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CITY LANDMARK ASSESSMENT AND EVALUATION

Joe E. Brown Residence
707 North Walden Drive
Beverly Hills, CA 90210

APN: 4345 017 004

INTRODUCTION

This landmark assessment and evaluation report, completed by Ostashay & Associates
Consulting for the City of Beverly Hills, documents and evaluates the local significance and
landmark eligibility of the Joe E. Brown Residence located at 707 North Walden Drive in the City
of Beverly Hills, California. This assessment report includes a discussion of the survey
methodology used, a summarized description of the property, a brief contextual history of the
property, the landmark criteria considered and applied, evaluation of significance, photographs,
and applicable supporting materials.

METHODOLOGY

The landmark assessment was conducted by Jan Ostashay, principal with Ostashay & Associates
Consulting. In order to identify and evaluate the subject property as a potential local landmark,
an intensive level survey was conducted. The assessment included a review of the National
Register of Historic Places (National Register) and its annual updates, the California Register of
Historical Resources (California Register), and the California Historic Resources Inventory list
maintained by the State Office of Historic Preservation (OHP) in order to determine if any
previous evaluations or survey assessments of the property had been performed.

For this current assessment a site inspection and a review of building permits and tax assessor
records were also done to document the property’s existing condition and assist in evaluating
the residence for historical significance. The City of Beverly Hills landmark criteria were
employed to evaluate the local significance of the property and its eligibility for landmark
designation. In addition, the following tasks were performed for the study:

• Searched records of the National Register, California Register, and OHP Historic
Resources Inventory.

• Conducted a field inspection of the subject property with the property owner.

• Conducted site specific research on the subject property utilizing Sanborn fire
insurance maps, city directories, newspaper articles, historical photographs, and
building permits.
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• Reviewed and analyzed ordinances, statutes, regulations, bulletins, and technical
materials relating to federal, state, and local historic preservation, designation
assessment procedures, and related programs.

• Evaluated the potential historic resource based upon criteria established by the City
of Beverly Hills and utilized the OHP survey methodology for conducting survey
assessments.

FINDINGS

The Joe E. Brown Residence appears to meet the City’s criteria for designation as a local
landmark as required in Section 10 3 3212 of the Historic Preservation Ordinance (BHMC 10 3
3212(A)(B)(C)). The subject property satisfies the requirement of subsection A., which requires
that at least two of the six BHMC 10 3 3212 “significance” criteria be met. Upon conclusion of
the assessment and evaluation, the property appears to satisfy four of the “significance”
criteria: criterion A.1, A.2, A.3, and A.4. It also meets the requirements of subsection 10 3
3212(B), which requires that: “The property retains integrity from its period of significance,”
and subsection 10 3 3212(C), which requires that: “The property has historic value.”

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The subject property is located mid block along the west side of North Walden Drive between
Elevado Drive and Lomitas on lot 4 of block 177 of the Beverly Hills tract. The parcel is almost
rectangular in shape and measures 85 feet along the street (east), roughly 201 feet along its
southern boundary, 84 feet along the alley, and approximately 212 feet along its northern
parcel line. According to the Los Angeles County Tax Assessor records the property was built in
1930 and currently has 7, 157 square feet of space with five bedrooms and five bathrooms. It is
situated within a well developed residential neighborhood that contains improvements from
the late 1920s. There are also a few post World War II dwellings constructed on this block of
North Walden Drive in addition to three infill properties that date from the 2000s.

The 707 North Walden Drive property has not been previously identified or evaluated under
any of the City’s past historic resources survey efforts. A historical narrative was prepared on
the subject property by Historic Resources Group (HRG) of Pasadena for Richard Greenberg and
the Marcie C. Greenberg Trust, the prior owners, in September 2012.1 This report provides
construction and historical background information on the property, but does not evaluate it
for historical significance.

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION AND CONSTRUCTION HISTORY

Description. A building permit was issued April 15, 1930 for the construction of a two story
thirteen room single family residence to owner, builder, and designer Rene Rivierre of Los
Angeles (Hollywood). On the same day a permit was issued to Rivierre for the assembly of a
detached garage with a small man’s room attached. The construction trade publication

1 Historic Resources Group, 707 N. Walden Drive, Beverly Hills, CA, September 4, 2012.
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Southwest Builder and Contractor reported the proposed construction of the dwelling three
days earlier on April 11, 1930. According to this periodical, the wood frame house was to be
stucco with hardwood floors, hardwood and pine trim, an automatic storage water heater, a
gas unit heating system, wrought iron, electric refrigeration, tile baths and drain boards, and a
garage. According to both the original permits and Southwest Builder and Contractor the
improvement cost of the house and garage was valued at $26,000.

Constructed in 1930, this Spanish Colonial Revival residence has a strong horizontal orientation
and is set back from the street by a well manicured open lawn, buffered plantings, mature
trees, driveway, and original flagstone stepped walkway approach to the front door gate
vestibule. Organized around a walled inner courtyard, the stuccoed structure has tiled hipped
and gabled roofs atop one and two story wings. The main access entry, a turned wood gate
door, is recessed within an arched opening below a square shaped “tower” that is surmounted
by an ornate finial. A blind corbelled cornice and a paneled frieze wrap the tower just below the
tiled roof eave. Punctuating the central portion of the front facing gable wing north of the
tower is a pair of French doors that are boxed by a decorative wrought iron grille set on a
stuccoed bulkhead with flat tile caps. South of the tower, along the front of the extended side
facing gable roof wing is a pair of wood plank doors set within a rectangular shaped opening
that is also behind a similar decorative wrought iron boxed grille set on a stucco bulkhead with
flat tile caps. When these doors are open portions of the inner courtyard are visible from the
front yard and sidewalk. Half of a parabolic arch is cut through the wing wall at the north end of
the façade while a porte cochere with arched openings terminates the building on the south.
Fenestration includes wood frame and metal multi pane casement windows, sash, tripartite,
and fix pane some with wood sills, stucco sill bases, and wood beam lintels. The shape, size,
placement, and configuration of the windows vary depending on their type, location, and
glazing. Window glass also varies and includes clear, stained, leaded, bullseye, and bottle glass.
Decorative stucco clad chimneys with varied shape and size chimney vent crowns or arrestor
caps punctuate the roof plain of the multi level house. A large brick painted chimney is
attached onto the west (rear) wall of the house and services what was Joe E. Brown’s projection
room and is now the upstairs entertainment room.

The inner courtyard, which occupies the southeast corner of the plan, is square shape and is
covered with small stones. An ornately tiled quatrefoil shaped fountain is the central feature of
this space while a stuccoed cantilever balcony with ornately turned wood posts and carved
bracket capitals, tiled flooring, and wrought iron railing system overlooks this central outdoor
area. Off set to the south of the balcony is a flat headed window opening with three wood
frame, multi pane casements. A pair of wood frame French doors with side lites is set within a
large arched shape opening off the balcony. Besides access from within to what is now the
master bedroom, the balcony is also approached from the courtyard via an ornately glazed tiled
staircase with wrought iron railing. The courtyard is also framed to the east (front) and north
(side) by covered flagstone paved loggias with arched shape openings; and to the south by a
high rise stucco wall with ornate wrought iron features.
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The approach to the actual front door of the dwelling is purposely processional and starts at the
sidewalk and flagstone walkway to the recessed gated arched vestibule, then along along a
covered arcade adjacent the courtyard to a stepped stoop with wrought iron railing and the
ornately carved monumental wood door with peek a boo window. There is a reproduction
Della Robbia style Madonna and Child bas relief recessed in a wall niche just inside the front
gate vestibule to the north.

The interior of the house is as richly decorated as the exterior with high ceilings in the living
areas, stenciled ceilings, carved beamed ceilings, terrace cotta tiled floors, a “focal point”
winding staircase with terrace cotta pavers and decorative glazed tile risers, built in bookcases
and corner nooks in the main rooms, and extensive peg/groove oak hardwood floors. The floor
of the solarium that faces west out to the backyard, deck, garage, and swimming pool area is
paved with brightly patterned encaustic imported tiles. What was probably the original master
bedroom upstairs was wallpapered with suede upholstery, but has recently been replaced in
kind with paint that visually reads as suede. The former film projection room that Joe E. Brown
had constructed as a second floor addition over the southern rear wing of the house in 1934
has been sympathetically adapted into the entertainment room with special surround sound,
shelving, and television. The brick mantel and chimney also constructed in 1934 is still in place
along the west wall of this room. The kitchen area that also included a separate pantry and
butler pantry was recently remodeled into a larger kitchen space to accommodate the needs of
the current owner and modern appliances. A staircase that provides direct access to the
entertainment room upstairs was added as part of the recent kitchen remodel work. The
bathrooms are rather intact with large areas of original 1930s multi color glazed tiles, fixtures
and fittings still evident and operational.

The driveway situated along the south side of the parcel is composed of concrete squares of
varying size that are slightly separated by dirt (originally grass) and leads from the street to a
three car garage at the west end of the lot. The garage also features smooth trowel finished
stucco walls, a side facing tile covered gable roof, three arch shape garage door openings along
the east elevation, and three wood panel garage doors with recessed octofoil shape panels set
in rows. Auto access to the garage from the alley was added as part of the recent renovation
work. What was original referred to as the “man’s room” on the building permit is attached to
the north side of the garage. The backyard also includes an original outdoor fireplace, a recently
installed swimming pool and spa, some landscaping, and a recently added paved deck with
barbeque bar and counter centrally situated within the rear “U” shape of the house. Arched
shape windows and cantilever balconies look out on to this rear patio area.

Typical of the Spanish Colonial Revival idiom are design features incorporated into the property
such as the multi level roof forms with central tower; an inner courtyard area with embellished
fountain; arch shape openings over doors and windows; terra cotta mission barrel roof tiles;
asymmetrical façade and overall composition; smooth trowel finish stucco exterior wall
materials; focal windows boxed by wrought iron grilles; prominent chimneys with decorative
vent caps; and varied fenestration including casement, fix and sash with clear, multi color
stained, leaded, or bullseye glass. Other features of the dwelling include upper story cantilever



Joe E. Brown Residence, 707 North Walden Drive
City Landmark Assessment and Evaluation Report

page 5

balconies supported by stucco and/or wood corbels; ornate wrought iron stair and balcony
railings some with stanchions; turned balcony support posts with carved bracket capitals and
beams; loggias with arch shape openings, flagstone paving, and beamed ceilings; stucco wing
walls and other privacy walls; and privacy entrance gates with turned wood spindles and
monumental front door.

Building Permit History. In reviewing the building permits on file with the City it appears there
have been modest changes to the property up to 2013. The initial owner Joe E. Brown who
lived there with his family from 1931 to 1938 made only a few modifications including the
addition of an upstairs private film projection room in 1934 and some decorative casework in
the living room and dining room in 1935. The kitchen walls were re plastered and the kitchen
cabinets were refinished in 1958 by a later owner. Despite this work in the kitchen area in the
late 1950s it remained largely the same in appearance.

The property is currently undergoing an extensive restoration/rehabilitation work effort to
repair and restore many of the building’s original exterior and interior features that have
deteriorated over the years. The backyard is also being renovated with a new deck, yard, and
swimming pool with spa. As mentioned, the kitchen was also recently renovated and expanded
as part of that current work. The kitchen remodel, which also included the addition of a new
staircase in the kitchen area required the alteration of some fenestration along the south (side)
elevation. The three wood sash windows that originally opened at the kitchen sink were
replaced with a compatible slightly smaller wood frame tripartite type window. The elongated
bottle glass casement originally set at the second floor along the south elevation was shifted
slightly to the west and set in the wall between the two floors at the interior landing of the new
staircase in the kitchen area. And, to accommodate the landing of the new staircase part of the
exterior stucco corbel trim along this south elevation was lowered.

Relevant permits that have been recorded with the City of Beverly Hills over the years include
the following work scopes:

YEAR DESCRIPTION OF WORK

1930 Residence, architect (designer): Rene Rivierre ($25,000)

1930 Garage (detached) and man’s room, architect (designer): Rene Rivierre ($1,000)

1934 Additions and alterations (no enlargement to present ground), architect (designer): Rene Rivierre
($4,000)

1935 Decorative casework in dining room, contractor: Tifal Limited ($1,000)

1958 Re plaster entire kitchen and resurface existing cabinets ($1,000)

2000 Remove tiles, install MSR underlayment, relay tiles ($3,700)
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2013 Install new roof mounted photovoltaic system (no value cited)

2014 Fire sprinkler system

2013 Remodel single family residence: interior kitchen remodel with stair to 2nd floor ($120,000)

2013 New swimming pool and spa ($30,000)

2013 Remodel master bath ($35,000)

Most of the modifications, as discussed and listed above, appear to have been interior changes
that have not physically or visually affected the key primary elevations of the exterior of the
house. The exterior restoration/rehabilitation work activities currently in progress at the
property have been reviewed and approved by City staff for consistency with the Secretary of
the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation. Most of the interior features of the house that are
under this current work effort are also being repaired and restored in kind though the kitchen
area was reconfigured and enlarged. Any exterior changes made to the residence appear
sympathetic to the property’s overall historic character and unique architectural qualities.
Where exterior features, such as the driveway, warranted replacement the work was done in
kind to match the original feature in material, design, location, size, shape, and overall
appearance. The recent work has not significantly compromised the property’s original
architectural design intent, historical integrity, or important character defining features.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

Beverly Hills. The early settlement and development of Beverly Hills began on what was called
Rancho Rodeo de las Aguas. This land was originally claimed by Mexican settlers Maria Rita
Valdez and her husband Vicente Valdez around 1822. Aptly named The Ranch of the Gathering
of the Waters, the swamps or “cienegas” that characterize the natural landscape were created
by rain run off flowing out of Coldwater and Benedict Canyons. Vegetable farming, sheep
herding, bee keeping and the raising of walnut trees were the primary agricultural activities
within the rancho lands during the latter half of the nineteenth century. Several attempts at
subdividing and establishing communities on the ranch lands were attempted during the 1860s
and 1880s, but ended in failure.2

In 1906, the Amalgamated Oil Company reorganized as the Rodeo Land and Water Company.
Burton Green played a leading role in formulating the plans for a garden city, located between
Whittier Drive on the west, Doheny Drive on the east, Wilshire Boulevard on the south, and the
foothills above Sunset Boulevard to the north.3 The syndicate hired notable California park
planner, Wilbur F. Cook, Jr., to plan the new community. Cook had worked with landscape
architect Frederick Law Olmsted prior to moving to Oakland in 1905 to establish his own firm.
Comprised of “Beverly” in the commercial triangle between Santa Monica and Wilshire

2 Beverly Hills Historic Resources Survey 1985 1986, pg. 5.
3 Ibid, pp. 8 9.



Joe E. Brown Residence, 707 North Walden Drive
City Landmark Assessment and Evaluation Report

page 7

boulevards and “Beverly Hills” north of Santa Monica Boulevard, the new community was one
of the earliest planned communities in southern California.

In 1914, concern over establishment of a secure water system and the desire to improve the
local school system prompted incorporation of the City of Beverly Hills. The original boundaries
of the City were much the same as they are today, except for the area south of Wilshire
Boulevard, annexed in 1915, and Trousdale Estates, annexed in 1955. Most of the City was
open land at the time of incorporation with development scattered around Canon Drive,
Beverly Drive, Crescent Drive, and the downtown triangle.4

It was not until the 1920s that Beverly Hills became a haven for movie stars who joined
magnates such as Max Whittier and Burton Green. It began in 1920, when national attention
was focused on the City as Douglas Fairbanks and his bride Mary Pickford moved into their
house “Pickfair” at 1143 Summit Drive, setting the precedent for other entertainment industry
figures to follow. It became the “social center of the movie colony and goal of tourists” as W.W.
Robinson noted in his 1939 history of Beverly Hills. Within a few years, major entertainment
industry figures such as Gloria Swanson, Will Rogers, and Charles Chaplin moved to the City and
became Beverly Hills residents.5 In later years, Hollywood luminaries such as Gary Cooper,
Shirley Temple, Errol Flynn, Harold Lloyd, Daryl Zanuck, Clark Gable, Lucille Ball, Jack Benny, and
others moved to Beverly Hills. Actors, musicians, celebrities and other figures in the
entertainment industry continue to make the City their home today.

The architecture of Beverly Hills in the years following the City’s founding was dominated by
the Craftsman, Mission Revival, and Period Revival styles (Spanish Colonial, Tudor, French,
Georgian, Beaux Arts Classicism, etc.). With Beverly Hills establishing itself as a haven for movie
stars in the 1920s, the architectural character of the city began to realize a varying degree of
extravagance in the design of its housing stock. Throughout the late 1920s and 1930s
sophisticated period revival styles dominated the domestic architecture of the City. By the mid
to late 1930s Beverly Hills became one of the areas in southern California most closely
connected with the development of the Hollywood Regency style. Born of the meeting of
Moderne sleekness with the elegance of early nineteenth century architectural forms, it used
simple, primary forms and blank wall surfaces to project exclusivity and sophistication.6 Beverly
Hills’ domestic architecture in the post World War II era saw the incorporation of Revival
references in its new housing stock, and also the introduction of contemporary, luxury designs
reflective of the Mid century Modern idiom.

Joe E. Brown Residence. This well executed Spanish Colonial Revival style residence was
designed and built by Rene Rivierre, a local builder who designed, built and sold a number of
residences in the community. The multi level, stucco clad wood frame structure was
constructed at a cost of roughly $25,000 with a large garage built at the rear of the lot for
$1,000. Just after it was completed the property sold to entertainer and comedic actor Joe E.

4 Ibid, pg. 11.
5 Ibid, pg. 12 13.
6 Ibid. pg. 17.
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Brown. According to an article in the Beverly Hills Citizen dated March 19, 1931, the house was
sold to Brown from Rivierre at the cost of $75,000 with the transaction handled by the Love
Realty Company. The article went on to describe the property as having a frontage of 90 feet
and a depth of 200 feet with three patios, four separate lawns, six tile baths [bathrooms], four
master bedrooms, and fourteen rooms in all.7

Brown made only a few alterations to the house, including a screening room upstairs in 1934
and the cosmetic remodeling of the library and the formal dining room with new window
treatments, glazed Spanish tiles, decorative moldings, and built in bookcases. Upon completion
of the latter remodeling work, the living room and dining room were prominently featured in
an Architectural Digest publication from 1936/1937.8 The film projection room work was also
designed and completed by Rene Rivierre while the other work was completed by builder Tifal,
Limited in association with a number of suppliers who are listed in the Architectural Digest
article. The residence with its siting, plan configuration, design, and workmanship is an
outstanding example of its period, architectural style, and artisanship.

Joe E. Brown and his family lived at the Walden property from 1931 to 1938 when he purchased
an English Manor style residence in Brentwood. According to a Los Angeles Times article, it
appears he moved into the Brentwood property sometime later as he had that house
extensively remodeled upon purchase.9 Brown sold the property in 1940 to Mr. and Mrs. Mavor
J. Waller of Seattle, Washington at a cost of $35,000.10 The Mavor Judge Waller was a high
profile real estate developer in the Seattle area and had retired to Palm Springs prior
purchasing the Walden property. He and his wife Mary owned and occupied the Walden house
for many years though they also maintained a winter home in Palm Springs. Mavor Waller
passed away in Palm Springs in 1945, but Mary Waller maintained the Walden property until
1953, when she became a full time resident of Palm Springs. At that time, she sold the subject
property to Otto S. and Esther L. Aber. Otto Schultz Aber was in the wholesale toy business
while he and his wife Esther Louise resided in the Spanish style home. After only five years of
occupancy and ownership did they sell the property to Ellis and Frances Ring in May of 1958.
The couple hailed from New York though they relocated to southern California in the 1950s
where Ellis Ring, a dentist, established his practice in Santa Monica. The Ring’s in turn sold it a
month later to Maxwell E. and Marcie C. Greenberg. According to Maxwell Greenberg’s
obituary he was a prominent local attorney who had served on the Los Angeles Board of Police
Commissioners from 1980 to 1984 as an appointee of Mayor Tom Bradley. He was a strong
advocate of civil liberties and was also named national chairman of the Anti Defamation League
from 1979 to 1982. He was a Los Angeles native and attended the University of California, Los
Angeles and was a graduate of the Harvard Law School. Greenberg started his own private
practice in Los Angeles in the early 1950s. After his firm dissolved in the mid 1980s, Greenberg
joined the firm of Jeffer, Mangels, Butler & Marmaro in Century City as a senior partner. He

7 “Joe E. Brown Buys New Residence on N. Walden,” Beverly Hills Citizen, March 19, 1931, pg. 2.
8 Architectural Digest, volume 9, 1936/1937.
9 “Dwelling Bought by Joe E. Brown,” Los Angeles Times, November 13, 1938, pg. E3.
10 “Newcomers Acquire Joe E. Brown House,” Los Angeles Times, November 3, 1940.
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passed away at the age of 85 on October 9, 2007. The subject property was sold by the Marcie
Greenberg Trust in 2013 to William and Jody Fay, the current owners.

Joe E. Brown, entertainer/actor. Soon after the house was completed the property was
purchased directly from the builder/designer Rene Rivierre by noted actor and comedian Joe E.
Brown. Born Joseph Evans Brown in Holgate, Ohio near Toledo on July 28, 1891, he spent most
of his childhood in Toledo. At the age of nine he joined a troupe of circus tumblers which
toured the country on both the circus and vaudeville circuits. He gradually added comedy to his
act and transformed himself into a comedian. He made his Broadway debut in the musical
comedy Jim Jam Jems in the 1920s. By the late 1920s he was in Hollywood working as a
comedic actor and making movies. He shot to stardom after appearing in the 1929 talking
musical comedy On with the Show. Brown also starred in a number of Warner Brothers musical
comedies, including Sally (1929), Hold Everything (1930), and Song of the West (1930). He
would be well known for his loud yell, his infectious grin and his cavernous mouth, all of which
became his trademark. By 1931, his name began to appear alone above the title of his movies.
It was at this time that he purchased the 707 North Walden Drive property. He lived there
several years with his wife Kathryn McGraw (1892 1977), his two sons Joe L. Brown (1918 2010)
and Don E. Brown (1916 1942), and later with his two adopted infant daughters Mary Brown
(1930 ) and Kathryn Brown (1934 ).

During the 1930s he continued to stair in comedy movies, including Fireman, Save My Child
(1932); Elmer, the Great (1933) with Patricia Ellis and Claire Dodd; and Alibi Ike (1935) with
Olivia de Havilland. His other movies included Son of a Sailor in 1933 with Jean Muir and
Thelma Todd; A Very Honorable Guy (1934) with Alice White and Robert Barrat; and The Circus
Clown (1934) with Patricia Ellis and Dorothy Burgess; as well as in the 1934 movie Six Day Bike
Rider with Maxine Doyle. He also starred in the 1936 films Polo Joe with Carol Hughes and
Richard Gallagher and Sons O’Guns with Joan Blondell. Joe E. Brown was one of the top ten
moneymaking stars for the years 1933 and 1936. Brown was such a noted celebrity that his
stardom was immortalized in the wet cement at the “Forecourt of the Stars” at the Grauman’s
Chinese Theatre in Hollywood in 1936. His footprints, handprints, autograph and even his
famous big mouth were imprinted into the cement.

In 1937, he left Warner Brothers to make films for producer David L. Loew starring in When’s
Your Birthday (1937), Riding on Air (1937), and The Gladiator (1938). Most of Brown’s films
produced under Loew were cheaply made with poor production values, and only a few were
successful. With Loew his popularity fell and by the end of the 1930s he was working in “B” type
pictures.11

During World War II, Brown worked to entertain the troops while his film career waned. Their
enthusiastic response enabled Joe to overcome the death of his son, Captain Donald Brown, on
a pilot training flight. After the war, he was back performing in a road company tour of the
comedy “Harvey,” in 1947. Few roles were offered to him in the following years, though he did
play a small town minister in the drama The Tender Years in 1948 and the role of Captain

11 Joe E. Brown biography, IMDb website (www.IMDb.com).
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Hawks in the big budget remake of Show Boat (1951). After a few small roles in the 1950s, he
was discovered by a new generation of film goers as the millionaire Osgood Fielding III in Billy
Wilder’s classic film Some Like It Hot in 1959, uttering the last immortal line of the movie, “Well,
nobody’s perfect.”12

The Joe E. Brown residence was listed regularly on the various “Maps to the Stars Homes”
sightseeing maps that were sold throughout Hollywood and on various street corners of Beverly
Hills. Brown’s 707 North Walden Drive property was also memorialized in hand tinted postcards
that were sold throughout the southland. Sightseeing buses would regular stop in front of his
house as part of their neighborhood celebrity tours of the area. Drivers with loud amplifiers
would read their scripts of celebrity facts and gossip for each house they toured. According to
an article in The Beverly Hills Citizen in 1936, a ban was sought on sightseeing buses that ferried
tourists through the streets of Beverly Hills. “Among the complainants was Joe E. Brown, who
declared the busses were stopping in front of his Walden Drive home and the drivers with loud
amplifiers were disturbing his family and the neighbors. Brown gave this as a reason he was
moving away from Beverly Hills.” Joe E. Brown, however, remained in Beverly Hills a few more
years though he did purchase a large English Manor style home in Brentwood in 1938.13 He sold
the Walden property at a reported price of $35,000 in the latter part of 1940 to Mr. and Mrs.
M.J. Waller, formerly of Seattle, Washington.

The house was featured in a 1936 1937 issue of Architectural Digest. This was after portions of
the interior were remodeled by the Los Angeles building firm Tifal, Inc. in 1935. Photographs of
the living room and dining room are illustrated in the article along with a list of suppliers and
manufacturers of some of the building materials and finishes used in the remodel work.14

Rene R. Rivierre, designer and builder.15 Born in New York in 1898, Rene Raphael Rivierre
moved to Los Angeles at an early age with his sister, mother, and her new husband. He was a
veteran of both great wars, World War I and World War II. During World War II he enlisted with
the Army and was assigned to the Army Corps of Engineers as a sergeant. By 1918, he was living
in Long Beach, California and working as a writer. Two years later he is back in Los Angeles as
the city directory lists him on Florida Street as a writer. One of his stories, “Silk Purses and
Cauliflower Ears,” was turned into a movie in 1922 called Glad Rags produced by Hunt
Stromberg and starring one time wrestler turned actor Bull Montana for MGM.16 According to
his draft registration service cards he had two years of college, possibly studying architecture
and design.17 An engagement announcement in the Los Angeles Times in 1923 noted that “Mr.
Rivierre, who has made his home in this city [Los Angeles] for several years, is a well known

12 Ibid.
13 “Ban Sought on Tourist Bus Routes,” The Beverly Hills Citizen, July 24, 1936; historic narrative report” 707 N.
Walden Drive, Beverly Hills, CA,” prepared by Historic Resources Group, 2012, pg.4.
14 Ibid, pg. 4.
15 This section is largely derived from Historic Resources Group historical narrative report prepared for the subject
property and dated September 4, 2012.
16 Holly Leaves publication, October 13. 1922, pg. 13.
17 The actual subject of college study is not known; however, because he was an exceptional designer it can be
speculated that he studied architecture or other matter in the building trade.
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builder of artistic homes.”18 He was to marry Lillian Martha Peat also of Los Angeles, but rather
called off that engagement and married someone else the following year.

In Beverly Hills, Rivierre designed and built seventeen houses in the years between 1926 and
1931, including two along the 700 block of North Walden Drive (707 North Walden Drive, 1930,
and 703 North Walden Drive, 1926); a residence at 705 North Arden Drive (1927); and another
at 1716 Chevy Chase Drive (1929); as well as dwelling at 803 North Roxbury (1926). He also
designed and built several smaller homes south of Wilshire Boulevard primarily along 200 block
of South La Peer Drive and the 300 block of Peck Drive, among others. Most of the homes he
designed were reflective of the popular Spanish Colonial Revival style, and many included some
type of private courtyard depending on the scale of the residence.

The local city directories from the late 1920s, newspaper articles, and the census records from
1930 list him as a builder. As he acted as the owner, architect, and contractor on most of the
homes he built in Beverly Hills it is apparent that he built them as speculative development.
This was a typical approach to housing construction in the 1920s in much of Beverly Hills and
throughout most of southern California. By the 1920s, Beverly Hills was experiencing a similar
population and building boom as Los Angeles and other southland communities. Areas in the
city that had been subdivided for single family residential dwellings as early as 1907 were now
quickly developed with quality homes and estates. Certain amenities, including extensive
gardens, swimming pools, tennis courts, and servant’s quarters were the norm rather than the
exception.

Rene Rivierre designed and built an outstanding single family dwelling by adeptly incorporating
many of the key characteristics of the Spanish Colonial Revival idiom so popular in the 1930s.
The design, composition, and materials of this residence with its courtyard plan and fountain,
extensive use of decorative glazed ceramic tiles (inside and out), unusual stained glass
windows, plain smooth stucco walls, arched opening in the wall planes, wrought iron grilles,
terra cotta mission barrel roof tiles, multi plane roof heights and forms, have been well
orchestrated into a richly embellished, authentic form of this romanticized style.

In 1933, Rene and his wife Elizabeth divorced after several years of marriage. It appears Rene
Rivierre was an alcoholic and had an extremely violent temper.19 Though according to city
directory research he moved around a lot following his divorce, Rivierre continued his
professional practice as a designer and builder both prior to and after World War II. He was last
listed in the Los Angeles city directories as residing in North Hollywood in the late 1940s. Rene
R. Rivierre died at the age of 55 on April 28, 1953 and was cremated and placed in a
columbarium at the Los Angeles National Cemetery in West Los Angeles.

Spanish Colonial Revival Style. The popularity of the Spanish Colonial Revival style is generally
dated to 1915, when the Panama California Exposition held in Balboa Park in San Diego
showcased architects Bertram W. Goodhue’s and Carleton Winslow’s vision of an architecture

18 “Engagement told at Luncheon,” Los Angeles Times, December 23, 1923.
19 “Wife Charges Mate, Has Lusty Temper,” Los Angeles Times, September 10, 1933, pg. 10.
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appropriate to southern California’s history, climate, and lifestyle. Many architects found
southern California the ideal setting for an architectural style that idealized and romanticized
the Spanish colonial period of California. In later years, numerous publications argued in favor
of this style for the region’s Mediterranean climate, including W. Sexton’s Spanish Influence on
American Architecture and Decoration of 1926, and Rexford Newcomb’s The Spanish Colonial
Revival America: Its Design, Furnishing, and Garden, published in 1927. The style was popular
between the two World Wars.

Embracing a wide range of precedents and interpretations, the Spanish Colonial Revival style is
generally characterized by asymmetrical facades; stucco exterior surfaces; tiled roofs; arched
shaped openings; wrought iron window grilles; turned wood rejas; terra cotta canales; wood
vigas; and the incorporation of courtyards into designs. Other material features of the idiom
include the use of multi pane casement, French, or sash windows; wrought iron; both terra
cotta and polychromatic glazed tile; darkly stained wood; decorative carvings; architectural
glazed terra cotta or cast stone. Spaces such as patios, balconies, verandas and/or loggias, and
as mentioned courtyards are also considered as Spanish Colonial Revival design elements.

Precedents for the Spanish Colonial Revival included the Mission Revival style of the turn of
the twentieth century, based on the mission complexes built in the late 18th and early 19th

centuries in New Spain; the Mexican architecture imported by the earliest settlers of the
region; and the inspiration provided to designers who traveled through, or read of, the
architecture of the Mediterranean region.

Character defining features associated with the Joe E. Brown Residence are those exterior
features on the building dating from its original construction in 1930 and the property’s
association with Joe E. Brown 1931 1938. Such features include its siting on the lot and set back
from the street; its landscaped setting; the height, shape, mass, and composition of the
dwelling in relationship to its setting and immediate environment; as well as the physical
attributes that define the Spanish Colonial Revival architectural style. The important exterior
character defining features of the property include, but are not limited to the following:

 Height, shape, form, massing, and overall multi level composition of the house

 Physical attributes that help to define the Spanish Colonial Revival architectural style

 Multi level complex hipped mission barrel tile covered roof, multi pitch, distinct square
shape stucco tower with finial

 Asymmetrical composition and placement of window openings and features
(fenestration pattern), some deeply recessed into exterior wall plane

 Flagstone walkways, steps, and approach paths

 Wing wall with half arched opening
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 Enclosed courtyard with decorative tiled quatrefoil shape fountain, mature landscape
and trees, smooth stucco trowel finish walls with terra cotta tile coping, wrought iron
trim, loggias with arch shape openings

 Decorative glazed ceramic tile

 Plain stucco walls

 Arched and quatrefoil shape openings (doors, windows, loggias, etc.)

 Wrought iron railings and boxed window grilles

 Terra cotta mission barrel roof tiles with minimal overhang and stucco cornice molding

 Madonna and Child bas relief recessed into niche along south side of front facing wing
wall within entry loggia

 Entry tower with decorative cornice trim, terra cotta barrel roof tiles, and finial

 Vertical wood plank door shutters along east wall of courtyard loggia

 Irregularly shaped multi pad concrete driveway

 Arched shape porte cochere and associated decorative features, flagstone steps,
wrought iron railings, and arch shape side entry gate with decorative turned wood
spindles

 Arcaded loggias with arched shape openings, flagstone paving, stucco walls and ceilings,
and wood ceiling beams

 Exterior overhanging cantilever balconies some with turned wood posts and decorative
carved wood bracket capitals and support beams, decorative wrought iron railings,
wood beam corbels and stucco corbels; some balconies enclosed by multi pane wood
frame windows

 Chimneys some with decorative brick and/or stucco caps, including stuccoed fireplace
and chimney box at rear (west) of lot

 Enclosed inner courtyard location, size, shape, and spatial relationship and function to
dwelling

 Front pedestrian entry gate with turned wood spindles, bronze mailbox slot on wall,
door hardware, and “No Peddlers or Agents” signage on front of gate door

 Exterior staircases with wrought iron railings, decorative glazed tiles on risers, and
terrace cotta paver treads
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 Decorative stucco clad tiled screen vent openings at base of house and tiled canales at
gable ends

 Fenestration: wood frame sash; wood frame and metal frame multi pane casement
windows; some with wood sills, stucco sill bases, and plank headers

 Arched shape French wood doors with flanking multi pane side lites

 Arch shape decorative panel front entry door with wood carvings, flagstone steps,
wrought iron railing, decorative hardware, and peek a boo window

 Wood frame French doors with flat heads set in pairs or singular

 Stained, leaded, bullseye, or bottle glass windows of varying size and shape some with
decorative roundels

 Smooth trowel finish stucco clad three car garage with terra cotta covered side facing
gable roof, arch shape garage door openings, wood panel garage doors with recessed
octofoil shape panels set in rows

EVALUATION OF HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

Evaluation Criteria. In analyzing the historical significance of the subject property, criteria for
designation under the City’s local landmark program was considered. Additionally,
consideration of historical integrity and the State Office of Historic Preservation (OHP) survey
methodology was used to survey and assess the relative significance of the property.

City of Beverly Hills Landmark Criteria. The City’s Historic Preservation Ordinance (Municipal
Code Title 10 Chapter 3 Article 32; BHMC 10 3 32) authorizes the Cultural Heritage Commission
(CHC) to recommend the nomination of properties as local landmarks to the City Council. The
Council may designate local landmarks and historic districts by the procedures outlined in the
ordinance.

The Preservation Ordinance also establishes criteria and the process for evaluating and
designating properties as potential local landmarks. Under the City’s criteria a property must be
more than 45 years old, unless it possesses exceptional significance; retain sufficient historical
integrity to physically illustrate its significance; and satisfy significance criteria.

To be eligible for local designation as a historic landmark, properties must satisfy the following
criteria:

A. The property meets at least two of the following (significance) criteria:

1. Is identified with important events in the main currents of national, state, or
local history, or directly exemplifies or manifests significant contributions to the
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broad social, political, cultural, economic, recreational, or architectural history of
the Nation, State, City, or community;

2. Is directly associated with the lives of Significant Persons important to national,
state, City or local history;

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of
construction;

4. Represents a notable work of a person included on the City’s List of Master
Architects or possesses high artistic or aesthetic value;

5. Has yielded or has the potential to yield, information important in the prehistory
or history of the Nation, State, City or community;

6. Is listed or has been formally determined eligible by the National Park Service for
listing on the National Register of Historic Places, or is listed or has been formally
determined eligible by the State Historical Resources Commission for listing on
the California Register of Historical Resources.

B. The property retains integrity from its period of significance. The proposed landmark
retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, and association. Integrity
shall be judged with reference to the particular significance criteria specified above.

C. The property has historic value. The proposed landmark is of significant architectural
value to the community, beyond its simple market value and its designation as a landmark is
reasonable, appropriate, and necessary to promote protect, and further the goals and purposes
of the City’s historic preservation ordinance.

California Office of Historic Preservation Survey Methodology. The evaluation instructions
and classification system prescribed by the California Office of Historic Preservation (OHP) in its
publication Instructions for Recording Historical Resources provide a three digit evaluation
rating code for use in classifying potential historic resources. The first digit indicates one of the
following general evaluation categories for use in conducting cultural resources surveys:

1. Property listed in the National Register or the California Register;

2. Property determined eligible for listing in the National Register or the California
Register;

3. Property appears eligible for the National Register or the California Register
through a survey evaluation;

4. Property appears eligible for the National Register or the California Register
through other evaluation;
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5. Property recognized as historically significant by local government;

6. Property not eligible for any listing or designation; and

7. Property not evaluated for the National Register or California Register or needs
re evaluation.

The second digit of the evaluation status code is a letter code indicating whether the resource is
separately eligible (S), eligible as part of a district (D), or both (B). The third digit is a number
that is used to further specify significance and refine the relationship of the property to the
National Register and/or California Register. Under this evaluation system, categories 1 through
4 pertain to various levels of National Register and/or California Register eligibility. The
California Register, however, may also include surveyed resources with evaluation rating codes
through level 5. In addition, properties found ineligible for listing in the National Register,
California Register, or for designation under a local ordinance are given an evaluation status
code of 6.

Historical Integrity. “Integrity is the ability of a property to convey its significance.” In addition
to meeting the criteria of significance, a property must have integrity. Integrity is the
authenticity of a property’s physical identity clearly indicated by the retention of characteristics
that existed during the property’s period of significance. Properties eligible for local landmark
designation must meet at least two of the local landmark designation criteria and retain enough
of their historic character or appearance to be recognizable as historical resources and to
convey the reasons for their historical significance.

Both the National Register of Historic Places and the California Register of Historical Resources
recognize the seven aspects of qualities that, in various combinations, define integrity. To
retain historic integrity a property should possess several, and usually most, of these seven
aspects. Thus, the retention of the specific aspects of integrity is paramount for a property to
convey its significance. The seven qualities that define integrity are location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling and association. The seven qualities or aspects of historical
integrity are defined as follows:

• Location is the place where the historic property was constructed or the place where
the historic event occurred.

• Design is the combination of elements that create the form, plan, space, structure,
and style of a property.

• Setting is the physical environment of a historic property.

• Materials are the physical elements that were combined or deposited during a
particular period of time and in a particular pattern or configuration to form a
historic property.



Joe E. Brown Residence, 707 North Walden Drive
City Landmark Assessment and Evaluation Report

page 17

• Workmanship is the physical evidence of the crafts of a particular culture or people
during any given period in history or prehistory.

• Feeling is a property’s expression of the aesthetic or historic sense of a particular
period of time.

• Association is the direct link between an important historic event or person and a
historic property.

Application of City Landmark (Significance) Criteria. In summary, based on current research
and the above assessment the Joe E. Brown Residence located at 707 North Walden Drive
appears to meet the necessary City of Beverly Hills Landmark criteria (BHMC 10 3 3212).

The property was evaluated according to statutory criteria, as follows:

A. The property meets at least two of the following criteria (BHMC 10 3 3212(A)).

BHMC 10 3 3212(A)(1) The property is identified with important events in the main currents of
national, state, or local history, or directly exemplifies or manifests significant contributions to
the broad social, political, cultural, economic, recreational, or architectural history of the
Nation, State, City, or community.

The subject property visually and physically exemplifies and manifests design features of the
City’s architectural heritage and residential development in that it conveys sufficient contextual
history and architectural integrity to establish it as a distinct element of its period and style. The
residence is a well executed and clearly planned intact example of the Spanish Colonial Revival
style as designed and constructed by master designer Rene Rivierre. As such it visually and
physically memorializes an important aspect of the community’s residential development
history, architectural heritage, and direct association with a notable designer. Therefore, this
property appears to satisfy this criterion.

BHMC 10 3 3212(A)(2) The property is directly associated with the lives of Significant Persons
important to national, state, City or local history.

The property was built as speculation by the designer and builder Rene Rivierre in 1930.
Rivierre sold the property directly to entertainer/comedic actor Joe E. Brown in 1931, just after
it was finished. Brown and his family, wife and two sons, lived there until roughly 1938, when
they moved to Brentwood. When Brown purchased and resided in the house during much of
the 1930s, he was at the height of his film career starring in over two dozen motion pictures at
that time. In 1934, Brown even installed a private projection room, den area on the second
floor of his Walden house so that he could preview his own movies, discuss roles and scripts
with writers and producers, and entertain other movie moguls and industry clientele; of course
later it was also used by his family as a den. As a result of Joe E. Brown’s direct association with
the subject the property appears to satisfy this criterion.
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There are no known other individuals whose significant contributions to local, regional, state, or
national history are reflected by the property. No information was uncovered to indicate that
any of the subsequent property owners should be considered as important personages.

BHMC 10 3 3212(A)(3) The property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type,
period, or method of construction.

The property is an excellent example of the Spanish Colonial Revival style and appropriately
incorporates the signature character defining features of the idiom in its plan, architectural
style, composition, materials, and design philosophy. Although it has experienced minor
exterior alterations in recent years, these modifications occurred on secondary elevations (side
and rear) of the house and its primary façade evident from the street, its intimate inner
courtyard, and main front elevations of the building remain intact and almost identical to its
original appearance. Elements of the Spanish Colonial Revival idiom are design characteristics
well incorporated into the property such as its multi level roof forms with central tower; an
inner courtyard area with embellished fountain; arch shape openings over doors and windows;
terra cotta mission barrel roof tiles; asymmetrical façade and overall composition; smooth
trowel finish stucco exterior wall materials; focal windows boxed by wrought iron grilles;
prominent chimneys with decorative vent caps; and varied fenestration including casement, fix
and sash with clear, multi color stained, leaded, or bullseye glass. Other features of the
dwelling include upper story cantilever balconies supported by stucco and/or wood corbels;
ornate wrought iron stair and balcony railings some with stanchions; turned balcony support
posts with carved bracket capitals and beams; loggias with arch shape openings, flagstone
paving, and beamed ceilings; stucco wing walls and other privacy walls; and privacy entrance
gates with turned wood spindles and monumental front door. As an outstanding representative
example of the Spanish Colonial Revival style that fully embodies the distinctive style, period,
and characteristics of the idiom the property appears to satisfy this criterion.

BHMC 10 3 3212(A)(4) The property represents a notable work of a person included on the
City’s List of Master Architects or possesses high artistic or aesthetic value.

This Spanish Colonial Revival residence at 707 North Walden Drive was designed by master
designer Rene Rivierre, an accomplished and well respected designer in the area and an
individual included on the City’s List of Master Architects. His portfolio of work in Beverly Hills
includes the design and construction of five grand homes north of Santa Monica Boulevard and
twelve smaller tract type homes south of Wilshire Boulevard. In all Rivierre designed seventeen
dwellings in the City all of which reflect the Spanish Colonial Revival style. The subject property
is one of the finer examples of his works that visually and physically convey his distinct theory
of design and construction techniques in the City. Rivierre also designed and constructed the
detached garage in 1930 and second floor addition in 1934. Because the property represents
one of Rene Rivierre’s most notable works it appears to satisfy this criterion.

The property also appears to possess high aesthetic value as its rich Spanish Colonial Revival
architectural style and ornamentation so fully articulates the design philosophy and concept of
the idiom.
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BHMC 10 3 3212(A)(5) The property has yielded or has the potential to yield, information
important in the prehistory or history of the Nation, State, City or community.

There is no compelling information to indicate the subject property has the potential to yield
information important in the prehistory or history of the Nation, Sate, City or community.
Therefore, it does not appear to satisfy this criterion.

BHMC 10 3 3212(A)(6) The property is listed or has been formally determined eligible by the
National Park Service for listing on the National Register of Historic Places, or is listed or has
been formally determined eligible by the State Historical Resources Commission for listing on the
California Register of Historical Resources.

The property is not currently listed on the National Register of Historic Places or the California
Register of Historical Resources, nor has it been formally determined eligible for listing on the
National Register or the California Register. The property has not been previously recorded or
assessed for historical significance.

B. The property retains integrity from its Period of Significance (BHMC 10 3 3212(B)).

The period of significance for the subject property is 1930 to 1938, when the property was built
and occupied by vaudeville entertainer/comedic actor Joe E. Brown and his family. Those
important features of design, materials, location, setting, workmanship, feeling, and association
from this period are still evident on the property and help to render it historically significant for
architectural and historical importance.

C. The property has Historic Value (BHMC 10 3 3212(C)).

Because of its historic architectural character, association with Joe E. Brown, and its
contribution to the City’s rich and unique architectural heritage the property is considered to
have historic value. Therefore, the property satisfies this criterion.

Character defining Features. Every historic property is unique, with its own identity and its own
distinguishing character. A property’s form and detailing are important in defining its visual
historic character and significance. It is a property’s tangible features or elements that embody
its significance for association with specific historical events, important personages, or
distinctive architecture and it is those tangible elements; therefore, that should be retained and
preserved.

Character refers to all those visual aspects and physical features that comprise the appearance
of every historic property. According to National Park Service Brief 17, Architectural Character:
Identifying the Visual Aspects of Historic Buildings as an Aid to Preserving Their Character,
character defining features include the overall shape of a property (building, structure, etc.), its
material, craftsmanship, decorative details, interior spaces and features (as applicable), as well
as the various aspects of its site and immediate environment (form, configuration and
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orientation).

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties defines historic
character by the form and detailing of materials, such as masonry, wood, stucco, plaster, terra
cotta, metal, etc.; specific features, such as roofs, porches, windows and window elements,
moldings, staircases, chimneys, driveways, garages, landscape and hardscape elements, etc.; as
well as spatial relationships between buildings, structures, and features; room configurations;
and archaic structural and mechanical systems. Identifying those features or elements that give
a historic property visual character and which should be taken into account and preserved to
the maximum extent possible is important in order for the property to maintain its historical
significance.

The character defining features associated with the Joe E. Brown Residence are related to its
setting; association with Brown; designer Rene Rivierre; and to its Spanish Colonial Revival style
as previously discussed. Such features include, but are not limited to:

 Height, shape, form, massing, and overall multi level composition of the residence

 Physical attributes that help to define the Spanish Colonial Revival architectural style

 Multi level complex hipped mission barrel tile covered roof, multi pitch, distinct square
shape stucco tower with finial

 Asymmetrical composition and placement of window openings and features
(fenestration pattern), some deeply recessed into exterior wall plane

 Flagstone walkways, steps, and approach paths

 Wing wall with half arched opening

 Enclosed courtyard with decorative tiled quatrefoil shape fountain, mature landscape
and trees, smooth stucco trowel finish walls with terra cotta tile coping, wrought iron
trim, loggias with arch shape openings

 Decorative glazed ceramic tile used within courtyard area, and else on exterior of house

 Plain smooth trowel finished stucco walls

 Arched and quatrefoil shape openings (doors, windows, loggias, etc.)

 Wrought iron railings and boxed window grilles

 Terra cotta mission barrel roof tiles with minimal overhang and stucco cornice molding

 Madonna and Child bas relief recessed into niche along south side of front facing wing
wall within entry loggia
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 Entry tower with decorative cornice trim, terra cotta barrel roof tiles, and finial

 Vertical wood plank door shutters along east wall of courtyard loggia

 Irregularly shaped multi pad concrete driveway

 Arched shape porte cochere and associated decorative features, flagstone steps,
wrought iron railings, and arch shape side entry gate with decorative turned wood
spindles

 Arcaded loggias with arched shape openings, flagstone paving, stucco walls and ceilings,
and wood ceiling beams

 Exterior overhanging cantilever balconies some with turned wood posts and decorative
carved wood bracket capitals and support beams, decorative wrought iron railings,
wood beam corbels and stucco corbels; some balconies enclosed by multi pane wood
frame windows

 Chimneys some with decorative brick and/or stucco caps, including stuccoed fireplace
and chimney box at rear (west) of lot

 Enclosed inner courtyard location, size, shape, and spatial relationship and function to
dwelling

 Front pedestrian entry gate with turned wood spindles, bronze mailbox slot on wall,
door hardware, and “No Peddlers or Agents” signage on front of gate door

 Exterior staircases with wrought iron railings, decorative glazed tiles on risers, and
terrace cotta paver treads

 Decorative stucco clad tiled screen vent openings at base of house and tiled canales at
gable ends

 Fenestration: wood frame sash; wood frame and metal frame multi pane casement
windows; some with wood sills, stucco sill bases, and plank headers

 Arched shape French wood doors with flanking multi pane side lites

 Arch shape decorative panel front entry door with wood carvings, flagstone steps,
wrought iron railing, decorative hardware, and peek a boo window

 Wood frame French doors with flat heads set in pairs or singular

 Stained, leaded, bullseye, or bottle glass windows of varying size and shape some with
decorative roundels
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 Smooth trowel finish stucco clad three car garage with terra cotta covered side facing
gable roof, arch shape garage door openings, wood panel garage doors with recessed
octofoil shape panels set in rows

 Mature landscape features and set back from street with open lawn area at front of
property

CONCLUSION

As discussed herein, the Joe E. Brown Residence satisfies the City of Beverly Hill’s criteria for
designation as a local Landmark, as required in the City’s Historic Preservation Ordinance
(BHMC Section 10 3 3212).

The property satisfies the requirement of subsection 10 3 3212(A)(1), in that it “is identified
with important events in the main currents of national, state, or local history, or directly
exemplifies or manifests significant contributions to the broad social, political, cultural,
economic, recreational, or architectural history of the Nation, State, City, or community.”
Because of its historical associations the subject property manifests an important period in the
City’s residential development and architectural heritage. The subject property satisfies the
requirements of subsection 10 3 3212(A)(2), in that it is directly associated with an important
person, early entertainer and comedic film star Joe E. Brown. In addition, the subject property
satisfies the requirements of subsection 10 3 3212(A)(3), in that it “embodies the distinctive
characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction.” The design of the subject
property fully embodies the distinctive key features and characteristics of the Spanish Colonial
Revival style. And under the requirements of subsection 10 3 3212(A)(4), the property satisfies
this criterion in that it “represents the notable work of a person included on the City’s List of
Master Architects,” the property is associated with noted designer Rene Rivierre. It also
“possesses high aesthetic value” as it epitomizes the design concepts and philosophy of the
Spanish Colonial Revival style. The property also satisfies the requirements of subsection 10 3
3212(B) in that it retains sufficient integrity to physically convey its historical significance, and
subsection 10 3 3212(C) since its unique architecture and historical past are considered
tangible evidence that help to give it historic value. The property at 707 North Walden Drive is,
therefore, recommended for landmark designation.
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LOCATION MAP
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TAX ASSESSOR MAP
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SANBORN FIRE INSURANCE MAP



SANBORN FIRE INSURANCE MAP, Beverly Hills

Los Angeles, 1906-January 1951, vol. 21, 1926-April 1950 paste-up
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EARLY PERMITS HISTORY AND BUILDING INFORMATION















Southwest Builder and Contractor 
April 11, 1930 

(credit: Historic Resources Group)



Southwest Builder and Contractor 
April 18, 1930 

(credit: Historic Resources Group)



Southwest Builder and Contractor 
April 13, 1934 

(credit: Historic Resources Group)
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EPHEMERAL MATERIAL
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Beverly Hills Citizen 
March 19, 1931 

(credit: Historic Resources Group)



MOVIE POSTERS OF JOE E. BROWN FILMS PRODUCED IN THE 1930s



GRAUMAN’S CHINESE THEATRE FORECOURT OF THE STARS

SONS O’ GUNS PRESS PHOTO, 1936
BEVERLY ROBERTS, JOE E. BROWN, AND JOAN BLONDELL



“SOME LIKE IT HOT” FILM CLIP, 1959
JOE E. BROWN AND JACK LEMMON



JOE L. BROWN, DON E. BROWN, JOE E. BROWN ON COURTYARD STAIRS AT 707 N WALDEN DRIVE, EARLY 1930s



JOE E. BROWN IN UPSTAIRS SCREENING ROOMMID 1930s

BROWN FAMILY IN UPSTAIRS SCREENING ROOM, LATE 1930s



POSTCARD JOE E. BROWN RESIDENCE, 707 N WALDEN DRIVE (c. 1936)

POSTCARD JOE E. BROWN RESIDENCE, 707 N WALDEN DRIVE (c. 1936)



HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPH, JOE E. BROWN RESIDENCE (c. 1938)

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPH, JOE E. BROWN RESIDECE (c. 1934)



 
 
(credit: HRG)

Joe E. Brown Residence 
707 N. Walden  Drive, Beverly Hills



 
(credit: HRG)

Joe Brown Residence, Kitchen 
707 N. Walden Drive, Beverly Hills



Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

DWELLING BOUGHT BY JOE E. BROWN
Los Angeles Times (1923-Current File); Nov 13, 1938; 
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times (1881-1990)
pg. E3



Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Other 4 -- No Title
Los Angeles Times (1886-1922); Jan 8, 1916; 
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times (1881-1990)
pg. I7



Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

JOHNSON MAY RUN AS AN INDEPENDENT NEXT YEAR: 'Republican' Senator in ...
Palmer, Kyle D
Los Angeles Times (1923-Current File); Sep 10, 1933; 
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times (1881-1990)
pg. 10
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PHOTOGRAPHS
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PHOTO 1: Context view from North N. Walden Drive, looking west (credit, MLS)

PHOTO 2: Context view from N. Walden Drive, looking southwest



PHOTO 3: Inner courtyard area, looking west (credit, MLS)

PHOTO 4: Inner courtyard area, looking northeast from balcony (credit, MLS)



PHOTO 5: Loggia along north wing, looking west at front door entry (credit, MLS)

PHOTO 6: Madonna and Child bas relief on south wall of north wing, looking north (credit, MLS)



PHOTO 7: South (side) elevation, driveway, and garage, looking west

PHOTO 8: North (side) elevation detail, looking east



PHOTO 9: North (side) elevation and front wing wall, looking east

PHOTO 10: Wing wall detail from front yard, looking west



PHOTO 11: Garage detail along east (front) elevation, looking northwest

PHOTO 12: Driveway detail, south wall of inner courtyard (left), and porte cochere, looking northeast



PHOTO 13: Porte cochere entry detail street view, looking northwest

PHOTO 14: Porte cochere courtyard entry access detail, looking north



PHOTO 15: Wrought iron box window grille detail along front façade, looking southwest

PHOTO 16: Wrought iron box window grille and fenestration detail front facing wing



PHOTO 17: Multi level roof forms and massing perspective from public right of way, looking west

PHOTO 18: Roofing materials and varied chimney details



PHOTO 19: Front entry gate approach along front façade, looking west

PHOTO 20: Front entry door detail set within loggia along north wing, looking west



PHOTO 21: Courtyard staircase detail to balcony

PHOTO 22: Courtyard balcony detail, looking west



PHOTO 23: Quatrefoil shape stained glass window with roundel glass panel along north wall, exterior view

PHOTO 24: Quatrefoil shape stained glass window with roundel glass panel along north wall, interior view



PHOTO 25: Entry foyer area, front door left, looking south (credit, MLS)

PHOTO 26: Interior staircase at foyer with leaded glass window detail (credit, MLS)



PHOTO 27: Solarium detail at rear of house along west elevation, looking north (credit, MLS)

PHOTO 28: Solarium detail at rear of house along west elevation, looking south (credit, MLS)



PHOTO 29: Formal dining room, looking out onto inner courtyard (credit, MLS)

PHOTO 30: Upstairs private screening room, entertainment room, looking east (credit, MLS)



PHOTO 31: Decorative glazed tile work and fixtures in bathroom 1 (credit, MLS)

PHOTO 32: Decorative glazed tile work and fixtures in bathroom 2 (credit, MLS)



PHOTO 33: Decorative glazed tile work and fixtures in bathroom 3 (credit, MLS)

PHOTO 34: Decorative glazed tile work and fixtures in bathroom 4 (credit, MLS)
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