alumnus of the Team Beverly Hills Program?

No

Question applies to multiple boards

Have you applied previously for a Commission appointment? If so, which Commission(s)?

No

How long have you resided in Beverly Hills?

2.4 years

Question applies to Public Works Commission

Have you served on a prior commission? If so, which commission(s)?

No

Question applies to Public Works Commission

1. Please list community activities you are presently involved in and activities in which you
have participated in the past (including years of service).

I'm a member of the Beverly Hills Chamber of Commerce and participated in LA marathon volunteering
and Crete Academy in Crenshaw.

Samuel D Dunham



Question applies to Public Works Commission

2. Why do you wish to be a member of the Public Works Commission? (Specifically, why
have you chosen this form of community service over the many other avenues of community
service available in our community?)

I genuinely care about public service, and I believe the Public Works Commission would be the best way
to volunteer my skills, education and time in hopes of making our home a better place. Public Works
projects have (literally) paved the way forward so that citizens, visitors and the local economy can
prosper. I view this opportunity as a way to serve, learn and contribute in a way that I might be especially
suited.

Question applies to Public Works Commission

3. Please describe any technical expertise (e.g. utilities, engineering, construction, water,
solid waste, environmental sustainability) or other background information that might be
useful to you as a Public Works Commissioner (e.g. education, business or personal).

I work for a local real estate developer that focuses on projects in West Adams, more typically, out of state
projects. In my professional life, I have experience creating or improve existing spaces in the built
environment. Having built nearly a million square feet of real estate in Southern California, I have seen
first-hand both the cooperation and conflict that can arise between the public and the private sector,
especially as it relates to the distribution of resources. I understand how to manage consultants, read
detailed reports and plans and hope to help support the mission or objectives of the Commission. My
undergraduate degree is in Political Science with an emphasis in environmental studies. I obtained a
graduate degree from Cornell University's Hotel School in 2019. During my two years at Cornell, my
coursework consisted of graduate level course work across several disciplines such as city and regional
planning, architecture, engineering, Cornell law school and environmental sustainability. I have an aptitude
for conducting in depth research, working well with others and can contribute to a team with
professionalism and without ego.

Question applies to Public Works Commission

4. Have you attended one or more full Public Works Commission meetings within the last 12
months? (in-person or virtually) If so, please comment on your experience.

I have not, I typically record Public Works Commission meetings (and other Commission meetings) on my
DVR to watch later. I first gained interest the Public Works Commission by watching a discussion about
capital improvement projects with Director Epstein and other commission members.

Question applies to Public Works Commission

5. How much time do you envision is required for Public Works Commission meetings and
activities? What other commitments might cause conflicts in your scheduling of
Commission meetings/activities or conferences?

I expect the Public Works Commission to require a significant amount of time. My employer affords me a
fairly flexible schedule because I am able to manage my time well. I expect to have no real conflict toward
devoting several hours a week, with a few late nights, and early mornings or weekends of service.

Question applies to Public Works Commission

6. What do you see as the major public works issue(s) currently facing the City of Beverly
Hills?

The City of Beverly Hills will have challenges unique only to it, because of its prominence and the
expectations of its residents. However, it's the common issues that many cities face, like aging
infrastructure, water usage, evolving transportation systems, health and safety issues, or even how the
city deals with an aging population, that matter just as much. I would say, these are all major public works
issues.
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Question applies to Public Works Commission

7. What is your view of the balance between public necessity/community benefit versus
rights of the individual property owner/customer?

Individual rights don't need to be sacrificed for the greater good any more than the public good needs to
be sacrificed by individual rights. I think clear and open communication with stakeholders can insure
neither are arbitrarily nor unfairly suppressed. Both groups have rights and privileges as well as
responsibilities to each other that (thankfully) are spelled out in legal documents, ordinances, etc. that
govern these interactions but where they do not, I hope equitable, sound and transparent judgements are
made.

Question applies to Public Works Commission

8. How would you describe the appropriate relationship between Commissioners and the
business owners, property owners and Utility customers? Would you find it difficult to vote
against a friend?

I think the relationship should be transparent, professional and without prejudice. Commissioners serve
the interests of the community and should strive to listen to their stakeholders. Finding a balance that
does the greatest good, upholds integrity, solves stakeholder problems and makes the community better
should be where the relationship starts and finishes. I would not find it difficult to vote against a friend, I
have voted against friends that weren't the best option and would do it again.

Question applies to Public Works Commission

Completed applications may be emailed to CityClerk@beverlyhills.org or returned to the City Clerk’s
Office at 455 North Rexford Drive, Suite 290, Beverly Hills, California 902l0.  If you have any
questions, please contact the City Clerk at telephone number 310.285.2400. Thank you.

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE

In order that we may preserve the integrity of the application and interview process, please
direct all inquiries to the City Clerk, City Manager or the Director of Public Works.  Please
DO NOT contact the City Councilmembers or the members of the Public Works Commission
regarding the Public Works Commission vacancies. 

Serving on the Beverly Hills Public Works Commission

The Public Works Commission is one of twelve (12) Commissions appointed by the City Council to
carry out a variety of delegated functions.  The City Manager, department heads and other City staff
who work for the City Council provide staff support to the Commissions.  The Public Works Services
Department provides primary staff support to the Public Works Commission and Traffic and Parking
Commission although depending on the issues, other departments provide support as well.  The
Public Works Services Department also, as with other departments, provides support to other
Commissions and to the City Council.

The Public Works Commission is a five-member body which works closely with the Director of
Public Works.  In accordance with a new City Council policy, the new Public Works Commissioner
will be appointed to an initial two-year term of office.  Upon successful completion of two years,
incumbent Commissioners will be eligible for a four-year reappointment (for a total of six years on
the Public Works Commission). Commissioners generally serve until their replacements are
appointed. 

An application form for appointment to the Public Works Commission may be obtained in the City
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Clerk's office in Room 290 of City Hall or by calling 310.285.2400.  It is recommended that those
seeking appointment attend a few Public Works Commission meetings to familiarize themselves
with some of the current issues and to see how the meetings are conducted.  When there is an
anticipated vacancy, the City Council announces the upcoming vacancy and invites interested
persons to submit application forms.  All applicants will be interviewed by a subcommittee of both
the City Council and Public Works Commission (two members of each).  Following these interviews,
the subcommittee will recommend the names of top candidates to the full City Council.  City
Councilmembers may then conduct further interviews before they make a final selection at a formal
City Council meeting. The City Clerk swears in new Public Works Commissioners sometime before
their first meeting, generally immediately prior to their first meeting. 

Legal Authorities and Responsibilities

The Beverly Hills Municipal Code sets out the areas over which the Public Works Commission has
authority to act as an advisory to the City Council.  The Commission is responsible for
recommending policies on matters which relate to public works facilities, infrastructure and
programs.  The Commission is also responsible to advise and make recommendations to the
Director of Public Works or other staff on the planning, evaluation and delivery of public works
systems and programs, such as water, wastewater, storm drain, street lighting, refuse management
and other infrastructure systems. The Public Works Commission also l acts in an advisory capacity
concerning public outreach programs relating to the above systems including, but not limited to,
water conservation, refuse recycling, graffiti removal, and other such programs.  Other duties
performed by the Public Works Commission include the provision of recommendations on proposed
utility rate structure changes, advising the City Council and staff regarding Capital Improvement
Program budgetary items relating to Public Works improvements, assistance in communicating with
the community concerning public works programs, and other duties relating to public works matters
as may be referred to by the City Council, the Director of Public Works, or their representatives.

Operation, Staffing and Time Commitment

The Public Works Commission meets the second Thursday of each month with additional meetings
on other days at such times as may be designated for special, adjourned, subcommittee, or joint
meetings.  Meetings follow an agenda.  During meetings the Commission provides guidance to staff
regarding formal recommendations for City Council consideration and receives information
pertinent to Public Works.  Meetings are held in Room 280-A of the City Council Chambers at
Beverly Hills City Hall and generally begin at 8:00 a.m. and end before or by noon.  The meetings
are conducted by the Chair, or in his/her absence, the Vice-Chair. The Chair and Vice-Chair
positions are rotated annually among Commisisoners. From time to time, the Chair may appoint two
Commissioners to serve on ad-hoc committees. These committees study particular issues and
make recommendations to the full Commission.    The Chair or Vice-Chair represent the
Commission on occasions where a Commission recommendation is appealed to the City Council,

By the Friday before each meeting, the Commissioners receive an agenda packet which includes
staff reports and supporting documentation.  Depending on the length and complexity of the
agenda, Commissioners can expect to spend between three to eight hours reviewing the material in
advance of the meeting.

The presence of at least three Commissioners constitutes a quorum and is required to conduct a
meeting and make formal recommendations.  The Commission must conduct its meetings and
formulate its decisions in accordance with its own set of operating rules, and with State law ("Brown
Act") which requires all meetings to be open to the public. Commission meetings are televised and
replayed on Beverly Hills TV.  Minutes of the meetings are taken by a staff recording secretary and
provided in summary at the next monthly meeting

State law requires compliance with conflict of interest requirements which involve filing a financial
disclosure form with the City Clerk which is available to the public to inspect.  Interested persons
may contact the City Clerk's office to inspect a sample report.  Commissioners may not deliberate or
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participate in any case in which the Commissioner has an interest.  The City Attorney's Office,
which also provides staff support to the Commission, can provide guidance to individual
Commissioners who may have questions on a case-by-case basis.  Commissioners will find that
interested parties to an application (both pro and con) will attempt to engage them in conversation
about a pending case; it is nevertheless important for Commissioners to maintain an impartial
distance from those interested in issues coming before the Commission and must maintain this
impartiality, sometimes in the context of impassioned pleas from their fellow residents, business
colleagues, friends and acquaintances.

Helpful skills for Commissioners to have include but are not limited to the following: technical
expertise relating to utilities, engineering, construction, water, and solid waste; ability to retain and
apply complex state and local Municipal Code regulations to specific defined circumstances; ability
to explain the sound general principles supporting recommendations; a good working knowledge of
the City (physical, economic and demographic); ability to make tough and possibly unpopular
recommendations based on the merits of the alternatives; and an interest in public works issues.

 

 

7. How would you describe the appropriate relationship amongst the Commissioners and
between the Commission and community service organizations using recreation/park
facilities? Would you find it difficult to vote in opposition to someone you know?

Commissioners and community service organizations should all hold each other to a high standard that is
befitting of their roles and responsibilities. I think striving for integrity, impartiality and carefully following
civil procedure should help guide these cross-organizational relationships. I don't find it difficult to vote in
opposition of someone I know. Facts and the weight of information should guide the decision not personal
relationships.
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