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           Room 280-A 
     455 N. Rexford Drive 
     Beverly Hills, CA 90210 
 

MINUTES 
 

FINE ART COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING 

           August 15, 2013 
      4:00 PM 
 

The meeting was called to order at 4:03 P.M.  

ROLL CALL 

Commissioners Present: Smooke,  Potter, Vice Chair Pressman, Chair Chalom  
Absent:  Commissioner Friedman 
Staff: N. Hunt-Coffey, B. Meyerowitz,  P. Acuna, L. Foraker 

 

 ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE AUDIENCE 

      None 

1. COMMISSION MINUTES 

 The Minutes of May 22,  2013  were approved as amended. 
 

2.  REPORT BY FINE ART COMMISSION STAFF LIAISON (Nancy Hunt-Coffey, Brad 
 Meyerowitz, Patty Acuna, Lois Foraker) 

 Information only 

A. Fine Art Fund is reported at $801,383.49. 

B. The malfunctioning light fixture shooting up from the center of  the Plensa 
has been replaced.  It looks wonderful.   

C. The Agreement between the City and Tishman Speyer with regard to the 
transfer of ownership of Joan Brown’s Center Obelisk has been 
presented to the developer; we are waiting their response.  In the 
meantime, we’ve begun to gather the bids necessary to proceed.   

D. Valery Miranda, intern to the Fine Art Commission has completed the task 
of combing through the records, developed the spreadsheet of data 
piecing together lapsed records of installed artwork, sent letters to the 
owners of record for relevant addresses, and will visit each site beginning 
in mid-September for verification purposes.   

E. The lighting plan for Roxy Paine’s Erratic has been approved.   

F. Home has been completed.  Rosa Lowinger’s firm will begin to examine 
the pieces restored last year to see which ones need annual 
maintenance, and to what extent.  The Fletcher Benton piece is the last 
piece from the 2013 round of the entire collection.   

G. The Millard Sheets mural project has been approved by the City Council; 
staff will resume plans for the dedication ceremony.  At this point, staff is  
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H. examining the possibility this event being aimed as a family event, on a 
weekend.   

I. The Fine Art Ordinance proposed revisions awaits feedback by the City 
Attorney’s office.  Chair Chalom asked if there is anything to be done to 
encourage a more prompt response by the City Attorney; staff guaranteed 
we will encourage their response. 

J. Dates to remember listed in the packet were noted 

 Other Items 

None 

CONTINUED AND NEW BUSINESS 

 

3. PRESENTATION BY STEVE GORDON REGARDING THE ELECTRIC FOUNTAIN 

 Mr. Gordon was unable to present to the Commission at this time; a future date will be 
 set. 
 

4. FOLLOW UP TO PROPOSAL REGARDING RELOCATION OF ARTWORK FROM 2 
RODEO TO CITY PROPERTY 

At the May 22 Fine Art Commission meeting, Mr. Bill Wiley offered the 2 columns, that 
were removed from 2 Rodeo Drive at the request of the property owners,  to the City of 
Beverly Hills to be installed at a location to be determined by the Fine Art 
Commissioners and City Council.  At that time, the Fine Art Commissioners requested 
more information as to how their current value was determined.  Staff researched, and 
determined that the proposed value of the pieces do not seem to warrant the value 
placed on them as a requisite for satisfying the original Fine Art Obligation. 
   
MOTION:  Commissioner Potter moved that the developer return the two sculptural 
columns, which met the original Fine Art obligation and were removed from 2 Rodeo, 
back to the property for reinstallation in accordance with the criteria set forth in the Fine 
Art Ordinance.  Commissioner Smooke seconded the motion. 
AYES:  Vice Chair Pressman, Chair Chalom 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT:  Commissioner Friedman 
CARRIED:  4/0 

   

5. UPDATE ON JURISDICTION BETWEEN THE FINE ART COMMISSION AND THE 
 RECREATION AND PARKS COMMISSION 
 On July 15, Councilmember Gold met with the Liaison of the Fine Art Commission and 
 the Recreation and Park Commission to clarify the distinction between the two 
 Commissions when it comes to the protection of Fine Art Installations in the City parks.  
 Further recommendations will be examined, and Councilmember Gold will be 
 responsible for the final clarification between the two Commissions.   
  
6. AMENDMENT TO MOTION REGARDING APRIL, 2013 AGREEMENT WITH F.I.R.E., 
 LTD, FOR ART INSTALLATIONS ON CITY PROPERTY  
 At the May 22 Commission meeting a vote was taken to hire the above mentioned 
 vendor to install lights in the trees above Erratic, as was approved by Parks dept. staff.  
 The “not to exceed” amount was slightly lower than the final bid amount; staff presented 
 an alternate plan with F.I.R.E., LTD to create an Agreement, spanning the potential of   
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 multiple projects over 3 years, saving time in the long run.  There could be no consensus 
 due to a lack of a quorum, therefore the vote was postponed.  Chair Chalom requested 
 that this extended Agreement vote with the vendor be placed on the October agenda, 
 since she wants specifically to vote on it, and will miss the September meeting. 
 
7. DISCUSSION OF TEMPORARY AND PERMANENT PROTECTION FOR 

KUSAMA 
 Staff presented a temporary option to protect the Kusama.  A representative of a 

vendor employed for all the art shows came out and presented a single idea.  It is 
a non-flexible, large barricade fencing unit.  The rep pointed out that to surround 
this piece would require a lot of fencing units and would be quite expensive.   The 
Commissioners did not like it enough to pursue any further exploration. 

  
 Staff also presented a potential permanent solution in the on-going attempt to 

protect the Kusama from inappropriate handling by the public.  This solution, 
presented by an architect, is an ancient technique called a ha ha, employed by 
farmers to prevent livestock from proceeding further beyond a fixed point on a 
piece of property.  The Commission directed staff to explore this option, get bids, 
attaching specific plans for foliage, and bring the designs and costs back to the 
Commission for further consideration, plus a Risk Management assessment.  .  

   

8. FURTHER CONSIDERATION OF PROTECTIVE BORDERS OF 
DECOMPOSED GRANITE SURROUNDING FINE ART INSTALLATIONS 

 At the May 22nd Commission meeting, the Commissioners chose 2 color samples 
of decomposed granite for consideration to use as the border to create a water-
free zone around each piece.   Staff was directed to secure photo shop versions 
of several pieces in the City collection of Fine Art to present at this month’s 
Commission meeting, highlighting each piece in both colors for comparison.   

 
 MOTION:  Commissioner Potter moved to select the gray decomposed granite 

with which to create the water free border around each piece.  Commissioner 
Smooke seconded the motion. 

 AYES:  Chair Chalom 
 NOES: none 
 ABSENT:  Commissioner Friedman, Chair Chalom 
 CARRIED:  3/0 

9.       UPDATE ON MAINTENANCE OF FINE ART INSTALLATIONS 

  Postponed to next month. 

COMMENTS FROM COMMISSIONERS   

 Commissioner Potter selected the Developers Brochure, Beverly Hills USD, and 
remain on the Annenberg. 
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 Commissioner Smooke thanked the City and the Commission for the lovely 
flowers for her mother’s funeral, and for everyone’s kind words and 
considerations at a difficult time for her and her family.    

ADJOURNMENT     There being no further business, with the consent of the Commission, 
 Chair Chalom adjourned the meeting at 5:45 p.m.   


