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City Hall Room 280-A 
455 N. Rexford Drive 

Beverly Hills, CA 90210 
SYNOPSIS 

 
FINE ART COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 
February 20, 2014 

4:00 PM 
 
 

The meeting was called to order at 4:00 P.M.  

ROLL CALL 

Commissioners Present: Kaye, Smooke, Potter, Vice Chair Pressman, Chair Chalom,  
Absent:  none 
Staff: N. Hunt-Coffey, B. Meyerowitz, P. Acuna, Ilene Knebel 
 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE AUDIENCE 

James Latta Staff Liaison for the Human Relations Commission introduced Elisabeth Anderson, 
recently hired to round out the team handling the Human Relations needs of the City. Elisabeth 
is highly qualified and the City is fortunate to have her own team.  
 
1. COMMISSION MINUTES 

 The Minutes of January 16, 2014 were approved as amended 
 The Minutes of January 31, 2014 were approved as amended 
 

2.  REPORT BY FINE ART COMMISSION STAFF LIAISON (Nancy Hunt-Coffey, Brad 
 Meyerowitz, Patty Acuna) 

 

 Information only 

A. Fine Art Fund is reported at $ 1,250,480.70 
The City’s recent conversion to Munis is reflecting the Fine Art Fund 
differently than the previous system.  More information is being examined.   

B. More information relating to the wording of the Fine Art Ordinance came 
in from the Community Development staff.  Since the Community 
Development staff interpret the Ordinance daily, staff’s responsibility is to 
guarantee clarity for everyone, therefore this remains a work in progress. 

C. The obelisk has been moved to Cooke’s Crating.  It is scheduled to be 
looked at by an engineer to ascertain that the mounting system is safe 
enough to re-install as is.  If not the mounting system will be rebuilt.   

D. Alyssa Roston presented the schedule of art installations that are in the 
pipeline for the Centennial celebration, Arts of Palm project; the theme of 
each work of art centers around palm trees.   

E. An RFP and call to artists has been distributed to create original art for 
the Children’s department of the Beverly Hills Public Library. 
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F. The Millard Sheets video project is nearing completion; what began as 
coverage of the installation of the Sheets mural on the front of the Civic 
Center parking structure has expanded to a documentary on all of Millard 
Sheets installations in Beverly Hills. 

G. Metro has put out a call to artists to begin the development of the art to be 
installed in the metro stations that will be in Beverly Hills.  They are 
interested in having a Beverly Hills representative included in the 
selection process. 

H. A City Council/FAC Liaison meeting is set to discuss the possible 
acquisition of one of Carol Bove’s glyph sculpture pieces to be installed in 
Beverly Gardens Park. 

I. After receiving an anonymous call saying a piece of art had been 
removed from a commercial location due to a remodel, Code 
Enforcement explored the situation and found the situation to be as the 
caller described.  Code Enforcement will confer with the owners to 
explore options. 

 Other Items 

 

CONTINUED AND NEW BUSINESS 

 

3. UPDATE ON INSTALLING DECOMPOSED GRANITE AROUND ARTWORK & 
SPIRAL OF LIFE MAINTENANCE 

Additional bids are expected for the project of installing water-free borders of 
decomposed granite around the artwork.  Biley Oakes, artist of Spiral of Life, called to 
offer up suggestions on how to better protect the work, which has suffered a great deal 
of damage over the years due to prolonged contact with earth and water.  That is one of 
the works to be protected with the decomposed granite border.   

 

4. PROTECTON MEASURES FOR KUSAMA’S HYMN OF LIFE 

The Commission was given direction by City Council to pursue the post/cord option to 
protect the Kusama.  Staff has identified a local company to provide the posts, allowing 
for custom number/location of holes to be drilled.  Color samples of the post options 
have been ordered for next month’s meeting.   
 

5. CONSIDERATION OF PURCHASE OF DEBORAH BUTTERFIELD’S STORM 
CASTLE 
Fine Art Commissioner Brenda Potter was approached by the Gallery who represents 
Deborah Butterfield and her iconic work to present the idea of the City acquiring Storm 
Castle. 
MOTION:  Commissioner Smooke moved to recommend the Commission pursue the 
acquisition of Storm Castle by Deborah Butterfield.  Commissioner Potter seconded the 
motion.   
AYES:  Commissioner Kaye, Vice Chair Pressman, Chair Chalom 
NOES:  none 
ABSENT: none 
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CARRIED:  5/0   
 

6. UPDATE ON ROLES OF COMMISSION 
At the February 18 Meeting of the City Council roles and responsibilities clarifying the 
difference between the Fine Art and Recreation and Parks Commissions were 
discussed.  It was reaffirmed that the existing guidelines as defined in the Municipal 
Code and the Administrative Regulations are sufficient and have worked well.  If a 
difference of opinion between the Commissions pertaining to a specific work of art, its 
placement, or its protection in the City’s parks, those differences of opinions will be 
brought to the City Council for final judgment.   
 

7. COMMISSION REORGANIZATION 
Chair Chalom’s term in the Chair position ended with this meeting; Vice Chair Pressman 
ascended to the Chair position; Commissioner Potter ascended to the Vice Chair 
position.  The Commission and staff bid a more than fond farewell to Commissioner 
Smooke whose tenure as a Commissioner ended with this meeting.  Her impact was 
substantial and she will be missed.   
 

8. SWEARING IN OF COMMISSIONER LYNNE HILLER 
 City Clerk Byron Pope conducted the oath, swearing Carolyn Hiller into her 

position as the newly appointed Fine Art Commissioner.   
 

COMMENTS FROM COMMISSIONERS 

 As a farewell gesture to the Commission that she has served so well over the last 
7 years, Commissioner Smooke presented a brochure she received from the City 
of Pasadena, highlighting “Art Night in Pasadena.”  She suggests that the 
Beverly Hills Fine Art Commission create such a night in Beverly Hills.   

Chair Chalom was presented with a gavel commemorating her retirement as Chair of the 
Fine Art Commission.  She will remain on the Commission until October of 2014. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, with the consent of the Commission, Chair Chalom adjourned 
the meeting at 6:10 p.m. 

  

 


