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City Hall Room 280-A 
455 N. Rexford Drive 

Beverly Hills, CA 90210 
 

SYNOPSIS 
 

FINE ART COMMISSION 
SPECIAL MEETING 

August 21, 2014 
2:30 PM 

 

The meeting was called to order at 2:35 P.M.  

 

ROLL CALL 

Commissioners Present: Hiller, Chalom, Kaye, Vice Chair Potter, Chair Pressman 

Absent:  none 

Staff: N. Hunt-Coffey, B. Meyerowitz, P. Acuna, L. Foraker 

 

1. COMMISSION MINUTES 
The Minutes of July 17, 2014, Regular Meeting were approved as amended 
 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE AUDIENCE 

 none 

 
2. REPORT BY FINE ART COMMISSION STAFF (Nancy Hunt-Coffey,  Brad 

Meyerowitz, Patty Acuna, and Lois Foraker)   
 

A. Fine Art Fund is reported at $ 2,162,993.00 

B. The Zwirner Gallery, representing Carol Bove, has been in 
communication with the artist and the fabricator of the glyph, IO, and it 
has been determined that a warranty on the fabricator’s work will not be 
forthcoming.  The proposed acquisition will be presented to City Council 
on September 2, and if they feel comfortable approving the purchase of 
the piece without the warranty, the Fine Art Commission will proceed.   

C. The Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts was due to present to the 
Fine Art Commission on their obligation, but it was discovered there is a 
possibility the obligation is not valid due to the fact that their building is 
public property, owned by the City, ergo negating the necessity for the 
obligation.  There is mention of the Fine Art Obligation in their lease 
agreement with the City; that is being looked into and will be adjusted to 
bring the lease into compliance with zoning laws. 

D. The Fine Art Commission adjusted the contract with Rosa Lowinger’s 
restoration company to exist on a fiscal  year track.  That transition has 



2 

 

occurred, and the new contract is in place.  The sandblasting of the piece 
is scheduled for early September after which time the engineer will be 
able to determine the extent of repairs necessary to make it safe and 
sturdy enough to re-install in its proposed location, the new planter area 
on the Police Dept. side of the entrance to the Civic Center Parking 
structure. 

E. City Council is proceeding to standardize operational protocols among all 
Commissions; the final discussion is scheduled for September 23.  
Unclear is how the new rules will effect currently seated Commissioners.  
Commissioner Chalom’s term is scheduled to terminate at the end of 
December 2014, after which her replacement, Michael Smooke will be 
seated. That timeline could change with the 9-23-14 discussion.   

F. Staff presented a spreadsheet with information garnered by 
Commissioner Hiller and Chair Pressman regarding the Developer 
chosen FAO artwork around the City.  The pieces that were discovered to 
be missing have been noted and steps are being taken to rectify each 
situation.   

G. The lights installed to illuminate Erratic in Beverly Gardens Park need to 
be refocused.  This will involve a City employee doing the work after dark 
in a cherry picker truck.  To avoid having to pay someone overtime 
waiting till dark falls, staff will wait to schedule the refocusing until later in 
the year when we have fewer hours of full sun.   

H. The Commission and staff are reminded of the tour of a private art 
collection they’ve been invited to attend on September 10 from 10:00 am 
to 12:30 pm.  Meet at City Hall at 10:00 am, leave via bus at 10:30 am.   

I. The minutes of the most recent Mayor’s Cabinet meeting are included. 

 

 Other Items 

CONTINUED AND NEW BUSINESS 

 

3. PRESENTATION BY CITY STAFF REGARDING CODE ENFORCEMENT PROCESS 

Nestor Otazu, Manager of Beverly Hills Code Enforcement officers, presented an 
overview of how the caseload is divided up between his team, what kind of cases garner 
which treatment and the various protocols available to the code enforcement team in 
dealing with compliance issues.   

 

4. PRESENTATION BY DIRECTOR OF ADMIN SERVICES REGARDING FA FUND 

Don Rhoads, Director of Administrative Services, presented an overview of the various 
financial statements that relate to the deposits into and payments out of the Fine Art 
Fund.  The fund balances proved difficult to fully track in the old system, but with the 
transition into the new financial system and thanks to Commissioner Kaye’s persistence 
the balances in the revenue column of the Fund are more clearly defined.   With the 
development of more dependable communication between the City organizations that 
perform various functions involving the Fine Art program, in the future the transparency 
of the Fund will be easier to track, and maintain. 
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5. 2014 BIENNIAL CONFLICT OF INTEREST- FORM 700 

The Commission was presented with the conflict of interest code.  The Commissioners 
did not wish to make any changes. 
 

MOTION:   Vice Chair Potter moved to accept the 2014 Biennial Conflict of 
Interest – Form 700 as is, with no changes.  Commissioner Chalom seconded 
the motion. 

 AYES:  Commissioners Hiller, Kaye, Chair Pressman 
 NOES: none 
 CARRIED: 5/0 

 
6. PRIORITY SETTING EXERCISE 
  

The Commission discussed the various artists presented by the Commissioners as 
artists of interest to explore during the year.  Each was discussed in depth, and 3 artists 
emerged as being of particular interest:  Tony Cragg, William Kentridge, and Jennifer 
Steinkamp.  Tony Cragg works in bronze, Kentridge works in painted steel and 
Steinkamp creates sculptural pieces with lights.  The Commissioners will confer with the 
Galleries to see what pieces are available, what price range the pieces are in, photos of 
the available pieces, etc. and bring that information to the next Fine Art Commission 
meeting for further discussion. 

  
Local artist, Marlene Louchheim, proposed to donate her artwork to the City.  The 
Commissioners discussed the proposed donation and determined it is important to 
approach proposed donations to the City Collection with the same criteria as is applied 
to acquisitions. 

  
.  MOTION:  Commissioner Hiller moved that we do not accept the Marlene Louchheim 

pieces because they do not meet the requirements of the Fine Art Ordinance.  Vice 
Chair Potter seconded the motion 

 AYES:  Commissioner Chalom, Kaye and Chair Pressman 
 NOES:  none 
 CARRIED: 5/0 
 
7. UPDATE ON FINE ART ORDINANCE 
  

Staff presented the Commissioners with the most recent version of the Ordinance that 
the City Attorney adapted following the most recent input by the Commission and city 
staff.   
The Commissioners pinpointed some questions for the City Attorney as to their 
reasoning behind some of the changes,  and interpretations of other passages.  Being 
that the presentation of the Ordinance to City Council has been postponed to September 
23, the Commission is taking the opportunity to fine tune the Ordinance further.   

 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:58 PM. 

 


