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           Room 280-A 
     455 N. Rexford Drive 
     Beverly Hills, CA 90210 

MINUTES 
 

FINE ART COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING 
November 21, 2013 

      4:00 PM 
 

The meeting was called to order at 4:05 P.M.  

ROLL CALL 

Commissioners present: Kaye, Smooke, Potter, Vice Chair Pressman, Chair Chalom 
Absent:  none 
Staff: N. Hunt-Coffey, B. Meyerowitz, P. Acuna, L. Foraker 

 

 ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE AUDIENCE 

      None 

1. COMMISSION MINUTES 

 The Minutes of October 29, Special Meeting, were approved as amended. 
 

2.  REPORT BY FINE ART COMMISSION STAFF LIAISON (Nancy Hunt-Coffey, Brad 
 Meyerowitz, Patty Acuna, Lois Foraker) 

 Information only 

A. Fine Art Fund is reported at $878,288.21. 

B. November 20, from 2:45pm to 3:45 pm, Liaison for the Fine Art 
Commission and Recreation and Park Commission met with 
Councilmember Gold and staff to discuss the jurisdiction of the two 
Commissions with regard to protecting art in City Parks, and the long term 
protection of Kusama’s Hymn of Life.  Dr. Gold requested that both 
Commissions put together their best concepts of how to protect the piece 
in the long term, presenting both of those concepts to the City Council at 
their January, or February meeting, with the final decision to be made by 
City Council.   

C. Scott Stover, former Fine Art Commissioner, and consultant to FIAC 
organizers, Reed Exposition, presented their proposal to City Council, 
who enthusiastically supported the concept of bringing the internationally 
renowned Art Show to Beverly Hills in April of 2015.  The original favored 
location was the Burton Way median, but that preference has shifted to 
encompass the former facility maintenance yard on Foothill at 3rd.  A 
feasibility study will be done by City Staff, to pinpoint issues with regard to 
this location.   

D. Nicole Maloney, artist, at the recommendation of the Fine Art Commission 
presented her artwork, Out of One Many, to the Human Relations 
Commission, who is very excited with the project.   
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E. Millard Sheets dedication was a resounding success.  Guests came from 
far and wide to honor Millard Sheets’ legacy to the Southern California art 
scene, as well as Robert H. Ahmanson, who donated the piece to the City 
26 years ago, and Louie Carnevale, of Carnevale & Lohr, a marble 
fabricator, who stored the mosaic for 26 years without charging the City 
one cent.  Mayor John Mirisch presented proclamations of gratitude from 
the City to Louie Carnevale, William Ahmanson, son of the late Robert H. 
Ahmanson, and Millard Sheet’s daughter, Carolyn Owen-Towle.  JP 
Morgan Chase sponsored the event. 

F. The proposed revisions to the Fine Art Ordinance, approved by the 
Commissioners at the October 29th Fine Art Commission meeting have 
been input into the document, the updated version presented to the 
Commissioners at this, the November 21, meeting and sent to the City 
Attorney for his input and/or final edits.   

G. A long-term loan (5 years) of a Lichtenstein piece has been installed at 
The Wallis in the side courtyard.  It’s totally visible to the public and livens 
up the courtyard considerably. 

H. The temporary solution to protecting Kusama’s Hymn of Life has been 
approved and materials are en route to the Contractor who will install it by 
Thanksgiving.   

I. An agreement with Cook’s Crating is being developed by Public Works for 
the installation of Joan Brown’s Center Obelisk, in the planter area at the 
northwest corner of the Library close to the Rexford Drive entrance.   

 Other Items 

None 

CONTINUED AND NEW BUSINESS 

 

3. PRESENTATION BY ALYSSA ROSTON REGARDING UPCOMING ARTS OF PALM 
CENTENNIAL ACTIVITIES 

Alyssa Roston, Chair of the Arts of Palm Centennial project, and Kate Stearn, Curator of 
the project presented the vision of this Centennial city wide art project  centered around 
works of art featuring palm trees as theme.  This project has been approved of by City 
Council.   There will be 4 outdoor pieces on front of City Hall lawn;  3 pieces in the Palm 
Court, between the Fire Department, and City Hall; 1 piece in the Library; and 6 
additional pieces, primarily on Burton Way. Kate Stern presented the overview of 
additional locations for four pieces; one on Crescent, across from the Annenberg, and 
three additional spots along Santa Monica Blvd at Crescent, travelling toward Rexford 
Drive.  All 4 installations will be done by the same artist to provide a cohesive look to the  
corner.  The artist is Brad Howe.  These works of art are not literally Palm trees; they are 
loose interpretations of the theme, varying depending on the artist and the work.   These 
will go up the end of January.  Michael McMillan has a beautiful piece that will be 
installed in the center of the rotunda in City Hall.  Kenton Nelson, who has been 
experimenting with glass mosaics of his paintings, will place a portion of a work that he's 
currently working on that has a palm tree on it.  A piece will go in the Library, from a 
relatively new movement in art creating works from cut up books, called Altered Book  
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Art.  The artist of choice for this piece is Mike Silkee.  Ryan Schmidt who works in 
stainless steel will re-create a piece specifically for this project and which will potentially 
be installed on Beverly Canon Gardens.   It is intended to have all these pieces installed 
by March 23, the to coincide with the City Birthday Cake celebration.  They are also 
working with businesses in Beverly Hills to see if private art installations can be 
developed.  There will be maps of where to find the artwork distributed to all the hotels, 
and businesses, as well as this project will have it's own page on the website.  
Commissioner Smooke suggested that if the Centennial has it's own app, that this 
project should be part of that app.  Commissioner Pressman asked if Risk Management 
had to weigh in on all the  proposed works of art, will the works be up for 1 year and will 
the artwork be for sale?  Yes, each piece will need to be signed off on.  Yes the artwork 
will all be for sale; each artist is getting a small lending fee for his/her work.  A 
potential long term benefit to the Fine Art Commission is this project will result in five (5) 
5'x5'x 18" thick cement pads on the selected spots along City Hall campus that may 
ultimately be very attractive to the Fine Art Commission for future proposed loaned art 
installations. 
  

4. FOLLOW UP ON PRIORITY EXERCISE AND CONSIDERATION OF ARTWORK FOR 
ACQUISITION 

Commissioner Kaye presented 2 artists for consideration; Georg Herold and  
Will Ryman.  Other than the Commission’s interest in Ms. Bove’s work,  Mr. Ryman’s 
piece of the bird with a rose in its mouth elicited the most favorable reaction, provided 
that Risk Management approve of the piece from their perspective.   Carol Bove’s 
representatives restated their interest in making sure the original price structure for the 
piece would be honored for the potential acquisition.  The Commissioners felt that since 
the piece at the original price point had been approved at a previous meeting, 
Commissioner Pressman should proceed with that choice, asking the relevant questions 
to be answered prior to taking the work to the R& P Commission for approval of the 
preferred location of the piece. Commissioner Pressmen will contact Ms. Bove’s 
representatives for clarification on several issues.   

 
 

5. UPDATE ON INSTALLING DECOMPOSED GRANITE AROUND ARTWORK AND 
THE SPRINKLER EXPOSURE OF VARIOUS WORKS 
Staff visited the sculptures in question to see if, and how much, the works are coming in 
direct contact with water from the sprinkler system.  The good news is that Spiral of 
Life’s issue with water can be solved by switching the heads to a drip system, which 
would also allow the flowers around the sculpture to remain.  Tony Smith’s Playground, 
Plensa’s Endless V, and Roxy Paine’s Erratic, and Spiral of Life are definite candidates 
for receiving the border; other works are being considered.  Celluloid will be restored, but 
the border is not necessary in this case.  Staff presented bids from TruGreen, the City’s 
standard sub-contractor to do these projects.   
MOTION:  Commissioner Kaye moved to approve the bid from TruGreen Landscaping 
up to the amount of $3200 to proceed with the work of surrounding Playground, Endless 
V and Erratic with a 2 foot border of decomposed granite, color gray, subject to securing 
a 2nd bid for comparison, and going with the lower bid.   
Move was seconded by Vice Chair Pressman 
AYES:  Commissioner Smooke, Chair Chalom 
NOES:  none 
ABSENT:  Commissioner Potter 
CARRIED:  4/0 
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MOTION:  Commissioner Kaye moved to approve the bid from TruGreen Landscaping 
up to the amount of $1380 to proceed with the work of replacing the sprinkler heads with 
a drip irrigation system and surrounding Spiral of Life with a 2 foot border of 
decomposed granite, color gray, subject to securing a 2nd bid for comparison, and going 
with the lower bid.   
Move was seconded by Vice Chair Pressman 
AYES:  Commissioner Smooke, Chair Chalom 
NOES:  none 
ABSENT:  Commissioner Potter 
CARRIED:  4/0 
 

  
6. CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSED LOAN BY MAURO PERUCCHETTI 
 Several of the Commissioners were very intrigued by the Jelly Belly family sculptures, of 

the opinion that the work would be a wonderful, fun addition to the places around City 
Hall campus that are designated as appropriate to host loaned artwork.  They are 
interested in gathering more information from the artist; his willingness to wait until the 
Centennial Art of Palm project has been dismantled, 1 year hence, and accepting all 
financial responsibility for the loan.  Staff will explore. 

 
7. CONSIDERATION OF COMMISSION COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS 
 

 Commissioner Kaye chose to work with BHUSD issues. 
 

  

ADJOURNMENT     There being no further business, with the consent of the Commission, 
 Chair Chalom adjourned the meeting at 6:10 p.m.   

 

 Minutes ammended and approved: 

  December 17, 2013 

 

 

 

  Fiona Chalom, Ph.D.,  Chair 


