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           Room 280-A 
     455 N. Rexford Drive 
     Beverly Hills, CA 90210 
 

MINUTES 
 

FINE ART COMMISSION 
SPECIAL MEETING 
September 17, 2013 

      4:00 PM 
 

The meeting was called to order at 4:05 P.M.  

ROLL CALL 

Commissioners Present: Smooke, Friedman, Potter, Vice Chair Pressman,  
Absent:  Commissioner Chair Chalom 
Staff: N. Hunt-Coffey, B. Meyerowitz, P. Acuna, L. Foraker 

 

 ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE AUDIENCE 

      None 

1. COMMISSION MINUTES 

 The Minutes of August 15, Regular Meeting, and August 15, Special Meeting 
were approved as amended. 
 

2.  REPORT BY FINE ART COMMISSION STAFF LIAISON (Nancy Hunt-Coffey, Brad 
 Meyerowitz, Patty Acuna, Lois Foraker) 

 Information only 

A. Fine Art Fund is reported at $790,392.13. 

B. The Agreement between the City and Tishman Speyer has been signed 
by Tishman Speyer’s signatory in New York, and after the appropriate 
City staff members have signed, the agreement will be presented to City 
Council for approval, after which ownership of Joan Brown’s Center 
Obelisk will transfer from the developer to the City of Beverly Hills. 

C. Valery Miranda, intern to the Fine Art Commission is taking a break from 
the project; we do not yet know her return date. 

D. Alan Kaye, provisionally selected as the new Fine Art Commissioner, was 
introduced from the floor.  His formal appointment will go before City 
Council on 9-24-13 before his first official Commission meeting at which 
time he will be sworn in by the City Clerk, Byron Pope on October 29.  

E. Office of Emergency Management presented documents outlining steps 
to take in the creation of a personalized preparedness plan as suggested 
by the national “Resolve 2 B Ready” campaign.   

F. The Beverly Gardens restoration project is heavily involved with the 
reinstatement of the Lily Pond at the Crescent block.    

G. The jurisdiction between the Fine Art Commission and the Recreation and 
Parks Commission is still in the examination stage. 
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H. The owners of the 2 Rodeo complex removed the 2 columns that 
originally satisfied the Fine Art Obligation. At the Aug. 15, FAC meeting, 
the Commissioners voted to require that the pieces be restored at the 
site.  Senior City staff recommended that we consider an additional 
solution, attaching a valuation of the Columns, and giving the owners the 
option of contributing that amount to the Fine Art Fund. 

I. There was a report that the replacement light fixture in the Plensa was out 
again; it was a technical malfunction with the timer and transformer that 
controls power to the entire block.  Everything is working again. 

 Other Items 

None 

CONTINUED AND NEW BUSINESS 

 

3. PRESENTATION BY WILLIAM CROUCH OF THE CULTURAL HERITAGE   
  COMMISSION 

 Mr. Crouch presented an overview of the effort by the Cultural Heritage Commission to 
 codify Millard Sheets contribution to the City of Beverly Hills, by requesting that the body 
 of his work installed in Beverly Hills be accepted by the Local Register of Historical 
 Resources.  He also pointed out that there will be occasions where the efforts and 
 interests of the two Commissions will coincide, providing opportunity to work together.   
 

4. PRESENTATION OF PLANS FOR MILLARD SHEETS DEDICATION 

The Millard Sheets dedication will take place on November 2, 2013 at 2pm in front of the 
mural itself. A reception will follow at the Civic Center Plaza. JP Morgan has 
underwritten this event and it will be open to the community. There will be an exhibit of 
historical photographs of Millard Sheets murals, original paintings and a display case 
with small art pieces that Bill Ahmanson is lending for this exhibit.  
   

   

5. FOLLOW UP ON PRIORITY EXERCISE AND CONSIDERATION OF ARTWORK FOR                   
ACQUISITION 
Sandy Pressman presented for purchasing consideration an art piece called Prudence 
from artist of interest Carol Bove. Staff requested a written proposal from the art gallery. 
Sandy Pressman will explore installation options. 
 

 MOTION:  Commissioner Smooke moved to pursue the acquisition of Prudence by 
Carol Bove to be placed in the northeast quadrant of the sculpture park.  Commissioner 
Potter seconded the motion. 

 AYES:  Commissioner Friedman, Vice Chair Pressman 
 NOES: none 
 ABSENT:  Chair Chalom 

CARRIED:  4/0 
  
6. CONSIDERATION OF FEEDBACK FROM CITY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE REGARDING 

LEGAL AND POLICY ISSUES RELATED TO THE REVISION TO THE FINE ART 
ORDINANCE 

The City Attorney’s Office has reviewed the proposed rewrite of the Fine Art Ordinance.  
Some legal and policy issues were brought forth which will have impacts on some of the  
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language and direction that was part of the proposed rewrite.  The Commission agrees 
to adopt the recommendations made by the City Attorney’s Office. 

 
7. AMENDING VOTE FOR FIRE LTD. REGARDINGLIGHTING FOR ROXY PAINE 

ERRATIC 
 At the last meeting, vote was taken by the Fine Art Commissioners on April 18, 2013 

approving expenses for lighting for Erratic from F.I.R.E., L.T. D. not to exceed $1,500.  
The final bid came in slightly higher than that, so the Commission is being asked to 
consider expanding the not to exceed amount to $2200.   

 MOTION:  Commissioner Potter moved to give license to spend up to $2,200 should 
encounter unforeseen conditions. Commissioner Smooke seconded the motion. 

 AYES:  Commissioner Friedman, Vice Chair Pressman 
 NOES: none 
 ABSENT:  Chair Chalom 

CARRIED:  4/0 

 

8. DISCUSSION OF PROTECTION FOR KUSAMA’S HYMN OF LIFE 

At the last meeting, the Commission considered a landscape solution to protect the 
Kusama Hymn of Life called a ha ha.  Staff has worked with a landscape architect to try 
to estimate how much this solution might cost. The Commission suggested reviewing 
this item in next month meeting. Staff was directed to secure renderings of the proposed 
solution. 

 

9. UPDATE ON MAINTENANCE OF PUBLIC ART AND CONSIDERATION OF 
ACCELERATION OF ART RESTORATION PROCESS 

At the last meeting, the Commission expressed the desire to consider whether to 
accelerate the restoration schedule to complete the remaining works of art which have 
not been restored. This would ensure all City-owned public art sculptures to be restored 
on time for the City Centennial.  

 MOTION:  Commissioner Potter moved to secure the acceleration of the process and 
restore all the remaining pieces during the current fiscal year. Commissioner Friedman 
seconded the motion. 

 AYES:  Commissioner Smooke, Vice Chair Pressman 
 NOES: none 
 ABSENT:  Chair Chalom 
 

10. CONSIDERATION OF LOAN OF OUT OF MANY ONE: LA BY NICOLE 
MALONEY 

 The Commission is asked to consider a request to install a piece of loaned art by 
photographer Nicole Maloney. There are a limited number of locations where loaned art 
can be installed.  The commission postponed any further discussion until more 
information and renditions of the art piece in relationship with the proposed location are 
provided. 

 

ADJOURNMENT     There being no further business, with the consent of the Commission, 
 Vice Chair Pressman adjourned the meeting at 5:45 p.m.   


