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City Hall Room 280-A 
455 N. Rexford Drive 

Beverly Hills, CA 90210 
 

SYNOPSIS 
 

FINE ART COMMISSION 
SPECIAL MEETING 

April 10, 2014 
4:00 PM 

 
 

The meeting was called to order at 4:03 P.M.  

ROLL CALL 

Commissioners Present: Hiller, Kaye, Chalom, Vice Chair Potter, Chair Pressman  
Absent:  none 
Staff: N. Hunt-Coffey, B. Meyerowitz, P. Acuna, L. Foraker 
 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE AUDIENCE 

 
1. COMMISSION MINUTES 

The Minutes of March 20, 2014, Special Meeting, and March 20, 2014 Regular Meeting 
were approved as amended 

 

 Special Meeting recessed at 4:08 P.M. 

 Special Meeting reconvened at 4:24 P.M. 

 

2. The Commission adjourned to look at the cement bases in front of City Hall, installed to 
support the Arts of Palm project.  The Arts of Palm organizers suggested that the 
concrete pads might be of use to the Fine Art Commission and would save money from 
the Arts of Palm budget if they didn’t need to be removed, as mandated in the contract 
between the City and the organizers. 
MOTION:  Vice Chair Potter moved to return the responsibility of the cement pads on 
the lawn in front of City Hall fully to the Arts of Palm Committee.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Kaye.  
AYES:  Commissioners Hiller, Chalom, Chair Pressman 
NOES:  none 
CARRIED:  5/0 
 

3. REPORT BY FINE ART COMMISSION STAFF LIAISON (Nancy Hunt-Coffey, Brad 
Meyerowitz) 

 Information only 

A. Fine Art Fund is reported at $ 1,359,853.55 
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The City’s recent conversion to Munis reflects balance of the Fine Art 
Fund differently than the previous system.  Bringing in the balances to 
alignment with one another is being examined. 

B. The Obelisk has been examined by an engineer; his assessment has 
been submitted.  The work that needs to be done will incur additional 
costs, from both the construction team and restoration team.  An updated 
budget will be presented to the Commission at the next Fine Art 
Commission meeting for approval. 

C. The latest Arts of Palm artwork has been installed in Beverly Canon 
Gardens; a Mike Stilkie work will be installed in the Library on Friday, 
April 12.  Sunday, April 27 there will be several celebrations for the 
project; noon at the Library, 2pm at the Municipal Gallery for all the Artists 
of the project, and at 4pm on Rodeo Drive, with a Ferris wheel, cake, fun 
and games. 

D. The Commission continues to be interested in examining the possibility of 
Deborah Butterfield’s iconic work as a potential acquisition for the City 
owned art Collection.  More details to follow. 

E. The Carol Bove potential acquisition was in the pipeline to present to City 
Council on April 1, but the Council meeting ran long; it will be in the #2 
position on the Study Session for April 22.   

 

 Other Items 

 

CONTINUED AND NEW BUSINESS 

 

4. PROTECTION MEASURES FOR KUSAMA’S HYMN OF LIFE 

A sub-committee comprised of the Fine Art Commissioners Chalom and Kaye and 
Recreation and Parks Commissioners Gersh and Anderson is working on narrowing 
down appropriate and effective vendors to bid on the long-term solution to protecting this 
valuable piece of artwork.  A report was made as to the progress to date.  Two 
companies have been identified; formal bids are being developed. 

 

5. PROJECT BASED PRIORITY EXERCISE 

With the volume of projects being accomplished by the Fine Art Commission, staff 
requested guidance as to the priority of effort toward the existing list of projects.  More 
detailed examination of the list will be brought to the next Fine Art Commission meeting, 
but on the surface, the Commission feels the Kusama protection, approval of the Fine 
Art Ordinance, and the alignment of the Fine Art Fund balances from the two reporting 
systems are the most important.  Staff requested that the lighting of Erratic be added to 
that list, to which the Commissioners agreed. 
 

6. POSSIBLE SITES FOR RELOCATION OF “CONVERSATION” BY ALEX MCCRAE 
Chair Pressman and Commissioner Kaye met with staff at the new Roxbury Community 
Center to determine the most advantageous spot for the relocation of the sculptural 
piece by Alex McCrae. Photos were presented of the two choices.   
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MOTION:  Vice Chair Potter moved to accept fellow Commissioners recommendation of 
relocating the sculpture to location #2, just outside the Community Center lobby under 
the large tree.  Commissioner Hiller seconded the motion.   
AYES:  Commissioner Kaye, Commissioner Chalom, Chair Pressman 
NOES:  none 
ABSENT: none 
CARRIED:  5/0    
 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:43 PM. 
 

 

 


