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City Hall Room 280-A 
455 N. Rexford Drive 

Beverly Hills, CA 90210 
 

MINUTES 
 

FINE ART COMMISSION 
SPECIAL MEETING 

April 10, 2014 
4:00 PM 

 
 

The meeting was called to order at 4:00 P.M.  

ROLL CALL 

Commissioners Present: Hiller, Kaye, Chalom, Vice Chair Potter, Chair Pressman  
Absent:  none 
Staff: N. Hunt-Coffey, B. Meyerowitz, A. Thau 
 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE AUDIENCE 

 
1. COMMISSION MINUTES 

 The Minutes of March 20, 2014 Special Meeting were approved. 
 The Minutes of March 20, 2014 Regular Meeting were approved as amended 

 
2. SITE VISIT TO FRONT LAWN OF CITY HALL TO CONSIDER CONCRETE PADS 

The Commission adjourned to look at the cement bases in front of City Hall,  installed to 
support the installations associated with Arts of Palm project,  a visual celebration 
conceived as part of the Centennial festivities.  The Arts of Palm organizers have offered 
up the cement pads to the City to be used for future loaned art exhibits, and the 
Commissioners were asked to consider whether these pads would be useful to the 
City.  Discussion centered around the fact that the size of the pads limit the size of the 
artwork the Commission could consider accepting in the future, especially since this area 
is the only area in the City available for loaned exhibits.  The FAC unanimously decided 
to not accept responsibility for the Arts of Palm pads that are currently installed in front of 
City Hall.  There are no loaned exhibits in the pipeline which would also result in the 
pads just sitting there, empty, for an undetermined amount of time, causing the front 
lawn to be unsightly.  
 
MOTION:  Vice Chair Potter moved to not accept responsibility from the Arts of Palm 
Committee, to remove or use the cement pads on the lawn in front of City Hall.  
Commissioner Kaye seconded the Motion. 
AYES:  Commissioners Hiller, Chalom, Chair Pressman 
NOES:  none 
ABSENT:  none 
CARRIED:  5/0  
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3.  REPORT BY FINE ART COMMISSION STAFF LIAISON (Nancy Hunt-Coffey, Brad 
 Meyerowitz) 

 

 Information only 

A. The Fine Art Fund is reported at $ 1,359,853.55.  Staff provided a tutorial 
on the financial systems that handle funds being deposited into the 
system and funds being distributed from the system.  They are handled 
by two different systems, one old and one new.  During this transition time 
into new financial systems, tracking the funds is more complex, but it 
must be noted, the results are getting clearer.   

B. The structural engineer has examined the obelisk and feels that 
reinforcement is called for on the bottom few feet of the piece, plus the 
connecter welds that were originally used do not meet today's 
codes.  These issues will require new bids from the vendor on the 
restoration and from the conservator on their scope of work to be 
performed on the piece, to guarantee the budget approved by the 
Commission is enough for the additional work that needs to be 
done.   The developers of the property, Tishman/Speyer paid into the 
fund a sum of $75,000 to cover the costs of the restoration and move 
onto City property, leaving an amount of money to insure and care for the 
piece into the future. Commissioner Kaye reminded the Commission that 
at the March 2014 meeting, it approved $10,000 be added to the amount 
already budgeted for the Lowinger contract in anticipation of the Obelisk 
repairs that would be needed.  Staff and some members of the 
Commission recalled those details differently and the maintenance repair 
budget details are to be brought up at the May FAC meeting after the 
budget information is reviewed again.   At next month's meeting the 
numbers associated with this project will be clearer, at which time staff 
will seek Council approval for the expenditure. The latest Arts of Palm 
installation is a piece by artist Michael C. McMillen and it is called Time 
Tower. It has been installed in the palm court between City Hall and Fire 
Department. The next installation is the Mike Stilkey art piece. It has been 
pushed back a couple of weeks due to engineering and to installation 
details. It will be installed by late April. 

C. The new piece has been installed in the Beverly Canon Gardens, and on 
Friday, April 12, a Mike Stilkie piece will be installed in the Library, just 
outside the Children's Library entrance.  On Sunday, April 27th, there will 
be a celebration at the Library with the artist at noon,  then at 2:00 pm, an 
event at the Municipal Gallery with all the Arts of Palm artists.  At 4:00 pm 
on Rodeo Drive, there will be a big Centennial celebration with a ferris 
wheel, cake, fun and games.   

D. At the last meeting, the Commission wanted staff to find out the following; 
secure comparable pricing for the Deborah Butterfield; the most recent 
sale of a piece of comparable size was in 2008 for $180,000.  There was 
also the request to see if the management of 2 Rodeo would 
be interested in going in with the City on the purchase of the Butterfield 
piece to replace the 2 pieces of art removed from their property by the 
owners of 2 Rodeo in violation of the Fine Art Ordinance.  The possibility 
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is being examined by the CA's office with regard to that potential 
relationship.  Commissioner Kaye asked if the figures from the Gallery 
about how many of Ms. Butterfield's pieces had sold in the last two years 
and for how much, could be secured by the next Fine Art Commission 

meeting in May.  

E. Staff was fully prepared to present this potential acquisition to the City 
Council last week, but Council ran out of time.   The Bove presentation 
will be in the #2 position on the upcoming Study Session.  The artist is 
suggesting that the piece be lit from the bottom up, and of the two design 
samples she presented, she really prefers the single piece one, rather 

than the piece that was fractured in two.    

 Other Items 

None 

CONTINUED AND NEW BUSINESS 

 

4. PROTECTON MEASURES FOR KUSAMA’S HYMN OF LIFE 

The sub-committee comprised of Commissioners Kaye and Chalom of the Fine Art 
Commission and Commissioners Gersh and Anderson from the Recreation and Parks 
Commission is hard at work to find a fencing solution to protect the Kusama.  Two 
companies have presented bids on the project.  One of the bids is so divergent from the 
other that it's difficult to know what the cause is.  Are they bidding on the same scope 
and similar specs of materials?  More dialogue needs to happen, in order to choose the 
vendor intelligently; the Commission needs to know that both are bidding on the same 

scope of project.    

 
5. PROJECT  BASED PRIORITY SETTING EXERCISE 

The Fine Art Commission has accomplished an extraordinary number of projects the last 
few years, which is commendable.  Since the staff supporting the Fine Art Commission 
does so as an addendum to their regular jobs, the volume of work can, at 
times, seem overwhelming, so the Commission is being asked to prioritize the current 
projects for staff.  At times, it will be feasible for the Commissioners to do some of the 
tasks associated with various projects.   After discussion, it was felt the top 2 priorities 
are protection of Kusama, the approval of the Fine Art Ordinance, and the alignment of 
the Fine Art Fund balances.  Staff added the lighting of Erratic to the list since there is a 
time limit of the end of the fiscal year as the date by which the project/payment must be 
complete.  

 
6. POSSIBLE SITES TO RELOCATE CONVERSATION BY ALEX MCCRAE 

Chair Pressman and Commissioner Kaye met at the Roxbury Community Center to 
determine where in the new space the piece should be relocated.  Two different 
locations were identified.  Photos were presented to the Commissioners as 
representative of the two choices.  

 
MOTION:  Vice Chair Potter moved to accept the suggestion by Commissioners 
Pressman and Kaye, moving “Conversation” by Alex McCrae to site #2, just outside the 
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Community Center lobby under the large tree.  Commissioner Hiller seconded the 
motion.   
AYES:  Commissioners Chalom, Kaye, Chair Pressman 
NOES:  none 
ABSENT: none 
ARRIED:  5/0   

 

COMMENTS FROM COMMISSIONERS 

 BHUSD Arts:  Chair Pressman asked for the contact person's info for the schools.   
Fine Art Brochure:  Chair Pressman and Commissioner Kaye will begin work in earnest 
as soon as the Fine Art Ordinance has been approved. 
Public Art Maintenance:  Commissioners Potter and Kaye have not met since work on 
the pieces has been proceeding.  
Fine Art Ordinance:  Commissioner Chalom and Chair Pressman will meet prior to next 
month's Regular Fine Art Commission to process any notes/comments from the City 
Attorney's office.   
Recreation & Parks: Chair Pressman and Vice Chair Potter have nothing to pass on at 
this point 
Developer Owned Art:  Commissioner Hiller provided an update on the activities 
surrounding on-going efforts to identify and document the Public Art installations in the 
City.  The piece removed from Spago's is in the possession of Barbara Lazarof; Mr. 
Puck is in preliminary negotiations with an artist to replace the piece.  
iPhone App/Website update:  Commissioners Hiller and Potter will gather the pertinent 
information to standardize all the entries into the phone apps on the City website.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, with the consent of the Commission, Chair Pressman 
adjourned the meeting at 5:43 P.M. 

 

PASSED, Approved and Adopted 

  May 15, 2014 

 

 

     

  Sandra Pressman, Chair 

 


