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In order for property owners to have certainty relative to the historic status of their property, Beverly 

Hills Municipal Code Section 10-3-3204 requires a procedure whereby the Director of Community 

Development has the authority to determine that a property is, at a certain time, ineligible for 

designation as a landmark in the City.  A property owner may also request a determination that a 

property would not be a contributing property to a potential historic district.  

In many cases, research performed during the City’s on-going historic resources survey process will 
provide useful information about the background of individual buildings in the community.  This survey 
information is available for review at the public counter of the Community Development Department.   
 
Upon request the Director of Community Development may make a determination that a property is not 
eligible for landmark designation or as a contributor to a district if the historic assessment report 
provided by the property owner, other information regarding the subject property as may be available, 
or a combination thereof, demonstrates that the City’s required landmark designation criteria cannot be 
met.  Any such determination shall remain valid for a five (5) year period. 
 
In each case, the Director may make this determination based on a historic assessment report to be 

provided by the applicant and prepared by a consultant selected by the applicant from a pre-approved 

list of qualified consultants, other information regarding the subject property as may be available, or a 

combination thereof.   

A written notice of the Director’s determination will be provided to the property owner, the Landmark 
Nomination Sub-Committee of the Cultural Heritage Commission, and the City Council.   
 
After written notification of a determination of ineligibility by the Director the two-member Landmark 
Nomination Sub Committee of the Cultural Heritage Commission has seven (7) calendar days to inform 
the Director in writing of its intention to call up the Director’s decision for review by the Cultural 
Heritage Commission.  Any call up by the members of the Landmark Nomination Sub Committee must 
be unanimous. 
 
In the case of a call up by the Sub Committee, a Special Meeting of the Cultural Heritage Commission 
must be scheduled within fourteen (14) calendar days of the Sub Committee’s notice to the Director of 
their intention to initiate the review process. 
 
The Commission must take action at the meeting and a decision of the Commission to override the 
Director’s determination must be by 4/5ths of the Commission or, if one of more Commissioners are not 
present, by all members present. If no action is taken the Director’s decision stands. 
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Decisions by the Director may also be appealed by the property owner to the Cultural Heritage 
Commission within seven (7) calendar days of the date of written notification by the Director of the 
determination. 
 
In the case of an appeal by the property owner, a Special Meeting of the Cultural Heritage Commission 
must be scheduled within fourteen (14) calendar days of the date on which the property owner’s appeal 
is filed.  
 
The Commission must take action at the special meeting and a decision of the Commission to override 
the Director’s determination must be by 4/5ths of the Commission or, if one of more Commissioners are 
not present, by all members present. If no action is taken the Director’s decision stands. 
 
The City Council may also call up any decision of the Director or the Commission for further review 
pursuant to the provisions of Article 2 of Chapter 4 of Title 1 of the Beverly Hills Municipal Code. 
 
 

 


