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City Hall Room 280-A 
455 N. Rexford Drive 

Beverly Hills, CA 90210 
 

MINUTES 
 

FINE ART COMMISSION 
Special MEETING 
August 21, 2014 

2:30 PM 
 
 

The meeting was called to order at 2:32 P.M.  

ROLL CALL 

Commissioners Present: Hiller, Kaye, Chalom, Vice Chair Potter and Chair Pressman 
Absent:  none 
Staff: N. Hunt-Coffey, B. Meyerowitz, P. Acuna,  L. Foraker 
 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE AUDIENCE 

 
1. COMMISSION MINUTES 

 The Minutes of July 17, 2014 Regular Meeting were approved as amended 

 

2.  REPORT BY FINE ART COMMISSION STAFF LIAISON (Nancy Hunt-Coffey, Brad 
 Meyerowitz) 

 

 Information only 

A. The Fine Art Fund is reported at $ 2,162,993.00.   
 

B. The Zwirner Gallery, representing artist Carol Bove, has gone as far as it 
is willing to go with regard to securing a warranty.  The artist wanted to 
be indemnified.  The fabricator is not willing to provide a warranty.  The 
Artist will now have all her pieces fabricated by Standard Studios.  Staff 
will bring the contract to City Council, on Sept. 2nd., at 7:00 pm.  If the 
City Council choses to go forward with the acquisition independent of 
securing any warranty on the quality of the work, then the acquisition will 
go forward. 

 
C. The Annenberg Center was due to present to the Commission last 

month. The Fine Art Ordinance pertains to commercial 
properties.  The building that houses the Annenberg Performing Arts 
Center is public property, in the final analysis, and therefore would not 
have triggered a Fine Art Obligation.    They did put down a Fine Art 
Obligation deposit when they were granted their building permits, but 
since the building is not zoned as a commercial property, it appears that 
they should never have been assessed with the obligation. Their lease 
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with the City, however, does mention the Fine Art Obligation, therefore 
the Annenberg will be coming before City Council in the near future to 
request that there be some adjustments to the lease, and the mention of 
the Fine Art Obligation is one point that will be discussed.  The 
Annenberg organization will request that the mention of the Fine Art 
Obligation be removed.  That will allow the City to return their deposit to 
them since it appears that it was collected in error. 

D. Rosa Lowinger's contract with the City to perform restoration and 
maintenance duties on the City owned artwork was adjusted to a fiscal 
year track.  The contract is now in place and their team will begin 
sandblasting the inner mounting structure of the obelisk in September 
giving the engineer enough visual clarity to determine the condition and 
whether it's sturdy enough to remount as is, or if it needs additional 
reinforcements.  Rosa's contract now runs from July 1st through June 
30th, 2015. 

E. The council is proceeding to standardize the commissions terms, 
etc.; their suggestions will be discussed at the 9-23 Council 
Meeting.  There is no final answer on the terms of seated 
Commissioners. Commissioner Chalom's term is yet undetermined, 
though the person who is being recommended to replace her has been 
chosen.  Michael Smooke has been selected.  At this point 
Commissioner Chalom's term will end at the end of December 2014, 
though that could change as a result of the discussion by City Council. 

F. In the packet there are photos of the Developer chosen FAO art 
installations.  Staff thanked Chair Pressman and Commissioner Hiller for 
the task they took on by visiting each and every site of Developer chosen 
art to verify the pieces were still there (or not), and taking photos of the 
pieces in situ. A special thank you to Commissioner Hiller is in order for 
sitting down with staff to go over each installation one by one, updating 
the data base where possible.  FAC staff is working closely with Code 
Enforcement to arrive at a better, more effective way of dealing with 
commercial property owners who find themselves out of 
compliance.  Rather than bring out the Big Guns of Code Enforcement, 
the first step will be a 'soft request' from FAC staff requesting compliance 
by a certain date. 

G. The lights need to be refocused on the sculpture.  Staff begs the 
Commission's indulgence to perform that task later into the Fall.  The 
employee who will refocus the lights needs to be here well after 
dark.  The number of overtime hours having him wait until it gets dark 
would be too high, so the plan is to refocus them when it gets dark 
earlier. 

H. Staff reminded the Commissioners that the private art collection tour will 
be on September 10,  at 10:00 am. 

I. Mayor’s Cabinet meeting minutes are included in the packet.   

 

 Other Items 

None 
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CONTINUED AND NEW BUSINESS 

 

3. PRESENTATION BY NESTOR OTAZU ON CODE ENFORCEMENT PROCESS 

To avoid the harsh, punitive connotation of the term Code Enforcement, Beverly 
Hills' aim is to first approach any action from an educational standpoint.  The City wants 
to help people achieve the goals of compliance.   If more serious issues are revealed, 
then City staff falls back onto the legal options available to ensure compliance, but that is 
not the first position.  Code Enforcement staff receives 1300 cases per year, of which 
400 - 450 cases are open at any given time.  Each of the 4 Code Enforcement 
Officers carries a caseload of 60 - 80 cases.  They enforce the municipal code; zoning; 
property maintenance.  Beverly Hills contracts animal control to LA.   More and 
more cities are putting value in code enforcement to maintain and continually improve 
the partnership between the city and the population.   
There are two basic ways to enforce non-compliance issues.  The first is the 
administrative approach; it is the remedy that exists outside the court or legal system.  It 
is a series of notices, called compliance orders.  Initially, the notices just carry 
a requirement to comply by a certain date; if that is not met, then the notices begin to 
carry with them monetary fines, beginning at $115 - $120, progressing two levels 
to $530.  Those fines can accrue over a 12 month period to approximately $2000, if not 
dealt with in a timely manner.  This is a remedy that works well with certain businesses.   
If the administrative level does not work, then prosecution is available. The 
first communication is called a Notice of Violation or a  Notice to Comply and carries with 
it a compliance deadline, which is flexible and can be determined case by case, 
depending on the nature of the violation.  If compliance is not reached with this method, 
then a much sterner notice is issued. If that approach doesn't produce the desired 
results, then the legal team will be brought in. It is a rare occurrence that requires actual 
court proceedings to bring resolution.  Staff prefers to think of the entire process as 
Community preservation, putting a good deal of effort into proactive outreach.  This 
approach has the Code Enforcement staff walking in the Community getting to know the 
business owners and residents, developing relationships.   If those relationships are 
strong, anyone who sees something that needs to be addressed  tends to report early, 
so that problems are taken care of  before something more serious develops.   There is 
a tremendous amount of support from business owners for this pro-active approach.   
Beverly Hills is a unique community; standards are very high.  
In developing a process to contend with missing artwork, the first effort is administrative 
outreach.  To achieve the friendly partner-based relationship that staff has been 
outlining, the stern approach is the last resort.  We need to keep in mind, some of the 
property has changed hands and the owners are unaware of artwork.  A friendly 
letter will give the owner the opportunity to step up to the plate.  Once it becomes 
the purview of Code enforcement, the process, timeframe, etc. are on a fairly regimented 
track of what steps need to be taken, when.  Whatever the process that is set up with 
this first step, friendly letter, approach, needs to be consistent to every owner.  Beverly 
Hills Code recognizes 1st class mail as legal, negating the necessity to send the first 
letter by registered mail.  Once the issue is in Code enforcement, it is registered in OBC 
(On-line Business Center) which tracks business permits, and Code Enforcement 
issues, among others.  Staff can run reports on the progress of Fine Art Commission 
issues that are in process by code enforcement officers and pass information on to 
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Commissioners.   
Thus far staff has sent 2 letters to property owners outlining their options with regard to 
the missing artwork, and more are expected.  If the property owner does not respond, 
the City has the ability to issue fines for every infraction of ignoring compliance 
requirements.    The Commission is in favor of there being a 'tickling' system in place to 
provide warnings of when insurance, appraisals are due, etc.  Mr. Otazu offered to 
contact the City Attorney's office to see if there could be added some provision in the 
upcoming Ordinance whereby the level of monetary obligation to an owner dragging 
their feet in the process would provide more 'teeth,' thereby making compliance more 
attractive. 

 
4. PRESENTATION BY DON RHOADS, ADMIN. SERVICES, REGARDING FUND 

 
Don Rhoads, Director of Administrative Services, is celebrating the anniversary of his 
first fiscal year with City. The format of statements have changed over the last few 
months, to better provide an "at a glance" picture of what monies are being deposited 
into and out of the fund.  The Committed Fund  on the Balance  Sheet is the total 
of funds that the Commission has available to purchase art, and to maintain the existing 
collection.  The total is much higher than reported in previous years due to the recent re-
examination of reporting practices.  Correspondingly, the Customer Deposits total is 
much less than previously.   The 2nd Financial statement serves basically as an 
operating statement, showing revenues coming in and going out of the fund.  The main 
source into the fund is the Fine Art fee, or the in lieu fee of 90% of obligation, if that is 
what the developer/owner chooses to do.  If they opt to select and install a piece of art of 
their own choosing, they deposit 100 % of obligation into the deposit account, to be 
refunded to them when the artwork is approved by the Fine Art Commission, 
installed, and the installation inspected and approved, the covenant has been filled out 
and filed with the County. The expenditure side reflects the contractual relationships 
the Commission has with vendors pertaining to the collection, whether it deals with 
maintenance or protection of  the current collection, install, or shipping Fine Art to the 
City.  Chair Pressman thanked Don Rhoads for the overview and Commissioner Kaye 
for his persistence in pursuing the mysteries associated with the funds. 
 

5. 2014 BIENNIAL CONFLICT OF INTEREST FORM 700 
  

If commission accepts code as it is, nothing changes  in the document.  If amendments 
are being recommended then the changes will be submitted to staff who will, in turn, 
send over to the City Clerk's office.  The Commission had no changes to make.  

MOTION:   Vice Chair Potter moved to accept Conflict of Interest Code, Form 700 as is; 
no changes are being recommended.   Commissioner Chalom seconded the motion. 
YEAS:   Commissioners Hiller, Kaye, Chair Pressman 
NOES:  none 
CARRIED:  5/0 
 

6. PRIORITY SETTING EXERCISE 

The Commission discussed the various artists presented by the Commissioners as 
artists of interest to explore during the year. Each was discussed in depth, and 3 artists 
emerged as being of particular interest: Tony Cragg, William Kentridge, and Jennifer 
Steinkamp. Tony Cragg works in bronze, Kentridge works in painted steel and 
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Steinkamp creates sculptural pieces with lights. The Commissioners will confer with the 
Galleries to see what pieces are available, what price range the pieces are in, photos of 
the available pieces, etc. and bring that information to the next Fine Art Commission 
meeting for further discussion.             
 
Local artist, Marlene Louchheim, proposed to donate her artwork to the City. The 
Commissioners discussed the proposed donation and determined it is important to 
approach proposed donations to the City Collection with the same criteria as is applied 
to acquisitions. 
 
MOTION:  Commissioner Hiller moved to not accept the Marlene Louchheim pieces 
because they do not meet the requirements of the Fine Art Ordinance.  Chair Pressman 
seconded the motion. 
YEAS:  Commissioners Chalom, Kaye and Vice Chair Potter  
NOES:  none 
CARRIED:  5/0 
 

7. UPDATE ON FINE ART ORDINANCE 
 

With the redesign of the Rexford entrance and exit of the Civic Center Garage, the 
planter areas in front of the Library and the Police Department expanded to such a 
degree Staff requested the Commissioners reconsider the placement of the Center 
Obelisk to be installed in one of these planter areas, rather than the previously approved 
location in a corner near the front entrance to the Library. Staff conferred with Park 
maintenance staff to determine if this move is possible, making sure there will be no 
irrigation issues to prevent this idea.  Staff recommends placing it in the north planter, on 
the Police side of the entry.  Unlike the Library side, where there is only a curb, on the 
Police side, there is a sidewalk that runs the length of the planter, and would allow those 
who want, the ability to gain 360 degree access much better than on the Library side, 
which was of particular interest to then Mayor Mirisch.  City Staff will work closely 
together to guarantee it will be set close enough to the existing sidewalk to allow folks 
360 degree access, but not visually conflict with the Police Dept. sign that is also in that 
planter. 
 
MOTION:  Vice Chair Potter moved that Joan Brown’s Center Obelisk be installed in the 
north planter just south of the Police Department.  Commissioner Chalom seconded the 
motion. 
YEAS: Commissioners Hiller, Kaye 
NOES:  none 
ABSENT:  Chair Pressman 
CARRIED:   4/0 

 
8. COST FOR PLANTINGS AND DECOMPOSED GRANITE AROUND CONVERSATION 

The work of installing decomposed granite has been completed. The total cost of 
installing decomposed granite around Tony Smith’s Playground, Jaume Plensa’s 
Endless V, Roxy Paine’s Erratic in Beverly Garden’s Park, Spiral of Life in a small park 
area at Rexford and Burton Way, and Conversation at Roxbury Community Center was 
$6000. The work being done now is to re-direct all sprinkler heads away from the 
artwork, which was the original goal of this project. Staff will provide an update next 
month on the continuing condition of the decomposed granite installations. 
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9. FENCING DESIGNER CONTRACT FOR KUSAMA  

It was decided to hire a fencing designer to come up with a plan that both the Fine Art 
and Recreation & Parks Commissions could agree upon, then put the project out to bid 
from various vendors. We hired one designer, but she had a family emergency causing 
her to suggest a replacement, John Lavezzo, of Craft, Design, Build. Mr. Lavezzo’s bid 
is slightly higher than the previous bid, therefore staff is requesting that the Commission 
agree to the increase.  The current bid, $2750, is $550 higher than the previous. 

 

 MOTION:  Vice Chair Potter moved that the Commission proceed with John Lavezzo to 
design a fencing solution to protect the Kusama’s Hymn of Life for a total of $2750.00.  
Commissioner Chalom seconded the motion. 

 YEAS:  Commissioners Hiller, Kaye 
 NOES: none 
 ABSENT:  Chair Pressman 
 
10. CONSIDERATION OF FINE ART ORDINANCE 
 
 The City Attorney’s office submitted their suggestions for changes to the Fine Art 

Ordinance for consideration by the Fine Art Commission.   Staff amended City Council's 
schedule to hear the Ordinance; it will be presented to them on August 19th.  The 
Commissioners presented their suggestions for corrections to the Ordinance as 
presented by City Attorney's office via Commission Staff. 

 
 MOTION:  Vice Chair Potter moved to approve the Beverly Hills Fine Art Ordinance 

submitted to the Commission by the City Attorney’s office, with the changes to be 
included that were put forth by the Commissioners at the July 17,  2014 meeting.  
Commissioner Chalom seconded the motion. 

 YEAS:  Commissioners Hiller, Kaye 
 NOES:  none 
 ABSENT:  Chair Pressman 

 

COMMENTS FROM COMMISSIONERS 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, with the consent of the Commission, Vice Chair Potter 
adjourned the meeting at 5:53 P.M. 

 

PASSED, Approved and Adopted 

  September 18, 2014 

 

 

     

  Sandra Pressman, Chair 


