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Water Conservation in Beverly Hills


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thank you for the opportunity to address you today on a very important topic. 


Why We Need To Save Water

Houseboats float in drought-lowered Oroville Lake, CA (April 2015)

(Photo by Rich Pedroncelli/Associated Press) _
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Presentation Notes
As most of you know, California is in the midst of a four–year–long epic drought and we are being asked to make a significant effort to conserve water. 
Reservoirs are at historic low levels. This is Oroville Lake, an important reservoir in California’s water distribution system called the State Water Project.


Progression of California Drought

California Drying
Cumulative water storage changes from NASA GRACE (2002-2014)
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Steadily over the past several years, California’s water storage capacity has been drying up, while our population continues to grow.


Snowpack In Sierras
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Water content of the Sierra Nevada snowpack as of April 1, 2015
Data Source: California Dept. of Water Resources
Chart: Los Angeles Times
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In what were considered normal precipitation years, snowpack supplied about 30 percent of California’s water needs as it melts in the spring and summer. The greater the snowpack water content, the greater the likelihood California’s reservoirs will receive ample runoff as the snowpack melts.  

Source on 30% of state water needs: http://www.water.ca.gov/news/newsreleases/2015/040115snowsurvey.pdf



City’s Primary Water Source

Northern California State Water Colorado River
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90% of City’s water source is from two sources: State Water Project and Colorado River
10% local groundwater


State Mandatory Water Cutback
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from 2013 levels

no
Susig Syl
.bhsaves.org


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Because of this situation, the governor of California issued mandatory cutbacks across the state, and Beverly Hills is required to reduce water consumption by 32 percent from 2013 levels.


State Restrictions

Prohibitions for Everyone:

Potable water to wash sidewalks and driveways

Runoff when irrigating with potable water

Using a hose with no shut-off to wash cars

Potable water for decorative water features that do no re-circulate

Outdoor irrigation during and 48 hours following measurable rain

Potable water use to irrigate medians

Potable water use to irrigate landscape of new homes and buildings inconsistent
with CBSC and DHCD requirements

Required for Water Suppliers:

e Achieve designated conservation standard (4%-36%)
* Notify customers about leaks
e Report on water use, compliance and enforcement

Required for Businesses:
* Businesses serve water upon request
* Hotels/motels to provide option to change towels and linens daily




City’s Response

« Stage D - At least 30% reduction
 Two day outdoor watering schedule
Beverly Hills Mandatory Watering Schedule
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Limit your outdoor watering to
2 days a week, 8 minutes per station, before 9 a.m. or after 5 p.m.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Because of this situation, the governor of California issued mandatory cutbacks across the state, and Beverly Hills is required to reduce water consumption by 32 percent from 2013 levels.


»

Recent Adoption of Policies

e Filling of swimming pools
* Vehicle washing
o Exterior building washing

e Use of artificial turf in residential
front yards
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Because of this situation, the governor of California issued mandatory cutbacks across the state, and Beverly Hills is required to reduce water consumption by 32 percent from 2013 levels.


Penalty Surcharge Assessments

First level penalty is 1.59 times the base

water rate for usage between 71% and
87% more than baseline

Second level penalty I1s 3.08 times the

base water rate for water usage that Is
88% or more
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Presentation Notes
Penalty surcharges will appear on customer water bills for any excess water usage. The penalty surcharges went into effect in early November.


City’s Conservation Efforts To-Date
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Less Water Is the New Normal

The Stevens Creek Reservoir in Cupertino, CA (March 2014)
(Photo by Marcio Jose Sanchez/Associated Press)
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Even after the current drought ends, we can expect another one in the future.  Our work now to save water will make the next drought less painful.


Saving water doesn’'t mean we have to
lower the Quality of Life that makes
Beverly Hills a Great Place to Live
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Key takeaway for today: saving water doesn’t mean that we need to dramatically alter our way of life -- it just means that we need to be smart about how we use water.  And we may need to make some changes, from taking shorter showers, being vigilant about leaks, being smarter about our irrigation and landscaping, and thinking about how we use our water indoors.    

Unfortunately, water is not an unlimited resource, so we need to think about how we can conserve this valuable resource and use it as efficiently as possible.  And not just for the short-term – it should be a lifestyle shift.   

So how do we do this?


=
Focus Outdoors

Irrigation
 Watering Schedule

e Controls
e Remember the

Season
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The easiest place to focus is outdoors.  Up to 70% of our residential water usage is used on irrigation, so by focusing on our irrigation and landscaping, we can significantly reduce our water usage.  And experts estimate that as much as 50% of this water is wasted due to overwatering caused by inefficiencies in irrigation methods and systems.    

How can we fix this?  First of all, be sure to follow the City’s watering schedule: 2 days a week.  And think about installing irrigation controllers.  Current technology for irrigation controllers uses local weather and landscape conditions to tailor watering schedules to the actual conditions on the site.  And make sure to check it occasionally, to make sure it’s watering when it’s supposed to be.  There are other types of controls like moisture sensors and 

It’s especially important to check your controls and to pay attention to your watering during the winter months.  If we do get rain this winter, make sure to adjust your irrigation controls accordingly.  


And this is even more important during  

There are a number of challenges to getting where we want to be in terms of water usage. 
We like our lawns. We have beautifully landscaped properties in Beverly Hills and many of those use an unsustainable amount of water.


Water Wise Yards
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Make your yard waterwise by incorporating California native and drought tolerant plants.  This could reduce your outdoor water usage by 50%.  

And we’re helping provide you the resources. The City is working with Garden Gurus to provide professional landscaping consultations are only $50, when the price is normally more than $200.  Fall is a great time to make install drought-tolerant landscaping.  Cooler days and expected rain help new plants get established.

The City does currently have a rebate of $1.75 per square foot to remove your turf.  And you can take advantage by installing California native and drought-tolerant plants that require less water.  Just remember to change   
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With the likelihood of a lot of rain from El Nino this fall and winter, installing rain barrels or a rain garden is a great way to collect water for future use.  Hundreds of gallons of water can be collected from 1-inch of rain.


Don’t Forget Indoors

Average
Indoor

Household
Water Use
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Clothes Washer 19% .
Shower 19%
Faucets 19%

Leaks 14%
Bath 5%
Dishwasher 1%
Other 3%

http://www.ebmud.com/water-and-drought/conservation-
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Check for Leaks

* Average household loses 13% of their
water to leaks

« Common places for leaks:
— Sinks
— Tollets
— Water heater
— Pools
— Irrigation Systems




Appliances

Typical 1990s Plumbing Efficient Plumbing & .
& Appliances Appliances % .
Reduction

Indoor Uses Flow Rate Flow Rate
Shower 2.5 GPM 1.75 GPM 30%
Toilet 1.6 Gallons/Flush 1.28 GPF 20%
Bathroom Sinks 1.5 GPM 1 GPM 33%
Kitchen Sink 2.2 GPM 1.5 GPM 32%
Clothes Washer 40 Gallons/Cycle 12 Gallons/Cycle 70%
Dishwasher 6 Gallons/Cycle 3.5 Gallons/Cycle 42%
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High-Efficiency Washing Mééhine - Turf Rerhoval
$300 Rebate $1.75/sq ft for the first 2,500 sq ft
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Enhanced rebates program both indoors and outdoors help save money


»

Professional Advice

Garden Gurus

Subsidized Personal Consulting for Drought Tolerant Landscaping
www.g3gardengurus.com
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Professional landscaping consultations are only $50, when the price is normally more than $200.  Fall is a great time to make install drought-tolerant landscaping.  Cooler days and expected rain help new plants get established.

http://www.g3gardengurus.com

Track your Usage
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Water Tracker Online Tool at http://water.beverlyhills.org
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The Water Tracker online tool can be used to monitor weekly and monthly use to know how much you are saving – and how much more you need to save.



http://water.beverlyhills.org

How You Can Help

e Spread the Word!

— Help heighten awareness of the drought and
the City’s actions

— Exchange information with your friends,
neighbors, and co-workers




Saving water doesn’'t mean we have to
lower the Quality of Life that makes
Beverly Hills a Great Place to Live
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To reach this important goal doesn’t mean we have to compromise the wonderful quality of life we love here in Beverly Hills.  
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Every person can contribute to this effort, and together we can make a huge difference.  

Making changes now will help us get out of the current drought, and make the next drought less painful.  
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