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           Room 280-A 
     455 N. Rexford Drive 
     Beverly Hills, CA 90210 
      MINUTES 
 
   FINE ART COMMISSION  REGULAR MEETING 
           April 18, 2013 
      4:00 PM 

The meeting was called to order at 4:03 P.M.  

ROLL CALL 

Commissioners Present:  Smooke, Friedman, Potter, Vice Chair Pressman, Chair Chalom,  
Staff: N. Hunt-Coffey, B. Meyerowitz,  Patty Acuna,  L. Foraker 

 

1. COMMISSION MINUTES 
MOVED and SECONDED to approve the minutes of the meeting on Minutes from 03-21-13 and 
as amended. 
Ayes: Smooke  Friedman, Potter, Vice Chair Pressman, Chair Chalom,  
Noes: none  
CARRIED.5/0 
 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE AUDIENCE 

    None 
 

2.  DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

INFORMATION ONLY-no comment 

A. Fine Art Fund is reported at $737,014.17 

B. A reminder to the Commissioners that the Priority Exercise will be held on 
July 18, Commissioners are encouraged to submit artists for 
consideration prior to that meeting, though that is not mandatory.  

C. The Roxbury Community Center project has received approval by 
Council. There have been in excess of 60 bids presented. Even before all 
the bids have been examined, it appears that the project will come in well 
under budget. Construction is slated to begin in May; the ground breaking 
ceremony is still in planning mode 

D. The replacement lighting fixture for Plensa is on its way from Europe; it 
will arrive in the next few weeks. 

E. At a recent City Council Meeting, the Council changed City Staff retention 
policy for e-mails; before they would be saved 30 days; now it is 2 years. 

F. Tishman/Speyer has been given all the figures associated with the 
relocation/restoration of the obelisk; the City Attorney is now waiting for 
final word from the developer. 

G. The request to extend some of the Commissioners terms, in order to 
maintain institutional knowledge amongst the body of the Commission as 
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pivotal projects are brought to completion, was presented to the City 
Council for approval, and it has been approved.  

H. Staff sent letter to LAX ART with regard to the Commissions regretfully 
declining the offer of a loan/gift of Sam Falls' contemporary sculpture due 
to risk management issues. 

I. The Flanagan and the Magdelena have been restored; Home, located at 
the Burton Way/Rexford corner of the Library is scheduled next, and then 
the Fletcher Benton. 

J. An Intern for the Fine Art Commission has been secured; she will workf 
for 60 hours, on the Developer provided artwork project.  Her salary will 
be paid by her school, The Academy of Couture Art.  Staff will meet with 
the intern and her Councilor to review her job description, hours, assigned 
supervisor, etc. 

Other Items:  

  None 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

3.  OPENING AND PROGRAMS FOR MILLARD SHEETS MURAL 

Mayor Mirisch had originally requested that the Commission consider raising the mural 
higher on the facade of the parking structure with the idea that more passersby would be 
able to see it from Rexford if higher. Staff took an extensive look at that option, 
determining that since it would require reinforcing the structure at a price tag of well  
over $100,000 that it would be too expensive. The Mayor is still of the opinion the mural 
is too low and would like to discuss the process by which Staff arrived at the decision. 
He is therefore requesting that the Commission postpone the dedication until such time 
as Staff is able to present to City Council on how they arrived at the decision not to raise 
the mural. Furthermore, the Mayor is in charge of who speaks at what functions, and he 
would like to speak at this dedication. He is unavailable on May 7th, so he is also 
requesting the postponement on those grounds. Future dates will be examined. 

4. MILLARD SHEETS PLAQUE PLACEMENT AND WORDING 

It has been recommended that there be 2 plaques for this installation; one on the side of 
the parking structure near the piece, and one at a viewing area on the knoll that 
overlooks the drive into the parking structure leading from the Library to the Police 
Station. The piece was never titled, as it was installed as the artistic expression of El 
Camino Real, the name given to the courtyard area that also served as the front 
entrance to the Beverly Wilshire Hotel. Tony Sheets, son of artist Millard Sheets, prefers 
naming the work "El Camino Real" over any other option.  

 

5. UPDATE ON FENCING AROUND KUSAMA’S HYMN OF LIFE 
FAC and R& P Liaison met on April 8 to discuss the Kusama fencing issue. A 
presentation was made by Recreation and Park Chair Anderson. The system he 
presented is driven into ground, with approximately 18" above ground; height as 
presented was fixed, but a discussion ensued about whether or not there could be two 
levels of bungee cord going around it. Staff reported an update from IT as to the 
electronic protection of the artwork. They can pull telecommunications network in 
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Beverly Gardens Park. They can extend the network to the Kusama piece and therefore 
are able to install a camera near the artwork. The system would have the ability to install 
a motion sensor to trigger a warning voice perhaps.  
 
The opinion was expressed by Commissioner Smooke that the posts presented by Mr. 
Anderson's solution are not strong enough; bungee cord is not strong enough. She 
pointed out that The DeYoung Museum, which is where this system is employed, has 
many mobile security personnel constantly scanning the museum patrons, contributing 
to the success of this security system that we cannot match in the Beverly Gardens 
Park.  
 
Chair recognized Mr. Anderson. He has international signs providing a pictorial 
representation of a warning not to touch an object, which is more effective than a sign 
telling someone not to touch due to the various languages of potential guests, who may 
have in the inclination to interface with the sculpture inappropriately. He engaged the 
interest of Mia Lerher, an expert in urban landscapes who will address the Commission 
on the best options of protecting the piece. The cost estimate of Mr. Anderson's solution 
is $2500 and he is willing to fund that option out of his own pocket. 

 

6.  LIGHTING FOR ROXY PAINE 
Staff met with the  lighting consultant, after sunset, to test out the two spot lights, using a 
cherry picker truck to guarantee adequate representation of where the lights would need 
to be placed to cover the Erratic sculpture. 2 spots will need to be used; one in the large 
tree next to the Kusama piece; that spot will illuminate the artwork along its eastern 
edge, at a low angle. The other spot, which will be installed high up in the tree closest to 
Erratic, will shine on the planes of the piece which the other spot does not catch. Both 
spots will be fitted with a soft gel, preventing the flat planes of the piece don't pop with a 
spot light effect. The vehicular and pedestrian traffic along Santa Monica Blvd. and the 
eastern vantage point will get the most illumination of the sculpture. The residents along 
Park Way, and the church on the west side of the block will not be bothered, nor will they 
be able to see the light as the fixtures are hooded. 
MOTION:  Commissioner Potter moved to accept the Korade bid for $6812.00 for the 
installation of lights for Roxy Paine’s Erratic in the Sculpture Garden.  Vice Chair 
Pressman seconded the motion. 
AYES: Commissioner Smooke, Chair Chalom 
NOES:  none 
ABSENT: Commissioner Friedman 
CARRIED:  4/0 
 
MOTION:  Commissioner Potter moved to purchase two(2) hooded spots for lighting 
Erratic, and the astronomical clock to control exactly when all the fixtures lighting the 
works of art in the Sculpture Garden are activated from F.I.R.E., LTD for a figure not to 
exceed $1500.  Commissioner Smooke seconded the motion. 
AYES:  Vice Chair Pressman, Chair Chalom 
NOES: none 
ABSENT:  Friedman 
CARRIED:  4/0 
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7.  DISCUSSION OF BORDERS AROUND ENDLESS V, ERRATIC AND 
PLAYGROUND 

 Rosa Lowinger's & Assoc. recommendation throughout the comprehensive study of the 
conditional report their firm performed for the Commission was that it is in the City's best 
interest to do everything possible to remove water from contact with artwork, creating 
sprinkler free buffer zones around each piece. The Commission requested that Staff 
provide an approximation of what such zones would look like to aid in the decision.  
Staff in the Graphic dept tried to estimate what Erratic, and Endless V, in the Sculpture 
Garden and Tony Smith's Playground in the block to the east, would look like. 
Commissioner Potter felt that ERRATIC looks better on grass; how much water damage 
can stainless steel endure. The piece looks best on grass. Staff will research different 
colors of decomposed granite to examine options. 

 

8. CONSIDERATION OF COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS 

 This item was tabled to the May meeting of the Fine Art Commission. 

 

9. UPDATE ON ART FROM 2 RODEO 

 The City became aware that the 2 sculptural works of art at 2 Rodeo which satisfied the 
public art obligation, were removed from the premises in 2012. The fountain at the 
corner, also part of that obligation, remains in place. Mr. Bill Wiley, General Manager of 
2 Rodeo, spoke to a city staff member, since retired, asking if the columns could be 
removed. He was told they could. They then applied for the permit to remove the pieces 
and were granted the afterhours permit for a crane. Staff contacted the former staff 
member, reportedly the person granting permission for removal; that former staff 
member did not recall the conversation. The columns are in storage. Mr. Wiley will 
attend the May Commission meeting to request that the columns be placed on City 
property. He is concerned about doing the right thing with regard to the artwork. The 
Commission wants more information about the artwork: what is the value? what was the 
obligation in 1989? what is present condition? how have they been stored? 

  

COMMENTS FROM COMMISSIONERS 

 Vice Chair Pressman and Commissioner Smooke requested to represent the interests of 
the Fine Art Commission on the Centennial Celebration Committee.    

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, with the consent of the Commission, Chair Chalom adjourned 
the meeting at 6:05 p.m. 

 

  PASSED, Approved and Adopted 

  May 22, 2013 

   

 

     

  Fiona Chalom, Chair 


