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           Room 280-A 
     455 N. Rexford Drive 
     Beverly Hills, CA 90210 
 

MINUTES 
 

FINE ART COMMISSION 
SPECIAL MEETING 

October 29, 2013 
      3:00 PM 
 

The meeting was called to order at 3:03 P.M.  

ROLL CALL 

Commissioners present: Kaye, Smooke, Potter, Vice Chair Pressman, Chair Chalom 
Absent:  none 
Staff: N. Hunt-Coffey, B. Meyerowitz, P. Acuna, L. Foraker 

 

 ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE AUDIENCE 

      None 

1. COMMISSION MINUTES 

 The Minutes of September 17, Special Meeting, were approved as amended. 
 

2.  REPORT BY FINE ART COMMISSION STAFF LIAISON (Nancy Hunt-Coffey, Brad 
 Meyerowitz, Patty Acuna, Lois Foraker) 

 Information only 

A. Fine Art Fund is reported at $878,288.21. 

B. Due to schedule conflicts of Commissioners involved and City Council 
member Gold, the follow up meeting has not been calendared.  This is 
expected to be further examined in November. 

C. Staff met with the General Manager of 2 Rodeo.  The proposal put forth 
by the Fine Art Commission, to reinstall the columns on the property, was 
not enthusiastically supported.  Other avenues are being considered. 

D. Staff reported on the pieces of art in the City collection that have been 
fully restored.  

 Other Items 

None 

CONTINUED AND NEW BUSINESS 

 

3. PRESENTATION OF REED EXPOSITIONS FRANCE TO HOST A 2015 FIAC EVENT 
IN BEVERLY HILLS 

Steve Zoet, Director of Community Services, introduced Scott Stover, former Fine Art 
Commissioner, who is representing Reed Expositions France in their proposal to host a 
2015 FIAC Event in Beverly Hills, specifically employing the Burton Way Median.  Staff 
will work through the obvious issues posed by volume of traffic and pedestrian activity  
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associated with this location.  The proposal will go to the City Council on November 19th 
for approval.  Mr. Stover presented on overview of his proposal.  Reed Expositions 
France owns Paris Photo and FIAC, which has become one of the leading 
annual global art shows.  Reed Expo believes that the Los Angeles area is a prime 
candidate for introducing this world Art Show to the United States, showcasing both 
national and international Galleries and collectors.  The world's leading Galleries will be 
the exhibitors at FIAC Los Angeles, as they are in Paris.  Several locations in Los 
Angeles and Beverly Hills have been identified as potential sites, and the Burton Way 
median strip in Beverly Hills is that choice for our City.  Mr. Stover is hoping to secure 
the support of the Fine Art Commission for this project and to solicit 
questions/concerns the Commissioners might have regarding the event. Studies indicate 
that the economic impact of the Art Show would be 5 times what Reed invests, typically 
in the vicinity of 5 million dollars.  The co-branding benefits of regional, national and 
international PR associated with the event are substantial.  It must be held April 23 - 26, 
2015 to coincide with Paris Photo, which will be held at Paramount Studios.  Reed is 
looking for a 3 year commitment for the event, with a 2 year renewal option attached.  
They will require a minimum space of 130,000 sq.ft. , for a span of 14 days.  35,000 to 
40,000 visitors are expected, with 4000 world-class collectors among them.    
Commissioner Kaye asked what Reed Expo is asking of the City.  Mr. Stover replied, the 
venue.  There are technical and logistical impact issues being examined now to 
determine the feasibility of that commitment; the details are not yet known.   

 
 
MOTION:  Commissioner Smooke moved that the Fine Art Commission endorse the 
idea that the City work with REED Expositions France with the aim of bringing FIAC to 
the City of Beverly Hills to enhance art and culture in the City.    Commissioner Potter 
seconded the motion. 
AYES:  Commissioner Kaye, Vice Chair Pressman, Chair Chalom 
NOES:  none 
ABSENT:  none 
CARRIED:  5/0 
 

4. CONSIDERATION OF LOAN OF OUT OF MANY ONE:LA BY NICOLE MALONEY 

The artist, Ms. Maloney, presented her work, a spinning, interactive aluminum cube of 3 
interconnected layers featuring photos mounted in a grid pattern, highlighting the 
diversity of our community as well as the interconnectedness of us all.  The Commission 
looks very favorably to the concept of this project, and feels, due to the nature of the 
message that the Human Relations Commission has an inherent interest in the project 
and should be consulted as well.  Ms. Maloney will make contact and present at their 
next meeting 
 

   

5. DISCUSSION OF MILLARD SHEETS MURAL DEDICATION 
The event to celebrate the installation of the Millard Sheets mural on the façade of the 
Civic Center Parking structure will take place on Saturday, November 2 at 2 pm.  JP 
Morgan Chase is underwriting the event.  After the dedication ceremony, guests will 
retire to the Boat Court for a fiesta.   
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6. FOLLOW UP ON CONSIDERATION OF ARTWORK FOR ACQUISITION 

Carol Bove’s work, Prudence, was purchased by another party; her representative 
countered with an opportunity for Ms. Bove to create a similar piece specifically for 
purchase by the City of Beverly Hills.  The difference in the original price and the 
adjusted price was too great, causing the Commission to lose interest.  The Commission 
will bring forth works by other artists for consideration to the November meeting.   

 
7. FEEDBACK FROM CITY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE ABOUT ORDIANCE 

REVISIONS 
 

 Staff met with City Attorney to go over proposed revisions to the Fine Art Ordinance.  
The desire of the Commission to capture tenant improvements other than the ones to 
outside of buildings is proving to be problematic.  There are too many legal restrictions to 
make that feasible.  Staff entered all the changes suggested by the City Attorney into a 
revised document.  The Commission accepted most points presented, with the exception 
of putting a monetary cap on the value of proposed donations before it comes to the 
Commission for acceptance as a gift to the City.   

  

 

8. DISCUSSION OF PROTECTION FOR KUSAMA’S HYMN OF LIFE 

 Rosa Lowinger's Conservation team has reported cracks in the fiberglass surface of 
the Kusama's leaf where it connects to the base. This development makes waiting for 
the long term solution to protect the piece to work its way through channels 
impossible.  The Commission is at the point where emergency measures need to be 
developed.  The haha has still not been decided upon.   Staff went on line to come up 
with a quick solution for protecting the piece.  The solution chosen is a 4' mesh 
like temporary fence, allowing the sculpture still to be seen through the mesh.  There is 
no way of knowing how long it will take the long term solution to work it's way through 
proper channels; there is also no way the Commission can wait for it to do so before 
taking preventative measures for the sculpture's protection. 

 
MOTION:  Commissioner Smooke moved that the Fine Art Commission authorize the 
creation of a 4’ enclosure of netting with a price not to exceed $7500 to protect the 
Kusama.  Vice Chair Pressman seconded the motion. 

 AYES:  Commissioners Kaye, Potter, Chair Chalom 
 NOES: none 
 ABSENT:  none 
 CARRIED:  5/0 

Staff presented Robbie Anderson’s solution for protecting the Kusama.   

MOTION:  Commissioner Smooke moved that the Fine Art Commission does not accept 
a temporary elastic band and decomposed granite as the long term choice in protecting 
the Kusama.  Commissioner Potter seconded the motion. 
AYES:  Commissioner Kaye, Vice Chair Pressman, Chair Chalom 
NOES:  none 
ABSENT: none 
CARRIED:  5/0 
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9. UPDATE ON MAINTENANCE OF PUBLIC ART AND CONSIDERATION OF 
ACCELERATION OF ART RESTORATION PROCESS 

During a previous Fine Art Commission meeting, when the price tag associated with 
each restoration project was presented, the Commission expressed curiosity as to why 
Celluloid was so costly.  Rosa Lowinger’s firm revisited the site to verify that the estimate 
was accurate.  Due to the location of the piece, the deteriorated condition, the exposure 
to constant traffic in close proximity, the height of the piece, necessitating scaffolding, 
and permits associated with that scaffolding, the price tag mounts up, thereby resulting 
in the 20% increase over their initial proposal.     

 MOTION:  Commissioner Potter moved to proceed forward with the restoration and 
maintenance of Celluloid by Merrill Gage.  Commissioner Smooke seconded the motion. 

 AYES:  Commissioner Kaye, Vice Chair Pressman, Chair Chalom 
 NOES: none 
 ABSENT:  none 
 CARRIED:  5/0 
 

10. UPDATE ON STATUS OF INSTALLATION OF CENTER OBELISK BY JOAN 
BROWN  

The endowment for the moving, restoration and installing of the Obelisk to the north of 
the Rexford entrance to the Library has been received from Tishman Speyer, and the 
bids are coming in from contractors with regard to the logistics of making this happen.  
The money received from Tishman Speyer for the expenses associated with Center 
Obelisk has been set up in a trust account to deal solely with those costs.  The 
expenditures from the trust account will be approved by the Fine Art Commission, , until 
such time as the funds from the endowment are consumed by the maintenance of the 
piece over time.  Care for the piece will then come from the Fine Art Fund. 

 

MOTION:  Commissioner Smooke moved to authorize staff to seek bids to move, 
restore and re-install Joan Brown’s Center Obelisk in an amount not to exceed 
$15,000.  Vice Chair Pressman seconded the motion. 

 AYES:  Commissioners Kaye, Potter, Chair Chalom. 
 NOES:   none 
 ABSENT:  none 
 CARRIED:  5/0 
 
 
11. UPDATE ON PROVIDING DECOMPOSED GRANITE AROUND ARTWORK AND 

REQUEST TO CONSIDER A SIMILAR SOLUTION AROUND HUNTER AND HOUNDS 
AND CELLULOID 

 Discussion ensued regarding the continued water damage to City owned art 
installations, resulting in continued maintenance fees due to that damage.  City park staff 
will need to relocate sprinkler heads and adjust landscaping to guarantee protection. 

 

 MOTION:  Commissioner Potter moved to install decomposed granite around Celluloid  
and Hunter & Hounds to protect the pieces and to eliminate their proximity to water.  
Commissioner Smooke seconded the motion. 

 AYES:  Commissioner Kaye, Vice Chair Pressman, Chair Chalom 
 NOES:  none 
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 ABSENT: none 
 CARRIED:  5/0 
 

ADJOURNMENT     There being no further business, with the consent of the Commission, 
 Chair Chalom adjourned the meeting at 6:10 p.m.   

 

PASSED, Approved and Adopted 

  November 21, 2013 

 

 

     

  Fiona Chalom, Chair 

 


