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HAFT.ER 1. 

I 1'TRODL. Tl ON 

lll([Ue among the citie:--o f the outhl and. politi cally ind ependen t. ffc -
graphicall y all but : ttrr ounclecl by Lo s 1\ng eles. with resident th at have 
something of the devoti on to th eir cit\ that the \ enet-ian renclerecl to \ enice 
in the days o f the cit) republic " Beverly Hills sta nd s tocla_v. it s people 
leadin g their indi vidu al lives. pro tected bv th e \\'alls o f hou:-;es imil a r in 
pt11/jo e but out\\ ·arclly as \·aried in appearance as their inhabit an t.. 

,r" l-Iere are tr ee- frin"ecl str eeh . hill s thr eaded \Yith road s. \\'her e leek 
automobiles of shining black trimmed with . ilYer. and : lender road ter s of 
ivory and brom1. pass glittering in the sunli ght. Shops display fine mer -
chandise from near and far; delicate linen fr ocks for children. filmy veils 
for bride s, stout whipcord bre eches and tough boots fo r hor semen; gold 
boxe s and blue bubble-glass\\'are ancl bro cades for home decoration , foo I 
on hook s and shelves and in que er bottl es. with foreign-flagged labels . 
Brokerage hou ses reach out thin pul sa ting \\·ires to eastern mart s. Banks 
ha ve milli ons on deposit , to increa se without the manipulation of its. owner s, 
for whom it no longer ha s an integrated relation ship with the quiet lives 
they frequentl y ha ve come here to enjoy. \nd benea th the earth a maze o f 
electric wire s, gas lines , telephone. conduit s. sewage pipes ' cro ss and recross 
in a manner as incomprehen sible as thought. 

But this Beverly Hills of today. while no less romantic , is no more 
real than in early times. " Histor y, ., Geo rge Macaulay Trevel) an tells us. 
"s tarts out from this astonishing propo sition-that there is no difference 
in degree of reality between pas.t and present. " ' .:)s citie s go , Beverly Hills 
is yo ung; but the story of the Janel upon wh·cl1 it is built properly begin s 
as far back as ,ve can penetrate into the past. 

"Consider all that lies in that one ,rnrc Past! " Carlyle admonished. 
"vVhat a pathetic, sacred, in every sens.e poetic, meaning is implied in it; 
a meaning gro\ving ever the more clearer , the farther we recede in time-
the more of that same Past we look through! History after all is true 
poetry. And Reality, if rightly interpreted, is greater than fiction." 

To interpret rightly this pa st is no small problem . Time ,~,ill not be 
divided. Since thousands of episodes have occurred and are occurring m 

9 



The El Rodeo de las Aguas School, pictured abov ,e, perpetuates the name of the old 

Spanish Rancho. 



THE 

President Rutherford B. Hayes issued this land grant in 1879 to E. A. Benedict, father 
of P. E. Ben,edict, covering the property in Benedict Canyon. 
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uninterrupted ucce ion, like ·eparate picture · on a sing-le and cndl~ s 
moti on picture film, the probl em mu ·t be re. oh·ed int n f :;election -
representati ve fact mu . t ugge . t the whole . tre am o f a:: ciatcd e,·ents. 

A hi to r) sett ing clown the greate::t number o f fact, may be iar fr 111 

the bet. ?viodern hi tory, after all , i. lif e recr ate<I in a fu . ic n wit h fact 
and date . T he facts alone ofte n lie, ofte n di tort the c 111pl te I icture. 
it is the related pattern which mu st be souo-ht. 

As Maca ulay . ay " Xo picture then . and n hi stor y. can pre ent _u 
\\·ith the whole tru th : but tho e ar e the be t picture s ancl the be t hi ~tone. 
which exhibit uch part o f the tru th a mo. t nea rly pr duce th · effect ot 
the ,, hole." 

And if a symbol were to be cho en to ugge: t the ,rhole -. tran o-ely per-
haps-n o bette r could be foun d than the city' : for emo t citizen . \ ill Roger s. 
In his person, with In dian blood in hi: nin :::. he . r mbolizes th e era of the 
In dian ; with his lar iat , the per iod of the ' ' rancher~ ·· ; in h is profe si n. the 
comin g of the mov ie star s and \\Titer ; and " ·ith hi s prop ert y holdings aoc.l 
civic consciousness, th e present clay reign of th e business man. .:-\ncl not a 
little thr ough his effort s, the name of the city i as " ·idel) kno\\ n as his ·ow n. 

CHAPTER II. 

I N THE BEGI NN I NG 

Long ago this whole valley from San Bern ardino to Sa nt a Ivionica 
was a vast swamp, forested with oak , sycamore , willow and other gro w_th · 
Such was the tradition of the Gabri elin o In dians, th e abori gine group which 
formerly inhabited Los Angele s count y and had one of their villages in pre sent 
day Beverly Hill . . 

The first whi , e men to look upon this area, since become the finest resi-
dential city in the world, arrived one late aftern oon in August, 1769. 

Led by leather-jacketed Captain Gaspar de P ortola , who later becam_e 
California's fir~t governor , and the grey-robed Franciscan friar, Juan Crespi, 
they were trudging northward in search of Montere y Bay. The advance 
guard of scouts was comma.ncled: by Jose Franci sco Orte ga, destined to look 
first upon San Francisco Bay. · 

-\j uan B. Valdez , whose relatives were later to ow n Beverly Hill s, was 
the indisp ensable guide for the expedition. 
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Fa th er re: pi. \\'h \\'rol e th e ,·i,·i<l j ournal of th e exp ed ition. «ave 
the ea rlie. t descript ion o f thi · section and it. aborig ine inh abi tant ·. O n 
Tu e cla), .:\u gu:,.t 1, I 769 . he wrote : "T he soldier_ went out thi s a ft er-
noon to hun t . ;rnd br ought an antrl ope, \\'ith \\'hi ch thi s count!") abound s : 
they are like wild goats . but have horn s ra ther large r than go at ~. I taste 1 
the roa sted meat. and it was not bad. ' 

Th e next day th e expedi t ion came upon th e Lo s .-\n geles ri ver and 
named it th e Po rciuncul a . "T hi s pla in " ·here th e. river run is. , er v ex -
tensive," Fa th er Crespi wrote. "I t ha o-oocl land fo r plantin ()' all kin.els of 
g ra in and seed. . ... :\ s soon a. \\'e a rri ved about eight heath en fr om a 
goo d , illage came to Yisit u ; they liYe in thi :,. delightful place am ong the 
tre es on the ri ver. The y pre sented u , with . ome ba . kets of pin ole m ad e 
fr om the seeds o f sage and oth er grasses . T heir chief bro ught some strin gs 
o f bea ds made fr om shell s, and th e) thr e\\' us three handful · of them. Some 
o f th e old men were smokin g pip e ·. \Ve gaYe them tobacco and glass. bead s 
and the y went a\\ ay ." 

T he next day at da wn th e par ty t ra, elecl west. a long th e rou te now 
tra ver sed by thou sand s of autom obile s each day on \ i\Tilshire Bo ule vard. 
Th ey pa sed a "large vineyard o f wild grapes and an infinit y o f ro se bu s.hes 
in full bloo m. '' The y wondered i f there were volcanoes in the Santa :Monic a 
mountain s. " \ "i\Te went west , continuall y o, er goo d land "ell co, ered with 
g ra ss. A fter tra veling about half a league we cam e to a village of thi s 
region , th e people of which , on seeing us, came out into the road. As. th ey 
drew near us they began to howl like \Yoh·es : the; greeted us and wish ed 
to gi ve us seed s . . . . " 

Thi s village wa s located at the south east bouncla1") o f pre sent-d ay Beverl y 
Hill s. /L-.\ Vhen the white men depart ed, the l nclians were to enjo y undi sputed 
lord ship over the area for another 12 year s. / 

In appearance these Indi ans had large bodie s ,Yith small hand s. and 
feet; thou gh ph ys ically ve1-y sturd y. their limb s \\·ere poorl y developed. Fi ve 
and one-half feet was the avera ge height o f the men , while the women 
averaged four feet ten inche s. Their fa ces were wide , forehead s low , eyes 
small , cheek-bone s prominent , noses flat. and mouth s large . On the whole , 
the y were A siatic in appearance. as perhap s they \\'ere in origin . The skin 
was coffee-brown , the hair strai ght. and black, and coarse. banged acro ss 
the forehead. U suall y the men had no beai:ds. 

Of the se Indian s, A . L. Kro ener , the out standin g ethnolo gist of the 
U nited State s, ha s thi s to say: " The y seem to ha ve been the mo st ad vanced 
group south of the Tehachapi , except perhap s the Chuma sh. The y certainl y 
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,·ere.: the ,,·eahhie;-;t and mo.; hou"htiul o i all the ~hn,hn11<."•a11-.. oi th e 
tate . and d minat d th e. e ci, ·iliza i :-..,alh· " ·hcren·r ·on1ac1.; occ u rred. T h ir 

inAuc.:nc SJ read e\"C:n to a li n pe,)plt:, . ·1 ·hc:y han· 111<.'IH:cl :\\\":\_\. ,11 rnt11pletcl y 
that \\·e kn w me r o f th e fine iac1..; u i th· ultur c 11f ruder tr ibe;-;: hut C\·ery-
th ing po in t: to the . c \·cr y efllorc--cenc , h;w ing h;id their or igi n \,·ith th c 

·abr icli no . ·· 
Hu ge 1-!eid . a ,rell-ecl uca t cl col . ,r h :en · cl ;i ..; au:-;iliary alca ld~ 

( ju ·t ice of th e peace) fo r rh i.- d ist r ict in 1c'+-l-. marri ed \ ·ictor ia. claught cr 0 1 

a Ga br ielin o chi ef. Reid ': " J11di a n;-; o i Lo:,; .\n gc le.- ·ount_\·" _i;-;. i)r I ;-i_l~lj~ 
the ea r lie. t author itat i,·e account that pr ete nd . t t reat the ( ;a1Jr1cltn :-; " it 
an y comp re hen . i,·cne · . 

BE LI E F , . .\:0 L:. T ;\t. · 

It wa a comm on belie f of th e ·e l nclian ·. when the ·un o r m o n \\"a · in 
eclip ·e, tha t orne g reat m on ter \Ya - tr y ing to s\,·a ll w the cc le~tia l b ~1Y·_ 

o on . uch occa sions. the.: people a ll ra n u tcloo rs . shou tin g a nd tl1ro ,,·ing 
ro cks, in an eff o rt to fri gh ten th e 1110 11. te r a, ,·ay. . 

Bea u ty clay ,, ·a u~-ecl then as it i today . ha ir bein o- pla :-;tc red w itb it 
o,·er ni gh t to g ive the ha ir g loss ancl keep it fr om ·plittin g in the hot SUl1-

r\ ncl pa in t , also, \Yas u sed- to p re ,·en t sun burn , fo r ce rem oni a ls, a nd fo r 
ado rnm ent o f yo un g wo m en in lov e. 

\~ hen he encount ered a fr iend , the Ga bri elin o sa id . .. . \ \ ·a aha ?' ' ( Ho \~ 
a re you? ), to w hi ch th e re spon se ,Yas. "Te hep ko ., ( \,\! ell ) , o r •·Cha ino c 1 
(U n well ) . U pon pa rtin g, th e one sa id, ' ·Ya mu uimi " (I am go in g ) , an~-
the oth er repli ed, " ~Jca ' ' (Go) . •·~ iom a re" ,Yas th eir only oa th , and it 
was as mild as "B less m e !" 

1 7 1·1 h ·1 I · · I l' f · ·a Indian s u n 1 <e ot er tn )es on t 1e A m eric an cont111e11t, t 1e Ca 1 01 n1c . d 
had no mean s of writin g a nd made no pict o ri a l r ecord s, thou gh the! c~i 1 
kee p rn m e so rt o f trib al hi sto ry on no tched sticks . Messag es ,vere deh vere~ 
ora lly by tr a ined runn ers wh o rep eat ed them with th e o ri g in al gesture s O

• 
l . · 1 fires t 1e send er. A t other time s me ssage s were sent by mean s of s1gna 

on hillt ops. 
T heir verb conju ga tion , not too complicated , mi a ht pro ve of pa ssing 

. t t rfh b " h " f . use
0
d as follo, ," s 1·n . th e 111 eres . e ver to ear , or mst ance , w a s ., 

thre e sin gular per sons : 
I hear- No nim nahacut 
Y ou hear-0-a-nahacua 
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He or he hea rs- Ma ne nanacua 
I heard- No n him nah acua 
You hearcl-O -a-n ahacua 
He heard- Ma no him nahacua 
I shall hea r- No p nom nahacu a 
You shall hear-O pam nahacua 
Ile shall hea r- Ma ne pon nah acua 

These forms indicat e in them selve a \\·ell cle,·elopecl stat e of civilization. 

13 

Th e Gab rielin o men \\"ere great gamblers and player! a 0 ·ame in which 
the player s \\·ere diYicled int o sides. usually t\\"O on each, the obj ect beino· 
to g·f1ess in \\·hich hand the oppo nent s held a small stick. Chips were used 
as counter s. The game is st ill played on th e state resen·ati ons, the pla_ ·ers 
sittin g on the gro und and going· through ,·arious rrestures and makin o- weird 
noises in an effo rt to confuse the opponent s. Four \Yas their lucky numb er. 

One of the curious beliefs of this tribe that roamed locally wa s th at a 
potion of jimson weed mixed \\"ith salt \\"ater, if S\\"allo,Yed, would serv e a 
protecti on from bear s and snakes, \\"Oulcl make the body impehetrabl e to 
a1-ro\\·s. \\"oulcl g ive much stren gth. and ,rnuld brin g good luck to the hunter. 

The gove rnment of each village \\"as distinct. It rested with the 
"P ulpem, '' a council of chief, medi cine men. and certain of the old men. It 
met only to discuss question s of prim e importance. Otherwise the chief 
was supreme. 

MEDICINE MEN 

The order of medicine men was apparently formed upon the same 
principle as the Dact yli Idae of the ancients and the Druid s of Britain. The 
medicine man , or "ahubsuvoirot", was believed to hold direct conversation 
w·ith Qua-o-ar, and consequently was held in great awe. The Gabrielino 
medicine man ,:vas even more powerful than the chief and was entirely 
supported by the people, who believed he could change his form, foretell the 
future, and kill his enemies at a distance. He was exempt from punishment 
and his person held sacred. 

Though the medicine men surrounded their calling with all kinds of 
occult rites to arouse the superstition of the people, their knovvleclge of herbs 
,vas not without value. It is known that they effected real cures for the 
Californians, and Bancroft states that "even as late as 1844 these Indian 
practitioner s were in great demand, and ,;,,,ere, no doubt, for the most pa.rt, 
as good as any.'' But their herb s were of no avail in combating the small-
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pox introdu ced from :\1ex ic m 1 44 . f r the maJ rit, · o f th nat i\'e . in 
the entire tate d ied in that year. 

T he abor ig ine \\·ere long-li ,·ecl until E ur I ean . ca-m · to intr duce 
uch di eases a . yph ili . Too thache wa: unkn " ·n, ancl the~· had pcrf e t 

tee th unti l dea th . D i ea ~c " ·a · . uppo ed to I e ca u eel by th p re ·ence in thc 
bod y of a fo reign obj ect. T he me dicine man ,·i. ited the . ick per n. aJ1(\ 
placing a hollo,w tube upon the place o f th pa in, he ·uck e I ou t a t ick, st ne, 
dead liza rd , or sma ll snak e. T h i upp o. ccl cau e of the ickn e . . o f c ur e, 
he had previously concea led in th e tube or in hi s m outh . u t at an) ra~~ 
thi s bro ugh t about a psycho! g ical cure . wh ile herb and ot her remecli · cit< 
the rest. 

Lumb ago \\'a s relie, ·e<l by . \\'ea t ing the pa t ien t fe r t \\·cnt y r t~ ii_ty 
hour s in a S\\eat house. F or feHr the j u ice of wil d tobacc o \\·a:,; ta~en' in~ 
,,·a rd ly. Loca l in flammat ion \\'a refie, ·ccl b)' bloo<l-lettin (T " ·it h flmts a:-. l 
lancet s. T o cur e rh eum at i~n1 mall blister · " ·ere ra ised bv burni ng nett e. 
upon the flesh. Th e person ·u fferin ~ fr om pa raly. is "'~ - \\'hi pped wit!~ 
nettles and g i, ·en thorn- apple juic e to d rin k. F or ratt lesnake bites the:. 
applied \YOod ashes ancl herb: to the \\'Ottnd . and th e fine du t f ro 111 ant:--
nests wa s taken int ern a lly . .\ nd to r e 111ccl y ba ldn e s. chilli cothcs \ \'l ' lT burn ed 
and rubb ed as a pa ste int o the sca lp . 

:\L \RRL\ GE C LS T OMS 

\Vhen a girl reached pub ert y, th at fact \\'as ann ounc ed by her rela ti ve: '. 
for now she wa s read y fo r ma rri age and suit o rs were welcom e. Th e youn ::, 

· I · l l I · · o a tch was woman 111 ove pamt ec 1er c ieeks \\·1th reel pigment. nee a 111 

arran ged , the bride was purch ascc,l fr om her relati ves with shell mon ey 1~1ade 
from shells the size of a nick el, piercell in the center and strun g on stnn gs, 
about eight yard s o f which equ alled an A merican dollar in valu e. A ll t_he 
male relati ves of th e man \\:ere summoned, even to the nin eteenth cousin , 
rfl . h' l rI~l · ney wa s 1ey met m 1s mt and brou ght g ift s of shell mone y . u s. mo 1 ceremoniou sly carried to the bride to be di vided am ono- her assembled fema e 
relati ves. · All thi s ,vas preliminar y to settin g the ma;ria ge date , which ' "'a~ 
fixed after the brid e's relatives , several day s lat er , had brou ght basket s 0 

meal to th~ man 's hut to be app orti oned amon g hi s relati ves. 
The picture s<1ue marriage ceremon y follo wed soon after and wa~ : 

time of much merriment and feasting , especiall y if the m an was outstaocltn~ 
in the tribe. The inhabitants of the rancheria formed a double line along 
the path between the hut of the bride and that of the groom . Prese ntly , 
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all bein a ready, the bride appeared, dre ed in oft kin s, bright feathers, 
and many tr ancls of beads. O ne of her male relative s advanced, and carried 
her to\\"arcl the brid eg room, dancing as he went. The bride's family and 
fri ends fo llo\\"e I and gave foocl to th e gue . ts. Halfway to the hut of the 
bride?ro om hi relati, es met the proces ion. an I the "best man " carried the 
bride the rest of the " ·ay. placing f1er in the hut besicle1 her husband. Baskets 
of seeds were pour ed ove r their heads to denote ble sing and plenty for the 
new couple through all the clays of their lif e. Then the y \\ere left alone. 

\\ ith the fa ll of th e sun the dancing in their honor bega n an I continued 
through the night , \\"ith warrior s and hunter s takin g part. And as the men 
danced, the \\"i fe of each \\"ent throurrh the motions of killing wounded 
enemie s, o f skinnin g animal.. accordinrr to her husband's occupation. 

No longe r could th e bride Yi. it her pa rent s, though they could visit 
her at any time. If he felt , howev er , that she was mi streated by her hu1:-
band, she told her parent s. ,Yho gat her ed the mon ey paid for her and returned 
it. demanding the bride in return. \.t once . he married another man. 

A chie f could haYe tw o or thre e wi ves, but the subjects only one. Mar-
ria ge bet,Yeen kin fo lk \\"as st rictl y fo rbidd en. Infi c~lity of a ·wife was 
puni ~hed by death , or as an alternative the hu sband could demand the wife 
of hi s ow n wife 's lover. 

Fo llow ing a birth , both moth er and child "ere purifi ed in a steam hut 
called a "huchicero. ' ' \,Vil cl tan sy and water thrown on red hot stones caused 
medicat ed stea m to arise throu gh an opening in the roof , above which the 
mother and child lay wrapped in a mat. Morning and evening for three days 
this was repeated, the mother being allowed warm water to drink, but no 
food. Then she wa s given vege table s, but no meat. After two months 
had pa ssed , she took three pill s made of tobacco and meat in equal parts, 
and thereafter resumed her natural diet. 

If the ·woman was the wife of a chief, her child was bathed by old 
women , who thereupon drank the water and predicted the future of the 
child . Male children were under control of their parents until they were 
about fourteen, when the chief took charge. At birth a boy v,1as given a 
"touch," such as a wolf or eagle, for his protector, and when admitted as 
an adult member of the tribe , this was branded on his arm and thigh. Also 
it was worn carved from soapstone as a totem about the throat. 

/ 

RELIGIOUS BELIEFS 

\!\Then a medicine man died, his soul was thought to enter into the body 
of a bear; ~.o for that reason , together with the fact that the bear was a 
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dangerou a n ta goni . t. that anim a l wa . held . acr d. Ik idc . th e bear. \·ari us 
other creature were . a f e ir orn bein g m o les ted : th e o wl. he au : e it was the 
ha1·bin n-er f death; the ea g le . beca u -e o ne f thtir 111i,,h 1,· chi ci :- wa , supp .-ed 

i--. i--. • • h 
to ha\·e taken that fo rm at de at h; the er \\", beca u:e it , reto ld th e appi a 
of . tra nge r s ; an d porpoi . e . . beca u : · the y \\"Cre app o in tt d by Qua- o-:i r t 
guar d the co rn er of the Ga bri elin o \,·o rld. 

r . . f ·11 . in ,,·hich n each ranchen a ,,·a. a circul a r : truc tur c. \\" , ·en ,n o,, · 1 ,, ·er e held relig iou · cerem o ni e.-. T hi s wa s cal led the .. , ·anquec h ." held · ac re<_ 
ll . . . I 11 1 ea r sa ls fot at a lim e . . and co n cer ated ane,, · ea ch t 1111e 1t w as u e< . ,c 1 · ' · 1• · I I · · · l)ec o111e 111 c\·1c1·11 m en. t O ' cere m oni es . a n t 1e tra 111mg- o t yo ung m en t 

place in a s imilar bu t un con : ecra ted .-1 ruc t u re. l n th e . acred o ne onl y th e 
· 1 too k chie f. m ed icin e m en. male danc e rs and fe m ale s in ger . -a ll nt ''" 10111 

part in relig-io us ctremon ie: -, r ert : a llo,Yed to ente r. 1 • • • " " or • Cr \·en t , e If a crimin a l could ga111 a cln11t tancc t1) the , ·a nquec h. he '' ct:-- ~ 1 
pri vi lege of sanctu ary and ne, ·er again m o le. ted , tho ug h he ,ya s :-lntnn ed as 
a coward and hi s fa m ily su ffered th e puni shm ent ri g htfully hi s. 

• - 1 .. .. - 1nd e ,,t r\n exce pt ion to th e exc lu . 1, ·en es s of the .. , ·anq uec 1 ,, ,ts 1 • e 
fu neral s . \\'hen a ll rclati, ·es a !--:-l"ll1blcd there in to s in g a d ir ge in uni :-:on to th e 

. . 1 . I . I l · l I ll ) '" k• r-hon accomparnment o t a :-; Hill ''" 11:-t e. 111ade l ,v b o ,, ·m cr o n t 1e 10 < ' ,.... • l 
f I -l' l . . l · 1 . I l I 0

) I . ,· 'I I ,, · h JC 
1 

o_ a: eer . 1e ccrem o 111es co nt1mte ( llllll t 1C )0( Y_ Jega n l (: ( ec:a_ ·. _'. ncl hi s 
time 1t \Yas burned. J f the dead 111a11 head ed a family, all !11s effect:-- d 
hut ,, ·ere burned. 

Other services \Yere in the form o f thanks for v ict o n ·. petiti o n s ~or_ 
vengeance , and reenactm ent of the , ·irtues of dea d heroe s.. ·the ritual bei_ngl 

. Ill . ·11 clne c accompa111ed by dance s and so ng·s to th e ho lluw rattle of pe )) es 1 
turtle shell s. Th e ir \\"ar dance has been de sc ribed a s grand. so lemn , 
maddening . 

~1·1 ... 1 · · · · · J · ·er occa-. 1ere wa s 1ttle fightm g among the tribes m tl11s area. 10\,e, ·_ .1, 
. 1 "d f · · · I I · al11' ) s10na ra1 s rom the fier~e , \p~che : b~111g the. pr111~1pa < a1~ge_1 • Evi-

feuds , though , ,, ·ere established 111st1tutions la st 111o- tor aene1 at10ns. 1 .._ . . . . . t- b ' ' brea < dently the y had little faith 111 the o ld say111g. "S tick s and stone~ t11ai) 
1 

by 
m y bones. but name s will never hurt me." becau se in stead of settlmg fe~K 5 

h . I 1 · J t tl e1r own p ys1ca com )at, they called one another names 111 so ngs sung JOU 1 ter-
campfire s. A song battle lasted for eight day s at a time. and 111 some mys 
ious way was supposed to injure the enem, ·. · 

'fh G b . . · · . I I 1 . name e a nel1110 believed 111 one Gocl-Oua-o-ar-and he c 115 •• . . . . . ·- . . l t thett sac1ed, only speak111g 1t 111 a hushed whisper. Us uall y the y rcfe11ec O 'fe. 
God by an attribute, such as "Y-yo-ha-rino--nain " meaning Giver of L_i 
C d · h I · 1::, ' rect 1011· onnecte . wit t 1eir creed were no evil spirits, no devil, no re sur 
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T hey did, howe,·er. belie,·e in immorta lity o f the soul. 
It is not known definitely whether they bclie,·ecl. a did some o f the north-

ern trib es, that immortality coul l only be achie,·ecl thr otwh the aid of a "man 
eate r' ' (a per on supposed to be de~e nded from the coyo te that ate a piece of 
fie h from the dead body o f one of their o-reat prophet s) ,,h o, being ummon-
ecl, devoure d a piece of flesh from the shoulder of the dead man . If the 
Gabri elino s followed thi.~ pra ct ice. it wa s prob ably an honor resen eel for 
chiefs and medicine men . 

Th eir legend o f creat ion ,,·a . not unlike th at of Gene is. The y believed 
that in the beginnin g the ,, oriel was in a state of chaos , until Qua-o-ar gave 
it form. placing it upon the shoulders of seYen giants created for that purpose 
Th en animal s were fo rmed. and finally man and \Yoman, who were order ed 
to live together . A nd To hohas was the man' s name ancl Pob a, it the \\Oman 's. 

LEGE1'O OF T HE PLE IADES 

Like all peoples since the beginnin g o f tim e, these Indians had their 
beautiful leo-end s and J)asse d them on fr om fa ther to son for generation s. b , 
One of the best known o f the se is the legend o f the Pleiaeles, in which the 
mod ern airpl ane ' "as fore shad owed . 

Seven brother s marri ed .,even sisters. in th e respecti ve order of their ages, 
and all lived together in a littl e village o f th eir om1. At fir st th ey were very 
happ y. Dail y the men hunted together . ,, hile the wom en dug roots and picked 
berries. But graduall y the ard ent loYe of the hu sbands began to cool--all except 
the love of the young est brother for the youn gest sister , and their love increas-
ed. . . 

As time went on, the sisters noticed that only the youngest husband con-
tinued each day to brin g his wife a rabbit. The y noticed , likewise , that the 
men alwa ys returned fir st from the hunt , and when they themselves came 
back bearing seeds and berri es, the other hu sband s reported no succes s. Becom-
ing suspicious , the sister s hid their younge st in a clump of willow near the 
camp to watch the mo vement s of the men. And in the evening they asked the 
youngest sister what she had seen. She told how the men all returned with 
rabbits , how they roa sted and ate them , and how the y then buried the skin and 
bones to conceal the evidence of their unfaithfulnes s. She told , too , how her 
own husband reser ved one of his two rabbit s for her, and how he v,,as ridi-
culed by his brothers for so doing. 

On hearing thi s., the sister s decided to escape from their cruel hu sband s. 
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One sugg e ted that th e_· chan ge them eh·e _ int water, an ot her that they be-
come t ne , and a thir d that the y become tr : . Eac h in turn ma le a · ugg · -
tion, an d the yo un ges t i ter · \\' ;_ that the o th er ~ix b c me star ~. for in ti~ 
k--y the) cou ld tantaliz e their hu . ba nd by being ,-i~ible , and yet \\' ulcl reni~ tn 

· · f lea, 1nc:r out of rea ch. fo r her. cl f, the y un ge . t . aid she ha d no 111tent1on ' 
her hu -band. 

So the next clay, thei r hu band bein g o- ne. the i tcr. ,,· ,· a la rg 
bas ket of reed s th at g re\\' b) an enchanted . pr in g . . \n d takin n- th Y un c:re. t 
si ter \\ ith th em by force, they sa ile I int o the sky and e tab \ishecl them . elve 
6efore ni ghtfall a the P leiade . or e\·e n i ter . 

But the yo un ge t brother g ri e, ·ecl o long ove r hi lo. t \\'i fe, that the 0t her 
sisters, m oved with comp as ion . . ent him th eir reed ba ket , and he became th e 
con stellati on Tauru . \Yhich i. no\\· to be een in the ky next to the even 
S ist er s. 

E .\ GLE FE \ST 

W . · \ · ' I' \ en it " as 1th the fir st cr oa k111g of th e fr og . , um m er wa s us he rec 111. 1 d 
that great ri va lr y ex isted bet,, ·een yo un g m en of th e villa ges to see "h o wou ~ 
first discover an eag le ·s nes t ; fo r in the autumn , fo lio ,, ing the seed and ben Y 
season s, a yo un g bird ,,·ould be needed fo r the g reat eag le feast. 

I are-Once an aeri e wa s fo und. it ,m s the dut y of the yo un g men to <eep c 
ful watch, and when the bird wa s read y to fl y, it was removed from the ne St 

and carried in trium1)h to one of the lar crer v illacres. T he pr ocess ion was m et 0 . b . • the 
by a group of young women , who accornparned th e royal bird to a cage 111 

center of the village. d 
At last came the time of the fe ast and th e he ad medicine man sumrnone 

the inhabitants for mil es around to att~ncl the event, held on a moonlight night 
w~th spectators sitting in a lar ge circle. The ritual took place on a level spo:;. 
with four feather-decorated poles planted in the earth at each of the fot 
cardinal points of the compass. 

Bearing the eagle in his hands, the medicine man entered the circle, walked 
slowly round and round the fire in the center. A ll was silent, the people awed 
at what was to take place. Presently the medicine man mounted a platfor~ 1 

and spoke to the bird, giving him a message for Qua-o-ar, his voice rising in 
power to an eerie chant, exhorting the bird -to carry the message swiftly a~d 
faithfully 

. Then turning suddenly to the assembly, the celebrant showed th~m th e 
bircl--dead , by some sleight of hand--the spirit ascended to heaven w1th the 
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message . 1 he body was then thrown into the fire. and the night " as rounded 
out \\ ith feasting. 

All in all, the aborigine~ \\"ere by no mean the lowe t of the human race. 
as most California histo rian s un familiar \\"ith their usefu l qualitie s attest. 
The Indian fared prett y well und er the paniard. It was not until the secular-
ization of the missions and the comin g of the American s, prejudiced from 
desperate encounters with the fierc e midwe st trib es. that the Gabrielino 
Indian met his doom . 

The Indian s have been tre ated at ome lengt h her ein, becau se information 
on the subject is not generall y aYailable. and few historie s deal with the 
material. Yet the era o f the Indian is one epi ode of life in Beverly Hill s. 

CH. PTER III. 

THE VA LDEZ FAMIL \ 

-- A fter the abori gines. ·Maria Rita Va ldez de V illa and her family were the 
first residents of Beverlv Hills. Ma ria Rita's grandparent s. parents and 
husband all arrived in Caiifon~ia with the expeditions of 178 1. organized to 
found the pueblos of Lo s Angele s and Santa Ba rbara . Her grandfather, Luis 
Quintero , was one of the 12 poblaclore \\ ho agreed to settle in Los Angeles; 
her father, one of the soldiers in the compan y which accompanied the colonists 
for protection. These ad venturer s, with their staunch wives, made the arduous 
overland march from Mexico in 140 clays to e,;tablish the sovereignty of 
the Spanish King in the new golden land. 

Meanwhile, as a boy of ~ix , Maria Rita's future husband, in the company 
of his soldier-father, was journeying to California through the Colorado 
desert by way of Yuma. This was Vicente Ferrer Villa .. The uncharted march 
took from March to July of the year 1781. A quarter of a century later, Villa 
was serving as a corporal in the Santa Barbara Company, and in 1808 he 
married Maria Rita at the Mission San Gabriel. 

A complete history of the Valdez family ( also .ref erred to in certain old 
documents as "Baldez" and "Valdes") would furnish one of the most absorb-
ing chapters in California events , but that history will probably never be 
written. While frequent mention -is made in early chronicles of its metpbers, 
few of these references are linked together to indicate relationships. (.,..They 
were good and bad, these early people--sh t captains and soldiers, colonists 
and scapegoats, peace officers and bandits ) 
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20 F BE\.ERLY II ILL. . 

. f B \ erly In the compan y f the fi rst wh ite men t lo k upo n the - ite O • 

H ·1 J B V 1 · - r. · I p I 1·1·a and re. pt 1 s, uan . a clez cam e o\·erland 111 l /\ ) w it 1 ac re : e ' . f ·1., - I rn " 
and Capta in Porto la . \\"ith th e latter he t r :n · rsed the lengt h c~f a I i·( on 
f . I f . . . . I J n . I \ . I . t n xpec t i our time ., )e ore J01111ng \\·1t 1 ua n ua t1sta < e . n za . 11. • 

in 1774 a. a gui de an 1 'm at chl e. co u rie r .. 
Herbert E. Dolton, th e d i:t ing ui : hecl edit r f "':\n za's l '...xpeclill ,

11
~1~ 

I I · ·v \ · :1 ldcz \\" :ts records that when part f :\ nz a ·_ m en we re. tr anc c:c 111 1 um:i . ·. . · \\·rit es. 
unque . tioned hero. " Carce: . . tw m uletee r s and nin sn ld iers . h . c; 11 
"rema ined in Yuma to a\\ ·a it th e comman de r . But f r a lclez lb e_r f.,,Ia.}nd 

f J' f ·111 ·1 C re st. \ i\ ith Portol a he h ad four t ime : tra ,·eled th lengt h a 1 1 .~ · . . He 
r idd en from Mex ico C ity to Tubae " ·ith \nza' o rd ers fr m the V ic 10b·e<tO 
ha l follow ed Anz a to an ·abric:I. an d g ne \,·ith th e pack tr a in t an 

1 
; " . 

and back. He had ca rri ed :\nza' cli. patche s fro m an Gabr iel t :i uni a . •ta 
accomp ani ed b) ? nly tw o_ ol lic_r. .. he hu r ri ed n ho r seb ack t Ji o r~~: -~i~o: 
From there , bearin g pr ec1ou · c\1a n es a ncl le tt e rs. he ro le alo _ne to .· ,c es, 
Juan Bautista Va ld ez de ·en ·es to be rem emb ered ." 'l'e ll in g f hi s e:xpell el 14 
"T l D 1 · f J B · ·• · · 1\fe:xico Jun e ' . 1e ec ar a_t1on o uan . a ut1sta \ ~lclez \\-~ts \\Tttt e1~ 111 . • • • Do rotea , 
1774. Th_e kmg l? ·;_mted _h1111 a pension f r Ii fc. J u~n _s cl~tu g!itei · ·a rt os . 
"as born 111 San D iego, 1; 93, and 26 yea rs late r \Yas It \·m g Ill Sa n C ear:: 

In Bancroft' s com pil at ion o f C~li fo rni a inh ab it ant s bet\reen ti~ y nio 
1769 and 1800, there a re 15 memb ers o f th e Valdez fa mil y list ed. " uge 111_ 

· 1re st1 
Valdez , one of the founders of Los ,-\n gdes, di ed in 1800 . r\ n t0_1110 · I 
ably his brother. O\Yned no land of hi s 0 \\'n but lived wi1h E uge nt0. 1 las t 

. 1 eoft1e A nother adventurer. Lieutenant Cayeta no Va ldez . ma. ( e on 1 f the 
S . h f . . o111111anc o pams voyage s o imp ortance to th e north east coast 111 c ' an-
schooner "Mexicana ." He sa iled from J\capulco on l\1a rcb 8, 1792, accot~;.ait S 
ied by another sch oo ner captained by D ioni sio A lcala. to explore th ~ ~a ldeZ 
around Vancou ver. Cayet an o ,vas later killed at Trafalgar. Salvadot ' 
was also a ship captain at thi s time. 

39 
and 

By 1790 the pueblo at Lo s An ge les had a white population of 1 ' }1i5 
h b rts from among t e newcomers was another Valdez brought here y repo · . 1897. 

relations of freedom and wealth. This was M elecio Valdez , who came_ 111 }(et 
A . . . h s poc grant of land was ordered for him , but he earned the grant 111 1 

and never recorded it. . the 
Of the second generation, Jose Ramon Valdez, born in the pueblo th-

year 1803, served as a soldier for 10 years after reaching his eighteen th t ter 
day, and in 1838 was sindico for the Santa Barbara district, four years a 
becoming juez de pas and in 1843 maJ· ordomo at Ventura. 

Luciano V alclez wa s from 1827 to 1832 the pneblo' s schoolma ster ' 
at fl 
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salar y of $15 a month. H is appointment follo,,·ed ;:i two year ·acation afte1-
the ayun tamiento had di charged the fir t teacher . l\Iax ima P ina . L uciano likc-
wi e was later dischar ged because of the ··tack o f impr ovement in the public 
school of the pueblo,' ' and another yea r elapsed befo re a successo r was found 
to take his place. 

Ot hers o f the second or thi rd genera tion:-; bearin g the \ aldez nam e ma ) 
be ment ioned together. Raphael. soldier. born in the pueblo, marrie l Rafael a 
P ico,and they had fo ·e childr en. Rod rigo was a shoemaker in :Monterey, 1841. 
Salvador \\'as a fif er about the ame time \\'ith the San Franci sco Compan y. 
Ba ilia \\'as a regiclore in Los Angeles and a memb er of the ayuntamiento 
betw een 1831 and 1837 and in 18-1-0 \Yas sinclico. 

Still others living in South ern Cali fornia at that time or earli er were Cres-
ccncio. F ranci sco, l\lliguel, Gervas io. Juli an, Gregorio, l\laximo ,_-\ntonio 
Albino, J ose Rapha el, Jo se Lorenzo, J ose Basilio, Jo se i\ilele sio, Ju an Melesio , 
Jo se l\Iaria , ancl A ntonio Ivlaria. 

l\fa ria Rita , it appear s, was a younger sister of J ose Maria , in which event 
J oaquin Murietta , famed bandit leader, \\'as her nephew; at any rate , th at same 
relat ionship exi sted betw een J ose l\Ia ria and M uriett a. 

\ Vhile no descripti on exists of ::\Ia ria Rita , J ohn Ste ven McGroart y 
has recorded a description of the man who appar ently was her father , Don 
Antonio lVIaria Valdez. ' ' \ :Vhere the DO\vney Block now stands ," 1/IcGroart y 
writes , " we mi ss the time-w orn , little old gentl eman who was wont to sit there 
all clay before the humble adobe--cared for by two faithful daughter s after the 
mother had left the scene. A soldier o f by-gone days, to judge from the 
antique dress which he delighted to wear ; in the same he was buried , at the 
age of ninet y-two year s, Jul y 29. 1859. Thi s was Don Antonio Valdez , who 
had served at San Diego , San Gabriel and Santa Barbara , and in many an 
Indi an chase or combat. " 

But the famil y histor y does not end with Don Antonio. In 1844 the 
"cholos ,'' criminals relea sed from Mexican pri sons to serve under Governor 
Micheltorena were ra vaging the state. Commanded by Felix Valdez , an irate 
detachment of SO men and 7 women marched to lVIonterey to demand the re-
mo val of the "cholos, " which Micheltorena agreed to do by a treaty signed at 
Laguna bearing the signature of Felix Valdez. And the next year Felix Valdez 
and Castanares were the two Mexican commi ssioners appointed to arrange 
the terms of the Treaty of San Fernando , by which Micheltorena and his 
followers were forced to return to Mexico. 

Between August and October , 1846, \vith a new flag flying over the state , 
one Urita Valdez revolted against the Americans. Stockton had left the Amer-
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\ I .\ le.xi an ican Lieute nant ( ' illc ·pie in charge at h· pueblo of L o· . ng · ·:-. 
I · · I · J \ I I I 1cnt "r ' ". up cu ·tom. anc amu ement: \\. r 111 t ·1 ·r , \\·111. . u r H t nt ' 11 . n la 

am on~ ~he ,1 x i can ff ic rs and ilam cl int r ,· ,It.. L ed by . . r ~1•1~l \ ~\
1
~l~-

an I L nta \ aldez. th e re, · lter. ann m· ecl th<: .-\111 rn:a n: \\'h 'e, 1 P · · . 1 
T hey ra llied 300 m n . .-\ t th "hino ;anch c,f l : aac \ \ "illi am : th ey ·aptll\ t 

15 mer ican includin ,..., B. . \ \"ibo n ( la t r a n \\' 11 r f Ra n h l· I_ R t e 
1 I \ ) · . . ··th h1 111 n. c e a. o-ua. and f reed ,tl lc~p1e to : 11rn .-nckr a nd lea ,· t '' n " 1 · 
_ , . . . t f r th e 

. _rhe t ry of the . a l Jez tamily _ doe:;_ 11 t encl !1 r~, bu t _~x_ P . 
1 

ha s 
pnnc1pal s c nn ectecl ,n th B ,·erly 11111: cl1rect l~·- th1:; f1r:;t b1 tcf ullit 
per hap · been car ried fa r enou~h . 

~H . \PTEh. 1 . 

LI FE . TH J~ LJ J{.-\~ 'H 

bl. I ·un : hiJle, 
. P ictu_re a peopl e pr osperou . and ca_re fr e, br \\·nee.I b_y the dll < " Time ,' ' 

\\ 1th nothm g more urgent th an watchm o- th e cloud s shi ft pattern · . sed 
ran the old say ing , " wa s made for . lm ·es ," and \\'hen a toa t ': ·as pt po 
with good red wine , " Health and dollar. !' ' wa s a cu stomar y sentiment. •th 

· sheeted wt isualize a land scape cloaked i.n sprin g \\·ith blue lupme s. . er-
burni shed poppies, carpet ed ,vith pink owl clov er--and silent benea th an e~ck-
1 · I c:treams tt 1 

c 1angmg sky. Groups of cattle dotted the plain s, kept green JY ·· ' !\alias 
ling from Canada de lo s Encina s ( Benedict Can yon) and Canada de la s ' ::, of 
F . ( C t sc1uad ran s nas olclwater Can yon.) A nd in the full of the moon, grea ' feed 
wild geese awakened the ranchers with their honking , as they settled to 
near the present site of the Civic Center. 1 f the 

.i __.-This was_life on the old Rancho Rode o de la s \gua s, the Rane 
1 0 

eallls 
'athering of the \i\Taters , which clerivecl its poetic name from the clear 

st r at111, 
1. . . . I ·oad sw w 11ch ran down the canyon ~, convergmg each ramy sea son 111 a Jl 

or cienega where Pico Boulevard crosses today. . 111e-
In traditional manner, Saint Anthony was the patron of the rancho,dso ,1·th · · f se -w times referred to as the San A ntonio Rancho , but not to be con u 

another and larger rancho of that same name . M g. 
According to official records, the rancho had been assigned ~o ~11js-

Valdez in 1831 by Governor Alvarado· but perhaps that elate 15 a cJ1o . ' Tl ran prmt for 1841, as Alvarado was not governor until the latter elate. ie lateS 
d . . . . . 1843 d the ( a JOnung to the west, moreover, was not granted until , an_ f pat· 

should correspond approximately. In the petition for confirmation ° 
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ent in 1852, the original grant ha\·in,,. been 1 ·t. i\la ria Rit a Valde z te ·tified 
the g rant had been made in 183 . Ce1·ta inly the rancho had been inhabited 
fo r some year s pr eviously, ped rnps fo r mor than a decade. as was th e custom 
un der the loo e manner of Janel tenur e in those days . 

\ ,\That of note was takin o- place nearb) at the tim e the fir t grant wa 
made? In the history of Be\·erly H ill. 184 1 \Yas notable. In th at year Don 
Benit o ·\ Vilson ancl \ \ illiam \ \ orkm an, late r to become owner s of th e rancho. 
a rri ved overland in the leepy pueblo oi Los .Angeles with it 1100 inhabit-
ant s. In that yea r \ Villiam \Volfskill , whose brother , J ohn. lat er owned th e 
rancho at \ Vestw ood, plantecl t\YO acres of oran ge t rees near Los Angele and 
became the state's fir st ora nge gro \Yer. In tha t yea r . by a decr ee of the Mex-
ican Congress aboli shin g the municip al fo rm of eli- governm ent , the admin-
istration o f Lo s Angele s wa s conducted by a semi-milit a ry Prefect named 
Santia gC? A rguello. 

Th e official procedur e under which the El Rodeo de las \ gua s grant 
was made follo wing a definite order. U nder Mexican law , I\lari a Rita Val dez 
selected a tract of un settl ed land , bein g a responsible citizen , and applied for a 
grant , accompanying her petition with a rud e map . Go,·. A lvar ado submitt ed 
the petition for investiga tion to the local alcalde, who consulted such persons 
and records as he deem ed necessar y, an d finding all sati sfactor y, returned a 
favorable report. Being now satisfied with the petiti oner s abilit y to use the land 
the go vernor wrote on the report' s margin , '' Let the title issue. " The paper s 
were then passed to the Secr etar y of Stat~ , who made out the formal gran t 
and tendered it to the Assembly for appro, al. For a grant to become . official 
sometimes required several years , but at last , upon receipt of the formal grant , 
M. R. Valdez presented her title to the alcalde , who roughl y sur veyed the 
bounds. 

This survey of the Rancho El Rode o de las Agua s was not made in the 
precise fashion of the present clay. Indeed , it was not even deemed necessar y 
to tak e comp ass directions , the lines being run instead by sighting to natural 
landmarks. With two witnesses ., the alcalcle rode out on horseback and meas-
ured the tract with a riata fifty varas in length. The survey was probably made 
in the usual manner, with the horse galloping. A vara was equal to thirty-
three and one-half inches , and estimates were roughly made, "poco · mas o 
menos"--"a little more or less ." 

The office of alcalde was of old Spani sh origin , and the person chosen 
each year in every pueblo had jurisdiction in all criminal and civil cases. He 
served in a capacity similar to that of ju stice of peace today, but with much 
more power, until under the Mexican regime when his jurisdiction was restrict-
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not more tha n $ 100. But a th im o i he: . un · ·y in 1u ·st i011. the :1lc~l'.~cl 
ruled th e pueb l ; and \\' ith h i. multiiari 11 legal. lcg isla i, ·c . ;rnd un f f ici,t 
peace -mak ing clutie_. he "·a:,; a hi ghly imp ort a nt figme in arly Ii il'. 1 , 

Bounding the Ha nch F l !foci •n 0 11 the l·asl la\· l{ancho La Brea . 0 11 t 
1

1 
\\'et Ranch o . an J o. c cle P,ueno . . \nc: ( . t. lo . ' l;h f th 0 c;onrl \ ir s) . an<_ 
on the . out h R anch : de la ·ieneg; ( of th· ~\,·ati1p ) . Rin co n cle lo:-; Bu ye~ 

the o rn er o f the xe11) . and L a P, II na ( th \ \ ' Ital l. . . 
·1·1 ' ' I - · J · I I I · tl11 · -;cctJ Oll , - 1e v a dcz ranch embra ced -l 3t acres n I t , , n · 1e. t a n , 111 :-. · . . 1 

· ro ughly rnr re. pond ing to the pre :e nt Ii rnncl a r ies o i Le, · rly 11 ilb. hu t ' ' 
1
~\ 

. l 1· . · 1 f l ' H ul e\·a 1c 1t out 1ern me abou t a qu art er o f a m ile the o ther . i t 1 0 · 

a nd it ea: te rn t ip extend in g ligh t! · pa . t Fa irf ax .-\ \·cnu e. . 
D urin •r thi s per iod, alth ugh th e mi :: ions had f er t il fi eld ~ a nd \·in •ya rd :-,. 

• '°" • t I f hc:1ns ag ncultu re on th e fa r-flun g ranch os \\'a: a im JS t 11 n-e:,.;1. tent. a pa c 1 .. · tl 
and another o f co rn !)!an ted nea r the h ouse heincr abou t the nly co nces. 

1 
1 b (1';JC f C ( 

to aidin g nature in an abun da n t land . :\' ea r th pu eb lo . a f e,, per ~on :S ~11n' .~ tl 
in tillin g the ea rth w ith a plo \\' m a le of a cro oked oa k limb tipp ed ' " h 

110
.~ 

I an how and drawn by oxen . Co rn and bea n · \,·e re plan te d by ha nd . .-\ ge n t c_m< ' , . a 
e\ ·er, could be bothered with no thin g but th e rai sin g cat t le , and it ,, ·a s "
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cattle ranch that El Rode o de La s .-\ gua s became fam ous . 

THE R \ NCH HOL SE 1\1\0 110:.l E LIFE 

The old ranch hou se \\'a s typical of it s da y. Built on an elevated ploBt 
0

{, 
• • . l Sun set otl open ground, about where the old \\ h1tt1er h ouse now stanc s on . . w 

l . . . f . ho ]3es 1dc::, e evarc, 1t commanded an unmterrupted view o the entire ranc · · · . had 
abling the detection of hor se thie ves or marauding Indian~. the locatt~n bJeVJ 
other advantages· it was protected from the hot wind s which frequent Y cc: ' breez -
over the ridge from San Fernando Valle y , and it was cooled by ocean 
each day. . ting 

. A h El R d 1 · l t · color pa 111 
~ .n.t t e o eo grammar sc 1001 may be v1ewec a wa e t- .· tiott 

of the ranch house, mentally reconstructed by an arti st from the <lesct 
1
~ ttet' 

furnished by the editor of this work. Adobe houses in those days , no 1
1
11

a 011e 
· 'th on Y how affluent the owner, were constructed one story in height Wt L Brea 

suite of rooms. The roof was flat and covered v,,ith asphalt from th e a vere 
· · cl · h · h" k tl e rooms ' pits m1xe wit coarse sand . As the walls were two feet t 1c , 1 itar)' 

but dimly lighted. Floors were bare, for rugs were considered both un san bi.ti"' 
and troublesome . Doors and windows were without locks: there were 110 

glars. 
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ln : icle, the hou:e \\'as :;irnJ)lv furni slied. llid e-co\'c rcd chair~ stood ao-ainst . 
the " alls. Table s \\'ere sto ut ancl ser\'ic eable. O n!) one hit o f ext ra\' aga nce 
wa. c,·iclent. and that lavished on the beds. " ·hich--in the mann er of the time--
were co, ·erecl \\·ith lace-trimm ed sat in. Th e ~-ale ado rnm ent' in the house "as 
a wax figure of the Virgin \\'ith the infant Je sus. lJefo re which stood a flick-
erin g candle and a bouquet of wild flo\\'ers. 

For con venience , when the ranch o came into th e pos csion of Dona Maria 
Rita Valdez de Villa. her hu sband ha vin~ cliecl in 183 5. leav inn· her" ith e\'en 
daughter s and a son, the Valdez- ilia fa mily maintain ed another hou se on 
:\lain Street in Los \n gele... . \ trip from the ranch o to the pueblo 
requir ed nearl y a full clay. It \\'as to her house there that Dona :\Jaria Rita \\'as 
later to move her belon gings and family to e cape the Indian rai ds . 

Surrounding the ranch house \\ ere scattered the tule hut s of a few 
Indian retainers. Servants were faithful and cheap. Do na Maria Rita exercised 
complete authorit y over the hou sehold sen ant s, \\'ho ofte n slept on mats in the 
hou se while others who worked out sicle were supen ·isecl by a majordom o 
selected from their mid st, who se position was second in hon or only to that of 
the ranchero himself-in this case Dona l\la ria 's son. 1\IIariano Villa. 

From what we knuw of Californian in general, we can picture life on the 
rancho accurately. The people were as health y and athletic as any in the world; 
tall, muscular , well featured, with blood kept more pure than in the case of 
inhabitants of l\Iexico, resulting in a superior type. Separated from 1\/Iexico. 
society took its own manners, customs and habit s. becoming ever more inde-
pendent, more peace-loving , more generou s. They were born mu sicans, playing 
guitars with romantic clash, and the y sang with out training. On foot and on 
horseback their movements and !!esture s were easy and picturesque; and, Ii vino· b 

amid scenes of natural beauty , all their clays spent in the open, . even the old 
were strong and young in spirit. 

Their clay began with the fading o f the "luzero ," or morning star, when 
at the break of dawn Maria Rita 's voice would sound through the ,house. 
"Arise, children; sit up and pray. " The family would then dutifully repeat 
the angelus, sittmg in bed, following \\'ith the singing of '' El Alba ," hymn of 
the dawn , which began: l 

''No ·w com.es the dawn, 
Da}' is breahng , 

Let ·11s gi'lle thanl~s 
Hl ith joyfulness. 

Then the servants ,.vould bring chocolate for the grown-ups to sup in bed, 
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\\·hile the children f 11 back on heir pillow s for a la : t at-nap; after " ·hich 
the male: members of the household would depar t tn begin th afia ir s of th c 
day, returning lat er f r a breakfa : t con: i in g u. ually oi be f. eggs . bea ns, 
bread and coffee . 

. --\fler breakfast, lea,·incr th ,,. men to their ow n d ,·ice: . the 111en rod 
o ff a~ain to in . pcct the act i~it,· n the ranch or t ,·i . it friend s. The neare ·t 
neighbor. were \ugu : tin :\lu~hacl , n the La L ·llcna Ranch . and Tomas 
Sanc hez. on the L-t ienega grant. 

}If ea mrhi le in the hou eholcl ,, ·ould be hea rd the I at-p:-it f India n " . met~ 
hapi11g lump s o f corn meal cl ugh in t tort illa s l ct\\' en their pal m s, tocr .the

1 

,rith the hu ffle of bare feet and the clatter o f c ppcr kettle a pr eparat , n s 
for th e noo nday mea l ,r ere made. 

Thi mea l con i. le I of br th and to r ti lla., fo ll ,,. cl by 1 eef . fr ij oles 
pe1~hap s a ,:ege ta!)le, ,, ·ith auce made of gree n _P'2~>p r:, ton~at ~s, ~1ions ai:~ 
pa 1. ley . I• 111e \\·111es ,,·ere ecu recl fr m the 1\11 1 n an Ga l n el. rh e me 
ended with some ,,·eet de s ert. The e,·e nin rr m ea l wa m re . imp le. By eigh t 
o clock, exce pt on festi ,·c occas ion , e,·eryo ne retir e I. 

\\·a h <lay on the ranc ho wa s tu rn ed int o a holiday . Fa mili es fr om sur,~ 
ro un ding ranchos, with s.oilecl clot h in g pil ed hi rrh in an ox -clra ,rn " ca rr ~ta ,_ 
a rri ved ea rly in the morn ing , bri nrring ,, ·ith th em fo od fo r a noo n- da y picni c 
under th e sycamor e tre es a long th e str eam in Co ld wat er Canyon . 

A parade of In dia ns acco mp anied th e " carr etas." A ga in st sm oo th st0 11es 
l I I. · 1 · te th en t 1e nc tan wo m en rub bed th e clo thes until th ey we re gleamin g w 11 , 
1 · . d th e t 1ey spread them out to dr y on low bushes. So m eo ne played a gu1ta 1, an 

rest sa ng, while th e work p rog ressed. A t clusk all returne d to th eir home s. 

THE RANCHERO 

T l . . 1 · · t a scarlet 1e ranchero was trul y th e lorcl o f ht s clom am. About 11s wa is , . t 
sas h denoted a gentl em an. W ith hi s gold-banded sombero, hi s boler? Ja~ke t 
o f green or blue or purple , hea vily embroider ed with sil ver thread s, lus ve v;, 
or broa dcloth trou ser s sla shed at the sid es belo w the knee s, and his soft dee A 
sk in shoes, he pr esent ed a pictur esque fi gur e, especiall y on fe stiv~l da ~!inst 
cloak or da rk blu e 'o r black br oa dcloth was the cu stomary protect10n a i:, 
1 . • • 1 · rancho, t 1e wea ther. Wh en the ranchero was ove rseemg the activity on 115 

hi s ga rb was har dly less ornate. 
. . . . . . . d "The F or hi s hor sem am.h1p, the Caltforrnan ha s been Justly pia1 se · ,, 

Ara bs, the Gauch os and the Commanch es w ere hi s inferior s in the respect,,., ·de,.. 
one ea rly w riter observed, and that w as covering a lot of ground . To n 
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mare was beneath the dignity of every ranchero and vaquero. \s most of the 
rancher o's Ii fe wa spent in the addle. thi s wa~ at once the mo t ornate and 
expensive part of his equipm ent : \\"ith a low eat ancl \\"icle pommel, the sa Idle 
was ornam ented with sih er , and had st irrup s cut from a sin :rle block of woo I, 
with leather tapaclera s to prot ect the feet. 

To ride 60 miles in one day was not an ext rao rdin ary feat , with luggag e 
consistin g of a blanket, a hor sehair rope for picketing the mount , and a small 
sadd le-bag conta ining ground corn and sugar for an emergency. On a journ e_ , 
if the hor se sho-wecl signs of gi,·ing out , the ranchero " oukl lasso another 
from the neare st field and ride on, repeat ing thi s procedur e untiil his destin-
ation was reached. 

For prot ection he carried a knife sheathed in his garte r at the out side 
of his right leg, toget her with a pistol and riata on the saddle . The riata ,:va.s 
by far his most tru sted weapon , and with nothin g mor e, man y a ranchero 
strangled a bear that appeared suddenl y on a mount ain trail. 

In thi s clay of juvenile laxit y, it is int erest ing to note the obedience that 
was exacted at that time from children , even after the yea rs of their majorit y. 
Without parental permission, which was gi, en at about the marri agea ble age 
of 22, a boy could not take his fir st shave; nor could he, ever smoke in his 
father 's pre sence, at least not without asking lea, e. On thi s po.int Nellie Van 
de Grift Sanche z writes: "N o so11, even if fifty or sixty yea rs of age and the 
father of a family himself , dared to smoke , or sit, or wear a hat in the presence 
of his fathter , and fathers not infrequentl y chastised grow n sons with the 
lash." 

RURAL LAVv 

In the environs of Los Angeles, law and order was kept by rural guards 
called "jueces del campo," who visited the ranchos periodically and heard any 
complaints. The office of "judge of the plain s" was one of glory and dignity , 
especially under Mexican ' rule, when the great cattle barons held sway. They 
held court , over thefts of calves or cattle disputes, from the hurricane deck 
of their saddles, receiving no monetary compensation. 

Theirs also was the honor of directing the proceedings at all rodeos in 
their district. They were on hand to make decisions over the ovvnership of 
unbranded cattle, and many a dispute they settled with the common-sense 
wisdom of a Solomon. Their word was final, and their person highly respected 
it 'is reported of D011 Antonio Maria Lugo that when he was a judge of the 
plains he was so angered by one Pedro Sanchez, who refused to "uncover" 
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a th e ju dg e rode I y, that the latt r nearly trampled him to ,kath . The oiiice 
o f Ju ez de l Camp \\·a. c ntinu ed th r,rngh the early .\mcrican period . 

As old map are the short ha nd o f ro m ance, rn Id br and:-. are the hcr al clr:, 
o f Ca li forn ia. ,\ n entir e hi tory o f the pa :tora l pe r iod \\·ith \\·hi ch \\"C arc 
dea lin g mi ght be ,n itte n ar oun d th em . They were the coat::--of-ar m s f the 
ge nt ee l new \\·orld ari . t cracy . Today th e::-e o ld bra nds m ay be fo un d r gi st 'r-
ed in the yello,Yed page o f the " Lib ro de l'ierros ·• in th e I !all o f Re o rd :. 

Herna ndo Co r tez , to iden t ify th e ca ttle n hi . rancho in ::\lexi . dnised 
the fir st bra nd; and no \\·, aft e r four ccnturi e:::. the catt k on tha t ra nch still 
bear the sa me ymb ol on thei r flank s. 

Off icia lly to secur e a b rand . it \\·a . nece ::-.ary to pet iti on the •ju ez de Paz" 
fo r permi ss ion to use the one . ekct ed . The peti ti oner . ul milt ed a fa c: imil e 
burn ed on a pi ece o f leat her to be fi led . and th e ' ·Ju ez de Paz·· r eg i te red it 
in the boo k o f br ands . . -\l ong \\·ith the b r an d, eac h cattle \Yner m a de a pplica-
t ion fo r a n "e ar-m a rk ," \Yhich \\·a s a certa in \Yay o f cut t in g one o r b th ea r s 
o f eve ry stee r , d iff ere n t fo r eac h o ,Yner . to se n ·c as a fur ther m ea ns o f id en-
tification. Pe rmi ss ion to ch a ng-e b rands had to com e f ro m the go ,·ern o r hi111-
sel f. 

On the El Rodeo ranch o in the ea rli er days, t\\" O brand s ,Yere u sed to mark 
the stock. The one , shaped lik e an o rn ate "A ." w ith a bar · acro s. the ap ex , " ·a s 
re g istered in 1847 to Ma ri a Rita' s so n , :.Iari ano V illa . T he oth er , M ari a Rit a's 
own, except for the additi on o f a ~hort er bar down ward on the ri ght fr ot11 
the apex at a 45 degree angle, wa s iden t ical. 

During the A meric an peri od lat er , cattl e on the rancho belong in g to D o11 

Benit o Wils on were marked ~vith a "B" in side o f a " D " w ith th e s traight bar 
o f both letter s coincidental. John Temple 's brand w as shaped lik e a hor se shoe, 
with a small ' 'T " juttin g out at ri ght an g les from the cur ved end. Edward \. 
Pruess ' had a brand incorporatin g the three initials of his name. 

CATTLE RAISING 

During the years from about 1826 to 1848, cattle ra1sm g wa s Cali forn-
ia 's chief industry; and hides, stiff as boards and tall a s a man, served as 
legal tender for the land. Being so bulky, these "bank-notes " had to be tran:-
ported in wagons , so that debts were paid only at long intervals and credit 
ba sed on un violate cl honor was the rule of the land . 

Prosperity flouri shed during this pastoral period. In the year when the 
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E l R odeo rancho \\·a · o-rant ed, cattle \\·ere sellin g for around $4 a hea I, hide s 
\Yere \\ orth $2 each. and tallow brou ght $6 a hun dred pound . Hor ses were 
e\·erywh ere plcnti ful and might I e obt a ined fo r fr om $8 to $30. Ma 1·e were 
still cheaper. th e pr eva ilin °· pric e bein g ab ut $+, th eir only use bein g for breed-
ing, fo r tin e. hin g bean s, ancl fo r obtainin g hor e-h air fr om their tail s. Trained 
oxen co. t $25. br oken mul es $15 , ancl j ack about $1 SO. 

Th ese pric es remain ed fairl y constant until th e ad vent of the g·old rush. 
when the demand fo r fresh meat sent th e price o f cattle oarino- to, $30 and 
$40 a heacl. Th en the rancho with man y cattl e had g reater wealth than a o-old . s b ~1111e. 00 11. ho\\·ever. pric es souo-ht th eir 0\Yn le\ el aga in, a<:. ca ttl e of a super-
10r bre ed were dri\' en to Ca lifornia acr oss the plains by the enterpri sin o-Amer-
. b 
1cans. Oth er herd s brou ght by cattle boat s were unl oaded at Sant a Monica 
bay and clri\·en acro ·s the ranch os to mark et. Thi su Iden slump in price s, com-
bined with se rious dr ought s \Yhich cam e later. put th e Californian . v, ho had 
heedless ly been pledg ing money for finer y on ever y hand , heavily in debt and 
eventuall y ruined th e cattl e indu str y. 

Th e Californi an horses \Yere generally o f \ndalu sion stock, coming orig-
inall y fr om Spain through l\i[exico. Th ey \\ ere small , finel y-formed , and full 
chested. capabl e o f g rea t endur ance with out an y particul ar care. Buck skins 
of a golden cr eam color with white tail and man e \\ ere most desired. The 
rancher c, kept three or four hor ses tied near the house at all hours for his per-
sonal use, and wh en the y becam e lean they were let loose in the pa sture and 
replaced by others. The Californian rode reckle ssly, and worn-out horses ·were 
g iven to the Indians who \\·ere not so particular. 

\i\!hen the El Rodeo rancho was first stocked with cattle, of a tough, 
string y, wicle-hc,rned breed known as "black Mexican cattle, " the vaqueros 
accu stomed them to their new surroundings by driving them thrice a week to 
the rodeo a-round s at the o-iant eucalv1)tt1s tre e near Pico and Robert son Bou.l-

b b , 

evards, until gradually they became trained to the extent that rounding them 
up for a real rodeo was comparatively easy. 

\.Vhen an unruly animal, usually a bull, broke away frtim the herd, a 
vaquero pursued it and leaning far from his saddle, seized the animal by the 
tail and at the same time spurred his horse fon ,vard. The resulting sudden jerk 
sent the animal rolling on the earth, and when it regained its feet it was ready 
to submit tamely. This dexterous operation, known as the colliar, furnished 
great sport for the vaqueros. 

Periodically, for the purpose of killing cattle, matanzas were held. On 
these occasions, six men would ride into the fields, and approaching the ani-
mals full speed, would give them sharp thrusts at the nape of the neck with 
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knive . The y wer e follo\\·ecl by a do zen men afo ot. wh tocik o ff th e hide s ancl 
cut up ,vhat mea t ,r a cle. ired. Later a process ion o f J ndian \\·omen wou ld 
gathe r the fat into leat her bag to be tried out in a l:1rgc iro n kettle : ancl the 
tall o\\ · thu Dbtained wou ld be . torecl in kin bag s holding about -oo poun d. 
each , until th e com ing f a tr ader. The hicle~ were . tretchecl ut, cured. and 
then store d in a cool place. Blown-up bla dder. were made int balloo n f r 
the child ren· amu sement. 

The Cal ifor nian crenera lly could not be tro ubled \\·ith keepin g accoun ts . 
H e e timate d rou ghly the nu mber of cattle on h i. rancre by multipl y ing the 
numb er of cah·es bran led each year by thre e. It co t litt le to . t ck a: ran ge , 
the cat tle mu lt iplied rap idly, and \\·ith lit tle troub le on hi pa r t , th e ra nchero 
soo n rou nd himself the ow ner of ,·ast herd . In 1856, a fter ha, ·ing g i,·en up 
the ra nch , the Va ldez famil ) i listed as still O\\ ning about 1000 hea cl of catt le, 
wort h at that ti me $ 15 a head; but th is tot al wa s give n to th e coun t) a~sc sor, 
and th e correc t f igure \\ as prob ably grea ter by a thir d. 

Ca lves were born ea rly in the year . :\bo ut the fir st of Ma rch a rodeo was 
held to bra nd them. T hi s spr ing rodeo ,ra s a j olly affa ir , att ended by rancheros 
and th eir fa mili es fr om all a roun d. e,·cn· one d ressed in era la att ir e. \ Vhil e the . b 
vaquero s an d yo un g-bloo ds ~ht>wccl their skill in ridin g, rop ing and steer-
thr ow ing. with the olde r gentlemen r1s ju dg es, th e wom en m ight be fo und at 
th e ranch house pr epa rin g fo r the fest iviti es of the evenin g. 

ROD E OS 

f. But th e gener al rodeo held in th e fa ll was the highp oint of th e year. R ocle'ps 
/ of thi s sort were held each year in rot ati on , startin g south and wo rkin g north , 
all the cattle rai sers in the vicinit y att endin g to br ing back to their ovm fold s 
the stra ys . Ever yone was quart ered at one ranch , the men rollin g up in blank-
ets outside and th e women occup ying the av ailable beds. 

For these general ro deos the vaquero s would drive the cattle to an) a1~-
pointed place , an d tho se comin g from the greatest di stance would remo ve their 
cattle from the milling herd first. To separate the cattle required a highly 
skilled vaquero. The method wa s a s follows. A half dozen tame cattle were 
placed in charge of a vaquero about 100 yards from the main herd. Other vaq-
ueros rode among the herd quietly in pairs, and seeing an animal to be cut out, 
they approached it on either side and urged it slowly to the edge of the herd . 
Then they shouted and struck the animal with their lariats, dri v ing it to the 
group of tame cattle, and there it would remain. In this manner all the strays 
were collected. 

\i\Then these rodeos ·were held on the El Rodeo range, which by its abun-
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dant wate r and central locat ion ervecl aclmirabl ) fo r th e purp o e, the ranch-
eras return ed after th e clay' ,,ilcirk to the ranch hou e for dinner. whil e th e 
Yaquero made camp beneath the o-iant eucalyptu s tree which s-tand on Rob-
ert on ju t north of Pico Boulc,·ard. To lay thi tree i 33 feet in circumf er-
ence and 113 feet high, the la rge t fo r mil e. aro und . \ncl wh at tale thi old 
patriarch cou l 1 tell! Stories of oli, ·e- kinn ecl yaqu ero ri Iinrr fJ rth at clam 1 . 

and returnin g again at ~un set fatigued , to loun ge abo ut a camp-fire-- ina-ino-, 
ga mblin g, relatin g sto ries as the ember s crumbl ed to a bri o-ht mari go l 1 heap . 

\t the house nea rb) of Dona Ma ria Rita , all wa Ii fe and gaiety. T he 
cl~y hacl lono- been prepared for. Harmonie s fr om iolin and :::-uit a1~ min gled 
with the rh ythm of dancers, as the ' 'patr ona' s" eYen du ky-eyed dau o-hters-
like the ~e,·en sisters reincarnate of Indian legend--ch ose their partn er from 
the caballero s who had refre shed them selves following the dusty rodeo . 

This wa s the tim e for court ship , \\·hen strict parental vi0 il wa relax ed; 
this th e time for rene,Ying .01 I friendship , as vi itors came from afar to j oin 
the fe st ivit y . \ s the men were without ri, ·al in hor seman hip , so in a triking 
degree th e women excelled in dancing , their slippere 1 feet executing intric ate 
steps while ruffled dre sses swirled about and spectator s applauclecl. 

Since fashions in dre ss changed but once in about fifty yea rs, finery 
was handed on from mother to daughter. v\ omen wore a-owns of silk , 
crep e, or calico, loose about the "ai st as they wore no cor sets, and with short 
sleeves. Us uall y they wore a sash , frequentl y a mantle , and on their feet 
slippers of fine kid-skin or satin. The manner of dre ssing the hair indicated 
their status, whether married or single, the married women doing it up with 
a high comb , the unmarried plaiting it in long braids. 

The women, rather than the men-as had long been the case in Spain , 
where the best minds went into the monasteries and the flower of phys ical man-
hood died on the battle fields-were the dominating force in early California 
life. "During my long and intimate acquaintance with Californians ," ·wrote 
Historian Davis , "I have found the women as a class much brighter, quicker 
in their perceptions, and generally smarter than tl~e men. Their hu sbands 
oftentimes looked to them for advice and direction in their general business 
affairs. " It was this feminine superiority that made the California women 
s.o willing to marry with the enterprising Yankee Dons. 

Indeed, on the rancho there was life! \ t\Thile cities disputed over the 
seat of government, fought on the question of who should be governor, 
each rancho was a kinadom in itself, not overburdened with cares. 

I::, 

Bancroft sums up the period in a few sentences: "Here dw·elt eas.e and 
plenty and the glory of untrammeled freedom. Here romance reigned su-
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prem e. T he hac ienda lay wide and pr a\\ ·lin g and com fo rt able. Its w iclc-
Aung do0r , open t a ll c mer. , br eat hed o f un: tint <:d hos p itality . I l re 
gue. t. a thered fr m lea gue a far , an d . pent unh ur ri ed ni gh ts a ncl day s. 
It wa · a ara ciou magnet clra\\ ·ing ca \·a lcade . f da : hin g ri d rs . br a ,·· 
in ih ·er- tudd ed add le and jin g lin g pur ··, a nd ox -d ra wn ca rreta s cr ea ki ng 
under the ir gay burde n o f plump old m am a and . Jim yo un g da ugh te r s. ·· 

F rom the ra nche. , a l o . Ba ncr o ft c n t inue:-.. wo uld c m e " ~rc:at w ind ing 
wa ao n tra in , laden w ith countl e h ide . a nd ton f ta ll ,,·. t0 be ex cha nged 
with incom in cr h ip fo r the ilk. ancl ,·eh ·ct - and fo l-cl -r I o f th e u t: idc 
wo rld . T he ra nchos pr oYiclecl a ne,·e r-end ing ro und f . port s. r d ·os . race. • 
bull -fight ·. da nce . ga lo re. l Ie re wa-; to be: i un I pan ish Ii ie a t it :-: Ao cl-
t ide , with it da rk -eye cl sen o rit a . . it: lirrht -hea rt ecl caba llc:ro s. its da hi ng 
,·aquero. it ro un ds o f fea ts. fe. t i,·a ls and fanda n <'o. . . \ s a ity buil de r 
the ali fo rni an wa . a fa ilur e. bu t a: a n1a n in the ·add le n h is ra ncho. he 
was one of th e mos t uni qu e a nd pictu re ·quc type. in hi sto ry .·· 

And ne n " ·hen we : ubt ract the oYer- ent hu ia . m f a m ac hin e age 
people long in rr fo r th is o ld pa ·tora l ex istence. in whi ch the prin cipa l con-
cern \\·as fo r elemental thi ngs such a-; sun and sky and ea rth a nd ,Yat <.:r . 
a pattern o f romanc e and peac e st ill n :111;1ins to m ak e us pau se a t t illl s and 
\\·oncler at the clri ft o f thin gs since the11. 

CH .\ PT E R \ . 

D urin g th e yea rs that Don a :-fa ri a H.ita d ir ected the affa ir s of the ranch o. 
rap id progre ss wa s occurr ing c, ·eryw here in the state . I n 1842 Gove rn o r 
Micheltor ena br ou rrht th e fir st light sp rin g-wago n to C ali fo rni a , as a sub-• t, 

stitut e for th e cum be rsom e wooden d isc-whe eled ca rret a . Th e gove rnor 's 
marve lous wago n wa~ d raw n by t ,Yo m oun ted Yaqu ero s. who fa stened th eir 
ri ata s to th e shaft s and to the pom mels o f their sa clclles. Short lv therea ft er. 
J ohn Te mpl e and D .\V. \l exa ncler intro duced the f irst fo ur -w he~lecl car ri age 
tn Lo s Angeles and crea ted a sensati on in th e qui et pu eblo. T he " Sitka ", 
fir st stea mer in Cali fo rn ia \Yater s, ,m s pu t in to se rvice at Sa n F ranci sco in 
1847. In Lo s A nge les , w ith the comin g of p rog ress ive Americ an m erchant s, 
sto res and supply hQ_itses were be ing opened, and the popula t ion was in-
creas.ing rapidl y . 

A t the sam e time , how ever , li fe in L os Angeles, a s well as throu ghou t 
the state, was la wless . J Claquin iv1 uriett a wa s terr o rizin g th e sta te. T he 
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pueblo ha I n ot yet completed the tr a n . iti n fr 111 Mex ican to mencan 
ntle. H uman lif e w a cheap an l r bb r_· common. 

The yea r 1854 w a the w rs-t in L .'\n gc l _ ci-iminal hi tory, offic ia l 
1·eco rcl sho w , with homicid e a , ·ei-ag in g one a clay f 1· the' enti1·e year. On 
Sa turda y ni ght s the dome ticat ed Indians " ·oul I ri le in from th e urrounding 
rancho . a nd after pending all th ey ha I fo r liqu o 1· and oth er di,·er ions. 
they u uall) end ed their spr ee ,Yith a bra\\ 1 in the n otor iou s. N irro-er lie,· . 
In 1856 a second igi lanc e ommitt ee \\·a cleaning- up an :F ranci sco . 

B u t the la \\ fo rce . in Los r\ng le were pooi-1) 0 1·;a niz ecl and h ad a 
lar ge enough ta k to take care 'Of affair· within the city it elf. . ccorclin g1y 
when in the ' fiftie s hi ef \ \ Ta lker· and hi s band of Pah-Ute bra, es made 
~tealth y raids on the ranch o \\·ith th e coming of eac h ·full m oo n , the pueblo 
could offer no adeq uate pr otect ion. 

INDI N R. ID 

\. han-o\\ ing ra id on F l Rodeo Rancho wa reca llecl in 1869 . with 
the unearthin g of thr ee I ndian skeleton s near the pr ese nt site of the Beve r!) 
Hills vVomen ·s C lub. E . . ·\. Dene \ict. fat he1· of I . E. Be nedi ct. wa s plov,,ing 
a field at the tim e of th e cli:-;co,·crv. One of the 8keleto ns was of ex tra-
o rdinar y size and was kept in the· · Denec.lict h ou. e fo r a number of yea 1·s. 
Inquiry in Los \n ge les re, ·ealecl the complete story of the raid . 

In the yea r 1852 three ,\p ach es conceal ed themselves behind sycam ore 
trees at the rea1· of the ranch hou se. lettin g fly a whizzin g a rrov, ·which 
missed it s mark , as- th e fi.i-st s ign of their pre sence. Me mber s of Dona 
M aria Rita 's famil y and retainer s clashed for the hou se . ban-icaclec\ the 
d oo r , and opened fire with 11111sket s. 

For sev e1·al hour s the siege continued, until the ammunition of the 
defende1· s began t9 run lo w. At any minute it was expected that the at-
ta~ker s would ru sh the hou se. with di sas trou s consequence s. for Dona lVlaria 
Rita and her daughters. · 

A t this point a nine- yea r old l'dexican bo y vo lunteered to run the risk 
of leaving the hou se to summon aid. His name has not sur vived, but as Sir 
Thomas Browne observed, to be nameless in worthy hi stor y exceeds an in-
famous biograph y. U nobserved by the Indian s in the rear, the boy slipped 
through the front door and sped to a small ditch which cro ssed about 50 
yards from the front of the house. In this he crawled a.bout half a mile, 
without being seen, and then ran the rest of the way to the ranchers liv ing in 
the present town of Sherman. 
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group o f men formed ha tily . woopecl d \\ ' 11 up on the l nclian s. ancl 
pur ued them to a gro,·e f Cali 'forn ia black walnut tree . near the \\ . 111 n·. 
Club locatio n, \\'here th e In dia n took refu ge . the ir qui,· r: mpty of arr " ·:-. 
vVell a\\ are of the fate that awaited th em if they bey cl the c mmand s t 
come out of hidin a-th e cu ternary puni . hment f b in<' clrag-g d ,,·e r th e 
countr y ide \\'ith the lariat o f the ~lexican - the I nclian, r f u. ed t sur-
ren der. They \\·ere ~hot and buri ed at the . pot. 

T he ame yea r •that the gr ue. om di ·coy ry f th eir bone \\'as made, 
the old ranch hou. e of D na l\l ar ia Rita wa .. t ill partially . ta nd ing. T h~ 
roof was ao ne, and it · thick adobe ,,·all , pierced by lit -lik e wind ,,·. that 
ga,·e it the appeara nce of a fort, \Yere crumb lin a int th e ea rth aga in. It 
appeared then to be about SO rear old, \\'h ich wou ld ~ct th e elate f the 
rancho 's hab itati on by \Yhite· pe pie at a mu ch earl ier elate than can be 
pro ved by hi storical record. 

A fter the har row ing experi ence \Yith th e thr ee Apache , D na Ia ri a 
Rita mo,ecl with her imm ediate famil to th e c rnp a ra ti, ·e securit y of the 
pueblo . Even with her thr ee nephe,, · , who had helped her ,,·ith th e ranch o. 
living ju st over the lin e in th e pre ent tow n o f Sherm an , th e dange rs were 
too gre at. 

VVhen the Benedict family settled here in 1868, the Va ldez brothers 
were their neare st nei ghbors . J ose wa s th e olcle~.t, with V icent e. •in between, 
and Juan the yo un ges t. T hey lived in a low adobe hut in the swampy . ect ion, 
and in the winter the water aro se almo st to their door. 

Many a time , when the Beneclicts ' hor ses ~.tamp ecled, the Valdez boys 
were hired to round them up , which the y did skillfull y, receiving abo~t 
$2.50 each in pa yment . They later built them selves tv-rn lar ge two -st01 Y 
houses about 500 feet '"'est of the inter section of Sa nt a Mo nica Bo ule-
vard and Sunset Boulevard in \i\Test Hollywood. Jo se's son, Teofilo, was_ a 
realtor in Hollywood until his death about eight years ago; and M r. Benedict 
remembers · a Riena de Ios A ngeles Va lclez, who was the daughter of one 
of the brothers. 

SALE OF THE RANCHO 

\tVhen Dona Maria Rita moved to Los Angeles, the Valdez brother~ 
began negotiations for the sale of the rancho. Maria Rita had only filec 
formal claim, under the new law, in 1852, although she had of course beett 
living here for many years; and this claim was not validated · by the govern-



PART 1 - J\!Ah.R.-\TI\ E 35 

ment until Januar y 27. I 871. but in 1854 her nam e pas ed fore, er from the 
ownership records of the Rancho Rodeo de los gua . 

In that yea r she transfered title to t\\'o famou \merican pioneers, 
Benjamin Davis \Vil on and i\Iajo r Henry Hancock. receiving in return for 
the 4539 acres of her domain, $500 in cash, notes amounting to $500, and 
the promi se of an additional $3000 at some futur e elate. The pa) ment of the 
$3000 depended upon full confirm ation of title and the issuance of a patent 
by the U nited States go \·ernment. One legal tangle after another delayed 
its payment , \Yhile the woman \\'aited impat iently for 27 yea rs, until the 
government finally found time to issue a confirmed patent in 1871. 

To determine the exact boundarie s of the rancho was the first concern 
of the new owners , and for this task Major Hancock, as the first countty 
surveyor, was admirably fitted. In contra st to the original hasty survey on 
ho~ ack, every inch of the propert y \\ as co, ered with chain and transit. 
The boundaries that were fixed corresponded roughly, with the exceptions 
noted in a previous chapter , to the outline of Beverly Hills today. Another 
survey was apparently later made by Major \ '?\ illiam P. Reynolds , fialf Malay 
and half- American in nationality. 

The official survey upon which confirm ation of the grant was based 
was made in 1868 by Howard Thompson , deputy U . S. Surveyor. 

It might be stated parentheticall y that Los Angeles County, when orga-
nized in 1850, and including the Rancho El Rodeo , was larger than most 
eastern states and almost as lar ge as Ohio. It included the present San 
Bernardino and Orano-e Counti es, })art of Riverside and Kern Counties, 

b . 
as ,;veil as Los A ngeles County of today . The real estate therem ,;vas valued 
at $784,606 , and the figure for personal property, including livestock, was 
set at $1,183,898 . 

Soon after becoming a partner in the rancho 's ownership , Major Han-
cock, who hacl given up his practice as a New Hampshire attorney to come 
to California durin o· the o-olcl rush , conveyed his interest in the rancho to 

b b 
\rVilliam \rV'orkman. It is possible that he owed money to Workman, or that 
he had to meet a loan , as he had acquired many fertile acres in return for 
services and was land-poor, though he retained the adjoining La Brea rancho 
which later became Hanc~ck Park. 
. As Wilson was joined in ownership by \rVorkman, and with him unoffi-

cially by the latter's partner, Don Juan Temple , the property was enclosed 
by an expensive four-board fence to serve as protection against wandering 
livestock. The fourth side against the mountains was left unfenced. The 
plan was to plant the rancho with wheat. Taking the active part in the 
venture, Don Benito in 1862 planted 2000 acres of the grain in the first 
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agricultural \·enture of the ranch o ' hi story. The ame y ar he built a 
prawlin g adobe hou. e \\"ith three room . near the ·ite of th older .-tructurc . 

an l thereafter for several year the affair :- of the ranch c ccup icd much of 
hi time . 

Crop flouri hed, 1862 bein g an except ionally \\" t year . but the t \\·o 
~ucceed ing year . brou grlit di . coura geme nt, and in l '6-+ th a~ricultural 
plan s \,·ere abandoned and men hi red to tear down the f enc 'S . The p r< c ss 
had hard ly begun, ho\Ye,·er , I efor e the f encc bega n to di sa ppear. pie c !1Y 
piece, on all ide. . ?'\earhy rancher .- \\"ere drag~ ing a\\"ay th , boards \nlh 
their lariat for u~e in bui ldin g purp r ses . an d he for th e hir cl \,·or l~rncn 
had finished tearing do\rn ne . icle. th e oth er t\\ " . ides ha I already d1sap~ 
peared . 

About this t ime the O\rner o ff ered to . ell the entire parc el o f pr pe1y: 
to E. . Bened ict, fo r $ 12.000, \Yith the paym ent . pr ea cl out \·er a period 
of 12 yea rs, but ?vir. Bened ict alrea lh · ha d m ure Ja nel of hi s O\\'n t han he 
could pro fiitab ly use a t the tim e. · 

D urin g the e d ry yea rs, d i. a ter \\·a. on th e lands. P rev iou~l~ 78.000 
cattle g razed on the ra nchos of the cou n ty . and crop s ha 1 m ade abund a~ 
y ields , bu t durin g th e d ro u th catt le clrnppcd on the pla ins f r lack o f g-ras~ 
an d wa ter. Other s \,·ere hcrd ed o\·e r th e cliffs a t J. a los Vc rck s in to the sea, 
as the y \\·ere also durin g a la ter d ry spell in th e 'eighti es, and perso ns not so 
old '" ill rememb er th e \\·av e-\\"o rn bones sca tt ered a long th c beach. 

On the E l R odeo ranch o th e cat tle peri shed a long th e clry : tr ea m bed 
o f Cold wa ter Ca1wo11, \\'h ere th eir bones \\'ere later cxca , at ed by road 
builder s. Other s th-at died \\"ere buried in th e dr y \\·as h that ran along seve n_tl 
hundr ed ya rd s so uth of \ Vilshir e n oule ,·ard . and th e di sco Yery of their 
skeleton s when th e pro pert y \\'a s subcli vicled !eel to thc beli ef th a t pr ehi sto ri c 
mammals had m et death at that s.pot. . 

The relentles s dr y spell continued. with a sli ght re spite in 1857. until 
1859, and again in 1863-4 it s hot palm cov ered thi s a rea. Edit o r \ ,Vallac~ , 
of the Los A ngeles \1\ edd y S tar , soliloqt1ized in hi s column s as follows 111 

1856: "'Dull tim es,' says th e tr ader, th e mechanic, the farmer. T he tee th 
of the cattle ·wer e so dull thi s year th a t the y could not sav e them selves from 
starvation . Bu sine ss is dull-cluller toda y than it was yesterd ay -th e clays 
of large prices and full pockets are gone ." 

And the Paci fie Sentinel exhausted adjecti ves in de scribing the year 
1856 as a "strange, curious, ex citable, volcanic, hot, w indy, dusty, •~hits'.ty, 
murdering, bloody, lynching , robbing, thieving season. " They were gloon:Y 
souls, those editors! The early months of 1857, with men desperately in 
need of money, brought a new peak in crime in Southern California. 
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· upl ed with the dr y ) ea r: \\·a: the fac t th a t ·urface rrold wa · ,rivin rr \ 
out._ TvJin ers ·ettlin ~ down hoarded their mone y . attle boat s no Jonrrer 
put in o ff anta Mornc~ Bay t_o get beef fo r northern mine s, becau ea superior 
bre ed o f . tock \\ a be1nrr dnY en :1cros~ the pla ins an I pa s tu reel, nea 1· the 
mark et, on th e Sa n J oaquin ancl · acr emento \ a lley range. . \N'hat if!/the 
vaqu ero: did lose ha! f th e herd in makin g the arcluou . overl and trip? The y 
could till und er · ell thei r outh crn compet ito rs. a the cattl e were obtained 
111 the middle \Ye. t for next to nothin g. 

Ju st a. the clrouth end ed in 1859 . when prices were ri 8ing and good times 
returnin rr, came th e clrouth o f 1860-61 to crtt h the rancher' hope. Then 
the next year , rain fell for a month , and the Star publi shed thi s new s : "A 
Phenomen on-On Tue sday la t the sun made its appear ance. The phenom-
enon lasted se,·er al minute , and ,yas witne eel by a great number of per sons .. , 

But along with the rain cam e property dama ge. For man y years the 
story of th e Eas terner that chok ed to death in the Lo Angel e river has 
been a stock joke. But in 1862 the riYer ro se to an unprecedented height , 
and it spread to a width o f seven mil es in some place., weeping awa y th e 
Lo s A ngele s water "ork s. T he orch ard s of Hammel and Denker , lat er 
to becom e owner s of BeYerly Hill s. were also clestro ye 1. 

Then following two good years , the drouth fell upon the land again. \ 
This blow was too much. The days of the great cattle barons came to an 1 

encl, and likewi se the day s o f th e ranchos. Great tract s of land were no 1 

longer needed to graze ~attle; taxe s \Yere becoming cantankerous; and the 
era of the small land o,Yner had begun. 

But before pa s.sing on to the period of subdi vision, something more 
should be said about Don Benito \ ,Vilson , \ Villiarn vVorkman , and Don Juan 
Temple. They were men of stout fabric , these Yankee Don s ! 

DON BENITO \VILSON 

Than Benjamin Davi s \ ,Vilson , familiarly known throughout the state 
by his Spanish appelative, perhaps no other man pla yed a role more impor-
tant in Southern California 's histor y . More than any other , he opened up 
the Southland for American 8ettlernent. By his industry thousands of acres 
of land were developed. On lands once in his posses sion the towns of River-
side, Alhambra, Pa8adena and vVestwoocl have come into being. 

In 1841 ,the year the El Rodeo rancho was granted, he came overland 
with the famous \,Vorkman--Rowlancl party. Consisting of 25 members, 
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includ ing th ree cienti t the party clrO\·e cattle and sheep a r >SS the blistcri_ng 
de_ert and ar rived finall) in . ·O\·cmb r. half f th m Ii nt upon settling 
and the re t ad entur er . Led b Tao!- miner -. jC'lrn Rowla nd and \ \.illia ni 
\ \ ork man , they , ere at fir t gre tccl ,,·ith :u:p icion I y th \ft:xican go,·ern-
ment , who belie,·ed them t ha,·e been . ent I)\· the l· nit ed · ta tc: ofhcia ls as 
political meddler . v\ ithin four na rs. howe~·cr, the ne\\·comcrs had pr ,·ed 
their integri ty to the ex tent that the t ,,·o leader. wer granted th e I] P_ucntc 
ranch o, a r ich tr act of 48,000 acres . ince become fam ous by ii d iscc,,·cri ·s. 

If all that is told of Don Beni to is tru e. he mu : t ha ,·e Ii,· ·d a clwrm ed 
life , for on ,the o\·erland j ourney he sun·i,· ecl the attt ack f a bea r and . 11 

anot her occasion recovered fro m the effect o f a poi onccl \I ja ,·e I ncln n 
arro w. He car ried th e arrow head in hi per on until th cla) f hi · cleat ~1 -

Don Benito, a native of N a h ville, Te nn ., came to a li f rni a seekin<T 
adventure and remained quit e by accident. Il e hacl c me o,-crland fr 111 

Santa Fe with the int enti on of ga in r on to hin a, but aft er thr ee tr ip to_ 
San F'.·.anci co fa iled to put ~im into conta~t _with. a shipma ter b~un d _ f 

0
~ 

the 011ent , he settl ed down 111 South ern Cali fo rm a fo r th e rc111a 1ncle1 
hi s 37 year s. 

f 
Less than three year s after hi s comin g , he marri ed hi s fir: t wi fe, R omona 

Yorba, daughter of Don Bernard o Yo rba . In Jun e, 1846, he j oined th e 
riflemen that or ganized again st M icheltorena, and two yea r late r he "· as 
put in charge of 20 men to protect the Sa n Bern ardin o fr onti er. Th e next 
year he assumed control of the hi storic Bella U nion Ho tel-T he Beverl y-
vVilshire of its clay. 

People had such faith in him that the y elected him a regidore in the las~ 
city government of Los Angeles under Mexican rule, and in 1850 he fille 
the office of county clerk. The following year he volunt eered to patrol th e 
hills on the lookout for the outlaw , Garra, who terrorized the town. 

His first _wife having died in 1849, Don Benit o married M rs. Mar g~re~ 
S. Hereford m 1853. In later years they lived at the southea ~t cornet 0 

M . t the acy and Alameda Streets. Their home was afterward s turned 111 ° 
Los Angeles Sisters' Home and Catholic Orphana ge. . 1 With Wolfskill, Don Benito founded the state 's orange industry. Wit 1 

Judge B. S. Eaton, he planted the first great commercial vineyards. in Satl 
Gabriel Valley, diverting streams for irrigational purposes on a large seal~ 
for the first time. With Phineas Banning, he founded vVilmington anc 
had the vision to see that a great harbor would in time be created from

1 
,
th~ 

mud flats. After the civil war he bouo-ht Drum Barracks at vVilmingtot1, 
presented them to the Methodist Churcl~, and \1/ils.on College was founded-
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The California In stitute of 1echno10gy, 
Lo s Angele , and the Huntigton Galleri e 
once a part of his vast holdin gs. 

the Univer ity of California at 
tand today on acres that were 

Trul), there was no limit to his activities.! Nee ling timber for oranae 
crates and wine cask , he blazed the trail in 1864 up the mount ain "hich bea~s 
his na~e. The wine from hi San Gabriel \i\ ine Compan y were famed 
f_or ~hell" excellence. Among other offices held, before the close of his busy 
hfe 111 1878, \\"ere tho se of ma yor in 185 1, first Indi an agent for Southern 
California, and state senator at Sacramento. 

\t\ ORK iVIAN A TD TEMPLE 

If Don Benito was the great est of the Yankee Don s, who were given 
a warm welcome by the generous Californian , \Villiam \ i\Torkman and 
John Temple vied for second honor s. "Wo rkman "'a s an Englishman by 
birth, " Major Horace Bell wrote, "a most excellent gentleman of rural 
manner s.." \tVith John Rowland , he O\\ ned 5000 head of cattle , 5000 sheep, 
and 500 hor ses an l mare s on the exten sive La Puente rancho which had been 
grantee\ them in 1845 for their part in expelling the hated Micheltorena from 
California . Workman ha<l served as a captain of volunteers with Dt>n Pio 
Pico. On his ranch was one of the first brick hotJses in the new country. 
He \.Vas also proprietor of the Rancho Merced, the Rancho El Portera , and 
other pro1)erties aao-reaatina 60 000 acres abundantly supplied with water. 

ob b b ' 
His nephew, W. H. \i\Torkman, served on the Los Angeles School Board for 
nine years, as well as serving as mayor in the 'eighties.. The latter's son, 
Boyle \tVorkman, now resides in Los Angeles. 

V/ orkman's partner in an ill-fated banking venture, Don Juan Temple, 
was remembered by Major Bell as being "a well-educated man of ~ ·eat in-
dustry, indomitable eneray and a good generous. heart. " Temple tame to 
California from Reading: Mass., by way of the Hawaiian Islands, in 1827, 
and shortly thereafter married Rafaela C0ta. 

Through this marriage he gained possession of Rancho Los Cerritos 
Long Beach, five leagues in extent, with 14,000 cattle, 5000 sheep, and 

1000 horses and mares. Parcel by parcel he acquired thousands of acres of 
valuable land elsewhere in Southern California, all the while making fortunate 
investments in Old Mexico, so that in the 'fifties he was known as one of the 
state's wealthiest men. 

The year of his arrival, Temple built the first general store in the 
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pueblo. whe re thl'. F d ·ra l lh1ildin;..; 1H1\\ , and . In l~.,<> th· \ "igila nc · 
Co mmitt ee wa o rganize d in thi:-, t<,rt·. C )n th 1.: . it of thl'. L o-; .\ngtlt: =-
City Hall he opened the fi r. t 111ark1.: . latt"r in 1 l'() fttt ing out tlu: tc \l n~,or 
o f the . tructure f r a th eater. The: 1.:litt i<•u~ht ior th• pri ,·il1:gc oi" g'etut1 g_ 
boxe . to ,·ie ,r the ho\\·. . F o r , 1:,·l'.ral ,·car-- Ttmplc a nd ])_ \\ . . . \le:sa nd~J 
\\·ho in 18 - 5 \\·a s count y . heriff. op ·rat c:d a :-, c,r • in :a n l \:dr<i \\·h ich li d 
a lucrati re trade:. :\ n ther oi Tc:mple 's c:11 upr i:-,t, \\'as th e Tem pl e l~locJ.:. 
which hou . eel ma ny la ,r offices a-; m .:11 a · he . tor s of I anic:1 l) e'.'=n10_

11d· 
J acoby Lmthcr: . and the \\"tll : -1:ar~o I~xprc -.s <ift°tcl.'. T ·mpk " •a..; hr ~t 
pre iclent c,f ti;e I ibra r) .\ .. ciat ion a nd f,11<.:<1 th e duti es of mi n t~· n ea:-,-
urer in 1875. 

Temple and \ \io rkm a n , a t ne p int in their re: pec ti ,· · car e r:-. " ·er~ 
deluded in to for min g a bank in Los .\ng ele: . \\· ith ut any kn " ·l lge ot 
bankin g and w ith t00 man ) out : i k inter e:ts to keep a clo se ,ratc h on . th e 
book . Soo n the v becam e the v ict im . o f :ha rp er · that ha d been gi,·en 
" 1 t 1 " - . 1 . J . 1 l i . la n a ,,er c1arac er oa ns ,,·1t 1out any ecurit y. t \\"a. a id th a t t 1 Ja t11' 11 ' \t;.; 
,, as in collu ion w ith the ha rp er · ; at a n r rate, the bank fa iled in 1 1 

plun g in g L os \n gele s in to despa ir. :-\ lt l{ou gh the c iti ze ns affirmed th ~
1
~ 

faith in hi s inte gr ity, Te mpl e di ed a ru ined m an ; whil e \\ "o rkm a n coJ11J1lll 
ted suicide soo n after the bank' s fa ilur e. 

Incidentall y, in October of 1815. e\·en · bank in C alif o rnia cLos e<l i: ~ 
doo r s .. The fir st to reope~ wa: I. \\. Hell~11an 's l·ar~11er':-;_ and rderch_an~t: 
Ba nk m Los A ngeles. 1 emple had been a partner 111 thi s bank until 
reorganization in 1871. 

C H .-\PTER VI. 

The drouth that culminated in 1864 sounded the death knell for 
th

e 
. . - . 11r 

cattle baron s, but the followmg ye ar brought renewed hopes fo1 the O I 
bitious American pioneer s, as dispatches from Northern Ca lifornia st ateC 
that geologists had found signs of oil deposits in that area. 

O ve rnight the fe verish period of oil pro 8-pecting began. A ll over t~
1

: 

state oil companies were hastil y organized. In Los A n ge les, 1865, t 
1
1; 

Pioneer Oil Company came into bein a numberin a amone- it s vfficers Go' . . t,: b . ._, Hef, 
e111or John C. Downey, Phmea s Bannmg, B. D. \\Tilson, Matthew Ke 
Volney Hov, ,ard and others. 

As with everything else in thi s land of excess, oil fever spread rapid!~· 
manifesting itself in the purchase of great tract s of land to be developec · 
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In a much a:- the Rancho EI Rocle0 acljoinecl Ra ncho Le Brea, with its 
a phalt pits , hav ing also an asphaltum sprin g on its own north boundary, 
the ranc h ga ,·e every promi e of oil-bea rin g Janel. \cc orclinrrly the purcha e 
of petroleum rio-ht s to the rancho ,m s one of the newly formed P ioneer 
O il Compa ny 's first n ntu res. 

The oil boom. howeve r, was short liYecl. Some \Yells pr o luced oil, 
but mo~t of them were clrillecl at the wrong places or were, not drilled deep 
enough. Califo rni a's oil inclu. try had to await a later time for deYelopment, 
after the state made rail c0nnections with ea-tern markets, " ·hen the hor ·e-
less carriage came into being, and when the Pa nama Canal "a s cut through. 

But in the exciteme nt O\·er sheep rai sing ,Yhich arose at this time, the 
oil boom was soon fo rgotte n. F locks of sheep graz ed on the rancho in 
g reate r numb ers than the cattle of old. 

T he era of ubcfo ision had begun. 
T hr0u ghout the 's ixtie s and 'seve nties the great tract was rapidl y broken 

up int o smaller holdin gs, its history reflecting accurately the general pro gress 
of land developme nt in Southern Californi a, and recording the names of the 
pictur esque figures that played important roles in com erting the old rancho 
in swift successi,·e steps from the scene of stock-r aisi ng to the' modern city 
of the present. 

By 1868 the wool craze was at its height. Basque sheep herders that 
had drifted int o Ca liforn ia in the early 's ixtie s accumulated fortunes. Cali-
fornians being perennially land-poor, the Bas ques were enabled to buy rich 
land s for a song. The next yea r the railroad v, as put through to San Fran-
cisco, bringing still greater prosperity for everyone. 

Don Benito ·w ilson sold 160 acres at the southern tip of the rancho 
to Domingo Arnestoy and Bernhart Domaleche for $500. Corr als were 
built on part of the land, the rest being u~ecl for ran ge, along with other lands 
that Amestoy purchased from time to time from the owners of the old La 
Bellena rancho to the south. 

Other farms on the southern part of the rancho were purchased by the 
Whitworths, th e Richland s, the Eberles, and the Buhns, aggregating in all, 
including Amestoy 's parcel , about 950 acres. These men raised some sheep, 
but centered mo st of their activity upon truck farming. The \iVhitworths' 
hou se stood at the approximate intersection of La Cienega and Olympic 
Boulevards. 

Follo,ving the dry years, stock raisers of this county began again with 
90,450 head of cattle , 15,529 horse s, and 280,000 sheep. Ten years later , 
111 1875, the total number of sheep had jumped to 508,757, ·while cattle had 



42 F BE\.ERLY lllLL.' 

been reduced in number to 13 000 and hor-.cs to 10,0 <) 1 l anu:1ry 1 · 
18- 6 h · 1 I ) , , ~) • JHll llll}:;. I t e county sur vey r e timat ecl th<: , qc,l y1c t at -· ,,-t., - 1 

By 1880 . me toy al ne ran 30,000 !-h<:<:p i 1 thi:- an:a . . . 
1 By a deed dated K ,·ember 13. 1 •) ' , he r main in!,! 3 > acre-: . ltg_ui e~ 

approx imately , was tran s ferre d from J on Lcnito \\.il so 11 and \\ ' illiarn \\ or k-
man to Dr. Edwa r nth ony Preu ~:. a wool c\calcr . for ~10.-7 ~. . 

b f - E f I i'-\'llle . s a oy o 11 'dwa rcl 1\. Preu came t l o: _ \ngd e: m m ~CHI · 

Ke ntucky, later marryin g ,rary chum achcr . claugh t r ·, f Jt1hn . "chuniacher, 
an ea rly pioneer who was promin ent in bu~ine . s and · cial circle . ancl a 
lar ge lan d ow ner. 

During the boom year f th e ·ei~htic . , wh en the populati n f L 
Angeles incr ea ed from 11,000 to -0,000 . r. Pr eus: · ncph<:,,· f th · a:11: 

d f L bl tl C c:-;acllfl name serve as postma te r o os Angel s handlin capa .Y 1 

dutie s Df that office dur ing thi " rapid e. ·pan . ion . 
T he famou s Turn vere in in th e earh· clay , center f conv i, ·ial Ii fc ' ' a~ 

orig inated in 1869 with Dr. Pr eu a o~e f th e ,ruidin g . pirit · . The me ~11 

b · F \H' b k · r. · t\l·eets !IY er s met 111 ' rau 1v ie ec e·s beer rrarcl n at .-\ lamecla and .t ' 1rs r · ' 1 c 
d I . . . . o 1· ti int o t, u gmg 111 vvme, mu sic an 1 ,o no-. The club cleY lop cl inc 1 rec Y , 
Los Angeles A thletic Club , o f ,Yhich Dr . Pre uss \\'a ne of the fir t pre si-
dent s. 

1 )resent It was the belief of thi s Germa n pioneer that a city uch as t ie 1 
Beverly Hill s should grow up on th e land he had purcha sed. eel 

In partner ship with F. P . F. Templ e, J 0 hn ' brother , Dr. P ru ess con~,e~ 
11 1 h ld ' · · l tl a t ·1s ociat io arge o mgs to the De La s Ag uas La nd Asso c1at1on, am 1 <-

1 
re 

hired George Hansen to lay out cit y lots of about five acre s in ex tent ·\V 
1e ·e 

the Beverly Hills business district ha s since com e into being. T he blocks v,,e~4 
, 550 feet long, and the street s were abo ut 82 feet wide. In each block were}1ed 

lots, priced to sell at $10 ap iece. T he plan was to form a Germ an colony ca 
Santa Maria. · f 

1A word about George Hansen. He was the surve yo r hired by the cit~t~f 
Los Angeles to map its territory. He performed hi s ta sk accurately, but a ap 
he had hung the maps in the city hall, it was di scovered tha f across each 111 as 
he had written in large red letters, "Thi s property stolen ,vhen X- w 

11 mayor," "This land stolen when Y-- was mayor," and so forth. It had be~.
5 

the custom of Los Angeles city officials to deed tracts of land to contractol e 
in return for extending the city's water system; as penal labor was used , \1 
work was worth only a few hundred dollars, but great holdings were do e 1 

h · ff· · } · erso 11a out, t e city o icials later receiving part of the land back as t 1eir P 
property. 
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Erect ed in I 000, th e oltl P. E. Sta ti on wa s tor n dow n in 1930 t o make r oo m fo r t he new po s tomce 

An airplan e view or the McCarty tract. Vv'ils hire Boul evard m a y b e see n on t he left of the picture. 

View of Beverly Drive, 100 block north, in 1917 in whc.t is now the heart of the bu si ne ss di str ict 
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On Ha n en· ur \' y f the El Rodeo ranch appear 11 .\ntt nin l~nchc ·~ 
hou e near the pre _ nt inter ect i n of Robert on J:0ul ·\'ard ( formerly Pr eti!'-~ 
h.oa d) and Th ird treet. \ n lei pole fence. ma ck o f . yea more la~hcd to~t:th r 
with ra\,·h ide, wa al o n te I. 

}.fore dry year sp llccl failur e for th e plann d , rman , ctt l m nl. and 
. the lot th at ha I been I I re\'erte I back t the f rm r wn rs. n c· aga in . 

heep gra zed un cli tur l ed U\ n the ranch . 
In th e heyda \ of his pro per it Re mi . · aclcau acquir ed part f th ra nch , 

an d ra ise I sheep. A F rench ana lian, who hacl come p nn iles t 
::\"adeau bu ilt him elf a fo r tune by tra n ·port in{Y ore fr m err 
the ~Io j a\·e De er t, to L s Angele . Hi lade n t\ \'enty-mul e tea m: 
g reat wago n , creake l an I rum bled th ro tw h the trect f th e puebl 
ically . 

. aero . s 
and hi 
period-

bou t thi s tim e, th e era o~ the heep men pas. ed, and the ra nch b ·an1c 
the prop ert y of new ow ners. 

CH \P TE R V II. 

TH E BEK E DI CT F AM ILY 

At thi s point in the hi story o f Beverly Hill s, the Benedict famil y a rri\ ·ecl 
/to settle in the can yon th~t bears :heir na~e. . . . 
' Of Edson .A. Benedict and his son, Pierce E . Bene chct, 1t mi ght be said 
that they were the earl y padr es for thi s whole di strict. N ew settler ~ fo1~ miles 
around, from as far as the Cahuenga Pass, came to them to borrow blbck-
and -tackle for clearing the land, tools and machinery for tilling the land. A nd 
the nevvcomers were always given every assistance possible. 

E. A. Benedict brought his famil y, consisting then of his wife , six-year-
old Pierce, and four-month-old Frank, to California in 1862 from Booneville, 
Missouri. -

After crossing ,the Isthmus of Panama, the Benedicts took passage on 
the "Aeriel." Their ship was captured by the Confederate raider, "Alabama," 
under the command of Admiral Semmes, but fortunately the vessel ·was not 
burned , as was the custom. 

As it happened, Mrs. Benedict was of an old Virginia family, and her 
niece wa s engaged to an officer aboard the "Alabama." She : chanced to have 
in her possession a, letter from this niece, which convinced the officer of her 
identity. The admiral placed a picket crew aboard, and the two ships set out 
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f r th e ·. T <111ary T land ·I . he 13 11 d iets w re tl·1;· ,, \ t th capt u r l pa . eng r w re t be put a h re. 
aw c, · ra l ti . . c t ay · ab arcl the ".\ e rie l" a pri oner of \\ a r a111 

11· l lCt . htp s C'l j)tL . l l l 1~· lt three CJJ)t . 
1 

. · . < 11 t an c Jttrt1e l after rem va l of the crew. One 
ar 1e u1 ec , . se ls \\' r l . l B , \ ci111iral . · · Jll t ne at nee. 11t before reachin o-the Can-
f e, · emm wa t Id b ti · f er ra o- d 

11 
t i . : ' Y 1e captam a er man hip tha~ ye llow 

a11c1 . ent th 
111 

t 1~a: 1 Ia n ls; he put the pa · enger r aboa r I a captured hip . 
\ f , . . am a . 

te1 vanou ex .· . a lly on an the. 
1 

. · pet tence . 11' Pa nama, the Be neclicts booked pa ao-e fin-
th e la t day 

0
; ti 11P _b ttn ~l, fo r ali f rnia. and ar ri, · 1 a~ the Gol len Gate on 

came outhw . 
1 

ie ) ea r. I hey tay e l fo r a tim e in an F ranci co, and then 
st . a 1 c to Lo \ . I . I "1 D . . / 

01 e which 
1 

. nge e , " . 1ere 11
1 r. enecl1ct e tabl1 heel a o-rocer) 

Spring and 
1
~e ope rat ed fo r abo ut eYen yea r at the junction of Ma in.'. anld1 

B 
empl e tre ets . 

or 0 o-r n ct ober 8 I 19 . G . b e\\ up in ti . , t11 ene see ount y , Ne w ork. E. . Benedict 
0n_ly to find t;:t ~ate: a nd after. f ini hin ~ c~ll_ege. ,Ya admitted t~ _the b~r, 
s t1uctor in ti ptactice 0f law l1ttle to·1 hi s ltk1no-. o he became -1111ltta ry 111-
governor of; Ne \\ Yo rk sta te militia.\\ hen Secretary of \ 1Var Stanton was 
He we

11
t lat 1 ew Yo rk , Mr. Be nedict se n eel as lieut enant of his body guard. 

· e r t B • 1n D ecemb O · oonevtlle, where two of hi s brother s were merchant s, and 
er of 1855 .. · . . Tl . m a 111ecl J osephme Pierce. 

1e1r fir t I 'Id . . . second child . F. c 11. , Pierce E_. Benechct, "? s bo rn October 12, 1856. The_ir 
August 

1 1
' 1 ank Lee Benedict~ no\\ a re sident of Lo s \.nge les, was born 

Was bor· ' 862· A nother son A ncrelo E Benedict now livin~ in Fullerton, 
non B. . ' o . ' 1870. 1 oadway m what is now downto\\ n L0s A ngele s, September 8, 

l \!\/hen E A . os Ano-
1 

· · Benedict's health became doubtful , he i gave up the store 111 
C be es an I · I · · B d' t any

011
. 

0 
' ' c m t 1e summer of 1868 filed • claim on propert y 111 ·~ne 1c 

build at ti 11 July 4 the family had a picnic dinner on the land and) decided to 
1e mouth f h In d . 0 t e canyon. 

fro111 the ue. tune the: house was built and sealed with flooring. as protection 
~rain and wind which swept this area. The work of clearing the;lancl beg an. 

111 1873. vegetables were planted. Fine cattle were acquired, but were 
st

olen 

p· The sam · f 
1erce E. B e y~ar that the cattle were stolen, when he was ~7 years 

O 
age, 

streets. rfl . enecl1ct opened a dair)' on Broadway between First and Second 
b . 11s c · · ·1 1 r c1 1 

10ke h · ontmued as a profitable enterprise for a time, unt1 1e s ippe anc 
\V] IS arm o tl , · ' J J' ' B cl'ct 

10 had 11 1e way to the housewan11111a of hrs cousrn, u 
1
31 ene 

1 
' 

house w . tnarried E . H. vVorkrnan one of William \i\Torkman 's sons. The 
as at th e corner of Twelfth a~d Main Streets. Disregarding his broken 
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arm, l\Ir. Benedict led o ff the pcning dance with l Ic,r <.:n. c . <.:cri:-t \\·h la te r 
marri ed Step he n :\I. \ \"h it . Lat<.:r h return ed to Jin: at the ra nch. 

fter recover ing fr om th e inju ry, he return ed to the ity and secur cl 
j ob w ith the Los . n rrele. I ro n\ \ o rk . recciYing th e :-.tanclard wage o f .~2.~0 :i 

da y .\ hen he ga\ ·e up th i j ob to retu rn aga in o the ra nch . \ \" ill :dulh olland . 
la ter to bec0me farn ou a an en gineer, too k hi ~ place. 

S till lack ing one yea r o f lJc:ing f lega l age . you n g Tk nc clict· pur ch a . eel 
230 acre o f land fu rt her u1 th e cany n and ad jo ini ng hi . fat her ':4 pro per ty . 
from th e Sou thern P aci f ie. He bu ilt a hou. c on th e pr sent , itc f ta nl c)' 
\n der on ' e ta te, in 1876. 

Th e next year a [ethocli t m ini ster 'tnd fa mily m \·eel in t0 th e head o f 
Be ned ict Canyo n, and wh ile clea r in rr th e land . ignor ant f fa rmin g met hods , 
th e min i ter ta r ted a fir e, in a no r th \Yincl wh ich soo n ra ged u t f c n t ro l. 
\ Vith the excepti on of the house, P . E . Bened ict' wh le ranch \\·a. burn ed 
over. Short ly th ere a ft er , the m ini ·ter depar ted to pa rt tmkn wn. lca \·ing fa n,~ 
ily behin d. So me doub t \\·as ex pressed as t h is CYCr ha Ying been a min istc!' 
a t all. . 

Bene dict berran reh ab ili ta t ing hi . ranch, tar ted an ap i:1ry. and in 1 76 
ma de a shipm ent o f 45,000 poun ds o f honey fro m th e old ·a nta '\ Tonica pi er. 
Th e ran ge of mountain s in back of Deverly Hill s is th e b ~-l in th e . lat e for 
th e qualit y and qu ant ity of honey th at ca n be produ ced. l\Ian y of th e earl )' 
ranch ers kept bee s. . 

A t th e age of 65, E. A. Benedict di ed Ma rch 30 , 1 86. T he n ex t year th e 
fir st marria ge performed here took plac e, \\·hen P . E. Dencclict wa s join ed i11 

wedlock to Juli a L. Cock ert on on Jul y 20, by R ev . H.ichm ond L oga n , pa stor 
of the Fir st Pre sbyterian Church o f San ta Mo nic a. Bo th :rvrr. and Ivlr s. Be ne~ 
diet are now re siden ts of Beverl y H ills. 

· Mi ss Cock erton wa s born in lo ,Ya , 1\ pril 16, 1862, anc.l befor e she wa s a 
month old came with her parent s acro ss the plain s by ox-team. Her fath er wa 5 

E. V. Cockerton, ·an En glishman . A fter th eir a.i-rival in thi s state , they resided 
for a number -of years in N ew D ublin an d in A ltamont, A lam eda Co unt y . The 11 

~he famil_y came south to live in Co ldw ater Can yon for about a year and the11 

111 Benedict Canyon. The dau ght er Ii ved m os t of the time in Lo s Angeles, with 
her aunt, Mrs. Egar. 

The Beneclicts h ave thr ee ·chilclr en , all born h ere : Ru ssell E., September 
20, 1888; Edna Benedict Price, December 16, 1890; and \IVillia ·m Ray May 9, 
1893. ' 

P. E. Benedict continued farming for a number of years, planting wal~ 
nut trees, vegetables, and bean s. He helped organize the first bank of Sherman 
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a nd . e n· ecl f 1· ·ig-h t yea r : n th il\ · ·::-
el he cli. 1 ,c1 f hi s ·a m · n h !d in g:-. 

I a r t f t h 1·i0 ·ina l h e !d ings was sul -cli,·id d 
rp rat i n t h· p r p rt y h a ,·in g he n s Id in l 

b v 

f · lb pa r- \ 
n1a1111no-

t un can 
t 

TL \ PT E R Il l. 

L . \ T 1 N' L \ N I'-.\ I 

Ho , a t·a. ca lly ,, ·a n 11 
o th er r a n ch e r s · fat h r Is t 
pos e en t in put· ui t r :111 
o f ea rl y la in ciden t ~. 

f i- ds k in. 
s tea l h r · _ 

u t f liqu r 

t ra ,·el l hu n Ired of mil e throu o-h 
fr m an Ind ian a crent and how th e 
pr ,·id ne f the mo t amu ing 

D on Be ni to \ \" ii · n \\'a_ tha t I n lian a 
_ kn av ery w a s th e R a nch o a n J ·e d e uena 

cene of the 
\\ her e e t-

wood s ta nd . 
The fa m o u B lla rn on 

contr o lled by thi s Ya nk ee D on. 
and th e n ext ye a r Da ni el \ \ eb 
agent in th e S o uthl and . 

H otel, Be , ed ) -\ i\ :j} hir e o f its clay , 'v, as 
I n 1 51 he wa~ m a or of L os ngeles, 

ter app o in ted him U nited Sta tes Indian 

Durin g hi second ) ea t· in off ice occurr ed th e las t In d ian raid in South-
ern Californi a . In spi te of the fact th a t D on Be nito , as .r fa jor Horace Be ll 
put it , wa s " stepf a th er to a ll the I ndi ans her eabout s, and a good stepfather 
sure enough, " who a s In d ian age nt , " ha d ne ver even cont empl ated or 
thou ght of th e ea se o f rn akin g ten dollars out of a pair of two-dollar blan-
kets, " a band of about a do zen O we ns Ri ve r Indi ans swoop ed do wn upon 
the rancho one Sunda y ni g ht in Ma y , 1853. · 

They filed down throu gh Cahuen ga Pas s, cro ssed Rancho La Brea and 
Rancho Rodeo de la s A gua s. Rounding up a herd of Don Benito 's best 
horses, they departed a s furtivel y as the y had come , v.rithout taking a single 
hor se from any other rancher , escapin g to the cle~ert unch allenged-not an 
ea sy thing to do, althou gh at that time the count y ( which also included San 
Bernardino, Orange and part of Kern Countie s ) had only 3600 inhabitants. 

Full of wrath, Don Benito galloped into Los Angeles on Monday 
mornin g an.cl ca lled for vo lunteers to pur sue and chastise the marauders. 
A mid such scenes of enthu siasm as de scribed by 1\1a jor Bell in his " Remi-
ni scenc es of a R a ng er, " a posse vvas organized. 
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"Ferociou loo king warri or. da. heel up and dm, ·n :.Tain tr cct with 
an immen e cla tte r o f pu r., with comf ortable loo king r lb o f blanket :- on 
behind their add les, which a id blanket had been patri otically and gra-
tiut 0u ly g iYen by our gener u merchant.-. antec n: were in great dc111ancl. 
and whe n a hero was fo ru tnate enough to . ecure ne. away he would <lash 
to the Bella U nion or the 1'1ontg ome ry, wher the cant een would h pas:--ed 
to generou old HocJgec:, o f the f r111er place, or t chi ,·a lr u Cetman . f the 
latt er, and the aid canteen would be pr mptly returned t th eir re : pc:ct i,·c 
o,, ·ners, filled with somethin g 111 re c:fficaci u n a camp aig n th an holy 
wa ter or cold tea. " 

In fa ct the atm osph ere 0f th e bar \\'a s o attract i,·e. th e :l uggarcl · so 
slow in pr epa rati ons, that depa r ture " ·a de layed un til ne o 'clock. 

T he ha rdy Indi an fighte rs at length rode out o f t " ·11 in c lt111111 of 
fo ur s, \\·est\\ ·ard ac ross th e clu. ty pla ins, deter min ed to kin enough R cd men 
to mak e razo r strap s fo r th e next generat ion. In t \\ o h ur s they reac hed 
D on Benit o's ranch, and as th e hour \\·a a lr eady late, clecicled to spend the 
ni ght there. T ypical Cali fo rni a fa re-b eef, tor t illas, and coff ~c- a idcd 
the \Yarriors in preparin g fo r the mor ro, ,··s comb at with th e sa , ·;1'.-,-s. 

The nex t mornin g the y feasted aga in ancl th en mo,·ed up 11each ·s Ca n-
yo n and cro ssed the rid ge . Dy th is tim e th eir cant eens \\·ere aga in empty. 
C0mmand er Wil son hacl once fac ed and been clawed by an an g ry bea r; he 
had once volunteered to patrol the hill s to keep watch fo r th e terrorizin g 
bandit, Garra; but he couldn 't face th e pro spect o f a long, du sty j ourne y 
with an empty canteen. So the band halt ed at Vicente de la O sa 's Rancho 
Del Encino. 

There the courageous volunt eers again fortified themsel ves, and the 
hospitable Don Vicente in vited them to spend a few clays with him , arguing 
that the Indians already had a 40-h our start. He took the empty canteens, 
smiled anc.l said, "Aquai liay ba sante, " - " Here there is enough. " 

But anyhow, that the savages had been given a great scare ·was proved 
to the satisfaction of everyone-even to those who joshed the volunteers 
upon their return to town that night-by the fact that this was the first time 
they were ever pursued by Americans and the last time they ever raided the 
valley of this area. And the loss of the horses was no great blow to Don 
Benito financially. 

\tVONDER OF WONDERS 

In the early clays of the American occupation, a great fuss was made 
over the "soap mines" discovered in San Fernando Valley and elsewhere. 
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:f he_ l1C\\' . \\' ~ pread fa r and \\'id of thi amazing California mineral re-
ou'. ce. on!_) m the encl to ha,·e the min es turn out to be the foro-otten pits · 

\\'hich the mis ion friar and rancher0 had tared their urplu s° tallow. 
111 

ome n-hat differe nt. ho\\·c,·er. ,rn the cli co, ery made over fifty years 
ago on the outh -ea~tern ,r ampy portion of the old Rancho Rodeo de las 

gua . 

T he incid ent j olted the cientific-minded citizens of the pueblo at Los 
ngelcs, and in his book of remini scences called "O n the Old ·west Coast" 

Maj or Horace Bell, then the ranger for thi district , recounted the occu;._ 
rence a follo\\'S: 

" \ 1Vonde r of \\·onder s, a g reat aerolite wa reported to have fallen west 
of Los \n ge les during a rainstorm. T his fact could be pro, eel by viewing 
the steam it sent up throu gh the sof t moi t earth as it cooled do,rn there , 
nobod y kn ew ho\\ far beneath the surfac e. Pure iron probabl y ! The 
scientific world of Los \ngeles \\'as agog. Committee s were sent out to 
locate the spot. Ye , steam was issuing from beneath . Some eminent pro-
fessor was tele0Ta1)hed for from Lick Obsen a tor) ' , I think. They awaited h' o ' 15 arri va l before beg innin g to excavate. so that the great savant might 
be the first to feast hi eyes 011 the mar vel from the skies. 

"The prof esso r arri, eel, the stage was set and the earth was opened. 
The miners soon stru ck into a bulky ma ss, but it "a s soft and foul. They 
dug up the remains of a big fat horse; an old family hor se, as was afterward 
learned, cherished by the Valdez famil) of the Rancho Rodeo de las Aguas 
~!1C! interred out in the pasture ju st before the great_ rainstorm. Son:eone 
11d111g along to tom 1 had seen a flash from the skies that looked like a 
meteor falling; then returning into the countr y after the st~rm, when the 
sun had come out crood and hot on the wet earth, he had noticed the steam 
rising from the sp~t where he had certainly seen_ an aerolite strik~ ! From 
such small rumors do mighty movements grow, 111 a new and miraculous 
land. " 

CA PTURE NOTORIOUS BANDIT 

"The Americans came in and elbovved me at the dance. They drew after 
th em the prettiest girls. So I killed them!" 

. With that apparently as his only justification, Tiburcio Va~quez turned 
t?gand chieftain and terrorized California for a decade,_ until finally on 

ay 15, 1874, he was captured at the edge of Beverly Hills. 



so 

-1 t the cunn ing and reek le . . hor : cma 1. h ra n~ccl fr >Ill . ant a a ra 
Mexican border, I a,·in g go ld behin d him f r fri ends. smil es fo r w incit 

. . · ._ rrr at and death for nn go . I I 1s fa m e: 111 the arl v dar . wa : qui te a . I'"' t - - I u as that of J oaqu in lurri c:ta, whom he follcH,·c.:d as th e : up cr-baclnian . ) 
unlike his pred ecessor, he ha ~ not been canonized inl a kni ght-errant aJ1cl 
i all but f rg0tt en. 

·1··1 . a im t Pierc e E . Lened ict relat es a meetin g he had with Don 1 )Ure• . 
. . J . I I f L \ le ir 11 

sixty year ago. \ t that t ime -kn ecl1ct \\" r < ( or . a S I n!,;. . f r 
foun_dry, and ,,·eek-end s he often C l~le<I the C un tr y · 1 le _f r fire-\\ . _d•jfle, 
use 111 the fu rn aces. On ·uch c.·cur 1011 he u: ually earned a H en 1) 1 

1_ 
becau se deer we re plenti (uJ and he freque nt ly I r ughl d0wn a y un buc .... 
As a matte r of fact, nea rly eYery ne went ab ut armed, f r a . quez '_a . 
robb ing an d killin g on cYery hand , wit h . me eluded pot n -ar the cit)~ 
as hi s head qu ar ter s. The re,Yard for hi capture alive was 10.000, 0 

$8,000 dead. 
One Sun day mornin g 1'1r. Bened ict set ou t fr om his ranch in th e can yo~ 

and was hikin g west along th e ba . e of the hill , when he beheld a 111oun tec 
Mexican appr oachin g. T he listance betwe en th em decrea ed until th~y 
could distin gui sh one another 's fea tur es. rJ hen the swa rth y rid er reined 111 

his hor se sharpl y, and M r. Bened ict halt ec\ in hi s track s. T he horsem~n 
of course , wa s Va squez; but alth ough M r. Benedict susupected as n,~c 
he could not be certain , for no tw o of the bandit's victim s ever 1ive 
to describe him in the sam e term s. 

Vasquez held a silver-m ount ed rifle with deceptive carel ess ness across 
his saddle. He was tall, spar sely built , with small hand s and feet, a lo~V 
forehead , coarse black hair, anci a 1:ilue-black beard and mu stache. His 
restless eyes missed no detail of the hiker's appearance. 

For several minutes the two men ,vaitecl in silence, each distrustful of 
the other, each awaitin g the slightest hostile movement. No word was 
spoken. At last the tension ended. Concluding that Mr. Benedict was a 
hunter, unlikely to have any money on his person, Vasquez decided the risk 
of robbing him was too great. Accordingly he ·wheeled on his horse and 
disappeared over the crest of a hill. · 

One week later, Vasquez had been captured. And the women of L?5 

Angeles, convinced that he was a romantic hero, were sending flowers 1_n 
abundance to his tiny cell in the old Spring Street jail. Mr. Benedict identi-
fied him there as the rider he had encountered. 

Born in Monterey in 1839, Vasquez was part Indian and part Mexi~an. 
His early training was perfect preparation for his later career of crune. 
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His boYhoo I J and t i : . ( c_ay . h . pen t tamin g \\'ii I mu tang an I lea rnin e- to shoot 
r,-0 1· 110 \\ a knife . It i a id that h i f ..., .J.' e I power o ob en at ioni " ere unr iYaled . 
r xa m p e . he coul d tell a nat i\·e on fr om I b c irect ion in \\'h . I t i , < • • any ot 1er y watc hi no- th e 

s1110 l·e I ic 1 1e man ro lled l11. c10-a rette . J f the nat iYe son tdidn' t 
' ' t iat wa an other m atter. 
Va squ ez h ad . · 1 • hi s 

34 
< a cei ta m c 1ar111 111 ma nn er and peech and th ro uo-hout 

· yea r o f li fe . . ' b \\ a 
01 1 1 

_ · \\ omen \\'er e attracted to him , a he ,, as to them He 
fa0nda / y JB\Yhei'. he kill ed a g ri n rro fo r clancincr with his "doncellita ; at a 

< irro . ut li fe ti I fo r th • ff. 1en \\' as c 1eap. ancl some how he escaped puni shm ent 
t o en<:e . on!)' 1 , b . ·1 I I stea lin o- : ' , lO \\ e\ ·er. to e Ja t ec 1or tly thereafter fo r ho rse 

He es ' a pp~ i _entl ) a rn0re er iou crim e in the eyes of hi s coun tr) men. 
caped Ja il bu t . . I f . . . turn ed t ' " as aga 111 caug it or a 1mda r tr ansg ress ion and re-

o a st ronge r cell. 
N o sooner · l I to ta )~ was 1e re ea sed fr om th i second sent ence th an he decided 
,e upt hep rof . f b ·· d . . . . m other h ess ion o 11gan age 111 a sen ous " a). Gomg1 to hi s aged 

comin o-' eb kn e!t hu mb ly for her ble sing . an noun cing his init:entwn. o f be-
min d b and it . S he \\ as horri fied, but could do nothin g to change hi s 

\ r nd so he " ent off to th e hill s. 
m en _i\Then nex t hea rd fro m , he had on one single occas ion shot clown five 

111 cold blo I H 1 · 1 . . kn ow 
1 

oc • ow m any men 1e killed a toge ther 1s not defini tely 

B
n , _)Ltt th e tota l was probab ly ,Yell ove r a score. 

elie · · · . . re vol ve mg m prep a red ness , he oft en earn ed a H enr y nfl e and four 
but ver s. A t fir st only a few ru thless fo llowers rallied to hi s stan da rd, 
en d r eport s o f hi s da rin g sp read, th ey inc reased in numb er until near the 
each 1e mere mention of hi s name was sufficient to recruit a new gan g m 

new field. 
She -~{is lieuten a nt s we re Ju an So to, Leiva V asquez, and Claudero Cha vez. 
cou 1 Mo rse of A lam ed a Co unt y finally kill ed Soto in an excitin g en-
hi s 1; er. N ot long a ft er, Ch ave z was kill ed with a load of buckshot an d 

~cl was la ter di splay ed in a San Fr anci sco mu seum. 
hi s h'Ia squez ne ver m a rri ed, th ouah he had many love affair s, and t wo of 

c 1 clre 1· . b • . ab . 11 ived at Eliz abeth L ake. In the end 1t was a woman who brou ght 
0 ut hi s t I · h Id . 1· k' red h m e om g in a ne a rb y can yo n . Because e cou not resist c 1c mg 

incr . eels and fandan gos, hi s narro w escapes were man y, but the y only 
ea sed th f · I · 
0 

e a scmation of the seriou s ga me he was p ay mg . 
clarI ~1 one occa sion , v,,ith two follo wer s, he appe ared at a lonel y cabin one 

< ni a-ht d 1 1. . k h. fl
00 

. b O ' rou sed the owner from sleep, and comm an ec 11111 to Jer up 1s 
of 1 oards and m ake a coffin. A cro ss his sa ddle he carried the limp bod y 

a Youn o- 1 b d · 1 1 · o wom an. He placed the bod y in the ru e e ox, an wit 1 t 1eir 
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stra nge bur den u pended on " reata .. bet ween two hor. c.:. , th e nig-ht-r iclcr. 
clattere d into the dark n . \ ' h wa. he? H ow d id he d ie ? . · obody ,· r 
learne d the identity of th e unf or tuna te irl. 

The _tory i told o f h w 0ne t ime in an F ranci. c fi,· leput y . h rifY• 
corn ered the bandit in a hotel. II eluded the law b~· I aping ul f a :ec nd 
story \Yindow onto th e flim y roo f o f a hin e. e lau ndry bel \\' . T he r o f 
e0llap ing with h i we ight, he fell at the feet o f a fri ghtene d hin aman, 
but made goo d hi s escape. 

O ver a ten-yea r period im ila r plan. t captur e him al\\'ay fa iled be-
cau se o f hi s bold cle,·erne. s. In e,·ery city of the outhland he had . pies. and 
scattered at convenient place ,re re hide-ou t . J u t . uch a hi de-o ut \\·a. r -ek 
George s cab in, 011 the edge of herma n, where :.\fr. eneclict \\·a · a fr equ nt 
visitor. 

Greek George '_ wife , resentin rr th e a tt ention a quez ,ra ·ho \\·in rr her 
dau ght er, is supposed to have furn i bed heri ff Ro\\·land o f L \n gele 
with in for mation necessa ry fo r makin g a ur pri . e a ttac k. t any rate , \\·ord 
reach ed th e sheri ff's office rega rding th e bandit' s \\·hereabo ut s. 

W ith the g reate ~t secr ecy a posse o f eight men was o rga niz ed , c0 01-
mand ed by U ndersheriff A lbert J ohm on. To aYert suspicion Sheri ff R o-
land remained in th e city . T he oth er memb ers of th e pa rt y were B . F . Ha rt-
ley, chief of police ; J. S. Brya nt , city constabl e; E mil H a rri s, policem an ; 
Maj or H. M. M itchell , 'vV. E . R oge rs, D . K . Smith , and a M r. Bee rs, '' ho 
was special corre spondent for a San. Fr anci sco paper. The m ornin g o f 1\/laY 
15 was set for the attack. 

Major M itchell owned a bee ranch in a canyon not far from Gre ek 
George's. The party proceeded to that point , arri ving at; 4 a. m. , wh ere th ey 
discussed final plans . They were about to m ove aga inst the hide-out , ·whe_n 
a box wagon wa s seen coming from the direction of Greek George 's . Th 15 

was luck indeed, for now they could approach unob ser ved to the very door. 
Climbing into the wagon and concealin g themselves, th e po sse com-

pelled the driver to take them to Greek George 's cabin, threatening him with 
instant death should he show the slight est treachery. In this manner they 
reached the place, surrounded it, smashed in the door. 

Vasquez wa!!i eating breakfast at the time. He dashed for his guns in 
another room, but Greek George's ·wife had locked the door. Then he crawled 
through a small window, intent on making a dash for shelter. The party 
opened fire, and he fell wounded with buckshot. . 

Pretending to be mortally wounded, he surrendered, hoping vigilance 
would be relaxed and he would have a chance to escape. The chance, how-



p RT l - N \RR TIVE 53 

c, er tl . . . ' . e, er cam e. H . . tnJune. pr o ,·ecl to be ~ ~~; \ 1~ l~e~vo~;; ~ght to the Lo Angeles jail , where his 

H is capture \\·a ti . . . some of hi s .· t· < ie icrnal fo r a ll kmcl of j okes at his e. , · . . . v1c im s am ncr ti . 1 . xpense , and 
s1~uat1011 and u. e I hi t t> • ie m et c , ant took immediate advantage of the 
1111ssecl o that the I ./t,me 111_ nc\\ pape_r a~ve rti ement s. Schools were dis-

H is c 11 c I en might ee him m his ce!L 
I cell ,rn hea ,') ;'ti t i l t 1ere were 110 \\·o "I 1. ,e oc o r of flower from women admirers but 

fo und cruil t)' !mien 011 th e Jur y when he was tried for murder in San 1' c: 
ti , a nc tanrred on M . I 19 1 7,.. . O-e, 

1
e last to o r rr . . ai c 1 , :,. \ 1thout its leader his band 

a 111ze m the state , was broken up. \nd a new era be~an. ' 

TO\ 1VN OF SUN SET 

-
Ca n yo u v. 1 · B . . . . Neitlle. isua tze eve rly Hills with a harbor at it s western boundary? 

1 1 could . . . · of a la 
1 

most per so ns 111 1887. But a fe\\ believed the sales arguments 
1
. 

ocean-o-n: compan y-n a mely , that a canal would be dug to accommodate 
where ~mg vessels from the sea, through Santa Monica Canyon, to the spot 
in the "t olm?; Hills Park is now located-and those persons purchased lots 

own 0£ Sun set. 
offic/f 1887 the Los Angeles and Santa_ Monica Land and Water Company 
skill ~;,Purchased the_ Rancho San Jo se de Bu_enos Ayres from John Wolf-
it to L $438,700. 1 hat same year they subdtVI<led the land and connected 

os A ngeles by a steam railroad. 
out . ~s a to wn, however , Sunset never really existed, although it was all laid 
lith~:rts and _ streets. The promoters published an attracti ve subdivision map, 
map ~-

0

' phed hke a circus poster , a copy of which may be found today inl the 
ian t d om of the Los Angeles public library. Sunset Boulevard was so des-
o~h a_'. because it was to be the main artery leading to the subdivision. The 
it . eil important street was Railroad A venue, or Santa Monica Boulevard as 

is <now d 1 d th· 
11 

to ay . The streets running north and sout1 were name every-

ol
~ng from Aliso A venue at the present Beverly Hills boundary line, to Raisin, 

ange l ' First anc Lemon A venues . East and west the streets were numbered from 
to Fourteenth. 

ro d The town was conceived during the land boom of 1887, when the rail-0/ war between the Santa Fe and the Southern Pacific brought thousands 
eaSterners to the west coa st. Tickets from Missouri River to Los Angeles 
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were sold in 1886 a Io,, a five cl liar fo r the 2. 00 mil trip. ne day the 
fare '"a cut to 0ne do lla r f r the ntire journey. . . 

But about thi t ime a . lump in the la 1d boom arriYccl. and only a te\\ 
loL in un et \\'ere old . . m 1 l the company quit-claimed th e prnpcrt 
back to it pre,·ious ow ner, wh re umecl hi · ranching and the . chc:me wc1 

for gotten . 
th e rancho ha an intere t ing hi ton· cl . ely linked \\·ith the El h -

deo ranch o . let' go back and tart a t the b ·ginnin g . Grantee\ t . r. \ f a:-;it110 
Alani s by Go, ·ern or \I ichelt ren a Fel5ruar v _-l-, 1 -4-.:,. the: ran cho was -I--+ 
acre in exten t . n the \\·e t an l north it ·wa b uncl d by the h .anch o an 
V icente y anta \Jen ica, on th e ea t by Rancho Rodeo de las :\n-u a · , and n 
the south by Ra ncho La ellena and R incon cle lo ucye . . 

Sh ti f . . h h D 'I · c\1· (\, an cl hi 5 or y a tc:r rece1v111g t e grant , oweYer on .v ax 1mo -
heir sold it to Dr. \ Vil. on \V. J one one f the fir t cl ctors in L \n ge le ' 
and to illiam B. Sa n ford , an ea rly Lo ngele po. trn aster. 

A few years later, in 1852 to be exact , J ones clecidecl he coul \n ' t be L0th 
doct or and ra nchero . So he so ld h is in tere t to B. D. \N il on, bett er kn o \,·o 
as Don Beni to , at a repo rt ed sale pr ice of 35 cents an ac re, o r $6 2.75 in a ll. 
For the nex t six yea rs Do n Beni to and Sa n fo rd ra i eel ca ttl e toge th er. \ t th~ 
end of that tim e, Do n Be nit o bought out hi · pa r tner fo r $ 16,000 an d ow ne~ 
the ra nch o fo r the nex t 26 ye ar s, hi s pate n t to th e g rant hav in g bee n confirm e 
in 1875. 

T hen J ohn W olf skill cam e along and bo ught th e ranch o in 1884 _fo r 
$40,000. Two year s lat er the Sant a Fe Ra ilroad ,, as compl eted an l land pri ces 
soare d , and the ne w owner sold the pr opert y fo r ten tim es wh at he pa id fo \ 
it. A ft er quitclai~n ed back to him , it rem ained in th e \iVolf skill famil y untl 
1919, wh en A rthur Letts acquired title. 

Much of the gro wth in th e a rea ab out W estwo od came as a result of the 
establishment of the N ational Militar y H ome , which was uuilt on 640 acre s 
of land deeded as a gift. About thr ee-fourth s of th e prop ert y wa s don ated 
by Sen ator John P. Jones , who ,,vas lar gely re spon sible for buiklin g up Santa 
Mo nica , while the other acreage came from Colonel Robert Bak er and the 
Wo lf sk ill intere sts . 

MONTE M A R VISTA LITEk ARY SOCIETY 

In the 'ei ghties, what cultural life ex isted in the are a bet ween L os An-
geles and the sea centere d about the Monte Mar Vista Literary Society , or-
ganized January 5, 1887, with 19 charter members. 
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T he 1_11inutes of this eeking 0 -roup ha,·e been pre erved in a yellowed 
le?ge r wntten in old fa hioned cript , no\\ in the posses ion of the editor of 
thi s \\·ork. 

By bugcry and by hor eback, \\'eat her permitt ing. the member s crathered 
fro m mile arou nd to atte nd gro up di cu· ions each ,~;eek at the old C~ld vVa-
ter School Ho u e on Sun et Bouleva rd. The officers during the fir<:t year 
were N . Le, ering, pre ident ; P. E. Bened ict, Yice-pre ident; Mrs. Jo sephine 
Bened ict , trea urer , and J. L. Romer , secretar) . 

. A t each meeting a pirited debate wa he! I on some subject of local or 
nation al int erest pre, iouSI) decided upon, and a paper called "T he Alpha " 
"a s prepared each week by a different member to .. be read before the group. 
Feminine memb ers entertained with songs and declamations. 

The minute s of the first meetin g will sugge st the nature of the society: 

"Co ld \ i\Tater School Hou se, 
"January 12, 1887. 

"F ir st regular meeting Januar y 12. 
"Q uest ion discussed. Resolved: That the manufacture and sale 

of intoxicatincr liqu ors be prohibited except for medicine and me-
chanical purpo ses. Decided in favor of negat i, e. Judge s : Mrs. E. 
Wiltfong, Miss Horner and \.V. 0 . vVhite . 

"Paper read by Miss Carrie Vv. Atkinson. A collection of one 
dollar taken. S " "J. L. Romer , ecretary. 

Sometimes the regular meetin g was dispensed with so that members 
could hear a guest speaker, as was the case on iVIarch 30 of th~ same year, 
when a Mr. \\Tatts delivered a lecture on his travels in South Afnca. 

Debates ,;,.,ere held upon such varied topics as the follo\>ving , _all of. which 
Were won by the affirmative, an indication of the intere sts and viewpomts of 
th e people who built up this area: . 

"Resolved : That capital puni shment should b~ abohs!1ed. 
"Resolved: That women have equal political nghts with men .. 
"Resolved: That female education be made commensurate with 

male education. 
"Resolved: That the reading of w!)rks of fiction should not be 

encouraged. . 
"Resolved: That it is better to vote for a wrong canchdate of a 

right party than a right candidate of a party that is wrong." 



Duri na the fir t ·ea r o i th_ . ocic ty ~xi stcnc~ . 21 pcrs t~:-- attc n~lcd tr; 
m eet in g find ing the re both 0c1al f II w : h1p and int ·llcct ual st1mu b tH 11. ( ' 

1888 th e me mber h ip had inc rea ed to 3 . rcm a ini ncr at th at fig-u rc 1a ls dt 1 ( 
· · I I \-c~ in g the fo llow ing yea r. ~I r. Be ne lict wa pr e iclcnt durin g t 1c seco n , 

and J. L. R omer durin g the th ird yea r . 

- L . r F L n cne' The ori g inal 19 m embe r were J. • e\ ·enn g , P. E. Be ne < 1ct, · . _ - ' ··Jt' 
d iet , Mrs . J oseph ine Be ned ict , E . \ \' i\t fon~, ~co r rrc \ \" ilt fong , :\ dd 1c \ \ 1, [. 

fon g . F. •\ V. Di etr ich , -:\Iacr_'."'"ie ~ ietr ich: Ed gar ._J o. cph. \ \" ill iam F o rd . P - ,es 
D urf y, J. L. R omer .. .\<la f ull1s, arr1 e \ \ . .-\ tkm on , J . cph chaf er , J ~ t1 ·e 
W hit worth \ . 0. \\ hit e an l C. C0cker to n. .-\nd at th e . ix th m e t in cr L 1zZ 1 
Tra fford and F. -:\I. Shaw j o in ed. 

By 1888. " ·hil e the nam es o f E . S. J o eph , George \ Viltfo ng, 1\ cl lie \ Vi_l~~ 
fa ng an d \\ illi am ~on l we re no lo~ge r Ii tecl a mei:nbcr. new m cmb er \ 11c, 
elu ded A. E . Be ned ict , M . S. Y age t , -:\Ir . . Ya ger , R ichan \ \ Vatt s . Be lle -_ t ' 
Ta dd en , M . \ ,Vilt fo ng , E sise Co ck ert on , H . 1\. P help . , T. L. \ Vhit c . P. \\ :~ ~~s, 
tle , Clara Traff or d , A . S . D o. s, H. M. P helps, C. R . Vv'hit e, \ V. J l 1 

Joseph Snall , M rs. VI/. 0. W hit e, Su sie D av is and Cla ra Ma) e . . 
. 1 . I f . · J pc:ecl _ ~ t t~e _end of. it s t 1ir c year , te_r a ~1g0 rou~ ex ist~nce , the so ciet y a ~le ( 

mto mact1 v 1ty until 1894 , when it wa s 1 co rgarnz ed with 27 memb ers t1I1 \ f . 
the presidenc y of W . H . Kenned y, with J. C. Han son a s vice-pr es ident, p. \ 
Cottle as treasurer, and W. F. Nel so n a s secr etar y . 

. . . . a111 e The first meetmg after reor ga111za t10n wa s held on A pril 2 , and the fl , 
of the society changed to the Cold \i\1ater Lit erary Society. The li st of 111e111 

bers had changed almost entirely, onl y a few of the old one s remaining . 

. Besides the officers mentioned , memb ership included R. P. Hanson , C. ~: 
White, T. L. White, J. H. Kennedy , P. G. Grunclt, John Gnmclt, H -

1

(
55 Grundt, A . F. Nelson, W. Hanby , ]Vliss Julia Nelson, P. \tViltfong , 1\ /
5 M~nnie \tViltfong, A. T. Stow, I-I. F_elps, A. L. Romer , Mrs. Charles Tttl ~< 

Miss Maud Tullis, Miss_ ~elle vVestm, D. Carter, John Tr~fford, and S. rl)' 
Swall. Members who JOmed later were C. Hanson, Lucian Swall, Pea 
Wiltfong, Charles vViess and Oscar Jenson. 

Not only the membership but also the topics discussed changed. The~ 
speculated, among othter things, upon "which is of more benefit to man , ,, 
dog or a gun?" and upon "which causes the more damage, fire or water? 

Meetings were held until sometime in December of 1894, when interest 
seems again to have languished, and the society passed out of existence. 
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H \ PTE R I X . 

OTHER OLD TI~IER 

: \ f tcr the 13cncclicL, the nex t promi nent re id n t of thi sect ion were 
E. C. Parr ish :rnd fam ily, wh c:1.mc in 1 7-t-. ancl T hom a J effe r on; ·Moffet t, 
, ho l:i.te r beca m e ne f the fir st city t ru stee . 1\Ioffett. on of M rs. Pa rri sh , 
li, ·cd w ith t he Pa rri sh fam ily in th eir hou~c at the h ead of Be ned ict anyo n . 

In :iftc r yea rs , P:i rri h m o,·e I to E l l\Io n te. " ·here he d ied a t th e a(Te 
of 90. :\ fte r hi - depa r tur e. 1\Ioffett went to Ii Ye ,Yith the Co ttle br ot hers , 
\ rVilli a m an d Pe rr )·. w hose hom e m ay t ill be . een in the 600 block on No r th 
Ca nyo n D riYc. \ Villi am Cott le m a rri ed Sa lly Pa rri h , h alf- iste r of Moffe tt; 
a n d the la t te r m a ITied nne ott le, s i te r of the Cott le bor. 

I n 1876 Geo r ge Killin cam e to li, ·e on 1-t-0 acre in Be ned ict Ca nyo n , 
a n d in 187 7 Pat H igg in s ,Yen t to li ve a t the h eacl of H igg in s Ca nyo n , wh ere 
h e ra ised cat tl e and kep t bees. H igg in s· olcl house ,Yas burn ed a fe " ) ea rs ag o 
in a b ru sh f ir e. H igg in s lat e1· Ii, eel in Be nedict Ca n1 on. 

In the yea r 1878 th e D ietrich e~, F red and 1t!arga ret , th e la tt er an ed-
uc a te cl wo m an \Yho co ul d re ad th e B ible in Greek , too k up a h om estea d in 
Be nedict Ca nyo n. In la ter yea r s th ey m ov ed in to Be ,·erly H ills p rope r. A n-
oth er ead y r es id ent " as Cha rl es F. O 'B ri en , \Yho owned about 20 acr es 
w here Mayo 1· S pa ld in g la ter built hi s estate . P ick fa ir w as a par t o f the late 
Jo sephine Be nedict esta te. 

T he old h ou se in P ea v ine Can yon wa s O\\ necl by Cecil Ro senthal and 
hi s m other. Rose nthal is now v ice-pr es id ent of the Securit y-Fir st Na tion al 
Bank. M 1·s. R os enth a l pur cha sed 40 acr es fr om 1\ifr. Be nedict for $ 10 an acre, 
and her son lived in the can yon for a tim e in an ef fo rt to re gain hi s heal th. 

M . L. Yege r came h ere fr om Ne va da, where h e had be en a state gov-
ernm ent official , an d bou g ht about 300 acr es a t L atll'el Can yo n , later sellin g 
thi s pr opert y a n d comin g to bu y 18 acr es in 1885 ju st east of the pre sent E. L. 
Doh eny es ta te . Yeg er in hi s later yea r s becam e wh at is kn ow n as a Chri stian 
mini ster. His w idow , no w aged 84, is s till li vin g in H ollywood; and hi s son, 
Tom Y eg er , a brilliant governm ent att o rn ey, di ed ab out a yea r ago. 

Other s who li ve d in Be ne
1

clict Can yo n in the earl y clays were John and 
Mr s. Lu vell e, who h a d properti es ab ov e the Parri sh acre age. Th eir son , John 
Lu velle , is now a r a ilr oa d m an. His br other , To m , w as kill ed in an ex plo sion 
at the Hercules Pov, 1der \ rV ork s in San Franci sco in 1925. 
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H PTEJ X . 

H_ L\IEL \ D DE~KER R.\~ II 

After Dr. Preu ss the nex t owner of the old rancho were 1 Tcnry If ;1111/ 
mel and hi partner, Charle.:: Denker who acquir ed the ra nch to grow suppJie 
for use in their hotel bu ine ss . 

These two men ha d been fam ou in L o. , n rreles for year s a~ h tel 
manager s--of the hi storic Be lla rn n durin g the · ix tie , and tht:n 0 f tl1c 
U ni ted States H otel , a brick st ruc tu re, the la st wo r 1 in com f rt then. \\•hic 11 
stood at Ma in an d Market St1-eets.. 

"Th e :Hammel and Denker Ranch ," as the prope rty became kn o \\·11• 

was planted wit h acr es of lim a bean , pre sentin g the a . pect that m any o lcl 
time rs w ill re ca ll. T he o ri g inal pLu-cha. e was ma de in 1 8 1. a nd fr m t iJ11e 
to tim e ot he r tracts were add ed . From then on , the mu ica l name of Rode 0 

de la s Ag ua s was forgo tten. 
The bes t description of thi s area about th at tim e ca m e from th e pen of 

an A u strian tra, eler, A rchduke Ludwi g Sa h ·ato r , who de scribed the Be \·edf 
Hills di s trict in 1876 as " a plain of adobe from \Yhich are afforclecl g limp s~S 
of a fertile valle y, lying like a g reen carpet at the foot of th e hill s . Th 1s 
is w hat is known as the Cienega, a m a r shy st 1-etch of land ten mil es lo t1t 
and three miles w ide. Since the land is con stantl y damp, th e g rass is greefl 
throu ghout the year, making an ex cellent pa stur ag e and, in certain acres, 
being suitable for raising grain and vegetables. ' ' 

In the late 'nineties, Hammel and Denker made an effort to subdi v ide 
the ranch, calling the new city-to-be , Morocco; but their scheme was pre; 
mature, for by 1907 only one ne,v house-that of Henry C. Clarke-hcl- c 
been built. And by that time Hammel and Denker no longer owned tne 
ranch. 

The station at Beverly Hills had been known as Morocco ever sit1Ce 
the old steam railroad was completed in the late 'eighties, when the ranchers 
all stopped work to watch the first train carrying passengers, by way of 
South Hollywood, from Los Angeles to Santa Monica. 

On one occasion the president of the New York Central, with a part)' 
of railroad men on an inspection tour of the steam line, while walkiflg 
around as the train stood at Morocco, was so enthused by the view that i,e 
predicted the finest residential city of the United States would rise nearby. 
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v\ ith re o-ard to thi . ol l . tea m lin e, one inci lent mio-ht be related which 
ho\\ s the flim ) nattu-e o f it s unball as tecl track s. Du~in g the 'eighties , a 

cloudb_urst occurred in th e hill back o f th e ci t ·, ancl th e water r aring clo\\n 
Benecl1ct any on wa clamm ecl by del 1·i pil ecl arra in t a fence. \ i\Then the 
fence g aye w ay, th e \\·,:lter " ·ept clo ,\"n aer o. s the ranch in a beet and 
carried the track . about a quart er o f a mile outh. 

In 1896 General M. H. Sh erm an and E. P. lark electrified the old 1 

steam line , ,Yhich in I 09 wa sold to the South ern Pacific and con solidated 
with the Pacific E lectric. 

Thi s area in the old c.la) s wa . a pa1·acli e fo r hunters . From 1900 on-
ward , Erwin P. \ iclne) no\\ a res iclent at 506 N . Camden Drive, ma le 
regular trip s to hunt dee r and mall rrame "hich ab ounded in the hills. 1\/Ir. 
Widney is the . on of a alif rnia pion eer \i\Tilli arn \ Viclney, and a nephew 
of Dr. J. P. \tVidne y, who helped write th e fir t hi story of Los ngeles 
county. He h as clone much to pre en e the old Sp anish tradition of the state. 

"One of my fii· t jaunts after quail wa s to the hacienda of Victor Ponet 
in Sherman ," 1\/[r. \Vidne v recalls. " Victo1· Ponet had come to Los ngeles 
at an early date and , suc~es s ful in bu sine ss, had built one of the first show 
places in our foothill s. Sherman \\ a s then a car-barns town and Sunset 
Boulevard a du sty road. A n old friend of my father 's, Dr. W. D. Lowder, 
next took us to his ranch of 160 acre s in Benedict Can) on. We packed our 
blankets, guns and grub, and took the electric car to Sherman, where the 
Doctor met us with a team of hor ses and spring ,Yagon. \!Ve drove out of 
Sherman on \Yhat is now Sunset Boule\ ard; then along the road now 
running in front of Ben Meyer's and E. L. Doheny 's estates to what is 
Now Beverly Boulevard, past the site of the Beverly Hills Hotel, and into 
Benedict Canyon. Not a human being had we seen. · 

"The Benedict lands extended back into the canyon about a mile, and 
there began Dr. Lowder's holding, ·which he had taken as government 
land. Our camp wa~ a small one-room shack which stood nearby. 

"\i\Then ,ve tired of shooting on the Doctor's place, ,ve asked permission 
of l\1r. P. E. Benedict to invade his domain, and with his characteristic 
gene1·osity and friendship, he gave us the nm of things. Of course that \ 
was in the days before the vandals shot stock for deer and practiced target 
shooting on tanks and windmills; and fine shooting we had for many a 
season. 

"Investigating up the canyon, we found on the next ranch, with its 
California board homestead, a delightful old German couple, Fred and 
Margaret Dietrich. Two old-timers divided the balance of the canyon, 
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1 i now ·1 wned w ,at b t Irish stock, " 10 0 
1 

. in-law , L II 
of ·French name u E· t Taylor's fat1e1-John me e, Mr and 1tirs. Baker, 'rnes 

Hitchcock Park; and a . . 1 ·hen we 
held the left branch of the can) OI ;nade this trip, untH one day w men. 

"For a number of seasons we c e upon a c:tranrre cene- s 
. to the canyon we cam ·1 ' Hill s ,Ya tramped from Sherman , 1 \ncl the building of Beve1 ) mules, scrapers, Fresno s dust. 

under way." 

CHAPTER , I. 

A CITY EMERGES 

h · California , In 1900 when oil was once again being ardently soug t 
111 

c 

1 
Oil 

, . . b \ d t tl th \mal o-amatec a group 
O

f Los Angeles cap, ta I rsts anc e age ~er as : b , ) 

1 

a ter 
Company (since become a pan of the Assocrat:d Ori Compani • P
urchasing the ranch with the idea of developing rt as an 01! field. . «· 

f I 111 H E Huntm::, 
This company W1ls composed o suer we - <nown men as . . . . .. 

ton, Burton E. Green, Max Whittier, VI/. G. Kerckhoff, William F . Hei 
1 

in , 
W. S. Porter, Frank H. Balch and Charles A. Canfield. . . th 

The last mentioned man was a petroleum engineer and until hrs <lea . 
was president of. the Rodeo Land and Water Company. His daughte~ 
married Sil Spalding. W. G. Kerckhoff, a pioneer lumber dealer, organize f 
the San Gabriel Electric Company ; Kerckhoff Hall at U. C. L. A., the gr ft 

O 

1 
his widow, commemorates this early pioneer. Frank H. Balch was connec_te\ 
with the development of Southern California water power for electnca purposes. 

The Amalgamated Oil Company began drilling at what is now the 
southeastern portiton of Beverly Hills, where just beyond a few wells of 
smal!, productio~ are still in operation. ' But hopes of wealth from "black 
gold soon vanished, as the venture turned out to be a commercial failure. 

But nothmg daunted, the organizers of the company outlined a bright 
future for the ranch as a residential community, and in 1906 formed the Rodeo Land and Water Company. 

f Burton E. Green was the moving intellect in the plans that were made i:' a ('( finer tan anything that had been seen previously for a city with rge 
O 

S; tiee- med streets, beautiful parks. ' 
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.f\ s a I · B · c U ) t1tut e fo r ?IJ I eve rly Far m i\ , • r cco. t 1e nam e Be ,·erly H ills was a !opted from 
Beve rly an 

1 
• Ia .· · 1 he \\'Ork f t)bclivi ion beo-an. Three treet Rodeo 

l 
c a non Dr i, · . . . 1 _::, a'.1c R ex ford , . . . _ e. • " e1 e openec , ancl 111 1911 Camde n, Cre cent 

'1 ded. tre t ' e , e cu t thr ugh . :\ t great xp en e. pub lic utilitie \\'ere pro -
A d e padrn ·ars , · · I I . I I · n th e tract . < - ' ei e P an tee \\'It 1 pa 111 tree s, acacias and pepper . 

\ " as put on the market. 
. previ ous! · · eight ancl . Y menti oned. Hen n C. brk e built the fir t hou. e on Jot 

I n111eof blocl 6S · I f. ' 
1a, ing beet .;: , 111 t 1e all of 1907. the purcha se of the propert y 

pancy bcfo; _n~~de sc ,·~r:~I m onth : ear lier. T h chr ellino- \\ as ready for occu-
Stear11~ by ~"\frhank s~:nn g Day. T hi· house was later sold to F reder ick I . 
Rodeo D .· · la t ke. \\'h o accept ed a hou e at the south east corner of 

t 1ve and B . I H. C c. n o-it on \\ ay a· part pa)ment. 
the loss 

0
·f ~at ke wa s born in Na ·lwill e. Ten n .. in eptember of 1859. fter 

relat ives . 0t h parent while ·till a boy, he ,ra taken in to the home of 
i 111 labam rl' l · · · I d . I a ter ente. 

1 
a . 1ere he rece1red h1 public choo e ucat10n anc 

188 t ec the V. . . . 1 · . . I d . I. H II g 1111a tl1tan \ cademy fr ont " ·h1ch he grac uate m 
M iss Fat e_ enlte~·ccI the gove rnm ent sen·ic e in St. Lou is, \\ here he marri ed 
• c 1n1e =>n t I . . . . . in September c 1a1 tt. He d1ecl 111 J anu a r) of 1928, and Mr . . Clar ke cl1ecl 

M. of the fo llow in o- yea r. 
Cl 

1 · Clark e' 1 -1 ::, . · - C arke i s c 11 clren are ,r ell kn ow n 111 Ber erly H 11ls. Herny . 
l\t,r· s secr eta · f A · · . -J.Jldred Cle . _ c I Y o the Be ,·erly Hills Build ing and Loan ssoc1at10n. 
IS a bat 

1 
_ _ a_i ke 111arried B . J. F irmin o-er. the city clerk. Gordo n H. Clarke 

• c 1 '-et 111 ti · · ::, b I 1'1 1 en1ainin o- 11s cit y, and A lexand er Clark e is a Los \no-eles an .;:er. 1e 
Califot·t _t:> I11et11bei:, Philip Clarke is connect ed with a refinery at Oleum , 

11a. , 
. A bout the · · • · 7 8 arrtvecI tit11e the Clarkes built in Beverly Hills, the pamc of 190 -

Percy }I aCncl the tract was removed from the market until 1910, when 
· lark b · f · I R cl L d anc1 V\1 ater ecame sell111g agent and general manag er 01 t 1e O eo an 

I- Co111pany. 
b. Ie Work ct · · . . · 11· t ou ght h . e ll1 conJtmct1011 with \ ,Vilbur Cook, a landsc ape at c itect 
Cook's f ~1 e_ from New Yo rk who planned the city. It is lar gely due to 
fi · 01es10-Jt ' H'II . tt1no-ly 1 - t:> 1 ' as well as to Burton Green's, that Beverly 1 s is so 

t:> aid out 
Af ter Cl . agent ark, Sidney C. Rowe was the next to assume charge as selling 

Lewi ~ :~d he was followed by the Frank Meline Compan y, with Harri son 
B 111anao-er 

b I y 1911 ti~ · . · B I ·cl e 0ngi
11

o- -ei e were only six houses north of Santa Momca ou evai , 
Clarke. R.. t~

1 
J. M. _Hunter , P. E. Benedict, \ tVi!liam B. Ht~nnewel_l, H. C. 
· Kec!z1e and a Mr. Peters . But four years late1 enough people 
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had come here to live for Beverl y Hills to be incorp ora ted as a cit y . 
In 1911 Mr. and Mrs. W. B. Hunnewell erected a home at 621 

Beverly Dri ve. When Mr. Hunnewell died on Ma rch 1, 1932, he clo sed 
a career as the dean of bond salesmen in Lo s Angeles. A member of the 
first board of trustees, he had a vast acquaintanceship in the Southwest as 
district manager for N. W. Halse y and Company of New York, lat er ab-
sorbed by the City National Bank of New York. more extended surve y of 
his career will be found in the biographical section. 

In May, of 1912, Mrs. Margaret J . Ander son, enterin g upon a new 
venture against the advice of friend s and associate s, left the Hollywood 
Hotel where she had been lessee and man age r for a number o f yea r s, and 
built the Beverly Hills Hotel. \rVhen the st ructure was complet ed, over-
looking the rolling grain fields and bean patche s, M rs. Ander son brou ght 
her staff and many furni shing s from the Holl yw ood Hotel to the loc al 
hostelr y. 

Surrounded . .by · fifteen bungalo, vs, with the park across the street 
still a thing of the future , the hotel became immediat ely successful am! soo n 
established an international reputation. For man y yea rs, each winter found 
the hotel filled with guests seekin g peace and qui et,_ancl many of th em lived 
there permanentl y fr om the clay the hot el opened · its doors until i\/Irs. 
Anderson sold it in 1928. She died tw o yea rs later on September 24. 

CHAPTER XII. 

NAlVIE ORIGINS 

Thi s city owes its name to Burton Green, who had previously been a 
resident of Beverly Farm, Mass. \ i\fhen it came time to designate the new 
subdivision , he selected the name of the eastern city and added the word 
"Hills" to suggest its setting. The word "Beverly" itself is a contraction 
of the two words, "beaver" and "lea." ,As long ago as 1066 there was a to,:~ in Britain named Beverley, named for St. John of Beverley; and when 
Wilham the Norman subdued the island, he spared the town out of respect 
to its founder . 

The name of San Vicente Boulevard goes back to Vicente Valdez, one 
of the three brothers who lived in Sherman after the Rancho Rodeo de 
las Aguas passed into other hands. 
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Out ide of the rrram mar chool name I for the rancho , Ro leo Dri ve 
is the only other remin der f the arl) hi to ry of the city . 

n rrelo Driv e is named for .\n o-elo E. B nedict, born 62 years ago 
on Broadway in downt o\\"n Los \n rre\es, \\"ho no, Ii, es in Fu llerton. He is 
the brother of P . E . Bened ict. 

Swall Drive perp etuat e the mem ory of . \\ . wall, an early resident 
of thi s area in th e 'e ighti es. 

Ar naz Drive comm emorat e the name of Don Jo e de rnaz, who 
purcha sed the nearby Rancho Rincon de los Bue es ometime bet\\ een the 
years 1864 and 1875. T hi s Spani h don was one of the prominent men 
in the early li fe of outh ern alifornia. He maintained a store in Los 
A nge les, founded the to\\"n of entura , offering free land to any who cared 
to settle, e tablishecl th e first drug tore in San Jose, and engaged in the 
practice of medicin e as. a icleline. The hou se he built may be seen still 
standing on Robert on Bo ule,·ard rnut h of Pico Boulevard . His · son, Elberta 
Arnaz, who sold the prop erty he inh erited fo r a fraction of its pre sent value, 
operate s a Spanish restaurant on Robertson Boulevard near Burton Way. 

Pico Bo uleva rd , of c ur se, is named for General Pio Pico, while Rob-
ertson Boulevard take s it s name from George D. Robertson, ·a pioneer -realtor 
and subdivider in th e \ iVilshire and Holl y" ood districts . The name of the 
earlier subdivider, E. A. Preuss, was dropped and Preuss Road became 
Robertson Boulevard . 

Spalding Drive recall s. the city 's first ma yor, after that term was 
adopted, Silsby M. Spaldin rr, a member of the city council for man y years. 

Hamel Drive is designated after Henry Hammel, the extra "m" in his 
name being somehow dropped ,vhen the street wa s named. 

La Cienega Boulevard take s its name from the old Spanish rancho 
adjoining on the southeast-Rancho de la Cienega, which ,vas granted to 
Don Francisco Avilla, builder of the old adobe structure recently restored 
on Olvera street. Upon hi s death the rancho passed to his son and two 
daughters. One of the latter, Luisa .Avilla de Garfias., sold f.or $2,000 her 
share, 'while the other, Francesca Avilla, kept her part and founded the 
Rimpau fortune. 

Peck Drive commemorates C. L. Peck, owner of the old Peck Building , 
which in the old days ,vas the central business structure of the city. It 
stood at the present location of the Bank of America. 

Readcrest Drive was named for the subdivider of that particular area, 
George E. Read, a pioneer real estate man in the city. 
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Both Doheny Road and Dohe_ny. Dri, e ,, ere named for E. L. Doheny. 
the oil man, who maintains a ranch again st the foot of the m ountain s. 

Schuyler Road recalls that the late \ . F. Schu yler wa s one o f the fir s t 
to build in the section nearby when that tract ,, as marketed. 

Yoakum Drive was so called by Frank B. Yoa kum , original owner._ and 
subdivider of Wanda Park in Benedict Canyon. Simil ar ly, M cCa rt y DriYe 
\\as named for vValter G. McCarty, who subdi vided about one-quarter 
of Beverly Hills . His faith in the future of v\ ii hire Boulevard has be en 
unlimited; about 25 years ago he opened a subdi vision at Wil shi 1·e ancl 
Vermont and has gradually worked west\\ard. The Be ,·erly-Vv ilsl~ire Hote l 
is a tribute to his vision. 

Meeker Drive is named for Leo 1eeker , first pre sident of th e First 
National Bank in Beverl y Hills. Clark Drive hon ors Percy Clark , fi1·st 
selling agent for the Beverly Hill s tr act. Easton v\ ay is nam ed fo r L. C. 
Easton, one of the first residents in Benedict Canyon aft er it s subdi vision. 

Burton way and Greemvay Drive account for the nam e of Bu1·ton 
Green , and Reeves Drive honor s J. J. Ree, es, pioneer nur serym;in , \\·ho 
land scaped the city. 

Whittier Drive recalls that Max \Vhittier was one of the 01·g;iniz er s 
of the Rodeo Land and vVater Company , besides being one of th e e;i rl y 
residents of the city. 

Freely translated, La Altura Riad mean s the road lea ding to the sum-
mit, and Sun set Bouleva rd deri ved its designation fr om the "paper" town 
of Sun set. Speedway Drive recalls that the city was the scene for m any 
of the early auto races. 

Camden Drive and Lexingt on R oac.1 are named a fter eastern citie s . 
Incidentally , Alp-ine Drive was originally called Knaresborough Drive, 

and Rexfof-d Drive was known as Gwendolyn Dri ve, until renamed by the 
board of tru stees in 1917. Also, Benedict Canyon Drive was formerly 
Beverly-Van Nuys Boulevard. 

CHAPTER XIII. 

INCORPOR ATION OF THE CITY 

In the fall -of 1913, public sentiment demanded that Beverly Hills be 
incorporated as a city of th e sixth clas s, but as there were not sufficient 
voters within its original confines to bring this about P. E. Benedict was 
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asked to run a line to include enough voters with in the limit . 
The boundaries were extende d to include 160 acre s a t th e m outh o f 

Benedict Canyon, 20 acre s belongin g to Charles F. O 'B rien , part o f Fr a nklin 
Canyon and a portion of Higgins Canyon. 

This included about 550 persons, sufficient in numb er to incorp o rate 
under California law as a s.ixth class city, and as th ese re sident s fa vo red 
such a move, a petition circulated by Sidney C. R owe, J ohn J. R eeves, 
and Augustus Neistrum , was signed by 64 · qualified elector s. 

Addressed to the Board of Sup ervisor s, the petition wa s filed with 
County Clerk H. J. Lelande on December 1, 19 13; and two week s later the 
description of the propo sed boundarie s wa s apro ved by Count y Surve y or 
I. B. Noble and his deputy, J. E. Rockhold. 

When, however, Supervi sor s Pridhan , Butler , M anning , and N orton 
visited the ground to examine the boundarie s, they recommended that a s trip 
of land along the west side of Doheny Dri ve and another alon g the north 
side of Wilshire Boulevard be eliminated from the pr oposed confines, in order 
to leave taxable propert y abutting on these str eets to provide for their up-
keep by the county. Accordingly the chan ge wa s made and a new description 
filed January 2, 1914. 

After various legal fo~·malities, . an election was held January 23, with 
a substantial majority votmg for mcorporation, and electing temporarily 
to the board of trustees., P. E. Benedict , Vv. B. Hunnewell, T . J. Moffett, 
William T. Gould, and Chai:les B. And_erson. For City Treasurer J. W. 
Slater was chosen, and for City Clerk, Sidney C. Rowe. 

On January 28, a certificate of incorporation was received from the 
Secretary of State, and the early residents' dream had become a reality, 
though none expected the phenomenal growth that was to come in a few 
s.hort years. 

The next evening after receipt of the certificate, at the home of Charles 
B. Anderson, 619 N. Canon Dnve, the trustees-all old friends-gathered 
for their first meeting. After the_ constitutional oath of office was adminis-
tered to each, as ,~ell as ~o the City Treasurer and City Clerk, the trustees 
elected Mr. Benedict president, but as he was unable to serve at the time, 
he asked to be excused. Then upon his motion and the second of W. B. 
Hunnewell, William T. Gould was chosen president of the board to act in 
the capacity of mayor .. 

The two first ordinances wer: ~dopted unanimously, the one establishing 
tht city hall in the old Peck Bmldmg, at the southwest corner of Beverly 
Drive and Burton Way (now Santa Monica Boulevard south), the other 

' 
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ordinance fixing the time for regular meetin g on the e\ ening of the second 
},ifonda y of every month. 

Two days later a special board meeting \\'as called to notify the proper 
count y officials to asse s and collect the taxe s in Beverly Hills , which could 
be done mo t economicall) by the county at a co t of one-half of one per cent. 
Several month s later ordinance number thre e \\'a pa. eel to that effect. 

At the next meet inrr, I· ebruary 9, the fundamental que tions of garbage 
dispo al and fire apparatu s came up for discu ion. In the first instance it 
was decided to secure the en·ic es of the Rodeo Land and \,Yater Company 
in collecting the garbage once a week. \i\ ith regard to fire protection, the 
city fathers directed Sidney C. Rowe to inYestigate chemical fire apparatus 
with the view of purch as ing three pieces to be kept at separate point s in the 
city for emero-ency use, in add ition to a hose cart that could be fastened 
behind an automobile. public demonstration to show ever) citizen how to 
connect a ho se to a fire plug \\'as schedul ed. 

On April 13, according to tatc law, a municip al election \\a s held to 
elect officially the city officers, and the citizens returned to office all the previous 
officer"- with the exception of City Treasurer J. \ ,V. later, who was unable 
longer to serve, and whose office was filled by James E . Vloo lwine. 

According to the law governing these elections , P. E. Benedict, receiving 
the highe st number of votes ( 69) and Charles B. Ander son, w'ith the second 
highest number ( 68) "ere elected for four- year terms. The other three 
members were elected for a two- yea r period. 'vV. T. Gould had also re-
ceived 68 votes but stepped out in favor of Anderson 's having the longer 
term. 

The day following the election, at the tru stees' meetin g, Gould wanted 
to step out of his office as president in favor of Benedict, but the latter de-
clined, and Gould was re-elected president, on condition that Benedict serve 
as president pro tem in his absence. As Gould traveled considerably and was 
ill much of the time, Benedict acted most of the time in the capacity of 
Board president. 

At successive meetings , pressed by a thousand and one unfamiliar de-
tails of government, the first group of city fathers considered such questions 
as obtaining a city seal, record books, passing upon road and liquor taxes, 
utility franchises, street paving , and selection of capable men for admini s-
trative offices. Force Parker was chosen at City Attorney and Edmund 
Locke as City Recorder, while A. C. Pillsbury served as City Engineer and 
Augustus Neistrum as City Marshal. Dr. Lowell C. Fro st became the first 
health officer. 
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The government of Beverly Hill s, in th e mat ter o f law s, ,, ·a patte 1·necl 
after that of Long Beach, Pasaden a, Santa fo nic a . L os /\ n ge les . a n d o th e r 
cities, as the board of trustees remained up nig ht a ft e r ni rrht until o n e 0 1· 
two in the morning to frame ordinance s that ,, ·oul d be pe rman en t a n d at 
the same time be capable of special interpr etati on in ca se of ur ge nt n ec ess it y . 

For the first seven yea rs a ta x of one dollar per hun cl1·ctl too k ca r e o f 
the entire machiner y of governm ent, and the populati o n o f the to ,, ·n \\'a s 
small indeed in compari son with toda y. 

On April 25, 1914, began the first of man y quaITel s w ith L os \n ge le , 
as that city began laying a pipe line with out so much a s "b y )' O lli" lea \·e, " 
across Coldwater Canyon Road, on a right -o f-w ay pmcha sed fr om th e R o deo 
Land and Wa ter Company. 

A long legal battle on the part of the city tru stee , in which 1·es t1·aining 
orders and injunction s failed to deter L os Ange les from it s purpo~e, ended 
in the courtroom. For a time daily "adjo urn ed" meetings we1·e h eld by the 
trustees. The Rodeo Land and \!Yater Compan y ent ered int o the qua1-rel , 
bringing pressure to bear on the tru stees, who promptly rep liecl. "T h e gover n-
ment of the City of Beverly Hills has been vested in a board of tru stees . 
separate and distinct from your company, over which we do n o t believe you 
have any right , legally or morally , to exercise control." 

Although the city had apparentl y a clear ca se, based upon s tate lav ,r, 
the decision rendered finally in Superior Court by Jud ge 'vVorks was f in a l!y 
in favor of Los Angeles. 

In fairness to the Rodeo Land and Water Company, it should be said 
that they co-operated in every way to build up the city; and although they 
paid 70 per cent of the taxes , they relied for a "square deal " upon the integ-
rity of the city officials. 

By the middle of July, when the city departments ,vere functioning 
efficiently, when streets had been resurfaced , when plans for lighting the city 
had been made, and when an invitation of the Lea gue of California M unici-
palities to join that body had been accepted, a petition from residents in the 
unincorporated southeastern portion of the old Rancho Rodeo de las Aguas 
was submitted, asking for annexation. The petition was signed by James R. 
Cole anq by Mr. and Mrs. Frederick W. Dietrich. At the election on Sept-
ember 2, 1915, the five residents of that area voted to become a part of Bev-
erly Hills. 
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Th e electo r o f Be \·e rl Hill Yotecl K onmber 18 on the question , 47 
bein g in fay o r a nd onl ) ..) opp ose I. O n De cember 8, a cetificate wa s received 
fr om the ecreta ry o f ta te, m akin (T the ne\ porti on officially a part of the 
cit y. Thu s t he cit y's boun la ri e- were ex tended to their pre ent limits. 

CI-I:\ PTE R XI\ . 

E ARL Y D AY l\II SCE LL \ N iy 

't'. ea rs a ..,.o, when bean s g rew in abundance hereabout s, the thre shing was 
clone r ou ghl y , an d anyo ne \Ya \\·elcom e to wh at \Ya left in the field s .Accord-
in g ly, B eve rly Hil s wa s a fav orit e picnic 0 round fo r \n gelenos, who drove 
out to pick bea ns and returned home \Yith a year' s uppl y. 

\tVhil e th e bean field s were still! much in ev idence th e city 's fi rst base-
ball team wa s formed , and alth ough it ne\· e1· reach ed the big league. it was 
stron g en ough to de feat m os t o f the oppos iti on. Betw een the year s 1912 and 
1916 a game wa s pl aye d nearl y eve ry Sa turda y aft ernoon in the large ci~·cu-
lar space where Be\·erl y, Can yo n and Cre scent DriYes con verge near the Bev-
erly Hills Hotel. 

The Malted -Hoppers, from i\fa ier' s Brewery in Los \ngele s, was the 
team most often pla yed by the local Bean-Eaters , and on such occasions the 
brewery boys brought along a keg of beer for refreshment during the innings. 
Henry Clarke pitch ed mo st of the game s for the Beverly 'club. Other players 
were Ed Spence, P. E. Benedict , the Cottle boys, George McBride and vari-
ous employees of the Rodeo Land and \ i\Tater Compan y. C. B. Anderson, at 
that time manager of the Rodeo Land and \ i\iater Compan y, took charge of 
1~ost of the games and was him self an all-round athlete , having represented 
the United States in the Olympic Games years ago. 

. During the early days no Los A ngeles store would deliver in Beverl y 
Hills. Milk, groceries and newspapers were left at the Pacific Electric station 
each day. These ' were delivered to the few homes by Augustus Neistrum. 

The business section consisted of one building , housing a combination 
grocery store and butcher shop operated by Mr. and Mrs . George Bruso. 
Bruso was also the postmaster and sold about $60 worth of stamps a year. The 
first clay's business of the post off ice totaled six cents. 

During the years of the war a community store was opened by a number 
of prominent residents, including Jake Dansinger , Freel Niblo, Charles Ray, 



70 HIS T ORY OF BE YE RL Y HILL 

E. E . Spence, Kirk John son, \ ,Villiam Hu nnewe ll and rm an Pa l ~t. The y 
formed a company, each sub"cri bing $500 . P at o · onnor later boug h t th e 
communi ty store from the stockh olders. 

Af ter Bru sso, up until Americ a 's entr y in to the or iel v\ ar . Ste\·e G ia ell 
was postmaster. As resident s couldn' t get ma il \ ·he n the ~tore ,\·a clo eel. he 
nailed boxes out side th e stor e for their convenience, and a lso h e establi sh ed a 
mailbox ngrth of the tr acks in a centra l locat ion where lette r s co ul d be po sted. 

The city's fir st bus line ran in th e days befo re th e 1 oo nen ille t ro lley S\\' ay-
ed along Rodeo Dri ve to the Bever ly H ills Hote l. T he bu s er ·ice, co n i tin g 
of a ram shackle For d driven by a ,ener able J ew, med to p ly betw een th e statio n 
-and the hotel. T he fact th at the "bus" \\ as on one occasion upset in a coll i ion 
with Major Lan g's Great Dan e gives a good ment al pictu1-e o f th e con t rapt ion . 
Later on a one-car trolle y system was used to ca rry g uests to th e ho tel an d as 
far east as \i\lhittier 's propert y on Sun set Bo uleva rd . T h e t rack s we re rem ove d 
ten years ago and the right-of- way turned int o a brid al pa th . 

In the fall of 1920 the city was still w ith out a dru gs to re. Fra nk Ho m er , 
who previously had been in the dru g bu siness in L os A n ge les, ro de abo ut th e 
streets and actually counted th e houses to find out how m any cu stom ers he 
would have. Then shortl y before Chri stm as, T920, he open ed a dru gs tore , the 
second store of any kind in to wn. Man y o f hi s fir st cu stom ers h av e trade d 
with him consistently ever since. 

Among the first merchants to open in Beverly Hill s were A l an d Carl 
Bickel, who came here from Seattle in 1921 and establish ed a furniture store 
on Burton Wa y, where they operated for three year s and then mo ved to the 
present location. Al Bickel died in June, 1932. The same year that the Bick el 
brothers opened their furniture store , one of the first business blocks , which 
still stands on the Santa Monica Boulevard strip between Ro deo and Be verly 
Drives, was erected by J. L. Kennedy and William B. Camfield. 

Up until about 1924, the bu siness di strict in Beverly Hills wa s h a rdly 
worthy of the name . Most of the activity was in the residential section. What 
few store s and offices exi sted had to close their doors on the swelterin g hot 
days because of the dust clouds that formed as men cultivated the bean fields . 

CHAPTER XV. 

THE COMING OF THE STARS 

Following all the activity in the few years after the city emerged , Beverly 
Hill s was again retarded in its growth; this time, by the World War. Then in 
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abou t 1922 began the phenom ena l g r ,,·th . ~ide I in rreneral by econo mic con-
d it ions, and d irect e I t th is a rea in pa rt icular by th e c~m ing of the movie ta rs. 

In the ea rly ' t ,Y n t ies . \Yhen Fa tty . rl u Ide became i1wolvecl in a canclal 
an d ot her m o,·ie a te lli te were m akin g th e fr n t pag es of the world with sta rtl-
in g recrular ity , a guar lian in the per on o f D eacon \\ ill Haye wa placed 
ove r Ho ll) ,, ·oo d , afte r\ illi am Gibb s I\Ic ,\ cl o ha I refu eel the ta k. ncl Dea -
con Ha ys in t imated that Be,·erly H ill o r om other outlying clic:trict would 
serve as a shelte red re ident ia l ·ect i n f r h is charg e pointinrr out th at th e 
indu st ry a a wh ole wa s su ff eri n rr fr om the ant ics f a few black heep. 

T here we re, of cour se. only a fe ,, black sheep. Ot her we re drawn to 
B everly H ills because, in the ne,, era of la rge salar ie that had come in the 
m ov ie in du st ry , Be , erly H ills wa s a wanky place to Ii Ye. Con sequentl y, the 
star s bega n flo ckin rr her e, to j oin the tab le memb er of th e profe s ion that 
ha d m oved here earli er . 

L ead in g th e hi ge ra had been Ma r) P ick ford an 1 D ouglas Fa irbanks, 
th eir P ick fa ir estate on the hill soon becom ing a mecca for sight eers. T hey 
w ere fo llowed shortl y by Cha rl es Chap lin. Glor ia Swa nson, \ i\Till Roge rs and 
F red N iblo . n d then seve ral ) ea rs late r cam e the g reat mi grat ion fro m Ho lly-
w ood , and w ith it th e beg innin g of the boom clay in Be, erly H ills, when to 
make a sa le, a realt o r had only to poin t ou t th at a star o f th e fir st mag nitu de 
lived in the next house. 

In the wake of th e sta r s, cam e pro duc er s, dir ectors, writ ers, cameram en, 
and les ser member s o f th e indu st ry . How ,,rorld-wicle publicit y resulte d fo r a 
city th a t was still in it s chr ys ali s stage , and how it emerged \\ ith tin seled wings 
as the "Hom e of th e Star s" and th e f in est residenti al city in th e countr y, is 
knov vn to all. 

From this host of fam ous persons, too num ero us to mention indi viduall y, 
may be sin g led out a f ew for furt her conside ration, because as good citizen s 
they h av e m ade contributi ons o f imp ortanc e. In th e g roup ma y be numbered 
Mary Pickford, \ ,Vill Ro ge r s, Conra d Nage l, and Fre el N iblo. For a diff erent 
reason , Charles Chaplin should be ad ded to thi s g roup. 

M a ry Pickford has eve r been an x ious to a id in any civic mo vement. W hen 
the appearance of a celebrity ·was th ought essenti al for success, she as the reign-
in g queen of the industr y w as always willin g to be pre sent , and on time . It was 
her idea that citizen s shoul d plant evergreen tr ees on their g roun ds to be lighted 
at Christmas time , and Be verly Hill s led th e ,vay in thi s nm v widespread prac-
tice. 

Fred Niblo, beside s bein g a fine dir ecto r , whose m as terpi ece " Ben Hur " 
is still making money in th e far corn ers of th e ea rth , has alway s been the first 
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to volunteer as toastma ster for civic banquet s. "The O ne-Eye d Co no lly of the 
West, " Will Rogers called him , say ing fur ther . ' ·Fred rcpre . ent s the m t ion 
picture industry the same as Shuler doe th e :\!mi ghty ." :i\ ibl o is a large p1·op-
erty owner. 

Conrad Nagel is another highly valu ed citizen , not onl y becau ~e h e o ,Yns 
properties and a thri ving marketplac e in the ci ty , but al. o beca u se he is a cultur-
ed member of the movie indu str y, an orator, mu . ician an d writer. I-Ie loo k s 
upon Beverly Hill s as a city of home , ancl of Do ug Fa irb an k s' ug ge tion 
that a wall be built aro und the city, he ~ays: ' '\ \i hil e the talk ed of \Ya ll around 
Beverly Hills may never be built , we can all ee that it is, f igura t i, ·ely. a l\\"ay s 
there-keeping out this noisy materiali sm the world wor ship s toda y-ke ep ing 
out much of this fu sion some call pro gress, and keeping in the peace ancl happ-
iness and beauty we all love and cheri sh--k eeping thi s cit y fo r our children what 
it is for us-- 'Beverly, the Communit y of Home s.' That is why I liv e in De \ -
rely Hills . . 

Charles Chaplin deserves considerati on and hi gh prai se, because of all 
those appearing before the camer a in Hollywoocl, he alone can be acclaimed a 
great'artist. He justifies the industr y, with hi s picture s standing in contra st to 
the mediocre reels of celluloid that issue from the film capitol. 

"Chaplin is, in himself ," wrote Richard Sheridan A mes, "a complet e ancl 
satisfactory school of the theater. He has grasped the ba sic p1·i11ciples \Yhich 
underlie great art everywhere, whether naturalistic 01· formalized, expe1·iment-
al or traditional. Alone, he can recre ate for the listener any contemporary per-
formance, Occidental or Oriental. He can approximate technique , visualize 
effects, impersonate personality and suggest the totality of a perfonnance--
whether it be a Japanese No-play or any embryo motion picture." Of Chaplin 
as a universal artist, Ames further noted: "The symbolic little shadow figure, 
with his cane and exaggerated shoes, has no name, unless ,ve call hin1 Every-
man." 

In a recent poll, in which the prominent writers of Europe were asked to 
name the motion picture they most enjoyed, seven of the fourteen who 1·epliecl 
selected one of Chaplin's pictures . Nearly all of the others voted for European-
made films. 

And the reason for Chaplin's greatness is not far to seek: his pictures are 
a real contribution to the pictorial art of the world for the reason that they have 
their origin on a foundation essentially poetic. For instance, "The Kiel" dealt 
with the love of a man for a waif, treating the subject in a manner as natural 
as the love of a mother for her child. 
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As T . S. Eliot observ ed, " The eg reg iou merit of hap lin is t hat he ha s 
escaped in his own way fr om the reali m of the cinema and im ·en ted a ryt!1J1_1. ., 
Follo wing in the tradition of the g rea t clown . he blend ab . urcl hum 1· ' '"'.th 
patho s in a manner worth y of Dick ens. If a colleo-e of hera ldry \Ycre to de n e 
for Chaplin a coat of arm s, it could do no better tha n to elect the y m bo ls he 
has made famou s; a comic mu stache coucha nt, OYer a shi eld bea rin g cle1·by a ncl 
baggy pants , and hal ved diag onally by a thin ba mboo ca ne, tlJe wh o le - upp or tecl 
by absurd shoes rampant. " Gilbert Se ldes hai le I h im a "t he m a n w ho, of a ll 
men of our time , seems most assur ed of immorta li t) _,. 

The city 's best known citiz en, of cour : e, is \ ·ill R oge rs . P robably no o th er 
man has been approached by so many people, so man y tim es, a nd a keel to nm 
for so many diffe rent office s. \ ill declined th em a ll. Be in o- a phil oso ph er , he 
believes a man should stick to his last ; and he free ly con fes e th a t w ith 
his rope and polo ponie s he would feel out of place in the \ Vhi te Ho use, bes ides 
no longer having the opportunit y of ha, in rr fun with Co ng 1·ess . 

But the citizen s of Beverly Hill s slipp ed on e ove r on \\ ill in 1926 . The y 
met him at the train after one of hi s j ourne y , whi sked him away to a pla t fo nn 
in the park acro ss from the Beverly H ills Ho tel, and befo re he 1·ea lized wh a t 
was happening he was made ma yor o f Beve rly H ills. 

Many people think he was actuall y mayor , but as Beve i-ly H ill s at that time 
had no official mayor , only a pr esident o f the board o f tru stees, th e title w a s 
honorary, but no less a sincere tribute. 

On June 8, 1929, about 500 guests gathere d at the Beverl y -\ Vilshire to 
honor Rogers with a banquet spon sored by the Chamber of Commerce . On 
that occasion Freel Niblo outlined Roger s' life; " It wa s on N ovember 4 , 1879, 
when he opened his eyes for the fir st tim e and asked , " vVhat is C ongre ss 
doing?" The place was Claremore , Oklahoma, and his par ent s v.rere Clem and 
Mary Rogers. "He went throu gh the school s quickl y, in th e front door and out 
of the back. He wanted to go to South America where 1 there wa s more room 
to spread . So he first went to New York and didn ' t o-et abo ve Fourteenth 
Street. Then he went to Bueno s A ires for a year or so. F~-0111 there he went to 
South A frica. A fter everything was broke, includin o- himself he headed for 
Chicago and the World 's Fair. Later he went into v:udeville, 'and it was then 
I became acquainted with Will Ro gers . That was 25 years ao-o." 

A remark of William Collier, Sr., speaker at the same dit~ner, ma y be inter -
polated : "Jhen Ziegfi eld committed one of hi s wor st folli es. He enga ged our 
guest, not fo: his a~ility, but a~ a ~ontra st !or the beautiful girl s." 

T o contm~e with _Fred _ N~blo s chronicle, "Hi s fir st speech on th e stage 
occurred one mght while spmmng two rope s. One of his spurs cau ght in the 
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ropes and he muff ed the trick. He sa id. "I got all my feet through but one." 
The next night the ame thin rr happened and he repeated the remark. From 
that time on, talk g ra dually came int o hi s act. 

"Now he ha s reached th e point \Yhere he is not onl) the crreate t comecl-• Q 

ian o f our times but \\'ill go do\\ n in histo ry a one of our crreate t hum ori sts. 
But it is not only his public lif e that we like, but hi pri vate life a well. One 
day in 1908 he \\'ent to Oklahoma ancl marri ed pretty Bett) Blake. He is gen-
erous and well-respected as a man. and eYen thourrh in his early clays he mixed 
with th e roughe t and toughe t, he has kept him elf clean, and in spite of his 
adventurous life her etofo re, he loves hi home." 

It \\'a s Rogers who by hi s influence did much to mak e the civic center a 
realit y, and he pre, ·ailecl upon congress to appropriate $300,000 for the new 
postof-fice. 

Other famous resident s of the moYie world. such as Harold Lloyd, Carl 
Laemmle , and Co rrine Griffith, th e latt er O\\'nin g much propert y locally, are 
distinct assets to any communit y. 

During the last several years, man y of the sta rs have moved to Malibu, 
Bel-Air, San Fe rnando Valley and Toluca L ake; but that they are still here in 
greatest number s may be proved by a trip with the "movie home 1 guides" who 
operate a lon g Sun set Boulevard and make a busin ess of tr ad ing upon the cur-
iosity of touri sts . 

vVith far less ballyhoo th an the stars to herald their arri val, well known 
people in the business and profes sional world have come here to reside. To be-
gin to name them would be impos sible. 

And likewise with writers of national and international reputation that 
have come here to live or to visit for a time, flouri shing in far greater number 
per capita than in any other city. Such writers as VI/. J. Locke, Edgar Wallace, 
Don Marquis, P. G. \ i\Todehouse , Emil Ludwig , Marc Connelly, Fannie Hurst, 
Julie Peterkin and John Balderston have lived here for a few months or a year 
or several years. Others like the two satiric poets , Dorothy Parker and Samuel 
Hoffenstein; like the playwrights, S. N. Berhman and Charles MacArthur; 
like the humorists, Nunnally Johnson and Sam Hellman; like the ace scenarists, 
Edgar Allen Wolfe and \ i\Tilliam Anthony McGuire; like the best-selling novel-
ists, Vina Delmar and Phil Stong; like the mystery writers, Dashiel Hammett, 
Florence Rhyerson and Colin Clements; like the historian , Joseph B. Lockey, 
and the archaeologist, T. A. \t'lillard; and the widely syndicated columnists, 
Ted Cook and Louella Parsons, make Beverly Hills their permanent home. 
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CH \P T ER X I. 

AN E X TION ND TH E \\ ATE R \ T E ~I 

In the spring of 1923 the annex ation fig ht pr o,·idecl one o f th e hi n-hligh ts 
of the city's histor y. The groping ten acles o f L o A nge les so ug ht to include 
thi s city within its juri sdicti on, deri ving ther eb) a ll th e bene fit s o f a rich r es i-
dential district, for the small return of wat er pri vileg es. The ann ex a ti on threat 
was the most seriou s cri sis the city ever faced and it s cle f eat th e m os t for-
tunate move the citizens could ha ve made . 

Annexed to Lo s Angeles, the public spirit th a t ha s made B everl y Hill s 
so fine a city would ne, er ha ve come into being . \:\ ise law s cl ra wn up by un-
paid city councilmen of high integrit y to guide the city ·s devel opm ent along 
right lines would never have been passed. Our police pr o tection would be of 
the inadequate type that exi sts in the outl y ing part s of greater L os \n g ele s ; 
our schools would not only be fewer in numb er but the building s ,Yould lack 
both the beauty and safety o f the present structure s. 

The annexation fight centered about inadequate facilities for di stributing 
water in a city that had suddenl y begun its phenomenal growth. Pre, iously 
a few shallow wells in Cold, vater Canyon had sufficed for the few homes. 
At that time the water system was owned by the Beverly Hills Utilities Com-
pany. As the system ·was not planned to meet the emergency of rapid de-
velopment, the Rodeo company was anxious to turn its problem over to Los 
Angeles . 

To this end agitation was begun . Most of the realtors., with several 
exceptions among those who had vision, worked for annexation, not realiz-
ing the harm that would occur in the future. The citizens and city officials, 
however, worked wholeheartedly against the move. 

The anti-annexationists organized under Frank Denison, and as the 
service of these men to the city was of inestimable value their names deserve 
to be recorded. They included Frank Joyce, Force Pa,:ker, George Prindle, 
Dr. Cha_rles_ F. Nelson , Charles C. Blair, James L. Kennedy , Kenneth Miles, 
B. J. Firmmger, Steve A. Glassell, Hector D. MacKinnon, M. C. Moore, 
George M. Russell, Sil M. Spaulding, S. W. P. Strelinaer V./. E . Woods, 
Stanley Anderson , E. F. Consigny, E. C. Andrew s, Paul Ba/ton, Nick Burns, 
Hal Cooley, L. W. Bush, W. L. Crow, R. M. Dyar, R. S. Eliott, C. A. Eng-
lish, Harry Fargo, W. J. Gage, E. E. Gardner, R. D. Gould, C. B. Hershey, 
J. H. Hill, M. B. Horton , R. B. Houston, W. B. Joyce Arthur Kuhn, H. J. 
Meiss, J. A. Noblett, Albert Oakley, 0. M. Overell, George Price, H. vV. 
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Ro .. . ], . R. choonm ake r, l_nle :\. cull. har le H. eioe), \V. . Se ion , 
T. pi\·ey. R obert L. tab! r. D. \\i. tab ! r, \, ar ren Stoepel. Garnett 
T) !er. \ V. S . \Vaith. \. B. \\ "harto n. and M . J. \\ illett. 

E lect ion day on .-\pr il 2-1-th \\"a_ a hectic exper ience. Ea rly in the morning 
th e a nn exat ionist s ha d left at eYery door:,tep. bott le of the mo t offe n iYe 
sme llin g water obtaina l le. labeled , "Thi i the \Yater you drink! " Knots 
of cit izens gat hered on e,·ery corner in the bu ine s Ii trict. The future of 
the cit y hung in the balanc e. In the ev ning- a the vote s \\ere being 
counted, a cro\nl rrathered in fr ont of the old city hall on anon Dri ve to 
hea 1· th e lat est return:, . 

Th e counting continu ed until far into the night , and the ann ouncement 
of victo ry \\·as a s ignal for mu ch celebration. Fire irens screamed through 
the qui et st1·eets, as the \·ictor ious g roup \\"ent ab ut serena din° the hou e-
hc lclers . and a bra _~ band marched abo ut playin o- 'There'll be a Hot Ti me in 
th e Old Town Tonig ht .' ' teYe Glas ell immed iate ly pas eel out placar I 
pr ev iou ly prin ted , \\·hi ch read : ' ·Gia sell rntecl N !" On fa) 11 a victor y 
celebrati on dinner \\"as held . 

] he water qu est ion , ho\Yever , st ill remained unsettled. The rnlfurious 
odor of the cit y \Yater was particularl y objectionable. But both winners 
and lose rs in the annexation fight coope rat ed for the good of the city, and 
an engineering survey revea led that an adequate supply of water was a, ailable, 
and that the se\\"er probl em could be oh ·ed by making a connection with 
the outfall sewe1· of Los Ange les. A rran gements for makin g the connection 
were completed, ancl the \\"ater suppl y wa s developed. 

Bonds to the total of $400, 000 were voted in 1923, and on J anuar y 1, 
1924, the city purch ased the water system from the Beverly Hills Uti lity 
Company for $250,000. The purchase recei ved the appro val of the Rail-
road Commission. A dditi onal wells were drilled, the Sh erman \ t\Tater System 
purcha sed , new pump s in stalled, and tran smission lines increased. 

This development continued rapidl y, keepin g pace with the other features 
of municip a l life, until in 1928 the so ftenin g plant on La Cienega "a s com-
pleted, to so ften the water from a hardne ss of 15 gra ins as it is pumped 
from the wells to a hardne ss of only 8 grains as it comes out of the faucet, 
the lime hydroxide proce ss bein g used. In addition to this, to pre vent any 
sub sequ ent contamination in the reser voirs , the water is treated with chlorin e 
in the proportion of two-tenths of one part for each million gallons of water, 
thu s killing any possible bacteria. The \Yater as it comes out of tlie ,veils, 
J,,,,_ :ver, is absolutely pure . A bacteriological analysis is made twice each 

1· . • 
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1After softening treatment , water from the 20 pumping wells , which vary 
in depth from 200 to 600 feet-6 in We st Holl ywood , 4 south of Pico, and 
10 in the La Cienega district-is pumped to three reservoirs 800 feet above 
sea level. One reservoir has a capacity of 8,250,000 gallons , providing the 
city with gravity service. More wells can be sunk as needed. 

While virtually in the same drainage basin geographically speaking. 
the wells are grouped in three distinct geologic basins, divided by underground 
dykes and faults. The upper basin lies in the \iVest Holl y wood vicinity, 
the central basin near the inter section of \ ilshire and Robert ~on Boule-
vards, and the lower basin south of Pico Boulevard. The se basins form 
the most valuable water supplies in Southern California. The well s flo\\ 
as artesian when the pumps are shut do\\ n. The water in the upper basin is 
of unsurpassed quality, but that from the lower basin has sul fretted 
hydrogen and iron. These with other minerals are removed at filtration 
plants on La Cienega Boulevard and on Foothill Road just south of Santa 
Monica Boulevard. 

Besides the $400,000 bond is.sue in 1923, an aclclitional issue of $150 ,000 
was passed in 1924 and a large issue of $1,500,000 in 1927. The se bonds 
are being retired rapidly. 

Beverly Hills uses on an average of twice as much water per capita 
each year as Los Angeles, the figure being 223 gallons per capita daily 
average throughout the year, with a 345 gallon summer average peak. The 
daily average in Los Angeles is 125 gallons per capita, ,,vith a 210 peak in 
summer. 

When water from the Colorado river is brought to Beverly Hills, 
as a part of the Metropolitan Water District, it will serve to aid in meeting 
peak demands and will be a safeguard against the distant possibility of a 
water shortage in the city-owned wells. 

Thus the water problem of 1923, when there were only 800 homes to 
service has been resolved into a municipally-owned system with 5241 ser-
vices, and includes service in West Hollywood (Sherman), which an official 
report from the State Board of Health termed "the most exemplary water 
works plant in California, if not in the United States." And so is the future 
assured. 

CHAPTER XVII. 

THE BOOM YEARS 

During the period from 1922 to 1930, all B~verly Hills c1v1c agencies 

\ 
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w u rk ed t i1·ele sly to publici ze t he city, an I the re ult wa a population in-
c1·,:ase o f ove r 20 00 per cent. unp ara lleled in any ot her communit) of like size. 

s in th e ca se o f any ne ,,· community . the m o,·ement s of the rea l estate 
market mad e mu ch o f the hi sto ry clu1·incr thi p ri ocl. U nd er a Beverly 
H iTis ela te lin e, th e 1·apicl a le of prop ert) \\"as commented upon by \!Viii 
Rog er s in ugu t , 192 3. 

" If yo u ca ll on a rea l esta te age nt and he won't sell you anything ," 
R oge 1·s wr ote, " he is a rea l to r ; it's the am e a what the old-fa shion ed 
r ea l estat e age n t u sed to be, onl y th e commi ss ion is different. 

" Lot s a re so ld so quickl y ancl ofte n ou t her e that they are put 
thr ou gh escro w m ade out to th e t\\"el fth O\\ ner . T hey couldn 't possibly 
m ake a se parate cleecl fo r each pLll'chase r ; be sides, he wo uldn 't ha ve time 
to r ead the de ed in th e ten minute tim e he ow ned the lot. 

"Yo ur h a \·in g no m oney does n't wotT) the agent s. If the y can just 
get a coupl e of dolla r s clown, or an old O \ ercoat. or a shotg un, or any-
thin g to ac t as fir st payment . Seco nd hand Ford s are con sidered A -1 
collateral. 

" It's the g re a tes t o-arne I eve r saw; yo u can 't lose. Everybody 
buys to se ll and nobody bu ys to keep. \ ,\That's worr ying me is who is 
going to be the la st ow ner. 

"It ' s ju st like an a ucti on ; nobod y eve r gets stuck but the las t one." 
But newcomer s did buy prop ert y to keep. Homes arose rapidl y. New 

streets were cut thr ough from time to tim e. New tracts were marketed. 
l\1erchants opened store s and industrial concerns were established. 

Vl e are still too close to the events to evaluate th em; ten years from now 
they may perhaps be v iewed in their proper per specti ve . These boom years 
may, hov .rever, be rapidl y reviewed in kal eido scopic fashion . 

In 1923 the need fo1· a high school was vo iced , the Holsum bakery 
built a plant, communit y sin gs we re held at the Hawthorne school each week, 
the Fox Studios purchased 434 acres for $1,400,000, real estate offices de-
cided to close on Sundays, the Beverly Hill s Citizen began publication, the 
Bridle Path Association was formed, and the Chamber of Commerce came 
into being. 

This same year 193 acres, known as the Speedwa y tract , originally 
purchased b~ the Speedway Association, comprised among others, of Sil 
Sp a lding, Cliff Durant and Jake Dansinger, and later sold to \IV alter G. 
l\1cCarty at about $10 ,000 an acre, was subdi vided . This year, also, Fred 
Noah opened the Beverly Wood subdivision, Hogue-Reynolds subdivided 
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a tract in Benedict Canyon known a Be,·erly Gro, ·e. and the Taft Rea lty 
Company subdivided 112 acres of land near Pickfair. 

The year ended with Beverly H ills a umin g elen :nth 1 lace in the state 
for building activit y, the number of ne\\· hou e equallin g 60 pe1· cent of 
all the dwellings erected since 1907. T he rrrand tota l for the year s 192 1-22-
23 \\ as as follows: 713 houses, 60 bu iness buildin g. , eigh t apartments, 
six duplexes, eight stores, and three bunga low court s. 

During 1924 the city approa ched a 5000 populati on. the attempt at 
annexat ion to Los Angeles was clefeatecl, carrier posta l service \\·a-; begu n. 
Escrow Indian s romped about , the speecl\\'ay was di :mantl ecl. the Bever ly 
Theatre was built , service clubs came into being . the ga s and teleph one com-
panies made plans to build , church es were erected , a new city hall \Ya co m-
pleted at a cost of $62,50 0, and schools enrol led 519 pupi l5. Du ilclinrr per-
mits jumped to $5,053,644, and the city valuat ion \\'as $20,000 .000. 

The followin g year, in Janu ary , the fir t annua l horse ho \\· wa s h eld , 
and in June 35,000 Shr iners atte nded the rodeo that wa s ta gecl It ere . The 
first 99 year lease ,vas made_ by C. L. Peck on the soutl1\\·est co rn e1· of 
Beverly Dri ve and Santa Momca Boulevard at a rental of $2 .-100.000 . Pop-
ulation jumped to 7500. Char les Dlair donned a uni fo r111 a police chief. 
and Lloyd Canfield was secured as fire chief . T he Be\'er ly 1-Iills Na ti ona l 
Bank, with Ralph VI. C. S_hull as p_resident , opened its doors at \ ,Vi lshir e 
Boulevard and Beverly Drive, shanng busine ss w ith the F ir st Nat ional 
Bank that had moved into its new building at Santa Mon ica Bo ule va r d and 
Beverly Dri ve the year previou s, with 0. N . Beas ley as president. 

By 1926 the city was 90 ~er cent impr ovecl, population increa sed to 
12,ooo, and the assessed valuat ion doubled in tw o yea rs to reach a $40-
000,000 total. Fo r several t~onths new home s averaged one a clay, and one 
month two each clay. The high school opened its doors, Beve rly Vista school 
was planned, and propei:ty _for the EI Rodeo School was purchased. Other 
events includ~d th~ orga~lization of the American Legion post , the inaugur a tion 
of 34-hour airmail_ s~rvice to ~ew Y~rk , the openin g of radio station KF.JK 
in the Krause Bm_Idmg, the rnstallation of electr ical semaphore tr a ffic s ig-
nals, and the openmg of the Fox St_u~io. A lso the Beve rly Club Building 
was opened, work was begun _?n a million dollar dairy, the Liberty Na tional 
Bank was announ~ecl,. the cuttmg th rou gh of T hird street sta rt ed, and plans 
for the Beverly-\Nilshir~ _Hote l_ were drawn. This yea r tvvo events of ·world 
interest occurred, the fii st bemg the burial of Valentino from th e Good 
Shepherd Church, and the second the proclaiming of \ i\Till Roger s as "Mayor." 
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The next year . 1927. \Viii Roger became " Congressman-at-large," and 
the cit y had g ro,,71 to the point where it could have a real mayor, Sil Spalding 
bein g the fir. t to hold the office. The Beve rly H ills float captured first place 
in the Tournament of Ro ses, the ociety horse show drew crowds, the city's 
va luat ion passed the fifty milli on dollar mark. and Sherman tried unsuc-
cessfully to be annexed. The Ca liforni a Bank and the Beverly Hills Savings 
Ba nk both opened fo r business , and the Bank of Ital y purchased the Beverly 
Na tion al Ba nk. 

A su rvey re,·ealed that resident s owned one automobile for every three 
per sons, and that the touri st influx was heav ier than an) previous year. The 
fir st Chambe1· of Com me1·ce city directory came out thi s year, ·Wilshire 
Boulevard twinkled with new light s. ancl the late J. Lewi s Ross was appointed 
postmaster. The city set as ide a 43-acre park in Benedict Canyon, author-
ized the drilling of three new wells, and sancti oned the construction of the 
$200,000 water plant. In September the high school opened with 380 students. 

One yea r lat er the high school attendance had doubled, a senior class of 
two persons was g rad uat ed, a $125.000 ad diti on to the school was being 
1,!:t!,ned, the citizen s Yoted $500,00 in bonds for the grammar schools, and 
ne.,r by in vVestwood work started on the first tw o unit s of U. C. L. A . The 
, 1L' w water plant was read y for use in the sprin g of 1928, and the Sherman 
, ,-'ls were deeded to the city. New bus lines on both \ ,Vilshire and Pico 

Boulevards were inaugurated. A lso Life Magazine was suggesting \ ,Vill 
Rogers for pre sident , though Hoover won, carr ying Beverly Hills four 
to one. The Beverly Ridge subdivi sion opened, a \i\Tilshire Boulevard corner 
sold for $175 ,000, and bank deposits reached $11,476 ,706. A pension plan 
for city employees was adopted. The Community Players also came into 
existence. Assessed valuation of the city totaled $58,413,630. And of pass-
ing interest , Mary Pickford bobbed her famous curl s. 

Early in 1929 propert y values were threatened by a proposed cement 
plant to the west , and with many groups opposing its erection, including 
the city council, the project fell through . Other events of civic interest 
,vere the establishment of a municipal library, the opening of four new 
public tenns courts, the sanctioning in ·w ashington of the federal building 
bill, the opening of La Cienega plunge , and the completion of the new 
Hawthorne school unit. The Hawthorne school received first prize from 
the American Institute of Architects as the best public structure erected 
during 1929 in California. Statistics showed that per capita mail ·was 
the largest in the state, and that ,vater consumption was seven times greater 
than six years earlier. Mayor Sil Spalding resigned and P aul E. Schwab 
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was chosen to succeed him, and W illiam R. fetz was m ade cit y engineer 
following the retirement of Jack lber . \ eriou fire in th e canyon back 
of the city burned 400 acres and endangered man) home . \ Yi th a reco rd 
growth in school att endance , 108 gramm ar chool teachers wer e req uir ed, 
and 160 new student s entered the high school. ] uil d ing permits in ay 
exceeded a million dollars. Talking pictur e were intr od uced at th e Beve rly 
Theatre, and work began on the Fox \ ·ilshire Theatre. The murd e1· of 
E. L. Doheny , Jr. , by his secretary wa the fir t e,·er committe d in the cit y . 
Plans were made for a civic center. 

In 1930 the stock cra sh had not yet slowed down Beve rly Hills devel-
opment to any appreciable extent. In Janu ary the $500,000 First Na ti ona l 
Bank building was opened, and the city won for th e third tim e the swee p-
stakes prize at the Rose Tournament. On . \pril 28 the civic center bond 
issue of $1,100,000 carried. In May Beverly Hills was announced as the 
fastest gro wing city in the United State s with a population incr ease of 
2428 per cent, as the census figure of 17,428 was release d . Fifteen hundred 
students enrolled at the high school, the addition to that school was com-
pleted, the Horac e Mann school opened, and the Ca tholic school wa s com-
pleted. 

During July , 1930, the first five and ten cent store opened on Be verly 
Dri ve, the city strip park plan was approved, and assurance of a new post-
office came from Washington. In September the Beverly Hills Professional 
Buildfog sold for $400,000. The next month there were 13 multiple dwel-
lings under construction. In Nov ember the carnpai crn to take over the high 
school received impetus. 0 

CHAPTER XVIII. 

THE CIVIC CENTER REALIZED 

Since 1930, three occurrences of particular interest have taken place; 
namely, the failure of the First National Bank which made the depression 
felt in Beverly Hills, the completion of the new 'city hall, and the opening of 
the new postoffice. 

The civic center plan was first suggested by a group of citizens includ-
ing George R. Barker, Stanley S. Anderson, 0 . N. Beasley, J. L. Kennedy, 
and Leland P. Reeder. They discussed the matter with the city council, and 
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shortly thereafter a citizen 's committee headed by Walter M. Guedel was 
formed. 

At a meeting of the city council held February 28, a petition signed by 
1998 vo ters was presented, ad \·ocating an issue of 40-year bonds to purchase 
and impro ve five acres for a civic center . The council passed a resolution 
March 25, 1930 , setting the sum of the issue at $1,100,000, and on April 
28 the issue carried at the polls, with 1024 votes in favor and 399 opposed. 

Several months then elapsed before definite building plans could be 
mad e, while a porti on of the bonds were marketed and the land acquired. . On 
October 7 the firm of Koerner and Gage ,v-as retained to design the city hall 
and fire headquarters building, with the firm of Austin and Ashley as con-
su ltin g architect s. 

One feature in connecti on with the acquisition of the land deserves 
particular mention; namely. the waiver by the Rodeo Land and Water Com-
pan y of its re\ ·ersionar y right s to the land. The Pacific Electric Rail way 
held title to part of the property for railroad purposes, a clause in the deed 
providing that use for other purposes constituted a re\·ersion of title to the 
land company. 

In previous nego tiat ions with a motion picture corporation a price of 
$75.000 in excess of the price finally paid by the city was quoted, this amount 
subsequently being the figure agreed upon at that time between the railway 
comp any and the lancl company as the amount in consideration of waiver 
by the latter company. So when the Rodeo Land and ·water Company 
waivered its rights , the action amounted to an outright gift to the city of 
$75,000. 

Preliminary plans for the city hall were accepted by the countil December 
30. 1930, and the bid was awarded July 14, 1931, ·to the Herbert M. Baruch . 
Corporation for the general contract. The building was formally opened in 
April of 1932. 

The co~t of the civic project, including acquisition of the land, con-
st:uction of the buildings, street work, structural changes and incidentals 
slightly exceeded the bond issue, although the cost of the parcel donated by 
the city to the United States government for the postoffice was included in 
the expenditure. 

THE POSTOFFICE 

As postal receipts soared through the years, from about $60 in 1913 
to $172 ,428 in 1923, successive changes in postoffice facilities were neces-
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sary. From the olcl community store the postoffice \\'as moved in 1920 to a 
cubby-hole in the 9400 block on Santa Monica Boulevard. A few years later 
the department \\'as established in a ne\\' buildin(T at Camden Drive and 
Brighton \i\Tay. ::, 

Though designed for years to come , thi s building soon proved inadequate , 
so that in 1927 the Chamber o f Commerce and interested citizen s be(Tan 
working for a permanent postoffice. b 

Progress at first ,m s slo\\·, until plans for a ci,·ic center were formulated, 
at which time the Chamb er of Commerce appointed Martin J. Ka\'anaugh 
to head a committ ee includin g George R. Barker, .-\lphonzo Bell, and the late 
J. Le\\'is Ros s ( " ·ho hacl succeeded Geor ge M. Ru s$ell as postma ster) . The 
late Lon Haddock and the lat e \\'illi am B. Hunn e\\'ell a lso ,rnrked actively 
to secure a new postoffice . 

KaYanaugh and Hadd ock made a trip to \\ rashington. appearing before 
the appropriation committee. " ·hich offered to pro\'ide $85,000 for a post-
office, but thi s pr oposa l \\'as rej ected by the city. In ~1arch of 1931, KaYa-
naugh made a "econcl trip to the national capit ol. seeking a $500.000 approp-
riation . \Va shin gton officia ls agreed to appropri ate $300.000 for a feder al 
building and land. \ \'ill Rogers had been instrument al in securing the ap-
propriation , follo\\ ·ing a conference \\'ith Ferry K. Heath , assistant secretar y 
of the treasur y . 

In order to erect a finer postoffice than would be possible if the cost of 
the land \\·ere deducted from the $300.000. the city on November 15, 1932, 
deeded th e gO\·ernment a site of 4 1.089 square feet in the civic center. Plans 
were drawn by Ralph Fle\\'elling. The council on April 12, 1932, had alread y 
approved the plans , though not without protest at the non-conformity of 
the architecture ,,·ith the city hall. 

Sarver and Zoss were engaged as contractors, \Yhile Rudolph Anderson 
was the government inspector and construction engineer. The ground-
breaking ceremony took place February 27, 1933, on the site formerly oc-
cupied in part by the old Pacific Electric station and in part by the Sun Lumber 
Company. On N' o, ·ember 16, 1933, the cornerstone was laid, Michael J. 
O'Rourke having succeeded to the postmastership on August 16 of that year, 
and the postoffice opened on :'\pril 28, 1934. 

BANK FAILGRE 

The First National Bank fiasco began when that institution failed to 
open its doors Saturday, June 4, 1932. In part its failure was due to the 
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depreciation o f bond s and sernnt1 es. T he bank held $2 ,800,000 worth of 
the se, of \\"hich $ 1,700 ,000 ,, ere Cnitecl States paper , and the depreciation 
wa s set at $500.000. 

U pon th e appointment of H. l ·. hillin g as receiver, a stat ement was 
is ued on the bank' s con liti on at clo ing . assets being listed at $6,874,856 and 
liab ilitie s at $6 ,209 ,794. n ler assets. $3,233.637 were in bill s receivable , 
ca sh on hand totaled $32 ,32 1, and other assets including cash on hand in 
other banks , securitie s, building s, flffni shin gs, real estate , etc. , amounted tc 
$3,60-8.899 . 

In A ugu t stockholder s were on le1·ed to pay $-1-50,000 as their share 
of the liabiliti es, and when Shillin g quit as receiver in No, ember of thi s year , 
bein g succeeded by vVilliam Prenti ss, Jr. , he had declared two dividends to 
depo sitors totaling 33 1/ 3 per cent. 

In December of 1933, th e bank 's fo rm er president , Richard L. Har-
g rea ves, and J ohn R. Scantlin were indicted by th e federal grand jur y on 
14 count s of fal sif y ing accounts and three of mi sappropriation of funds . 
Scantlin pleaded nolo contendre and threw him self upon the merc y of the 
court . Hargreaves was found guilt y April 16, 1934, upon five counts of 
filin g fal se report s of th e bank 's conditi on and three of misapplication of 
fund s. The sa me week he was sentenc ed to three yea rs in prison on each 
count, the time to run concurrentl y . His appeal is still before the court. 

CH A PTER XIX 

CITY GOVERNMENT 

Not only in the form of aovernment, admirably suited for the size and 
nature of the city , but also in °the type of men who have served as officials, 
Beverly Hills has been eiX:tremely favored. 

"Whenever Los An~eles aoes in for an election ," writes Rob Wagner, b b 
"Bevburo-ers purr themselves to sleep , for municipal 'politics' is something 
we are e~tirely free from. Here we are a beautiful little civic island of some 
twenty-two thousand souls-and a few movie supervisors-entirely sur-
rounded by the Sultanate of Los . A nd v,,hile the ladies df the harem , from 
Sawtelle to San Pedro , from Boyle Height s to Brentwood, are in a constant 
state of excitement, squawking that the y are not getting a square deal in 
court , little old Beverly Hills goes along year after year, the best administered 
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city in the U. S. A. Of course we ha, e a mayor and council, but_ they are 
practically elected for life. In any e,ent, we've never had to get ncl of one 
at an unpleasant election. Whenever there's a change it's because someone 
has resigned or refused to run again. In which case "e induce some other 
good citizen to do his stuff and his election is perfunctory. 

"The advantage of a town this size is that \\ e can know our nei <Yhbors. 
and our city officials are all old friends who ha, e gro" n up with the town. 
Charlie Blair, who has built up the finest and swankie st little police force 
in the U. S. A .. was at one time the town 's only fireman and policeman. 1'-;ow 
Charlie · and Lloyd Canfield divide honors. Lloyd being the fire chief-_-
incidentally the handsomest chief there is! Yes, we know them all by their 
first names. 'Ed' Spence is our mayor and our councilmen are 'Fred' Cook, 
'Fred' Shelton , 'Jim' Kennedy, and 'Ed' Dentzel. It's the same with all 
our other city officials. Beverly Hills would be another town without 'Bert' 
Firminger as city clerk." Firminger has held that position since · pril , 1924, 
having previously been the secretary-manager of the Chamber of Commerce. 

Since Rob Wa(Yner wrote the foregoing , Frank Burnaby "as elected to 
Fred Shelton's place on the council, after the most spirited contest in the 
city's history. Horace L. Blackman is city treasurer, a dollar-a-year man. 

Other city officials at the present time include Building, Plumbing and 
Electrical Inspector 0. Barnwell, who has held that office since September, 
1923; City Attorney Richard C. Waltz, who hac: served since September, 1924, 
being previously assistant city attorney for a short time; and H. E .Smith, 
secretary of the water department, who was called to that post in July, 1925. 

George V. Chapman, a resident of the city for many years, was ap-
pointed superintendent of the park department · when that office was first 
created in July, 1927. City Engineer William R. Metz, who is also tax 
collector and superintendent of streets and sevvers, began his service ,vith the 
city in August, 1929. H. D. McCary, playgrounds and swimming pool 
superintendent, has filled the office since May 1, 1932. Arthur L. Erb began 
his term as judge of the city court in April of 1932. Since 1907 Dr. 
Charles F. N_elson has been in charge of the health department and receiving 
hospital. 

. "Silsby Spalding was king of Beverly Hills for years and years, an? 
quit only becau se he had to go up beyond Santa Barbara to count his 011 
well s," Rob Wagner continues. "When Sil was running the town he was doing 
a lot of it with his own money, paying for everything that we couldn't 
afford when we were small." 
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Th e type o f scrnce Spa ld ing rcn de rccl ma) be implied by an incident 
\\ hich occun- ed o ne ni g ht in a c un cil meet ing ,, hen a large Los ngeles 
firm , th e low bid de r on a $75 ,000 j ob. a ke l fo r an a l lition al $54 to cm er an 
item left out in th ei1· o ri g inal estim ate. ii turned to the repre sentati ve and 
said, "As ma yo 1·, I can't a ch ·oca te payment o f thi additional figure , but if 
your compan y is out on a limb for , 5-l-. a a citiz en I can guarantee to give you 
a check for that am ount if yo u will call at 111) home.' 

\ i\fhen Spaldin g r es igned , Pa ul E. chw ab was elected mayor by the 
council and durin g th e tim e that he er Yccl the council obtained a t\\ o-mile 
pad<\va y, a new cit y hall , and th e new po$toffice. Schwab had to resign 
becau se of the pre ss ure of \\·o rk and illness . 

Schwab became a m emb er of th e law firm of O 'M ehen y, Fuller and 
Me yer s in 1920 and th e foll o\\"ing yea r came to Beverly Hill s. Hi s ability 
and ci v ic zeal were reco gnized at once. and shortl y a-fter his arri val he w'as 
appointed a ssistant cit y att o rn ey -after F orce Park er resigned. In 1924 he 
wa s elected to the cit y council , and fr om 1929 to 1933 he served as mayor. 

Upon his re signation the council elected E !ward E . Spence to the mayor-
ship , a real tribute to hi s integri ty, inasmu ch as he had long been an official 
of the Rodeo Land and \ Yat er Co mp any, \\"'ho e int erests had often clashed 
with the cit y' s. As a civil engineer "·ho helped lay out the city, a resident since 
1913, Spence was famili a r {vith every a~pect of the city, especially as he had 
served prevrously as cit y engin eer and had clone the field work on the official 
city map which A. S. Pillsbm y pr epared in 19 17 at a cost to the city of $199. 

From the time of the cit y 's incorporation to the pre sent, the following 
men have rendered service on the board of trustee s or city council: 

\iVilliam T. Gould, Januar y 28. 19 14, to May 22, 1916 ('President from 
January 28, 1914, to April 24 , 1916 ); 

T. J. Moffett, January 28, 1914, to November 1, 1915; 
W. B. Hunnewell , January 28, 1914, to April 17, 1922; 
P. E. Benedict , January 28, 1914, to April 17, 1922 (president from 

April 24, 1916, to April 17, 1922); 
Charles B. Anderson , January 28, 1914, to September 11, 1916; 
Force Parker, November 8, 1915, to February 14, 1916; 
George H. Hedley, April 17, 1916, to October 22, 1923; 
J. H. Hill, June 12, 1916, to April 19, 1920; 
Henry J. Stevens, October 30, 1916, to June 9, 1919; 
Frank H. Aull, June 23, 1919, to No vember 24, 1919; 
S. M. Spalding, November 24, 19 19, to Jul y 23, 1929 (president and 

mayor from April 17, 1922, to July 23, 1929); 
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Sidney C. Rowe, .April 19, 1920, to Februar y 28, 1921; 
1 orman A. Pabst , l fay 16, 1921 to Jul y 11, 1927 ; 
Hector D. MacKinnon, April 17, 1922, to September 24, 1923; 
Orman E. McCartney , April 17, 1922, to April 19, 1926; 
'vV. E. Woods, October 15, 1923 to April 21, 1924; 
Edward E. Spence, October 22, 1923, to--- - ( mayo r July 28 . 1933 , 

to----). 
Gilbert Woodill , April 21, 1924, to \pril 17, 1928; 
Paul E. Schwab, \pril 19, 1926, to March 21, 1933, (mayo r Jul y . 1929, 

to October 22, 1933) ; 
W. E. Record , \ugu st 8, 1927, to April 18, 1932; 
Fred L. Cook, April 17, 1928 to ---
W. D. Longyear, August 6, 1929, to April 21, 1930; 
F. M. Shelton, April 21, 1930, to \pril 19, 1934; 
J. L. Kennedy, Apri l 18, 1932, to ---
W. P. Dentzel, March 21, 1933, to----
Frank Burnaby, April 19, 1934, to ----
With such men as those, such services are possible m a city where 

friendliness reigns, and with gentlemen in office. 

CHAPTER XX. 

POLICE AND FIRE DEPARTMENTS 

Among the most important powers given by Jaw to cities of the sixth 
class, police and fire protection head the list. And in both Beverly Hills is 
again extremely fortunate. 

Although Beverly Hills is largely composed of wealthy residents, auto-
matically making it the cynosure of the criminal element of the country, 
with the inauguration of an identification system and special watches, Chief 
Charles E. Blair has circumvented any ideas criminals might have along 
these lines. All solicitors and salesmen operating within the cotporate 
limits must be fingerprinted, thus minimizing the subterfuge of criminals 
getting the "lay of the land" before committing a burglary. The police 
department is highly specialized and founded upon the basis of individual 
service. 



Th
e 

C
hu

r
ch

 
of

 
th

e 
G

oo
d 

Sh
ep

h
er

d,
 

fir
st

 
ch

ur
ch

 
bu

ild
in

g 
in

 
th

e 
ci

ty
, 

w
as

 
co

m
pl

et
ed

 
in

 
th

e 
w

in
te

r 
of

 
19

24
. 

,-,
 

:,;
...

. 
;::

j 

/, :,;
...

. 
;:;

:: 
7-

l 
:,;

..-
,_

_ 

h 00
 

\0
 



90 F BE \ ERLY HILL 

Yet only a fe\ yea rs ago a ing lc city mar ha ! ha ndled c,·eryt hin <Y. 
T his was ugu tu s ie,trum , app o int ed to th at po iti n sh rt ly afte r the 
incorpo rat ion of the cit y in 1914. J ack 1un on wa mploycd that ame 
year a a deput y . Thin g were o quiet in th e cit y that :'.\Iun. on d idn ' t need 
a pair of handcuffs for two year . In 19 15 he wa g i, ·en a m ot rcycle and 
told to enforce the speed limi t o f 35 mile . per hou r. l\lun so n' s home became 
head quarter s for bot h fire and po lice depart m ent s, and hi s wi fe wa paid 
$ 15 a month lat er on for her serv ices at the tel eph one. 

Amon g oth er dutie s, ie trum and M un son had to be abroad before 
dawn during the quail season to pr eve nt hunt ers from di schar g ing firearms 
con trar y to city law. As in the earl y yea r s the city had no j a il, suspici ous 
characters \Vere placed on the Pacific E lect1·ic train , fare paid , and the con-
ductor was asked to keep them from leav ing th e train before reaching L os 
A ngeles. 

In the earl y month s of 1915 another officer , in the person of George 
M . Russell, who was later to become pos tma ster , was secure d. In Jul y 19 16, 
A. N. Geisler, school janitor, was swor n in as a policeman to prot ect the 
children. Russell Benedict, son of P. E. Benedict, was al so engaged for a 
period as a police officer. 

When several resident s on the north side of town compl a ined that they 
were not getting adequate police protection , the y were assured that a man on 
a motorcycle passed their hou se each hour of the night. " Impo ss ibl~," came 
the reply, "because we seldom hear the motorcycle. " So to convmce the 
residents, the patrolman \vas instructed to open his motoi ·cycle cut-out each 
time he approached the home s. Four clays later the people protested they 
were getting too much protection. 

Charles C. Blair's reign as protector of the common weal began in 1917, 
when Munson resigned. C. G. Hill was then city marshal, until succeeded 
by Blair . For a good many years thereafter Charlie Bfair was both fire and 
police chief. 

On A ugust 1, 1927, the police department was formed as a metropolitan 
organizati_on, and Blair became the first chief of · police. The department 
now consist~ of Chief C. C. Blair, Capt. M. L. Vallance, three lieutenants, 
four sergeants, four motor officers, 23 patrolmen , and three clerks, a total 
~f- 39 men. Headquarters in one ,ving of the city hall includes a modern 
Jail, a bureau of identification and a "show-up" room. 

The fire depa _rtment came into being as a separate organization in the 
summer ?f 19~5, when Lloyd B. Canfield was brought to Beverly Hills 
as fire chief, with Bert Borden and Estel Money as the only other members 

I , 
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o f the department. Borden is now captain at sta tion No. 2 and Money is 
lieutenant at statio n o. 3. In 1934 Canfield was elected to the presidency 
of the California Associat ion of Fire Chiefs . 

From a mall stat ion on Canon Driv ·. the department has gro,v n rapidly 
until today the city has three stat ions, \\"ith 41 men in all, and eight pieces 
of equipment , all modern with the except ion of the original 20-year-o l l 
Seagrave s hose wagon. 

The pre!'ent , alue of equipm ent is $47 ,360, and buildin gs are " orth 
$66 731. During the pa t nine year the a\·erage annual fire loss ha s been only 
$ 19,731, though in average value per acre Beverly Hills ranks thirl hio-hest 
in the state, being exceeded only by Signal Hill and the Ve rnon indu: tri al 
district. 

CITY COURT 

In 1924 the recorder 's court as it was then called, along \V'ith other 
city departments, occupiecf a storeroom appro ximately 20 feet wide by 60 
feet deep on Canon Dri ve. As city recorder, the late George H. Hedle y. 
served ,Yithout pay and had jurisdicti on only over misdemeanor s. He had 
served as police jud ge since the sprin g of 1918. 

vVhen the city hall was moved to the building on Burton vVay at 
Crescent Drive, the business of the court grew in proportion , and following 
Hedle y, the various city recorders found the court taking more time than 
they had anticipated and successiHly resigned. M. J. Kavanaugh, M. C. 
Moore, Gilbert 'N ooclill and George R. Barker held the recorder 's office during 
a period of about two years. 

The city council had almo st despaired of finding anyone willing to 
assume the responsibilities of police jud ge, with time to devote to the office, 
when the name of Seth Vv. P. Strelinger, an early resident and former army 
officer, who was then acting as state boxing commissioner, was suggested. 

Strelinger accepted the position, and for approximately six years heard 
cases every ·week, attaining a high point of efficiency, until in 1931 when he 
was legislated out of office. In that year the state legis.lature changed the 
section of the Municipal Corporations Act providing for a recorder' s court 
in sixth class cities. Under the new law such cities were to ha ve a city 
court with both civil and criminal juri sdiction concurrentl y with the ju stice's 
court in the township in which the city is located. 

This change required that the judge be an attorney, and as Strelinger 
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was not a member of the bar , 
position. Seth Strelinger died Apr il 19 

Since the spring of 1932, J u<lge Er) 
keen judicial mind that has made the cour 
in the county. 

THE PUBLIC LIBR RY 

\rthur L. Er b for the 

to the loca l bench a 
f ju tic e 

Along with the de:velopment of the city came the pro gre s of the publ~c 
library, books being an important part in the commerce o f idea . T he public 
library was first established in Januar y, 1914 , as a branch of the Lo s \n g_eles 
County Librar y, with quarters in the first school house, und er th e libi·an a_n-
ship of Mrs. Bessie Yancey, who zealou sly directed the read ing o f j~1venil ; 
borrowers and prevailed upon them to leave the western and love ston es fo 
more mature minds. 

As the city began to expand rapidly in 1922, the librar y was mo ved to 
the second floor of the ·woods-Beekman building. A t th at time th ere ,:7ere 
345 card holders . Further expansion in the city required changed location s 
from time to time, the registration having increa sed by 1924 to 735 ca rd -
holders. 

By this time it was felt that Beverly Hill s was a city of suffici ent popu-
lation to support a library of its own, especially so since the facilities offered 
1fy the county service we_re no longer adequate. The city was pa y ing $18,000 
a year to the county, besides half the rental of the library quarters. 

Accordingly the city council passed an ordinance in July of .1929 
creating a municipal public library, after the council had already appointed 
a library board consisting of R. L. Dunham, Mrs. w. B. Hunnewell, Mrs. 
Charles Nelson, Otto Gerth and Ralph D. Wadsworth. The present library 
board remains unchanged except for the addition of Mrs. Norman Pabst. 

_T!1e library boar~ set out to find a trained a~d experienced librarian _to 
admm1ster the new library,. ~nd after a search fortunately selected Miss 
Mary Boynton for the position . She had been associated with the Los 
Angeles public library for a number of years and had served as librari an 
of the Santa Paula public library for nine years just previous to taking up 
the work in Beverly Hills . · 

Quarters in the forr:ner E. J. Krause building, at Brighton Way and 
Canon Drive, were obtamed for temporary use, until the erection of the 
new city hall pro vided adequate space for a library. Under Miss Boynton 

' 
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a staff of experienced librarians was secured, the library hours were length-
ened. and new books were added rapidly. 

Durin g the fiscal year of 1930-31, the total circulation jumped to 
100.797. the next year increa sed to 151,409, the following year to 180,753, 
ancl las t yea r totaled 216,791. Books on hand at the present time exceed 
25 ,000 , and new books are being added at the rate of about 3500 each year. 

Recently the librar y quarters were enlarged to provide space for a ref-
erence librar y room , the quarters formerly occupied by the park department 
being rem odeled for the purpose . 

CH A PTER XXI. 

BEVERLY HILLS PUBLIC GR ADE SCHOOLS 

Without exception, the schools in Beverly Hills, including the four pub-
lic grammar schools, the two denominational schools, and the high school, 
are un excelled in the state . 

Ori ginally Beverly Hills was in the largest and richest school district 
in California. It extended from Bel-Air across to the "57" on the hillside 
beyond Culver City, thence to Main Street in downtown Los Angeles, and 
then to Cahuenga Pass and along the crest of the hills back to Bel-Air. P. 
E. Benedict was a member of the district school board for 21 years, begin-
ning in 1877. 

The first school was established in Beverly Hills in 1877, at a point just 
east of Doheny Drive and south of Sunset Boulevard, Virginia Mast being 
the first teacher. 

In 1887 the second school, housed in a small frame structure known 
as the Cold vVater School House, was erected near the entrance of the can-
yon of similar name. Alice Crowell was the first teacher , and in those days 
the teacher took turns living for a few weeks at a time with the different 
residents. That one-room school house, ·with its few well-thumbed books, 
its cast-iron stove, and its drinking water pail at the rear of the room, stands 
in sharp contrast to the modern schools of today. Pupils came on horse~ 
back and buggies from miles around to secure an education. The building 
was later sold and moved for use at the Cahuenga school. 

Still another school, with Jesse Peale as the teacher, was established in 
the old ado be Rocha house, which still stands about one-half mile east of 
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R obert son Bo ule\ ard ·whe1-e th e o il we ll ri ses fr o m the cente r of the boule-
vard . Je sse Peale became the . i te r-in-l aw of J. I\l. E ll i tt. \\"ho for many 
yea rs was pre side nt of the Fir s t K at ion a l Ba nk in L o n ge le · 

In 1913 re sidents of Be,·erl y Hill s a k cl th e L os n ge les aut h o riti es 
for impro vement s on the old sch oo l at Cold,, ·a te r Ca n yo n. a n d r ece i\ ed a 
flat refusal. Accordin gly an elec t ion w as h eld to form a eparate chool 
district , and the count y school superint end en t appo in ted a board of trust ees 
for th e Beverly Hill s di strict con sistin g of He nr y J. Steven s, 1 r s . A lice O. 
Hunnewell , and Charl es B. nder son . The y h eld office until l\1ay of the 
nex t year, v,,hen the y we re elected and served until 19 16 . T h e o ri g inal 
school board held its first meetin g Oct ober 23, 1913 . 

The first mo ve of the bo ard was to se cure a small portable building, 
20 by 24 feet in dimensions , which wa s moved to the cor n e r o f Sunset 
Boulevard and Coldwater Ca nyo n Dri ve to tak e th e place of the old school 
hou se. Miss Anna M. Hook was empl oy ed as the fir st principal a nd Miss 
Gertrude F. Wallenstein as her assistant. The school was operated th e fir st 
year at a total cost of $2221, of \\ '11ich sum the count y paid $550. Until 
the incorporation of the city, the Rodeo Land and Water Company sup-
ported the school. 

The next year, on a five-acre tract, at Rexford Drive and Elevado 
Av enue, a small school was erected and called the Bev erly Hills Grammar 
Sch?ol , the name later being changed to Hawthorne School. Thirty-five 
pupils wer e in attendance the first several years. 

B;>' _ 1916 , when Charles W. Her shey had assumed Steven's place on 
th e ongmal board, there were three teachers and 80 pupils. The next year 
H ers hey was re-elected and the places of the ori a inal board n1embers were 
tak~n by Mrs. J. H. Branch and F. 0. Reed. 1::,The following year Reed 
resigned and J. H. Hill was appointed to the vacancy and at the encl of the 
year M M b 1 ' rs. . a e B. Bonsall took Mrs. Branch 's place. In 1919 the school 
boa rcl consisted of Mrs. Bonsall, J. H. Hill, and James E. Woolwine. The 
ne~t year Mrs. Hunnewell was elected to Hill's place· and when Woolwine re~JO"ned w·u· C ' 0

, ' 
1 1am C. Keim stepped into office for two years, until Wbol-

wme s return to the ·t h tl I b ·cl ci Y, w ereupon 1e atter n1an once aaain became a 
/at ;ember. That same year, 1922, Mrs. Bonsall resig~1ed and Mrs. 

orcel arker was appointed to serve until May when Woodwoi -th Clt:1n1 was e ected Th' b . ' 
E F Co ·. ts oard served until 1924, when Carleton E. Merrill and 

·. · nsigny were elected as new members with Mrs Hun 11 h res10-necl in 1926 h 1 b . k · newe w o 0 
, er pace emg ta en by C. E. Hughes. The present ~chool 
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bo a rd co n s is t of Hughes, Eugene Swarzwald , who c:.ucceeded Consigny, and 
lVIrs. Ja y B. lVIi1Iard, v,,ho was first elected in lV[ay of 1926. 

F 1·o m th e sma11 Beverl) Hills Grammar School , since torn do,;,.111 to 
make way for more modern structures, the Beverly Hills school system 
evo lve d. The present system 's real beginning was in 1923 , when a bonc.l 
iss ue of $250,000 was voted , to be follo,;,. ed the next year by another issue 
for $ 195. 000. From this mone y, additions at Hawthorne were made pos-
s ible , and the Beverly Vista School "as erected in 1925 upon 28 lots at 200 
South E lm Drive. 

iVithin a single yea r this new school was overcrowded, as the surround-
in g sec tion wa s built up; so in 1927 a bond iss ue was passed for $480 ,000 to 
pay for it s enlargement and to pro v ide for erection of the El Rodeo de las 
Ag ua s School at vVilshire Boulevard and Whittier Drive. Classes in this 
new school were begun in the fall of 1927. 

Before long the demand was voiced for still another grammar school 
in the southeasten1 part of the cit y . In December of 1929 the Horace Mann 
School was completed at a cost of $232 ,000 . 

The earthquake, together with subsequent school legislation and agita-
tion, resulted in a bond issue for $250 ,000 being passed in February , 1934 , for 
the c::trengthening of the local schools, although none showed any but the 
c:.lightest damage from the tremors. 

At the head of the Beverly Hills elementar y public schools is Edward 
J. Hummel , who was secured as superintendent in August , 1925. Previously 
he had been connected ·with the Santa Barbara city schools as supervisor, 
the \IVhittier Union High School, and the Santa Ana High School and 
Junior Collecre. 

The fot;r public grammar schools are valued, according to the 1932 
appraisal, at $1,190 ,900 for the buildings, $485,000 for the grounds, and 
$130 ,150 for the equipment. An additional $215,000 is being spent this 
year for strengthening. 

The system employs 131 persons altogether in official, teaching and main-
tenance capacities. Experienced educators serve as principals of the various 
schools-Mrs. Viola Pogson at Hawthorne, Mrs. Minna L. Rowland at 
El Rodeo, Mrs. Josephine Collier at Beverly Vista, and Thomas M. Mock 
at Horace Mann. 

For 1933-34 the bonded indebtedness of the Beverly Hills School 
District was $1,805,000 including the February _bond issue. Total current 
expen ses for the same period were $267,059. The expense for each child 
in daily attendance in kindergarten and elementary grade was $113.69. Dur-
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ing the past four year s great reduc t ion ha\·e been ma de in sch l o u tla) s. 
Total enrollment during 1933-3 4 \\'a S _84 

How Beverl y Hills pupil s rank in comp:ui on \\·ith cl se \\·he1·e in the 
county may be seen from a sur vey mad e in 1932 ho:\ in g that 5 per cen! 
of the students were in their n01-rnal grade or a l o \· . 111 co ntra t to o nl y 6..) 
per cent in the rest of the count y . Thi s show , in o ther \\·o rcls , the effo rt 
that is made to reduce failures to a minimum . 

With the taking over of the high cho ol on Jul ) 1. 1935, De\ ·er ly H ill s' 
school system will be compl ete. Before go in o- into th e hi to1·y o f the hi g h 
school, however, mention should be made of tw o fine pri\ ·ate sc hoo ls in 
the city. 

PRIV ATE GR '\i\IM :\R SCHOOLS 

An important factor in Beverly Hills elementary ed uc a ti o n is the Ber-
keley Hall Scho ol, located on seven acre a t 300 . Swall Drive, \\·ith Leila 
L. Cooper and Mary E. Ste vens as princi pa ls. 

Berkeley Hall began in 1911 in a small Engli sh cott age on \ Ves tern 
Avenue , its growth requirin g larger quart ers thereafter on Fo urth Ave nue, 
until finally in 1924 the school was mo ved to its pre sent site. Six units of 
English architecture clustered about a central green con stitute the school 
buildings. 

In 1932, feeling that the school hacl grow n beyo nd the bounds of per-
sonal ownership, the founders selected a board of tru stees to hold the prop-
erty intact. 

Another educational factor in the city is the Beverly Hill s Catholic 
School , located in a building completed in A ugust of 1932 at Linden Drive 
and Gregory Way. This is the parochial school of the Beverly Hills parish, 
whose head is Rev. M. J. Mullins. Teachers at the school are the Sisters of 
the Holy Cross, of Notre Dame, Indiana, ·with Sister Superior Franciana 
as principal. 

The building, representing with ground and equipment an investment of 
approximately $160,000, is excellently adapted for its purpo se as a day school. 
Its construction is in harmony with the Spanish architecture of the Good Shep-
herd Church. The enrollment during the first yea r wa s 161, since increased to 
350, the limit which the sisters desire to . maintain. The maximum limit is 
set to maintain close and personal supervision between teachers and pupils. 
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BEVERLY HILLS HIGH SCHOOL 

Up until 1927 pupils of secondary school age in Beverly Hill s \\ere 
compelled to attend high schools at great distance from the city. As far 
back as 1922 agitation for a high school in Beverly Hills began , gaining 
strength as the years pas sed, but without success in convincing a hesitant Lo s 
Angeles school board of the imperati, e need. 

Finally J. L. Kennedy was appointed to repre sent the city, the vVoman's 
Club, civic organizations and service clubs to get action on a school. His 
efforts, allied with those of interested citizen s and groups , at last brought 
results; the Los Angeles board agreed to build and maintain a high school. 

A school of French Norman architecture was opened in the fall of 1927, 
after its erection and furnishing at a cost of $500,000, upon a plot of ground 
that cost $166,000. Landscaping cost an additional $37,000. 

Originally planned for 700 students, the enrollment soon exceeded that 
amount , and very soon expansion became necessary. Additions were com-
pleted increasing the capacity to 2300. 

Ralph D. Wadsworth was secured as principal , assisted by Harri et Rob-
bins and M . G. Blair as boys' and girls' vice principals, respectively. The Los 
Angeles school board provided fine equipment, an adequate librar y, and a 
superior teaching staff of about 90 persons. 

However, two factors soon pointed to the advisability of Beverly Hills 
taking over the high school. Of primary importance was the desirabilit y of 
havina a unified school system, so that the educational problems of the city 's 

0 • 
children could be dealt with adequately. Of secondary importance was the 
cost to Beverly Hills tax-payers of maintaining the school. The figure for 
running the school totaled about $300,000 annually, ·while Beverly Hills paid 
in round numbers $450,000 to the L. A. system. 

Accordingly, the f~ll of 19~?• the fight to take over the high school was 
started. It was not until local citizens had secured the passage of a state law, 
whereby a city could take ?ver a system under the existing circumstances , 
that the campaign for a u~1~ed school system was successful. Mrs. Albert 
Mellinkoff directed the activity of the local group. 

CHAPTER XXII 

CHURCHES 
As evidence of the city 's rise as a substantial residential section, along 

with the upbuilding of schools, came the development of its church life. Ever; · 
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ideal must have visible expre s ion, some materi a l achi eve ment to . ig ni fy it 
force; and this expres sion in Beverly Hill s \\ a mani fe tecl in the buildin g 
of churches for people of different cree ds, in sty le gO\ ern ecl by th e . ymbol s 
of their respective beliefs. Tak en alto gether, the e churche s sy mb oliz e th e con-
tinuity of life through the age s. fore particul a rly, the y stand as civ ic in-
stitutions based on a principle of serv ice to their member s. 

Church life had its beginning locally in 1913 , \\ hen a sm a ll Sunda y 
school was organized to rpeet on the second floo1· of the old \t\ oo cl -Beekm an 
building. There the Rev. Ed\\ ard Funk , of th e German M ethodi st- E pi sco-
pal denomination, gave his message to the half dozen children that were it s 
first attendants. Slowly it increased in membership, as teach ers fr om Lo s 
Angeles came to conduct classes, until in 1921, the city 's populati on having 
reached 1000, the need of a church building was str essed. 

Accordingly, plans were made for a community church, while a sur vey 
was conducted by the Denominational Council of Supei-intendent s of Southern 
California, representing 12 Protestant creeds, to det ermin e the preferences 
of Beverly Hills people. 

It was found that a large majority preferred the Pre sby terian denomi-
nation, and as Beverly Hills was at that time still a mi ss ionar y field, the dis-
trict was allotted to the Presbyterians on condition that the church be con-
ducted as a community house of worship for members of all evangelical 
creeds. 

To Dr. Robert M. Donaldson, D .D., of Occidental College , was assigned 
the work of organization. Services were resumed under his pastorship, 
March, 1921, in_ the Woods-Beekman building, and a short time later a room 
at the Hawthorne School vvas used. 

Formal organization of the church body, with 22 members, was effected 
August 14, 1921. A large site was soon secured at the corner of Santa 
Monica Boulevard and Rodeo Drive, and a building campaign started, cul-
minating is the dedication of the auditorium and institutional building at the 
Easter services in 1925, together with a manse at 518 N. Camden Drive. The 
original buildings cost about $150,000, and an addition was made to the struc-
ture several years later. In the church tower are the chimes which sound a 
daily message of peace, the gift of Mrs. Ione Foster as a memorial to her 
parents. The organ was presented in memory of Frank C. Caldwell by his 
family. 

Dr . Donaldson guided the destiny of the church through its develop-
ment and building program, until August, 1929, when he retired and was 
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succeeded by Rev. Arthur Lee Odell, D.D., who in turn was followed by Rev. 
Ernest M. House as pastor in 1933. 

The first structure to rise in Beverly Hills, however, was not the one 
aforementioned but was the Church of the Good Shepherd, center of Roman 
Catholic life in the city, with its stained glass window of the Virgin recall-
ing the household shrine of Dona Maria Rita Valdez de Villa. 

The Right Reverend Bishop John J. Cantwell assigned Rev. Michael J. 
Mullins, who had been serving as chaplain of the Catholic Motion Picture 
Guild, and who as a chaplain overseas had ministered to the first American 
officer killed in the war, to organize a parish in this city. 

Father Mullins began work immediately, and the first Mass was cele-
brated December 12, 1923, in the Windemere Apartments. Shortly there-
after, services were conducted for a time in a small rectory on Camden Drive, 
until spac_e there proved inadequate, whereupon arrangements were made. to 
hold services at the Beverly Hills Hotel, alternating hours on Sunday with 
the Episcopal congregation. 

On Christmas day, 1924, the new mission-style church, with its altars 
the gift of Jackie Coogan, was dedicated at a solemn high midnight Mass. 
In the rear of t~e c~urch is the rectory, facing on Bedford Drive. Near~y, 
on Roxbury Drive, is the convent for the nuns that conduct the parochial 
school. 

The First Church of Christ, Scientist, organized March 27, 19~3, as a 
branch of the Mother Church of Christ, Scientist, in Boston, was mcorpo-
rated September 12, 1924, under the laws of the state . 

. Its first ~ervices were held here in Berkeley Hall, 800 North_ Swall Drive, 
while a readmg room was established at 331 ii' N. Beverly Dnve. Follow-
ing the purcha~e _of five lots at Rexford Dri:: and Charleville Boulevard,. a 
fine church ~01ldmg capable of seating 1000 persons was completed early m 
1928. Re:dmg rooms wer~ moved several years ago to 33~ N. Beverly Drive . 

. Architecturally speaking, with a view to the harmon10us fitness for _the 
settmg and for the purpose desired th All Saints f:piscopal Church bmld-
ing at the corner of Camden Drive ~net S t Monica Boulevard is probably 
the best conceived in the city, althou h it/~:rits are not immediately appar-
ent to the average passerby. g 

Episcopal services in Beverly Hills began about the time Catholic activ-
ity started. The first rector was Rev. Athur J. Evans, and members attended 
services at the Beverly Hills Hotel th h th courtesy of Mrs. Margaret 
J. Anderson, until finally the church ;;~Jin :as completed and dedication 
held on Easter Sunday of 1925. Rev. Evans ~ontinued his fine work as rector 
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until his_ l!eath in December, 1928. He was succeeded by the present rector, 
Rev. \V_ilham 'vV. Fleetwood. The church owns all its property, including a 
lot on either side of the building, free of encumbrance. 

Starting November 14, 1926, with only 17 in the Sunday school and six 
for the morning worship service, St. Luke's Community Methodist Episcopal 
Church made its beginning in Beverly Hills at 8822 W. Pico Boulevard, 
with Rev. Arthur F. Wahlquist as the first pastor. 

The Methodist Board of Home Missions purchased three lots at Rob-
ertson Boulevard and Whitworth Drive the same year for $17,000 and do-
nated $4000 toward building the church. The auditorium of a Los Angeles 
church was moved to the site, and with a classroom addition in the rear, the 
structure was dedicated May 22, 1927, by Rev. L. T. Guild, superintendent 
of the Los Angeles district. Building plans are yet uncompleted. 

The name has since been changed to Robertson Boulevard Methodist Epis-
copal Community Church. In 1928 Rev. \Vahlquist was succeeded as pas-
tor by Rev. Waldo S. Reinoehl, who was followed in 1929 by Rev. Frederick 
J. Oaten. The present pastor is Rev. Charles S. Kendall. 

Another active church body in the city is the Beverly Vista Community 
Church, formally organized with 64 members in October of 1927. Sunday 
school and devotional services were held in the auditorium of the Beverly 
Vista School until the church building was opened on June 24, 1928. Rev. 
J. K. Stewart was pastor during its formative period and still occupies that 
position. 

The building was erected at Elm Drive and Gregory Way, financed by 
local contributions, a $25,000 appropriation from the United Presbyterian 
Board of Erection, and a $6,000 loan from that body. Only the first unit 
of the planned church plant has been completed, at a cost of $50,000. 

Two other nearby churches draw many members from Beverly Hills. 
The first is the Beverly Hills Lutheran Church, which meets in the Marquis 
Theater Building, with Rev. G. L. Hudson as pastor; and the other is the 
Beverly Christian Church, at Third Street and Las Palmas, with Dr. Cleve-
land Kleihauer as pastor. 

CHAPTER XXIII 

PUBLICATIONS 

Three publications in Beverly Hills are wor,thy of historical record, each 
different and each outstanding in its particular field. 
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The first is the Beverly Hills Citizen which has received high praise from 
all over the country as being an outstanding representative in the weekly ne~vs-
paper field. The second is Rob Wagner's Script, a lively weekly magazine, 
with an imposing list of important contributors. And the last is a mon!hly 
called The Magazine, known to only a few in Beverly Hills, but with a nation-
wide reputation among the so-called "little magazines." 

The Beverly Hills Citizen, perhaps more than any other single agency, 
has been responsible for the upbuilding of Beverly Hills. Its history since 
its founding in 1923 has been the history of the city, and since that first year 
it has carried a front page "ear" with the legend: "A Home Paper, Printed 
for Home Folk, By Home People, in a Home Plant." 

The Citizen had been preceded shortly by the Beverly Hills News, edited 
and published by Al Murphy, who had a linotype in the Kennedy-Camfield 
building where news items were set up to be printed outside the city. Murphy's 
stand in the annexation fight, however, brought against him the charge of 
having "sold out" the city to the Rodeo Land and Water Company. 

Consequently a group of citizens, desiring to have a representative news-
paper established to work for the good of the community, promised their 
support to Kenneth Miles. Under his editorship the first issue of the Beverly 
Hills Citizen appeared in magazine form on May 9, 1923. 

The financial aid promised -to the young publication was not forthcoming, 
however, and about nine months later George R. Barker, its present editor 
and publisher, an experienced newspaperman who had beeen looking for an 
opening on the Pacific Coast, took over the magazine's name and goodwill. He 
changed it to a tabloid-size newspaper, printed on book stock, and established 
the pioneer printing establishment in the city. 

~he sh?p at 460 N. Rodeo Drive was equipped, at first, with a linotype 
machine, a Job press, an Optimus press, and an assortment of type. The Op-
timus press printed only four pages at a time, requiring 10 runs to put out a 
40-page paper. 

ln 1~28 the Citizen plant was moved to its present locatio_n at 322 .N. 
Rodeo D:1ve. The plant has grown with the city, modern equipment being 
added at intervals, and today five publications are printed in the shop . 

. ~ob Wagner began his magazine as a quixotic experience in journalism. 
J?esmng, for a time at least, to call a halt on movie bell-ringing for the na-
tional ':llagazines, he decided to start a weekly paper in some desert town such 
as In~10, an~ to ~ave a lot. of .fun with imaginary characters. But Charlie 
Chaplin advised him to begin right here in Beverly Hills where he wouldn't 
have to invent characters. ' 
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Refusing Chaplin's offer of $30,000 to start the magazine, Wagner 
made other plans; then calling upon his friends in the writing craft for contri-
butions, he set out on an amazing venture, planning to keep it going just so 
long as he could pay the printer's bill each week. The first issue appeared as 
a brawling infant on February 16, 1929, and the magazine is now entering 
upon its sixth year as a lusty child. From a local magazine it has grown to 
national proportions. 

The first issue of The Magazine appeared in November, 1933, with a 
staff consisting of John McAllister, Richard Perry, Fred Kuhlman and Art 
Rothman. Its purpose has been to serve as a journal of contemporary writ-
ing, as one of the "little magazines'' publishing stories and poetry that slowlJ 
are bringing a change in the literary world. The magazine has published 
such poets as C. Day Lewis, J. V. Cunningham, Janet Lewis and Yvor Win-
ters, and such fictionists as Josephine Herbst and Achilles Holt. The maga-
zine's future still lies ahead, but its establishment here in Beverly Hills is 
deeply significant. 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

Attended by 60 individuals rallying to the call of Seth W. P. Sterlinger 
and Frank Denison, the first meeting of the Chamber of Commerce was held 
May l, 1923. 

Shortly thereafter, Strelinger was elected the first president and Denison 
assumed office as secretary. Since that time the chamber has acted as a 
community clearing house. 

Among the organization's major activities may be listed the annual com-
pilation of a free city directory and telephone book, the administration of a 
strong merchant's association, and the sponsoring of ideas for the city's im-
provement. 

The chamber has been active in surveys and activity to reduce taxes, to 
effect changes in city ordinances, and to bring improvement ideas before the 
city council. It backed the civic center idea, aided City Attorney Waltz in 
the fight to get telephone rate reduction, initiated the movement for the with-
drawal of the high school from the Los Angeles system, and has staged many 
community events. "Beverly Hills On Parade" celebrations, designed to aid 
in making the city a shopping center, have recently featured its activity. It 
has secured a tremendous amount of legitimate publicity throughout the world 
through the media of the seven great newspaper syndicates. 

Following Frank Denison's term as secretary, M. C. Moore was secre-
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tary-manager for a time, until the chamber's incorporation in July, 1923, 
when B. J. Firminger became secretary-manager. In April of the next year 
Gene Sanders succeeded Firminger, who became city clerk. Sanders was fol-
lowed in 1928 by R. Ellis Wales, who left in 1930 to do promotion work and 
then was recalled to the position in February of 1932, Ralph \Vade serving as 
secretary-manager in the interim. Henry A. Mortson succeeded \Vales this 
year. 

Several months after its organization, a mass meeting of business men 
and merchants was called and the chamber was re-organized along more 
equitable lines. Thereafter, the following served in order as president: W. E. 
Woods, J. L..Kennedy, Ralph Schull, A. C. Heegard, Harrison Lewis, Rich-
ard Hargreaves, Ed Newman, John R. Scantlin, Frank Burnaby, William 
Brandt, Milo Bekins and Charles Griffin. 

BEVERLY HILLS BAR ,ASSOCIATION 

On the second day of December, 1931, a small group of attorneys main-
_taining offices in Beverly Hills gathered to organize formally the Beverly Hills 
Bar Association. Those present were : Jesse E. Jacobson, John A. Wallis, 
C. E. Spencer, E. E. Noon, Samuel R. Enfield, Charles J. Griffin, Ralph F. 
Bagley, Leslie L. Heap, Charles E. Quirollo, Arthur L. Erb and A. Curtis 
Smith. 

In addition to the foregoing, H. Edward Alton, J. W. Mullin, William 
B. Barton, John A. Wallis and Richard C. Waltz signed the constitution as 
charter members. 

Arthur L. Erb was selected as the first president of the group, in rec-
ognition of his active service for the welfare of Beverly Hills since his com-
ing here to open the first attorney's offices in the city. He was followed by 
E. E. Noon to the presidency, who was succeeded by the present head, Rich-
ard C. Waltz. Other officers at present are H. E. Alton as vice-president and 
A. Curtis Smith as secretary and treasurer. The membership totals 22. 

Since its organization the association has attempted to keep strictly out 
of politics and to work for the betterment of the bar. Many useful changes 
in court organization and in legislation can be traced directly to the activities 
of the association and its members. 
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BEVERLY HILLS REAL TY BOARD 

For the purpose of forming a realty board, 32 men gathered for dinner 
at the BeYerly Hills Hotel in ~eYember of 1922. These included nearly all 
of the reputable realtors in Beverly Hills at that time. Sidney C. Rowe was 
elected president, and other officers were Leland P. Reeder, vice president; 
J. A. Cornelius, secretary; Harrison Lewis, treasurer, and Larry Blaisdel, 
N. W. Burns, J. L. Kennedy, J. L. Ross and A. B. Salisbury, directors. 

Besides the above members, charter members consisted of M. D. Allen, 
Eugene Barton, K. A. Brainard, \V. C. Campbell, Ernest Chase, F. B. Criss-
man, M. G. Cummings, \V. G. DaYis, B. . .-\. Dixon, Z. D. Ells, Fred A. Glei-
forst, \V. V. Goar, Fred \V. Hogue, J. R. Hutchison, K. B. Keith, D. A. 
Kirk, F. H. Lloyde, Leslie :rviason, G. L. Phillips, \V. A. Reeder, Clark Rey-
nolds, Frank Reynolds, F. K. Rockett and Karl B. Schurz. 

An item from the minute book of the first year is of interest. "Decem-
ber 13, 1922 : Harrison Lewis stated that every known record for selling lots 
in this part of the country had been broken when, through the combined 
efforts of all the firms in Beverly Hills, over half a million dollars worth of 
property had been sold in the short space of three clays." 

During the last of December, while the annexation fight was at its h~ight, 
a vote of realty board members revealed 21 in favor of joining Los Angeles. 
J. L. Kennedy was the only member of the board to come out strongly in 
favor of maintaining Beverly Hills as a separate city. Steve Glassell, a non-
board member, also was vigorously against annexation. 

vVili Rogers suggested the name "Escrow Indians" for local realtors, 
and used the name in his picture, "Two \Vagons-Both Covered," wherein 
early California settlers were depicted as being ambushed by the Escrow In-
dians waving fountain pens and contract blanks instead of tomahawks. The 
Escrow Indian Tribe was formed in Beverly Hills, furnishing many colorful 
episodes in community Ii fe. 

One hundred strong, decked in full regalia, with a head-dress of multi-
colored feathers advertising the city as "The Heart of the Next Million," 
the braves descended upon the state real estate convention at Pasadena, October 
1924, and took the session by storm. 

One group, dropping bonnets and war clubs and seizing midirons and 
putters, invaded the golf course and added the silver trophy for the state 
realtors championship to their collection of scalps. Incidentally, a local realty 
board team has won the trophy nearly every year since. 

The Escrow Indians even had a war chant, written by J. S. Stephenson 
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and Richard Colburn, with its chorus: 
Papoose run loose 
In Beverly Hills; 
Big squaw heap movie star ; 
Big chief, much grief, 
He pay all the bills; 
Squaw ride'm Packard car. 

How, how! Pow wow! You all come see 
Heap big town of Bev-er-ly. 

In the early days, the annual realty board hi-jinx was a bright spot of 
the year. The first was held in 1922 on the site that is now the fourth hole 
of the Bel-Air golf course. All Beverly Hills turned out for the barbecue, 
which was followed by games, prize fights, whippet races, and vaudeville. 
Karl Schurz was Cheese of Police for the occasion, and during the ba~eball 
game he saved the day for his side by arresting an opposing player who stole 
third base. Bill Reeder was master of ceremonies, and Ruth Hubbard and 
Ethel Clayton came togged out as "Faro Nells." 

Following Sidney C. Rowe's two-year term as president of the realty 
board, the various officers under the rotation plan have been Leland P. Reeder, 
Charles P. Haswell, Harry A. Mortson, James A. Cornelius, Clark Reynolds, 
G. M. Griffith, William B. Collier, James V. Westervelt, George Vv. Elkins, 
John P. Prendergast and the present head, Karl B. Schurz. 

Under the three-way association plan, every member of the board is also 
a member of the state and national associations. Stress is laid upon commu-
nity development through ethical methods in all transactions. The highest peak 
in membership was attained in 1926-27, when 70 brokers and 25 salesmen 
were enrolled. 

CHAPTER XXIV 

BEVERLY HILLS WOMEN'S CLUB 

To the Beverly Hills Women's Club must be given great credit as a 
civic agency, ever ready to carry more than its designated load, in coopera-
tion with other organizations, for the formation of a spirited and unified 
Beverly Hills. 

The history of the club is the fulfillment of the promise written in its 



PART 1 - NARRATIVE 107 

annals: "The objects of this club shall be advancement in all lines of general 
culture, the opportunity for social service, an<l the upbuil<lino-of a community 
spirit." t> 

Forty women meeting at the home of Mrs. Lowell C. Frost in December 
of 1916 formed the club, outlining its purpose as a medium throucrh which 

• t, 
strangers m the new community might have the opportunity for social con-
tacts and service. 

vVhen the United States entered the war shortly thereafter, the group 
became a Red Cross unit, with prompt accomplishment to its credit. Mrs. 
Force Parker acted as chairman during these years. 

In 1919 the club was formally organized, constitution and by-laws 
drafted and officers elected, Mrs. Edmund Locke being chosen as president. 
From this time on a club consciousness developed, together with the urge to 
become an integral part of the community. Two years later Mrs. Jay B. 
Millard became president, and under her leadership during the next five years 
the club's policies and interests widened. The desire for a club house was 
crystallized and actuated. In 1924 the club joined the General Federation of 
Women's Clubs, banding with three million other women in working for 
higher standards of living, in urging wise legislation and enforcement, and in 
upholding American citizenship. 

Then in October, 1925, the vision of Mrs. Millard-now president emer-
itus-was realized with the opening of the new club house, culminating the 
efforts of the club's members. Previously club meetings had been held at 
the homes of the various members. 

Through the ensuing years, each of the five administrations to follow, 
headed in turn for two years by Mrs. Norman A. Pabst, Mrs. Jerome Canavan, 
Mrs. Karl F. Murdock, Mrs. Noel M. Hooker, and Mrs. Charles F. Nelson, 
had its own problems to solve and adjustments to make. 

At the two regular meetings each month, following business and discus-
sion, the club members enjoy programs presented to please a variety of tastes. 
In addition, special club sections enlarge the club's cultural scope by offering 
opportunity for study and expression along specialized lines. 

The Drama Section, the first to be organized, in 1922, functions in the 
manner of a workshop, with members reading, studying and producing such 
plays as are suitable for the club's stage. In 1925 a play written by Maurine 
Gee and titled "The Delicate Child," won first award in the General Federa-
tion Playwriting Contest and was produced for the national convention at 
Atlantic City. 

The Current Events Section, likewise originated in 1922, has dis.tin-
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guished itself through the years by presenting Aline Barrett Greenwood in 
a series of current event talks. 

In 1923 two new activities were added: the Junior Auxiliary, providing 
a separate group for young women, and the Tuesday Afternoon Section, now 
called the Monday Seminar, which creates club interests and friendships among 
young matrons. 

The French Section, also dating from that year, has proved a definite 
cultural asset, as has the Music Section, beginning in 1924 as the music com-
mittee, which offers opportunities in music appreciation and sponsors the club 
chorus which won second place in the Los Angeles District Chorus Contest 
in 1934. 

Another section formed in 1924 deals with books and current literature. 
This group in 1929 compiled and published the cook book, "Fashions in 
Foods," in Beverly Hills, including favorite recipes of local celebrities, with 
a foreword by Will Rogers in his best manner. 

A section on child welfare was organized in 1926 but was short-lived. 
since it repeated in part the work of the Parent-Teacher's Association. In 
1927, when membership increased rapidly, the Round Table meetings came 
into being for the purpose of assimilating the newcomers into active member-
ship. The Round Table disbanded four years later, its purpose fulfilled. 

About this time the Art Committee, which fosters the study and appre-
ciation of art and arranges monthly art exhibits, came into being. In 1929 
an Applied Psychology Section was organized to meet the need created by 
the world depression. Persistent requests resulted in the formation of a 
Bible Section in 1934. 

One other important activity should be mentioned - that of securing 
worthwhile motion pictures for juvenile audiences. In 1926 the club collabo-
rated with the motion picture department of the district federation in in-
stituting junior matinees in Beverly Hills. 

Conceived in the spirit of Americanism and service, the club has held 
faithfully to its tradition. Its Needlework Guild, which last year put 1070 
new garments to good use, dates back to 1921. Its Scholarship Loan Fund, 
founded in 1927, enables one or more girls to attend college each year. Its 
Annual Rummage Sale, initiated in 1931, has been of real philanthropic worth. 

Through all these various activities, club unity has always prevailed, 
living up to the motto over the fireplace in the clubhouse: "One feast, one 
house, one mutual happiness." 
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CHAPTER XXV 

BEVERLY HILLS COl\11\fGNITY PLAYERS 

\i\Tith literary, dramatic, musical and social advancement as the incentive, 
the Beverly Hills Community Players came into being as the outgrowth of 
the drama section of the Beverly Hills ·woman's Club. 

Besieged by non-members of the club to form a dramatic group where 
all talents of Beverly Hills might meet as one, Irene Hunt Weyman, chair-
man of the section, suggested the foundation of the community players. 

The first meeting was held at Mrs. Weyman's house on February 7, 
1928, where plans for the organization were made, Mrs. Weyman being ap-
pointed president, Mrs. Randolph Carter, vice-president, while the founders 
and directors included Edward Hummel, \i\Tilliam Hunnewell, \i\Tanda Davis 
Phillips, Edward Newman, Raymond Haun, Maurine Gee, Harry \Verner, 
France Dillon, Earl Jameson,. J. H. Stewart, Betty Hooper, Harry Beau-
mont, Lon Haddock, Betty Kirby, Mrs. Frank Richmond and Mrs. Josiah 
Kirby. 

Plans were laid for a workshop group to present three one-act plays a 
month, and for the players as a whole to produce a major three-act play every 
two months.. The first one-act play was Christopher Morley's "The Book-
shelf," presented in March under the supervision of Mrs. Randolph Carter, 
who later resigned her position and was succeeded by Golda Madden Craig. 
In June, under the direction of Irene Hunt Weyman, the first three-act play 
was produced, "Kempy", with Patsy Ruth Miller playing the leading femi-
nine role and with Leslie Pearce directing. The elite of the city supported 
this production, subscribing as patrons and patronesses of the organization. 

After the first year, during which the idea of a community players group 
proved successful, a nervous breakdown prevented Mrs. Weyman from con-
tinuing as president, and Golda Madden Craig succeeded to that position. 

Previous.ly grammar school auditoriums had been used for productions, 
but in November of 1929 the need for a more permanent home was felt. An 
old Beverly Hills fire house, facing upon an alley, was chosen and christened 
"The Barn", and members donned overalls and smocks to prepare it for 
use. 

A children's group was added to workshop activities, with Mrs. Ruth 
Lipton serving as chairman, to direct the production of three one-act plays 
each month. 

As the organization grew rapidly, "The Barn" soon proved inadequate; 
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so the next move of the community players was from the alley to the top 
floor of the California Bank Building. This was the "Little Theater of 
the Stars", seating only SO people, and at each performance crowds had to 
be turned away. Each year the community players have entered the Santa 
Ana Play Tournament, and each year have succeeded in winning an award. 

With the addition of a "bandbox" group, sponsored by Irene Hunt Wey-
man and Joan Blackmore, an opportunity was provided for the inexperienced 
to act, try out new· plays, and learn voice, diction and make-up. Three plays 
were presented a month. 

On June 17, 1931, Golda Madden Craig ended her term as president, and 
Charles Griffin succeeded to her chair. Soon the Little Theater of the Stars 
was outgrown. The players then took a lease on a building which they re-
modeled for theater purposes at 244 S. Robertson Boulevard. Opera chairs 
for the first time took the place of rough benches, and seating capacity was 
provided for 200 persons. Dressing and rehearsal rooms were fitted out, to-
gether with a green room for the players, and all activities took place under 
the same roof. Mrs. Don Marquis contributed several artistic plays that drew 
"rane" notices in the newspapers. 

Then came the depression, and when Charles Griffin's constructive period 
as president ended in June of 1933, he was succeeded by Marie A. Dodge, 
who determined to clear up the deficit of $600 through a series of dances and 
parties in addition to the plays. At the present time plays are given at the 
Beverly Vista School auditorium, the Robertson playhouse having been va-
cated. 

The two finest plays presented by the local group were "Allison's House" 
and "Bitter Harvest." The latest play, "\tVorld Wihtuot End," one of the 
most pretentious attempted, promises to be equally successful. 

Other major three:..act plays produced included: "Behold the Bride-
groom," "Interference," "Concerning Emily," "Ha-y Fever," "The New 
Poor," "This Thing Called Love," "Intimate Stranger," "The Closed Door," 
"In the Spirit," "The Wisdom Tooth," "Job," "Insult," "Heading for 
Heaven," "The House of Magic," "Engaged," "Listening In," and "Reno-
Change Sleepers." 

BEVERLY HILLS MEN'S CLUB 

As a counterpart of the Women's Club, the Beverly Hills Men's Club 
was organized in 1927, with the late Lon J. Haddock as its moving spirit, 
the first meeting taking place on April 13. 



Pi
ct

ur
ed

 
ab

ov
e 

is
 

th
e 

B
ev

er
ly

 
H

ill
s 

C
it

y 
H

al
l, 

co
m

pl
et

ed
 

in
 

19
32

 
at

 
a 

co
st

 
of

 
ap

pr
ox

im
at

e
ly

 
a 

m
ill

i
on

 
do

ll
ar

s 
in

cl
ud

in
g 

th
e 

la
nd

. 

'"d
 

:.>
 

:;;
:! .-.
:i 

,_
. 

/4
 

:,:
...

 
:;j

 
:;;

:! > .-3
 

I-
< < r-
J ,_
. 

,_
. ,_
. 



112 HISTORY OF BE ERL 'r HILL 

Non-political and non-sectarian in character , the club \\"as planned as an 
agency to increase civic consciousne ss among the men of the city by bring-
ing them into closer contact at monthly dinner meeting s to hea r out stand-
ing speakers. 

Such noted men as Dr. Robert Millikan, Dr. B. R. Baumgardt. fel-
low of the Royal British Astronomical Societ y ; Senator E. F. Gillette. ,Yho 
was for many years speaker of the House of Repre sentatives; the late \ V. J. 
Locke , famed British novelist; Manchester Boddy , publi sher of the Daily 
News, and others equally famed in their respective field s , have addre ssed the 
group. 

Following Lon J. Haddock's terms as president durin g 1927 and 1928, 
Jesse Jakobson and then the late Judge Lewi s R. \tVorks held that po sition, 
until in 1931 when Haddock was again called to the presidency. The next) ear 
Paul Schwab became president, being followed by \iVarren R. Libb y, \\·ho was 
succeeded in 1934 by B. J. Firminger. 

From its original group of less than 50 men in 1927 , th e club ha s grown 
to a membership of 125. 

THE UNIVERSITY CLUB 

\i\Tith membership limited to 60, and with an imposing waiting list, the 
Beverly Hills University Club has been another cultural agency in the city, 
since its organization in April of 1928 by twelve women. 

Its first president, Mrs. Norman Pabst, was followed in turn by Mrs. 
Warren Libby, Mrs . Paul Schwab and Mrs. Edward E. Fess. Besides offer-
ing opportunities for social life , the club hears outstanding speakers of note 
in the fields of letters , art and science. It also conducted a series of garslen 
tours through the noteworthy estates of Beverly Hills and Bel-Air. Since 
1931, by means of pledge gifts and benefits, the club has aided the Sawtelle 
Relief Center in welfare work, and each year its scholarship fund makes pos-
sible a university education for one or more selected girls. 

LITTLE THEATRE OF BEVERLY HILLS 

Distinct from the Community Players, but serving a similar civic pur-
pose, the Little Theater of Beverly Hills for Professionals is another organi-
zation making local history. 
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Orrranized in Jul y of 1930 by Golda Maclclen Craig, a devotee of the 
drama and a former profes sional actress, together with a group of enthus-
iast., the Little Theater wa launch ed with the idea of providing profe ssional 
actors and actresses with the opportunit y of gratifying their art. 

Since the group was start ed the auditorium of the Hawthorne School 
has been used for producti ons , until last year when the group felt the need 
of a little th eat re of its own. To this encl a site in the triangle bounded by 
Burton 'vVay, Crescent Drive, and Brighton Vl/ay has been acquired for a 
theater and art center. Plans for a 400-seat theater ha ve been drawn, and the 
scheme is now being promoted. 

The Little Theater was fortunate in securing the services of Oliver Hins-
dell, a pioneer in the community theater 1110\·ement , to act as director. He 
resigned during the middle of last season because of the pressure of other 
work. 

Opening the first yea r with "Ho tel Univer se," to be followed by "Fash-
ions ," as one of the first revi vals that ha,·e since become so popular all over 
the country, and by "Pe rfect \libi, " the group established itself as a civic 
non-prof it esterprise. 

Out standin g among the production s of the second year were Bernard 
Shaw's "Pygmalion," with Ma rtha Sleeper, \Valter Byron, and Mary Forbes; 
"The Second Man," lurin g Heclda Hopper back to the footlights and brin g-
ing recognition to Mary Ca rlisle, and ' 'T he Good Fair y," with ' Kenneth 
Thompson, Richard Tucker and Francesca Braggiotti. This same season, "A 
Night at the Olc.l Orpheum ," was presented in two vaudeville programs , 
bringing to the local stage \ t\Till Ro gers, Chic Sale, Trixie Friganza , Freel 
Niblo, Sam Hard y and vVilliam Collier , Sr. , among others. 

Last season the world premier of "Brief Candle," later taken to New 
York and produced by Peggy Fear s as "Divine Moment," was presented. 
The same season Patsy Ruth Miller appeared in "Eva the Fifth, " Theda Bara 
in "Bella Donna," and Lloyd Hughes and Mae Bush in "Alimony Pre-
ferred." 

.As a part of the Little Theater, the Advanced Junior group under Erna 
Marzinke's direction came into being last year, producing three plays which 
offered acting and writing opportunities to the sons and daughters of promi-
nent actors and writers. 

To sponsor the Little Theater socially, the Debutantes of Beverly Hills 
were organized in November of 1934. 

The Little Theater's board of managers is composed of Chairman 
Golda Madden Craig, Durward Crinsteacl, Arthur Kachel , Sam Hard y, Ken-
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neth Campbell-Macl vor and Clyde C. Westover . Leland Reeder hea I the 
men's committee. 

CHAPTER XXVI. 

AMERICA LEGIO POST 253 

Since February, 1926, when a few ex-service men banded together as 
the nucleus of the Beverly Hills Post 253 of the American Legi on , electing 
Charles Wood a<: the first commander and Les Allers as adjutant, that organ-
ization has grown through patriotic and civic services until today it numbers 
184 members. 

The post is so organized that, in case of disaster , all the member s can 
assemble within an h6ur at any given spot for emergency serv ice. On three 
occasions the post has been called upon in actual emergencie s. A test call 
is issued annually to insure efficient response. . 

Following Wood as commander , the late Al Bickel filled that pos1tion 
during 1927-28, with Had Jones as his adjutant. Jones also served in the 
same capacity the next year when VVillis Hamr ick wa s post commandel'. The 
following have served in order since then: Forre~t \ i\fhit e, Clar ence Singer, 
who split his term with Paul Barto n, Marvin Park, August O 'Connor , Geo rge 
J ohnson and Heber Gersbach. Ray Morgan has acted as adjutant since 1929. 

With service to disabled veterans as its principal ob jectitve, the post al so 
sponsors an annual school essay contest, in wh ich medals are presented to the 
boy and girl winners from each of the six elementary schoo ls. Likewise it 
engages in educational work of var ious types. 

Its drum and bugle corps, organized in 1929, with uniforms and instru-
ments representing an outlay of $4,500, has ,,von a collection of awa rd s in 
competition with other corps of Southern Ca liforni a . The post's orc hestra 
is now in its second year. 

The post also sponsors the Beverly Hills Sea Scout troop and secured 
for that group a SO-foot motorboat which has been rebuilt as a replica of 
Columbus' flagship, "The Pinta." 

F ifte en evergreen elm trees planted in Roxbury Park commemorate the 
local members of the Legion that have "gone over the hill." 

VETERANS OF FOREIGN \ i\1 AR, POST 811 

The national organization of the Veterans of Foreirrn vVars was oro·an-
ized in Columbus, Ohio, in 1899, by fourteen members, band has now gr~w n 
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to the second large st ex-sen·icemen's ?'roup in the countr y. 
Beve rly Hills Post 811 \\"as officially institut ed \pril 29, 1932, when 

its charter was receiYecl. Twelve member were in talled at a meeting helcl 
in th e Beverly Hills Athletic Club, Col. \i\ iliam K. Herndon being the first 
commander. The commancler ship for 193_-33 went to Glen Alexand er, ancl 
la st year to G. L. Ellsworth. C. . Cumings was electe l commander for 
1934-35. 

The aims and object of the organization are fraternal , patriotic, his-
torical and educational. It s memb ers must ha, e had honorable service in army 
na vy, marine s, or coast guard on foreign shore s or hostile waters during 
time of war. 

Durin g the first yea r of its existence the post sol I 2900 poppies, the 
money going for veteran relief work. Each Chri stmas several hundred bas-
kets of foodstuffs are clistributecl to needy families . 

THE CANADIAN LEGION , POST 59 

\i\Tith comradeship as the keynote of the organization, the Beverly Hills 
post of the Canadian Legion of the British Empire Service League received 
its charter April 10, 1934. 

Already a vigorous group, under Commander M. L. Vallance, the post 
functions in a manner similar to other veterans organizations. It pledges it-
self to uphold all constituted authority, and the oath of allegiance for United 
States posts requires candidates to pledge themselves to maintaining the con-
stitution of the country and to supporting the president and all others duly 
authorized to administer the laws. The post meets twice a month in the Hee-
gaard Building. 

Of the 61 posts of the Canadian Legion in the United States, 30 are in 
California, indicating the preference of Canadian world war veterans for this 
state. The local post is under the jurisdiction of the California State Com-
mand at Oakland. 

BOY SCOUTS 

Amano- activities for the young folk" of the city, none has been more 
b • 

successful than the Boy Scout movement, and Beverly Hills troops have long 
been champions of the Crescent Bay Council, which also includes the numerous 
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troops of Santa Monica, Ocean Park, Culver City and Palms . 

Although a troop that_ shortly disbanded had _been organ ized. se~'er ~l 
years previously , the first unified scout troop of the city w~s formed 111 A p1_il 
of 1921. Organized by Donald Monroe, then scout executive for the council , 
the troop held its first meeting with seven boys at the old office of the Bev-
erly Hills Realty Company in the 400 block on North Canon Drive. 

Leland P. Reeder headed the adult troop committee and was assisted by 
J. L. Kennedy, Edward E. Spence, Harrison Lewis and the late J. Lewis Ross. 
Former City Engineer Jack Albers served enthusiastically as scoutmaster. 

Troop 1 grew slowly at first, and then rapidly, under the leadersh ip of 
scoutmasters which included Thomas B. Pritchard, Forrest vVhite and Har-
vey Pearson, until in 1925 the grou p was split up into tw o troops , A. J. Beau-
dette acting as scoutmaster of the second troop , but after a few months the 
two merged once again. 

When the council was reor ganized, Troop 1 was renumbered as Troop 
17, which it remains today. Under the able leader ship of Thomas 'I. Mock, 
a man completel y under sta ndin g boys, who did more for scoutin g in Beverly 
Hills than any other person , Troop 17 won the council championship for three 
successive years and on one occasion set a national record by having nine 
boys become Eagle Scouts at one time. A ndre Johnson is the pre sent scout-
master. 

Another resident who has contributed unselfishl y of his time 1s Earl 
Jameson , chairman of the Beverly Hills district for the past ten years and 
vice president of the Crescent Bay Council. 

The second tro op organized was Troop 37, with Louis Hanchett as its 
present scoutmaster. Other troops since organized in Beverly Hill s are Troop 
33, Scoutmaster Leonard Steimle; Troop 41, Scoutmaster vValter vViley; 
Troop 42, Scoutmaster R. B. Huff; Troop 51, Scoutmaster A. Curtis Smith; 
~roop 30, Scoutmaster E._ M. Van \ i\Tinkle , and Troop 54, Scoutm as ter Wil-
liam V. Hogan. Thes~ eight troops have a member ship of about 350 boys. 
About 1200 Bev~rly Hills boys , many of them men by this time, have passed 
through the various scout troops of the city, all of them better for the ex-
perience, and many of them owing a direct debt to Tom Mock. 

Troops are sponsored by the va rious service clubs and church groups, 
and the school board has generously provided a number of the troops with 
permanent meeting rooms at the schools. 
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CHAPTER XXVII 

PERTINENT ST \TISTICS 

The histo ry of a city may be told from many viewpoints, no one of 
which will tell a complete narrati ve, but each will imply the whole history . 
This is the case with statistics, indexes of the material progress of Beverly 
Hill s, which are here included. 

Beverly Hills covers an area of 3,335.96 acres or 5.026 square miles. 
Of the total number of lots in the city, 663 are located north of Sunset Boule-
va rd ; 1,824 lie between Sun set and Santa Monica Boulevards; 1,924 lie be-
tween Santa Monica and Vvilshire Boulevards, and south of Wilshire Boule-
vard 3,219 additional lots brings the total lots in Beverly Hills to 7,648. 

In September of 1934 there were 5,324 buildings in the city, of which 
5,033 were residences and 291 business structures. In the city there remain 
1,825 vacant lots , which are plowed each year to kill the weeks, to reduce the 
fire danger, and to beautify the city. 

"\l\!ithin the city limits there are 96 miles of paved streets, each lined 
with trees, and 35.5 miles of alleys, man y of them graded and surfaced with 
decomposed granite by CVv A workers in 1933 and 1934 at a cost of $36,876. 
There _ar~ in the city altogether 3,485 street lighting standards , 2,080 of them 
111 the residential district. 

The average citizen usuall y takes for granted the city's function of pro-
viding a healthful and beautiful place to live. More important than paved 
lighted streets is the underground sewage system, 73.5 miles of it, together 
with the rubbish and garbage collection systetm. Each month 314 tanks of 
garbage are collected; the street department picks up about 750 loads of grass 
and tree-trimming s, the park department 250 loads, and the business houses 
117 !oacls. Multiply these figures by 12, and one realizes the great task of 
keepmg the city clean. All but the garbage, which is sold to hog farms , is 
burned in the city incinerator at Third Street and Foothill Road. In addi-
tion , the st~·eet department each month picks up an average of 25 dead animals, 
from sea hons and donkeys to clogs and cats, to be destroyed. 
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BUILD! G PERMIT FIGURES 

Year 
1918 ------------------------------------------------------------------------
1919 ------------------------------------------------------------------------
1920 ------------------------------------------------------------------------
1921 ------------------------------------------------------------------------
1922 ------------------------------------------------------------------------
1923 ------------------------------------------------------------------------
1924 ------------------------------------------------------------------------
192 5 ------------------------------------------------------------------------
1926 ------------------------------------------------------------------------
1927 ------------------------------------------------------------------------
1928 ------------------------------------------------------------------------
1929 ------------------------------------------------------------------------
1930 --·---------------------------------------------------------------------
1931 ----_ -------------------------------------------------------------------
19 32 ------------------------------------------------------------------------
19 3 3 ------------------------------------------------------------------------

Permits 
3 

38 
110 
145 
486 
845 

1072 
1168 
1478 
986 

1060 
1198 
1008 
695 
441 
592 

ASSESSED VALUATION AND TAXES 

Va lue 
$ 23,200 

316 ,900 
530 ,441 
580,034 

2,066,739 
3,89 1,136 
5,053 ,644 

10,403,503 
11,001 ,877 

7,212,766 
6,060,442 
8, 116,042 
5,865 ,990 
3,275,899 
1,135,669 
1,797,892 

(Based on Abo ut One-third Actual Valuation) 

Fisca l Year 

1914-15 ------------------------------------------------
1915-16 ------------------------------------------------
1916-17 ------------------------------------------------
1917-18 ------------------------------------------------
1918-19 ------------------------------------------------
1919-20 ------------------------------------------------
1920-21 ------------------------------------------------
192 l-22 ------------------------------------------------
1922-23 ----------------------_ -------------------------
1923-24 ------------------------------------------------
1924-2 5 ------------------------------------------------
192 5-26 ------------------------------------------------
1926-27 ------------------------------------------------

Assessed Valuation 
$2,281,965_00 

3,661,770 .00 
3,752,465 .00 
4,359,450.00 
4,208,765.00 
5,373,345.00 
5,279,135.00 
7,272,45 0.00 
9,505,175.00 

20,350,600.00 
24,633,410.00 
39,205,307.00 

Amount Raised 
$22,819.15 

36,617.70 
37,524.65 
43,594.50 
42,087.65 
53,733.45 
52,791.35 
72,724.50 
95,051.75 

276,768 .10 
313 ,794.10 
470,099.73 
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1927-28 ················································ 
1928-29 ............................................... . 
1929-30 ················································ 
1930-31 ............................................... . 
193 1-32 ............................................... . 
1932-33 ················································ 
1933-34 ····················· ··························· 
1934-35 ····························· ··················· 

POPULAT ION 

1920................ 674 (U. S. Census) 
1923 ................ 4,000 
1926 ................ 12,000 
1917 ................ 15,000 
1930 ........... ..... 17,429 (U. S. Census-) 
1932 ................ 20,252 (Frisbee Sur v.) 
l 934 ............... .23,000 ( Direct. Fig.) 

\,VAT ER SERVICES 

(January 1, Each Year) 

1923.. ...................................... 700 
1924......... ............................... 890 
1925........ ................................ 1,443 
1926............ ............................ 2,355 
1927........................................ 3,199 
1928. ....................................... 3,621 
1929.................................. ...... 4,044 
1930............................. ........... 4,500 
193 1........................................ 4,828 
1932....................................... . 5,036 
1933........................... ............. 5,112 
1934.. ......... .............. ............... 5,241 

Also 1934 in West Hollywood 
1,800 Services 

50,137,070.00 
58,413,630.00 
60,921,410.00 
63,156,895.00 
65,790,675.00 
54,480,215.00 
48,357,170.00 
46,089,30P.00 

572,902.20 
711,121.54 
698,914.06 
684,309.15 
759,657.35 
651,181.07 
613,837.64 
593,323.02 

B . NK DEPOSITS 

1920 .................... : .. . 
1927 ....................... . 
1928 ....................... . 
1930 ....................... . 
1932 ....................... . 
1933 ....................... . 

$ 267,000 
9,000,000 

11,476,706 
14,367,000 
9,500,000 

10,392,000 

POST AL RECEIPTS 

1920 ............................... . 
1921 ............................... . 
1922 ............................... . 
1923 ............................... . 
1924 ............................... . 
1925 ............................... . 
1926 ............................... . 
1927 ............................... . 
1928 ............................... . 
1929 ............................... . 
1930 ............................. .. . 
1931 ............................... . 
1932 ............................... . 
1933 ······························· 

$ 5,513 
5,691 
9;367 

12,984 
25,740 
41,761 
54,727 
75,678 

102,430 
132,958 
159,576 
170,633 
167,812 
172,428 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SI(ETCHES 
OF LEADING CITIZENS 

PIER EE . BEN EDICT 

Pie1·ce E. Benedict, Editor-in-Chief of this work , is the olde st 1·esi lent 
of what is now Bever!) Hills by ma ny . m any yea r . and he ,, a the fir t per-
son elect ed President of th e Boa rd of Tni stees (the position now corre pon l-
ing to th at of m ayor) ,Yhen th e cit) was inco qJo rat ed. 

M r. Be nedict wa s born in Boo m ·ille , oo per Co unt) , M i souri , Oct ober 
12, 1856, on o f E. . and Jo ephine (Pierce) Benedict. The latt er wa born 
at Culp epper Court House, Virginia, and E. .B enedict was a nat ive of Elmira 
New York, where he wa s long engaged in the prnctice of law , and was a l o 
interest ed in mercantile affairs. From there he mo ·ed to 1\/[issouri, where he 
re sided until 1868, in June of which yea r he came to Lo s A n o-eles county and 
took out a home stead in ,,vhat is now called Benedict Can) on, nea r Beverly 
Hills. Pierce E. Benedict was about seve n ,, hen th e family came to California 
and he r ece ived hi s education in the gra mm a r scho ol<:. of Lo s ngeles, there 
being no hi g h school he1·e at that period . In 1868 he bou o-ht from the South ern 
Pacific railroad, two hundred and thirt y acres of land adjoining hi s fa th er 's 
home stead , and during his early years worked on both hi s own and hi s father's 
place s. In 1868 he started an apiary, to which he gave his attenti on until 1873 , 
\l\ 1hen he came to Lo s A ngeles and established a dairy on Broadway ne a r Third 
Street , which he ran until 1875, when he sold it and return ed to his apiary. 
In this he was remarkably successful and in 1876 he made one shipment of 
fort y -five thousan d pounds of hone y by w ate1· from old Santa Monica pier. 
He ca rried 011 the apiary bu sine ss with continued succe ss until 1923, a period 
o f fifty-five years, when he di scontinued it. He was one of the o rga ni ze rs and 
incorp ora tors of th e F ir st State Bank of Sherman, now the Firs-t National 
Bank of Sherman , and wa s a director of that in stitution for twent y -tw o yea rs. 
In 1888 he so ld to the editor of the S ANTA MO TIC O UT L OOK a few 
acres of his ranch for a home site , and this was perhap s the fir st sa le of hill-
side pr ope rt y for residential purpo ses ever made in Be, erly Hill s. 

Mr. Benedict wa s united in marriage to Miss Julia L. Cockert on, of Oak-
land, Ca lifornia, daughter of Ebenezer and Esthe1· (Wiltfong) Co ckerton, 
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the former a farmer of Alameda County. To Mr. and Mr s. Be nedict h a , e been 
born three children, namel y : William R., Ru sell E., and Enc.la L., who is the 
wife of Ernest E. Price. Mr. Benedict is a m ember of Be , erly Hills Lodcre 
No. 528 , A. F.&A .M., and the Malibu l\ ountain Lake Club , , hil e hi s r eli rrious 
faith is that of the Church of Chri st, Scienti st. He is a great lo ve r of o utdo o r 
life, hunting and fishing being his favorite di vers ion s. 

In Januar y, 1914 , the City of Beverly Hills was i,ncorporated and M r. 
Benedict was elected a member of its Board of Trusteec:. and at the first meet-
ing he was elected President of the Board. He declined the honor but on pril 
1st, following he was again elected to the pre sidency and again r efu e I the 
honor. On his third election he accepted the office and served for eight years. 
When he was elected for the second time he received every vo te cast in the city. 

Mr. Benedict is the possesso r of a beautiful silver cup, suitably engra, ed, 
a gift from the Civic Center in recognition of the man y things pe1·ta inin g to 
the civic welfare and advancement of the city that he has accomplished. 

WILL ROGERS 

Perhaps the most widespread and most effective publicity Beverly Hills 
has ever had was that given it some years ago when Will Rogers accepted the 
honorary and affectionate title of "Mayor of Beverly Hills." vVherever his 
syndicated writings appeared, throu gh m agaz ine articles, p1·ess dispatches, the 
screen, radio and word of mouth, the wide, wide world knew and loved the 
by-play of wit and good fellow ship which centered around Beverly Hills' 
"Mayor." 

Rogers was given the title by the city council and held it until an act of 
the State Legislature gave Beverly Hills a legal mayor. 

Oolagah, Oklahoma, is the birthplace of Will Roaers, the son of Clem 
V ~rn and Mary ( Schrimpsher) Rogers . His schoolini was received at the 
W1lbe _Hassell School , in Nebraska, and the Kemper Military Academy, of 
Boonv1lle. Mrs. Rogers was formerly Betty Blake of Roaers -, Arkansas . Their 
children are Will, Mary and Jim. ' 0 

The Hammer stein Roof Garden, New York, was the scene of Will 
Rogers' debut in vaudeville in 1905. He became a headliner with the Ziegfielcl 
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F olli es an I the miclni 0 ht I7rolics. Fame as a lecturer was repea ted in hi s motion 
picture ca1·eel". Rogers makes pictures for \ arious comp anie s, Fox especially. 

Humorou s boo ks from M r. Roger s ' pen, particularl y well known are: 
"Le tter s of a Self -m ade Diplomat to hi s President," " Illit erate Dig est, " and 
"T here's No t a Bat htin g Suit in Russia. " · 

He is a m embe r of the Lamb~ Club. Fraterna l affiliations are v\ ith the 
Elks, Ivia on s and Sh1·iners. 

Te chnic a lly, M r. R oge r s' home is outs ide the boun laries of Beverly Hill s, 
but this cit y's name continues on th e date line of hi s syndicate fea ture. Beverly 
Hills fee ls it self fo rtun ate in h av in g, in such great mea sure, the friendship 
and good will of a personage so trul y gre a t as \!Viii Roger s. It reciprocates 
in kind. 

BURTO N E. GREEN 

Burton E . Green , Pre sident of the Rodeo Land and Water Compan y, 
can prop erly be designated as the founder of Beverly Hills . Years ago the 
company which he heads purchased thirty-three hundred acres of land which 
comprise the corporate area of the pre sent municipalit y . This propert y was 
originally bou ght for the development of oil, but as this did not materialize, 
the propert y was subdivided into what is now the City of Beverly Hills. 

Like other men who have . accomplished worthwhile achievements in 
their communities , Mr. Green prefer s that the credit for those civic works 
which h ave made Beverly Hills stand out among Southern California com-
munities be widely distributed. Today after a quarter of century of service in 
the organization of which he is president, he gives full credit to the numerous 
others who have assisted in the development and upbuilding of the Cit y . 

Mr. Green was bor ·n at Middleton , Wisconsin, September 6, 1868 , the 
son of Richard and Amanda Hill (Bush) Green. He received his early edu-
cation in public schools and Bea ve r Dam A cademy in Wisconsin . 

His family moved to California when he was but sixteen years old and he 
continued his schooling in this state. 

As a young man he spent several years on his ranch in Redlands , then 
at an early age he entered th e oil busine ss and was a pioneer in this indu stry 
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in Los Angeles , having been one of the founder s of the \ sociated Oil om-
pany of California. For the past fort y ocld year s his interc ts haYc been 111 

oil and real estate, and he is now president of the Belridge Oil ompan y, 
whose property is located in Kern County. 

Mr. Green was married to Lilian vVellborn , daughter of J ud gc Olin 
Wellborn. They have three daughters: Dorothy Green, Liliore ( !\Ir s. vVil-
liam E. Palmer), and Burton Green . 

Aside from his business interests , ]\fr. Green has a number of hobbies: 
he is a first rate shot and enjoys duck hunting and he is- also an. enthu sias-
tic fisherman. Perhaps his greatest out side interest is his magnificent estat e 
on Lexington Road in Beverly Hills. He is a member of several club s, includ-
ing the California Club, the Los Angeles Countr y Club, and the Bohemian and 
Pacific Union Clubs of San Francisco. 

MRS. ELIZABETH FRASER LLOYD 

An interesting mother of a famous son, is Mrs. Elizabeth Fra ser Lloyd , 
and one who stands high in the respect of those who know her, for her de-
lightful personal qualities , strength of character and interest in the public 
welfare of those communities in which she has made her home. 

Mrs . Lloyd comes of a family of pioneers and this quality is reflected 
in her own life history. Her father, James J. Fraser, born in the town of 
Blythe, in Scottland, was the son of a professor of mathematics in Edinburgh 
Univers-ity. Sarah Elizabeth (Smith) Fraser was her mother. Her ma-
ternal grandfather is credited with having started Alleghany College. 

Mrs. Lloyd was born in the town of Toulon, Illinois, to which her father's 
interest in coal mining took him, but from the age of five years until her 
marriage at the age of eighteen to James Darsie Lloyd, she lived in Central 
City, Colorado . The young couple then moved to Nebraska, and in that state 
their two sons were born. 

Mrs. Lloyd's father had continued west from Illinois, going to Colorado 
in 1859. In later years the Lloyds pioneered on a homestead near Torring-
ton, Wyoming. Mrs. Lloyd was a member of the woman's club of Fort Col-
lins, Colorado, and active in civic affairs. In Denver, also, she did club work 
and was interested in politics. 

About that time Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd came to California with their sons-
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Gaylord, and hi s ) Olm o-er brother, Harold, who has "on a place of much dis-
tinction in sci-ee n w ork. Ha1·old. wh en 16, went to schoo l in San Diego and 
then appeared in dramatic stoc k comp:rnie s of that city. He arri, eel in Holly-
w ood about 19 15 ancl embar ked on a career that ha s brought him world fame. 
His business manager is \i\ illiam Fra ser. hi s mother's brother, an outstand-
in g figure in Los \n ge les ' financial circle . 

Mrs. Lloyd attributes all of h er beautiful physical su rroundin gs to her 
so ns, in whom she h as much pride. The desire to g ive happine ss to those 
around h c1· seems inb orn in ?\,1rs. Lloyd. "h o finds opp ortu nit y for such se r-
v ice in the L os A ng ele :Mu ic School Settlement Assoc iat ion , of which she 
is p1·esident. This group st riYes for the betterment, ge nerall y, of the indigent 
child. 

In 1923 Mrs. Ll oyd came to Be ,·erly Hills and mo ve l into the old Bene-
dict residence . The following yea r he joine I the \tVoman 's Club and was 
the first Ways and lVIeans ch a innan in the club 's new edifice. Since 1930 
she has been less active in club work but st ill retains her int erest in civic affairs. 
The placing of the fountain at the corner of Santa Monica Boulevard and 
\tVilshire was a project in which she assisted. lso, she purchased the first 
chair, in the financing program for the proposed Little Theater edifice. 

Memberships held by lVfrs. Lloyd are in the A merican Constitutional 
Association, A ll-A merican \ Vo m en 's Assoc iati on, Domino Club, Musical 
Club of Los Angeles, California A rt Clubs, and the Eastern Star. Her home 
is at 623 North Roxbury Drive. 

HENRY A . MORTSON 

_ Henry A. Mortson, recently appointed Secretary-Manager of Beverly 
Hills Chamber of Commerce, first eno-acred in the real estate business in this . b b 
city and was one of the organizers and first directors of the Chamber of Com-
merce. He is a native of Jefferson, Ontario, Canada, but became a natural-
ized citizen of the United States in 1912. 

Mr. Mortson's experience and trainincr as an executive were attained as 
b 

General Agent of the Denver & Rio Grande Railroad at Denver, from 1907 
to 1922, and lent a substantial background for the responsible position he now 
holds. His enterprise and sound busines.s acumen have been a facto •r in the 
chamber's achievements during his official tenure. 

He ,vas president of Beverly Hills Shrine Club, 1926 and president Bev-
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erly Hills Realty Board, 1926, and was leader in the campaign to securei th e 
University of California at Los Angeles in Beverly Hills. 

f f.I . A Mo rt-Thomas and Susan (_Allen) Mort son are the parents~ enty · Mr. 
son. The father had emigrated to Canada from Yorkshire, Englanc!. d 
Mortson attended the Collegiate Institute at Richmond Hill , Ontario, an 
left Canada for Texas in 1900, then went to Denver , Colo., in 1907. 

• D er thr After fifteen years of work for the D. & R. G. Railwa y, at env , 
subject of this biography came to California, arriving in 1923. 

His son, Francis F., 28 years of age, is one of the ,owners of the Bev-
erly Hills Directory Company. Margaret, age 20, is a student at U. C. L. A., 
and Charlotte, age 5. 

Organizations in which Mr. Mortson holds membership are the Episco-
pal Church, Kiwanis Club, and Masonic Lodge No. 93, of Denver , of which 
he is Past Master. 

JOHN E. SCHELL 

An ot~tstanding ~nd highly esteeme~l citizen of Beverly Hill s is John .E~ 
Schell, native of Clancm County, Pennsylvania, born September 6, 1859, sot 
0_f James A. and Rachel E. (Bell) Schell. His father was of Dutch extrac-
tion and his mother of English decent. 

_Mr. ?chell received his education in the grammar and normal schools 
of his _native county. For many years he folhwed the oil business in Pen~1-
sylvama, We st Virginia, Oklahoma and Ohio. He sunk the first oil well 111 
Oklahoma. ~or ten years prior to coming to California, he served as man-
ager of the Minnetonka 0 ·1 C · · · 1 

. 1 ompany at Pittsburgh, which he orgarnzec · 
1 Durmg the _t'..v~nty-one years he has resided in Beverly Hills, Mr. Schell 
1as taken an active interest · tl . 1 . . . ffice 
· .1 B . 111 1e 1 ea estate business. He mamtams an ° m t 1e ank of America B ·1c1· 1 · l ·op-·t · S 1 . ui mg anc 1s the owner of much valuab e P1 
et Y m out 1ern California I dd. · unt 

f t . c • n a 1tton to possessing a considerable amo o coun ry property, he ow 1 . . . }l -
Woocl Bo I cl . H ns a at ge piece of busmec::s frontaae on Ho Y u evar , 111 oil 1 •- 0 R 
Lancl and Water· C ywooc' and has a one-sixth interest in the Del ey ompany. 

Mr. Schell has always tak . . . . . . _ 
mediate business ff •. ~n a~ mterest 111 many thmgs outside of lus nn 

a ans. He 1s a I f b • 1 ·ee Mason and a Shriner b . . 1 e mem er of the Elks and 1s a 32-c egt 
of Aladin Temr)le c' 1emlg a life member of the Consistory at Pittsburg, and 

, 0 um )us He 11 J • ar-. as a ways enJ0yed outdoor sports, P 
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t!cul~rl y fishing , and belongs to the Tuna Club of \ valon, and had the dis-
tmction of catching a 280-pound fish off Cata lina Island in 1921, which was 
a prize-\\ inner that yea r. 

Mr. Schell was married to Ella Franc es Culbertson, and they make their 
home at 823 North Roxbur y Drive , "here they erected a magnificent Italian 
st.\ le hou se. Mr. and Mrs. Schell ha, e one daurrhter I~athr vn the wife of D . ::, ' -' ' 

r. Richard J . Justice , and one granddaughter, Frances Dcborh . 

MILTON KERLAN , M. D. 

. Coming from a family of professional men, Dr. Milton Kerlan, distin-
guished phys ician of Beverly Hills , has three brother s who are doctors, one 
who is a dentist , and another is a superintendent of schools in Minnesota. It 
foll~w s, therefore, that the subject of this biograph y chose the i11edical pro-
fession for his life work and thoroughly prepared himself for it. 

At the University of Minnesota Dr. Kerlan took his pre-medical work. 
He obtained the follm vino- clerrrees: Bachelor of Science in 1922, Bachelor of 
Medicine in 1924 , and Do~to/of Medicine in 1925. For two and a half years 
he practiced in Moose Lake :Minnesota , followed by a year and a half at Bem-
idji, in that state. ' 

Studying next at the Universit y of Penns ylvania, Dr. Kerlan obtained his 
Basic Certificate of Surgery ( 1930), and the following year the degree of 
Master of Medical Sciences. He is permanent secretary of the Postgradu-
ate General Surgery Class of Pennsyl vanfa University . 

. His interneships were served at the Minnesota •General Hospital an~ !he 
Mmnesota Swedish Hospital. Dr. Kerlan was for a time Resident Physman 
at the New York Hospital. He belongs to its alumni association. 

. Dr . Kerlan's Preceptor in Surgery was Eugene H. ~o_ol of Nev'. york 
City: He had special work in medicine under Doctors ~1lham R._ ' V:iihams, 
Nellis B. Foster and Lewis A. Conner , of that city. It 1s of special mterest t!1at he specialized in Gynecoloo-y under Dr . E. M. Hawks, who has the dis-
tinction of being Mrs. Col. Ch~rles Lindbergh 's physician , who brought her 
children into the world. 

Dr. Kerlan arrived in California July 14, 1931, coming direct to Bev-
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. . . . . - 1 1 b me conn ected erly Hills. Durmg his bu sy professional 1i te here 1e 1as . eco I-I 11 ,_ 
with a number of well-known ho spitals, such as the Cedar of Leb~n on. tf1e 
wood Ho spital, California Luth eran, L os ngeles General H o pital, am f re 
University of California Exten sion Med ical School. He ha s appeared l~e O 

_ 

the staff of the Cedars of Lebanon Ho spital , reading a pape11 on ntet-
1 N · h G 1\ctin om yces, costa r euralg1a of the Abdo men. Three papers on t e enu s · ·l· 

by his pen, have appeared in the Medical Journal and Record of :K ~w y ~1 ~-
The se and other articles from hi s pen have won for him a li sting 111 \ V 10 s 
Who Among Medical ·writers 0f N orth America. 

Organizations of the medical profe ss ion in which Dr. Kerlan maint ai ;1.s 
memberships are the Los Angele s County Medical Society, Southern Ca ,-
fornia Medical Societ y, California State }VIedical Society , and he is a f,'ello~~ 
of the American Medical Assoc iation . He is examiner for th e N ew Yo t k 
Life Insurance Company and th e Lif e Extension Institute, bein g on the na-
tional board of the latter. 

If he has a hobby it might be said to be tenni s. I--:lis office is at 9397 \ i\fil-
shire Boulevard, and his residence at 132 South Oakhurst. 

He was born July 30, 1901, at St. Cloud, Minnesota, son of I saac and 
Jennie (Zack) Kerlan . On July 10, 1927, at Duluth, he was united in mar-
riage to Edna Pearl Mount, whose paternal ancestry goes back to ancl be yo nd 
the Mayflower, and she is eligible for the D. A. R. 

JOE CHISOLM 

The story of Joe Cl ·s1 1 · -1 lfr::-- _ . . 11 10 m contam s colorful leaves from the eat Y . 
toiy of California and of B •1 JJ"JI I • 1 Cohn 
Ch . 1 1 1 . . ever Y 11 s. t commences w1 th J osep 1 

is 10 m, 11s father who , , f 1 1 " res h b ' '' as one O t 1e legendary 49'ers whose ac ven su · ave een pas sed down to pr c:: t • lay 
ancl t . J Cl. e. en generations by 'vVord of mouth , song, P s ory. oe 11sholm's f th · 1 C • . ·1- the 
foundations of Sa F . . a, er, wit 1 hns Chisholm his partner, bt11 t , 
years was a c:: • 1

11
. 

1 al nci sco s famou s old Palace Hotel, which for so man) 
. , oc1a I enc ezvous of the Bay City. 

Joe Chisholm was born i s r . b 
ing the former Kath .· ; 1 an • rancisco, May 11, 1875, his mother e-
l-le attended Holy e2ne racey. The boy' s schooling was in the EaSt 

ross College at \iVorcester, Massachusetts, fol-
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lowed by Bos to11 olle«e ·111cl G . t · · . , eo 1 ge own 111vers1ty. 
. alt fo rnia' lur ti I int o the .111 1 f e ien Jrou .,·ht J oe hi ~holm back to his nati ve state and 
i\ ' na Be ve ·I II"!! I fr . Chi sli,-,J 1 

1 Y 1 s. n 1906 ,,·hile a law student in Los \ngeles, 
- V Ill JOtio-ht th fi . t 1 I . . n e 1 ot cl m Be ,·erly Hills . 

In 19 19, a t L . . . . . 
ton. T hey 0. · \ng ele , he \\·a u111tecl m marriage to Ruth \~ h1tecot-

, now re icle at 319½ To rth I a im Dri,e. 
i\l r. Chi shnln · II the vVitn cs ,, H 1 ts " e kn own as co-author of "Gun Notche s" and "Take 

in[! 011 a ·ts. e has alwa ys writt en more or less he a)'S and is now \\Ork-
c ory of S , , an Juan Capi tran0. 

\c!111ittec.l h bb' . . . . v\ agner. 0 tes ate: \ \ nt111g for Phil 1 own send Hanna and Rob 

REV. M ICH \EL J. MU LLINS 

Much beiov I b I · · · · l come s i ec Y 11s pan shtoner s, and respected by all with whom 1e 
11 contact R r I I cl · ti estee 111 f B ' '-ev . "at 1er M ichael J. Mullin s is firmly entrenc 1e !11 1e 
0 ever!y Hill s resident s. 

The fir st 1 I · · Cl h Dnc!e. F c 1urc 1 edifice erected in Beverly Hills was the Catholic rnrc · 
1 ather Mt 11· ' 1· · • • · t · bu 'lt -both of 

1 
1 ms c 1rect1on 1t was completed 111 1924, and a tee oty 1 

111ent. Tl laJ1clsome and commodious desio-n and representing a, large inveSt-
. lat Fat! . l\,r l . n l 1:.r11 Jttstifie I • c 1er •i.u lms ' faith in the bri o-ht future of Bever Y ~i.1 s was 
5 c is prov b . n . . ti 00 fa ·i· en Y the fact that 111s conrrreo-ation now mcludes moie 1an 

c 1111 1es. n n 

Fath!h~~~t~s~l _ai~~I ~01.1Vent, established by him in. 193~, . ~re als0 uncler 
and girls. T 1:111schct1on , _together with the athletic act1v1t1es of _the boys 
attend tl en Si sters guide the educational o-rowth of the 350 pupipl s who 

1e school. n 

\~Then F ti . · f l Churc11 f 
I 

a let Mullms came to Beverly Hills in 1923 as Pastor O t le 
I o t le G d S ·1· . a I of Be ver! H?0 h_epherd his parish included 0nly 30 member-fami ies 1~ 

ther on . ills. First mas s was said in the vVindemere Apartments. Fur 
' set vices vv • I I I · J H'll l t 1 · ei e le c 111 the 1 errace Room of the Bever Y I s 10 e · 

County SJ' . 4, 1892 1 • igo, Ireland, is the birthplace of Michael J . Mullms, and M;ay 
' 11s natal clay. He is the son of Patrick and Jane Mullins, botb of 
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devout Catholic families, several members of which have been churchmen and 
priests. The subject 0f this sketch graduated from Dublin niver sit): with 
the degree of A. M. and from faynooth College, the famous Catholic col-
lege of Ireland. Upon arri ving in Los \ngeles in 1920 Father l\Iullins was 
assigned first to St. Ignatius and later to St. Thomas. Three years later he 
came to Beverly Hills. He is a naturalized American citizen. 

During the World \,Var Father follins was Chaplain for four years in 
the B/ itish Army. One of the sad duties of his service was to bury the first 
~rican officer killed in action on the Western Front-Capt. \,\Tilliam Fi:z-

simmons of Kansas City, Missouri. Two years Father Mullin<: saw service 
in France, and two years in various parts of the British Empire. 

In 1923 he established the Catholic Motion Picture Guild and was its 
Chaplain for ten years. 

Beverly Hills owes much to Father Mullins for the 0ustanding work he 
has done in this locality. 

SIDNEY CARLTON ROWE 

The first president of the Beverly Hills Real Estate Board, the first City 
Clerk, and an outstanding developer and public-spirited citizen, the late S. C. 
Rowe can properly be classed as one of the most important persons in the 
early life of the municipality. 

Mr. Rowe was born at Bethel, Vermont, 011 December 19, 1866, the son 
of Lyman T. and Cornelia (Whitmore) Rowe. The father's side of the fam-
ily was of English extraction, as was the mother's, ancl the earliest American 
ancestor on the material side came to this country on the Mayflower. 

The early schooling and high school education of Mr. Rowe was re-
ceived at Brandon, Vermont, and he finished his course of study with a busi-
ness college training. When a young man he became employed by the General 
Electric Company at Lynn, Massachusetts, and was foreman of one of the 
departments of the company. He ultimately engaged in the , real estate busi-
ness at Lynn, for which calling he was ideally fitted by temperament and fore-
sight. 

In 1908, on account of Mrs. Rowe's health, Mr. Rowe moved to Cali-
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fo rni a. \ fter residin g in the cit) of Los \n geles for two years they came 
to Beve rly H ills and he became the fir t re i lent realtor in this community , 
~erving as local age nt fo r the Rodeo Land & i\ ater Company, with offices at 
Burt on \ ·ay and Be, erly Dri, e. \;\ bile in charge of this real estate office Mr. 
Rowe die\ ·a tremendous amount to bring Bever ly Hills into promin ence and 
worked diligently in developing the Rodeo Ian I for the future beautification 
of the city. U ltimately, J\!fr. Ro ,\ c became a partner with Frank Meline in 
the hand ling of Beve rly Hills property, and during the later years of his lif e 
he was engaged in the real estate and insurance business on his ow11; account. · 

\ ,\ hen in 19 13 Beve rly H ills became an incorporated city, M r. Rowe was 
elected City Clerk at the first elect ion. \t th at time the position entailed end-
less wo rk and hour s of thou ght ful planning , but the newly elected City Clerk 
ma de great headw ay in his ci, ic labors. Besides the clerical dutie of the office 
he had charge of Streets and Parks, and to his early influence much credit is 
due fo r the well-designed and artistic parks for which Beverly Hills has be-
come so noted. 

After holdin g the position of City Clerk for fiv~ years, Mr. Rowe was 
elected a member of the board of tru stees. \ ,Vhile hol<ling this position he de-
vot ed much o f hi s time to the affa ir s of the city and executed all of his official 
duties in a most commen dab le manner. 

S. C. Rowe visioned th e future of Beverly Hill•, and his belief in the city 
has meant much to its subsequent development and grow th. His civic pride 
was a thing of wonder, and a splendid example to future city builder s. Every-
one loved Mr. Rowe , as hi s keen mind , strength of character , love of ju stice 
and spirit of helpfulness endeared him to all. 

He passed away on Novemb er 17th , 1923, at 721 North Alpine Dri ve. 
On the clay o f his funeral all the City offices and every business establishm ent 
in Beverly Hill s was closed in his memor y. 

WILLIAM RAYMOND METZ 

William Ra ymond Metz hold s thre e offices in the City H all, with the 
maximum of sys tem an d efficiency. He is City Engineer, Street Superin-
tendent and Tax Collector. For hi s var ied duties he has prepared him self 
well, both by studies un dertak en and by practical experience. 

Mr. Metz was born in Los Angel es, Jul y 19, 1897. Hi s parents, Jo seph 
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0. and Ethel Mae ( N iedecker) 1'vietz, both we re nati ve Ca il fo rnian s. The 
former was a painter and deco rat or in Santa \na . 

As a young man Mr. Metz ha d nin e month s' service ove rseas during the 
\tVorld \Va r as a Ser gea nt. He was a Second Lieutenant in th e Re serve Offi-
cers' Trainin g Corps. On arrival home from F ranc e he ente re d hi gh school in 
Santa Ana and graduated in two yea rs with sixt een college credits. He al so 
studied at U niversity of South ern California , the Y. M . C. A. Technical School 
of L os Angeles, took an I. C. S. CiYil E ngineerin g Course, and a La Sa lle 
University Cour se in Business Ma nage ment. 

For a year in Beverly Hill s Mr. Metz sold pickle s- all 57 var ieti es- fo r 
H. J. Heinz. He work ed then as sur veyo r fo r Orange Count y a yea r , and 
a like peri od fo r the Sant a Fe Railroad . In 1922 he obtained empl oyment with 
the Rodeo Land and \Vater Company and remained with that orrra niz at ion 
three years, acceptin g a position in the E ngineer ing Department of th e City of 
Beverly Hills in 1925. Five yea rs late r he became City E ng ineer , which 
position he still hold s, with distinction. 

Mr. Metz is credited with starting the mo vement which succeed ed in se-
curing SERA help from the Federal Government for suppl ement a l fir e pre-
vention measures in the Santa Mo nica hill s-a project ,vhich adds still an-
other safeguard to thi s district. 

In 1922, at Los Angeles, Mr. Metz was unit ed in marria ge to Bess ie E. 
Miller, of Pennsylvania, a graduate of Occidental College. They are the 
parent s of three childr en-D av id, Albert and Marilyn. 

Mr. Metz is affiliated with the Community Presbyterian Church , the 
Rotary Club, Beverly Hills Men's Club, and Masonic Lodge No. 528 . He is 
on the boa rd of gove rnor s of the American Legion , and a v ice-pr es ident of 
th e Santa Monica Fire Prevention Committee. Technical organizations in 
which he ·holds membership s are: Los A ngeles City and County Engineering 
Assoc iati on, the Sanitar y Committee of Los Angeles City and County, and 
'the American Society of Civil Engin eers. 

Economics is Mr. Metz's great interest and hobby. 

HILAN F. KEAGY 

Progressive and up to date in his methods and achieving a well-deserved 
measure of success in his indi vidual affa ir s, Hilan F. Keagy, Veterinarian, ha s 
made an enviable place for him self in thi s territory. Mrs. Keagy, al so, is a 
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~racluate o f the Vete rinar y Medical \ s ociat i 11. She was the econd woman 
111 the U nit ed State s t0 graduat e as uch. 

_Dr. Keao-y ha engaged in hi prof e . ion in Be\'erly Hi lls since 1~30 
ancl is the owner o f the well-equipp ed builcling at 353 Fo thill Roa~ \\'hich 
hoL~ses the Be\ erly H ills Dog & at Hospital. He came here upon Ins grad-
uatioi~ fr om olorado . gricultur al a llege at Fo rt Collins \Yith the degree of 
~ete nn ary l\Icclicine. Two yea rs later he return ed to that tate for his mar-
riage to E \·elyn He rm an in the 1\Ia onic Temple of De nver. 

N Longmont, Colorad o, is th e birthplac e d I-Iilan F. Keagy. He \\ as born 
1 ovember 6, 1907 , son of Charles E . and Derth a L. Keag y. Gram mar school 
Was attended at Fo rt Morgan , Colorado , al ·o high school. 

Dr . Kea o-y i- a member of the Bapti st Church , Ki\Yanis Club (d irector) , 
Cha:11ber of Commerce , Beve rly Hills ·Men' s Club. Sigma Phi Epsilon fra-
~~~1Sv, the Americ an Ve ter~nary .Me~lical :\ ~sociati on, and 1\!I~sonic Lodge 

JZ8 ( 3d degree). He 1s act 1\·e 111 the Easte rn Star and 111 Boy Scout 
Work. 

Fishing and hunting are hi s farnrite sport s. 

P A UL E. SCH\~ ! AB 

Perha1)s · · . 1· l c1· t' . c no c1t1zen of Beverly Hills ha s taken a more outstanc mg am 
Sis! inguishecl part in the life of this city durino- recent years than Paul E. c 1wab f . b , 01 mer mayor. 

is a Mr. Schwab was born at Fort Collins Colorado , on March 4, 1896. He 
son of J b ' l b in S . aco and Clara ( Eppens) Schwab. His parents were bot 1 orn 
witzerlancl l J · · ' Id t brotJ . anc 11s father served in the Swiss A rmy. His fathers o es 
1e1 Wac:. a Jt l f l S ' tc ge o t 1e upreme Court of Switzerland. 

wherTIJle Schwab family moved to California in 1899, sett ling at Ontario, 
his rr~ acob Sch wab still reside s at the aae of 76. Paul E. Schwab received 

b1 ammar d I . h b f P 01110 C an 11g school education in Ontario and he is a graduate o 
na ollerre · · · · h ' h entered tl H b.' ieceivmg the degree d A. B. in 1917. Followm g t 1s e 

le ai vard Law School, where he received his LL. B. in 1920. 
1111111ediately a fter leaving Harvard Mr. Schw ab returned to Southern 
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California an<l entered the well-knom1 law firm of O' ?deh ·eny , »Iillikin & 
Tuller, and since 1925 he ha s been a partn er in thi s firm ,Yhich i:--now known 
as O 'Melveny , Tuller & Myer s. He specializes in muni cipal la,, · and ha· done 
a great deal of thi s kind of work. It is worth y of note that wh en :\ lr. Sch,Ya_b 
became a partner in the law firm he wa the )C'Ltno-est memb er o f th e o rgam-
zation , and the fifth to be admitted. and there arc now ten members. :111 of 
whom are prominent att orneys . 

· Mr . Schwab became City \ttorne y of Beverl y Hil ls in 1922 , sen·ing for 
two years. This was a very important peri od in the hi stNy o f Dcnrly Hill s, 
as during this time litigation was success full y carried out again t th e Rodeo 
Land and Water Company and the Bever ly Hi ll Uti lit y Compan y to comp el 
them to amplify the water supply. Aimexation to Loe: ngeles wa s a lso killed 
during his tenure in office as City .,_ ttorne), ancl the water situati on wa s defi-
nitely settled by the city purcha sing the wat er system from the R C'Cleo Land 
& vVater Company at a sati sfactor y price. 

In 1926 Mr. Schwab was elected a member of the Be verl y 1-Iills City 
Council for the four- year term, and ' on the 1·esignation of May or Spau lding 
in 1929 he was elected to succeed him as mayor. In 1930 he wa s re-elected 
mayor, and resigned in 1\IIarch, 1933, on account of ill hea lth . He therefore 
served, altogether, ab0ut seven years on the City Counci l, fo ur year s of which 
time he was mayor. 

While serving as chief executive of the city Mr. Schwab wa s instrumen-
tal in having the park strip along Santa Monica Boulevard started and com-
pleted, wh ich includes the celebrated electric fountain at the corner of Santa 
Monica and Wilshire Bou levards . Perhaps no one thing has given Beverly 
Hills much favorable publicity as this electric fountain, \\ hich was actively 
sponsored by Mr. Schwab. The civic center was entirely developed and for-
mulated during his tenure of office and the magnificent new city hall was 
erected by his administration. The plans for the new postoffice ·were drawn 
during his term of office and the contract for the erection of the structure was 
let while he was mayor . 

Mr. Schwab served for three years as a member of the Metropolitan 
Water District Board , for Beve rly Hills, and was the first secretary of the or-
ganization . He was also chairman of the legal committee of the Board, and he 
wa s largel1 instrumental in having an amendment pas sed which prevented 
Beverly Hills from being discrim inat ed against in water rates because of the 
higher assessed valuation in this city. He is considered an authority on water 
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and irrig ·1tion probl ems, o f which he has made a very careful study . 

l\Ir. Schwab is a founder member and a past pre si lent of the Beverly 
Hill s l\Icn 's Club. He is a member of the Presbyterian Community Church 
ancl se rv ed on the board of tru stees when the pre sent church edifice was 
erected. Fic belongs to the University Club of Los, ngeles and the Los \n-
gcle s Co untr y Club , is a member and past pre sident of the Chancery Club of 
\merica . He also holds mernber ~hip in the various Bar Asso ciation s, 

ancl is affiliat ed with the Kappa Delta college frat ernit y and the Phi Beta 
Kappa fraternit y. During the \\ orld \ .Var Ivir. Schwab served in the In-
fantr y as 2nd Lieutenant, and \\"as sta tioned at Camp Grant , Ill . 

flor ence Hunnewell, a nati ve of Philadelphia, became the wife of Ivir. 
Schw ab on l\Iarch 26, 1921. They hav e two childr en: \lice Hunn ewell and 
Paul Edward Schwab, Jr., both born in Beverly Hill s. 

Mrs. Schwab is an old re sident of Be, erly Hill s having come here in 
1920. She is the claug·hter of Theodore B. Hunnewell and a niece of the 
late VI/. B. Hunnewell , the latter a noted Beverly Hills pioneer who se 
Liography will be found elsevvhere in this work. She is a graduate of the 
old Los A ngeles State Teacher 's College, now U. C. L. A., and of the Uni -
versity of Southern California. Mrs. Schwab has taken a prominent part in 
the life of th e city. She was an early member of the Beverly Hills \I\Tomen 's 
Club, and ha s served on its Board; she was a founder member of the Beverl y 
Hill s University Club and has served as vice-pre sident , and two terms as 
presid ent; she ha s also taken an active part in Parent-Teachers' Ass ociation 
work, having been vice-president of this organization for the El Rodeo 
School. 

B. E. DAYTON 

Owner and operator of the B. E. Da yton Funeral Home, the subject of 
this sketch can properly be classed as one of the outstanding citizens of Bev-
erly Hills. Mr. Dayton is a native of Alexander Bay, New York, and the 
son of Lyman J. and Calista (Bolton) Dayton . After receiving a limited 
education Mr. Dayton worked on his father's farm in Iowa, whither the fam-
ily had moved when he was still a young man . A fter he left the famil y farm 
he tool~ up carpenter work · and later went into a furniture store at Brookl yn, 
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Iowa. The furniture store ultimatel y put in an und ert akin g department , of 
which he had charge. 

In 1904 he established an undertaking bu siness o f hi s om1 at Bro oklyn 
which he successfully conducted until 1918 when he came to H oll_\ \\"ood, Ca li-
fornia. He followed the undertaking business in Holly,rnod fo r ab out eight 
years, and in 1926 came to Beverly Hill s and pmchased the small estab lish-
ment of Ca rtwright & VVight, chang ing the name to B. E. Dayton , Inc. 

Five years ago Mr. Dayton erected hi s pre sent magnificent $ 100,000 fu-
neral home at 417 N. Maple Drive , Bever ly Hills. The building include s a 
very fine chapel , where services for the deceased ma y be held , a feature of 
which is a costly pipe-organ. The building ha s the appearance , in side and out, 
of an elaborate priv ate home, and nothing is overlooked as regards equipment 
and facilities for the proper conduct of the bu siness and comfort of hi s cli-
ents. Mr. Dayton 's motto is: "Per sonal Service " . As the busines s is ope r-
ated almost entirely by him self and member s of his family , it is possible to 
carr y out this policy in a literal sense. The auto 'mobile equipment of the 
busine ss consists entirely of Cadillac cars. 

Mr. Dayton is a member of the Beverly Hills Chamber of Co mmerce, the 
Rot ary Club, Mason s, Easte rn Star, and the Presbyterian Church. He was 
married to . Sara Calderwood, and the y have one son, Ralph E., who is active 
in his father's business. 

LA \ i\TRENCE SANFORD MEYRAN, D. 0 . 

The distinction of bein g the oldest osteopathic physician in Beverly Hills 
belongs to Dr. Lawrence Sanford Meyran, who came here in 1925 and opened 
offices at 445 Nor th Rodeo , where he is still located. His lar ge practice is 
limited to osteopathy and his preparation for his cho sen profe ss ion has been 
broad and thorough. During the ten years of his practice here he has en-
joyed the respect and esteem of his associates and the public. 

Dr. Meyran grad uated from the Chicago College of Osteopathy, receiv-
ing his D. 0. degree in 1911. He has also taken special courses in medicine 
and eye, ear, nose and throat work. He served a year's interneship in Chicao-o 
before go ing to Denver, where · he practiced his profession for three yea:s. 
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Next he practiced for six years in Montana. During his residence in that 
state he served a term as coroner of Baker , :i\tlontana. 

Dr. Meyran is licensed t0 practice in l\li ssouri , kansas, Montana , \i\Tash-
ington and California. 

At Miles City, Montana, in 1916. he was united in marriage to Olive 
Lester of Superior, \i\Tisconsin. They have three children: Lawrence, Jr. , 
Mary Ellen and Patricia Joan. Music and gardening are Dr. Meyran 's hob-
bies, as his home at 515 North Elm bears witness. 

Al sace Lorraine, France , is the birthplace of Lawrence Sanford Meyran , 
and February 22 , 1890, his natal da) .- His father was an officer in the French 
Anny. His mother was the former Mary Ellen Morand. While he was still 
a boy Dr. Meyran's family came to the United States and he attended high 
school in Chicago. Later he spent four years as a member of the Illinois Na-
tional Guard . 

Dr. Meyran is a member of the Episcopal Church, Beverly Hills Masonic 
Lodge, No. 528, and of the American Osteopathic Association. 

He has been in California since 1925. 

FRANK NURSE 

The oldest plumber in Beverly Hills in point of years of service is Frank 
Nurse, who came here in 1915. Ever since Mr. Nurse has been prominent 
in local commercial Ii fe and is regarded as one of the substantial business 
men of this city. 

His first connection here was with Charles H. Siegel, who had started 
the Beverly Plumbing- Company in 1912. This association lasted 
until 1928 when Mr. Nurse bought him out. The complete plumbing' and 
heating business Mr. Nurse now owns has been a real factor in the develop-
ment of Beverly Hills. It is located at 406 North Rodeo. 

Mr. Nurse learned his trade in Nottingham , England, where he was born 
February 22, 1879. He is the son of Isaac and Mary (Platts) Nurse and 
attended elementary and high schools in Nottingham, where his father was 
a mechanic. In 1899, in that city, he married Frances Crosland. They emi-
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o-rated to New York in 1907. Three year s lat er th ey arri, ·ed in L o \n gcles, 
but remained in that city only fi, e yea rs before makin g a perman ent location 
in Beverly Hills. 

City positions filled by Mr. Nurse ha ve been that of Plumbing In spect or. 
for a term of two years, and Examiner on the City Plumbers Licence Boa rd. 
vVhen he takes time off from business Mr. N ur se like s to fo:h and hunt. 

Mr. Nurse is a member of the Congrerrational Church and Be ,·erly Hills 
Chamber of Commerce. He is Past :Master of Maso nic Lodge No. 548 in 
1933, has been Chief Ranger of the Forre ster s, and is a memb e1· of the Easte rn 
Star and the \i\Thite Shrine. Mrs. N ur se is also active in th e Easte rn Sta1·, 
is Associate Matron of the Chapter at Venice . 

Mr. and Mrs. Nurse are the parent s of two chil<lren-f.'ranci s and 
Kathleen. 

GEORG E 0. KOLB 

Having made a signal success in business during the earlier years of hi s 
life, George 0. Kolb is now enjoying a well-earned leisme and the ability 
to indulge his likings and hobbies. He is one of the mo st influential citizens 
of this locality and gives much time to matters having to clo with the com-
munity welfare. 

Bowling and clogs are special intere st!, of Mr. Kolb. He describes him-
self as an amateur judge of Dog Show s. He ha s jud ged all breed s, both in 
the East and the \i\T est. He is a director of the Rus sian vVolf Hound Club 
of America and also of the Toy Spaniel Club. 

George 0. Kolb, born in 1878 in Philadelphia, is the son of J olm G. and 
Sarah (Kaiser) Kolb. Hi s family were the well-known bread manufac-
turers. The young man himself followed the same business in Hartford, 
Connecticut, Philadelphia, and other places. vVhen 25 years of age he went 
to Virginia and operated a baking plant there for six or seven years. 

Mr. Kolb retired from active busine ss when he sold his bakery interests 
in 1924 to the General Baking Company. After taking a trip around the 
world he came to Beverly Hills and acquired a handsome home at 1146 
Tower Road. 

A valued member of the Park Commission of Beverly Hills , Mr. Kolb 
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is also a member of the Lutheran Church , Beverly Hills Rotary Club, and 
Los Angeles Breakfast Club. 

During the \,\ orld \ i\Tar he was connected with the Food Adm inist ra-
tion in New Eng land States. 

\i\TEBSTER L. M \RXER, M. D. 

The career of Dr. Vleb ter L. :rviarxer contains the inter est and variety 
of a tale of adve nture . Since he commenced w0rking on a farm at the age 
of eig ht yea rs and \\"as "o n hi s own" at thirteen. it covers a range which in-
clud es coal mining, farm management , athletic records, college musical act ivi-
tie s, tours in seve ral foreign countries , and the practice of medicine. 

Dr. Ma rxer's ancestry is of A l at ian origin and his entire family h l '> 

been engaged in scientific fields. One ancesto r, a Polish general, was right-
hand man to the P01ish Emperor during the T hirty Years' War. 

T he subj ect of this sket ch was born October 22, 1907, at Caseyvi lle. 
Illinoi s, the son of Louis J. and Rose (Oger) Ma rxer. As a mere boy he 
,,.,orked on a farm. Since the age of 13 he has been independent of others' 
help. From 13 to 17 years of age, to put him self through high school , he 
managed a farm, the vvhile pur suing his studies. At the same time he man-
aged to set records in distance running in a Marathon. During the Vv orlcl 
\tVar he- worked in an Illinois coal mine, also being a lieutenant in the Re-
serve Officers Corps. 

He entered the college of St. Louis University and the University of 
Medicine of that city. During that period of his life Dr. Marxer was presi-
dent of a collegiate mu sical organization. He has traveled considerabl y in 
Alaska, and in Mexico and South Ame rica . Vocal music is Dr. Marxer's 
avocation and he has attained considerable recognition as an operatic voca l-
ist. 

A yea r of medical study in Eur0pe, at Copenhagen , preceded Dr. Marxer's 
arrival in California, July 1, 1930. Since th at elate he has been an instructor 
in Medicine at Loyola and the University of Southern California. He has 
hacl three active years in the County Medical Asso ciation and is affiliated with 
the County Hospital, St. Vincent's, and the Cedars of Lebanon . 

DL Ma rxer is a member of the Catholic Church. He is ,a Theta Kappa 
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Psi. On the 30th of September, 1933 , he married L enore Konti Bush-
man of Beverly Hills, at Riverside , California , daught er of Franci s X Bush-
man. Their tiny daughter, Linda , was born in September , 1934 . 

Although Dr . and Mrs . Marxer have resided in Bever!) Hill s only since 
February of this year they are rapidly being welcomed int o a wid e circle of 
friends. Their home is at 1023 South Bedford Str eet , whil e the doctor 's 
offices are in the California Bank Building . 

A fundamental thought which has governed Dr. M arx er throu ghout hi s 
Jife is that" Indispensability to one 's environment come s from within oneself" 
and is dependent upon the success the indi vidual ha s. acquired in th e conque st 
over himself. 

FRED M. SHELTON 

An outstanding citizen of Beverly Hills, and one ·who ha s taken an un-
usually prominent part in the life of the community, is Fred M . Shelton. I-:Ie 
was born at Danville, Kentucky, on July 20, 1880, the son of J . T. and Lu- ' 
cinda (Yaeger) Shelton. His father was a farmer and served on the grand 
jury for many years in Danville and was a very highly-esteemed citizen; he 
lived practically his entire life within half a mile of where he was born. His 
mother 's family were pioneers in Kentucky, and of Scotch-Irish descent. 

After graduating from Center College (Kentuck y ) Mr. Shelton went to 
Independence, Missouri, where he engaged in the furniture business witH his 
brother-in-law for about six years. He next went to Mexico City, where ' he 
established a very large retail and wholesale grocery business, catering prin-
cipally to the foreigners in that country. The firm, which was known as the 
American Grocery Company, also had a branch at Tampico, Mexico, which 
for some years Mr. Shelton took charge of. 

Coming to Calif0rnia in 1923 as a stop on what was to be a round-the-
world trip, Mr . Shelton was so charmed with this favored section that he 
never continued any further on his world tour, but located in Beverly Hills. 
For some years he engaged in the real estate business in this city with marked 
success, and it is worthy of note that he and his associates sold the first piei(e 
of property on Wilshire Boulevard in Beverly Hills, which bought a price of 



PART 2 - BIOGR . PI-IIC L 145 

a th ousand dollars a fr ont foot. bout ix ) ears ago he and J. E. Fenn estab-
li,shed the " Reel fa n Service Station ," one of the larg est and best-equipp ed 
businesses of it s kind in Beve rly Hills. 

1'Ir. Shelton ha s given much tim e and effo rt to th e improvement and up-
buildin g o f Beve rly Hills. He served as a member of the Cit) Council four 
yea rs, during the peri ocl when mo st of the City Parks \\'ere install ed, and a 
number of the municip al buildings "ere erected. 

He ha s long been a prominent Maso n. He was commander or the Com-
rnand ery at Tampico, Mex ico, and a Past Mas ter of the Maso nic Lod ge at 
Ind ependence , M issouri . H e organized and \Yas the first pre sident of the 
Shrine Club of Beverly Hill s. He belongs to the local Chamber of Commerce 
and is a pa st president of the Rotary Club. 

Mr . Shelton was married to Di xie Dixon of vVarrensburg, Misso uri . 
The y reside at the Beverly -\ i\!ilshire Hot el. 

E. L. PAYNE 

E . L. Pa yne , vice-president and mana ger of the Pa yne Furnace & Supply 
Compan y , with head of-fices at Bever ly Hills, directs the lar gest exclusive 
manufacturing plant for gas furnaces in the U nited States. The company 
origina lly began as a partner ship between his father, D. vV. P ayne, and him-
self, and was first established as a small sheet metal business at 328 East Sec-
ond Street , Los Angeles. Their capital consisted of about five hundred dol-
lar s, mostl y borrowed, a cred it of an equal amount with ! other firms, and: a 
very con siderable amount of energy, experience and good will. Gradually the 
business deve loped into the manufacturing of gas furnaces and the firm be-
came the pioneer in this line in Southern California. 

The business was ultim ately moved from East Second Stre et to No rth 
Los Angeles Street , and after several other moves, each time increasing the 
size of the plant , the busines s was finally establi shed in Beverly Hills Augu st, 
1925, where it now has about 46,000 feet o f floor space and employs an 
ave rage of over a hundred people, with a J)ayroll of around $150 ,000.00 per 
year. The company does a national and internation al busine ss. Branches 
are maintained at Santa Ana, P asade na and Long Beach, and a \Yholesale 
branch is located at San Francisco . \i\Tarehou ses are to be found at Denver. 
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Dallas, Buffalo (N. ·v.), Boston, Mass., and At lanta , Ga. \ Vhil e the bulk 
of the company's business is in the U nited State s, a con sider ab le portiotl.' of 
their product goes to foreign countries , including particularl y A u stra lia , ew 
Zealand and Canada. 

E. L. Payne was the inventor of seve ral devices. u sed in the Payne Fur-
naces, notably the electric push button control, which is an exclusi \·e feature 
of their product. He has taken a ve ry prominent part in the affa ir s of the 
American Gas Association, an organization whose efforts are de\ ·oted princi-
pally to controlling the safety feature s of gas appliances manufactured in the 
United States. This organization bestows what is known as the Blu e Stai· 
Seal of Approval on the products of gas appliance manufacture1· s which ' can 
measure up to their rigid requirement s. To obtain this distinction' · all new 
gas appliances must be tested and approved by the association. 

Ml'. Payne is a member of the general committee, as well as va1·ious 
sub-committees of the association. 

The subject of this sketch was born at York, Nebraska, on December 
26, 1894. His first ·work was in his native town, which \Yas begun at the 
age of thirteen. In 1909 he came to Lo s Ang eles and for som e time was 
employed by the hardware firm of Harper & Reynolds. He next was with 
the Frick-Fleming Hardware Store, and subsequently with the Hartfield 
Hardware & Plumbing Company, where his father was lik ewise empl oyed . 
After four years with the Southern Pacific Railroad he joined forces with 
his father, establishing the firm of D. Vv. Payne & Son. 

Mr. Payne is a member of various organizations, including the Beverly 
Hills Rotary Club, the .Beverly Hills, Los Angeles and United States Cham-
bers of Commerce. He is chairman of the manufacturers' section of the Pacific 
Coast Gas Association. He is the code authority 'for the Paci fie Coast for all 
gas appliances. 

He was married to Catherine Vallandicrham ·who comes of a historic 
0 ' 

American family. The children are: Gordon Leicrh Nancy Jean and Mary 
IT h' "-ay. 

GERARD R. COLCORD 

An architect who has achieved an enviable reputation, and one who has 
built up a very large clientele in Beverly Hills and elsewhere in Southern 
California, is Gerard R. Colcord, whose office is in the Beaumont Building. 

Mr. Colcord is a native of St. Loui s, Missouri and was born on Novem-
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ber 1, 1900. He is a son f \ \ alte r R. ancl [eta ( ·tr rel ) olcord. Hi 
fa ther wa a nat i\ ·e o f Chic a'.'°o and hi s m thc1· f t. Lo ui s, and the.:i n \\. 
re side in vVestwo od. 

Gerard R. Colcord recci\ ·ecl hi ea rly eclucat i n at th note d uh ·er 1\1ili-
tary Academ) of Indi ana. and wh en his parent s rnoYec\ t ali fo rni a he en-
ter ed the U niv ersit) of So uth ern ali f rni a. wh ere he att ende l fo r fo ur )e ar- . 
majorin g in architectu1· e. He ub sequ entl y tucliecl f r ix month at th e 
Ec ole De s Bea ux rt s in Pa 1·i .. fo llowin g which he tra\ ·eled in E ur ope for 
another six month s studying- yarious kind s of buildin g \esig11 in E uropea n 
citie s. 

From 1925 until ·1928 M r. Colcord was assoc iated \\ith ariou s ,Yell-
known arch itects, includin g . sa Hud son. J ohn C. A ustin. and R oy P rice. 
Six yea rs ago he opened hi s own office at Beve r!) H ills, and since th en has 
practiced on hi s ow n account. H is work is lar gely re sidenti al, and he has le-
signecl man y mag nificent home s for noted peopl e in differ ent part s o f South-
ern Ca lifornia. He recentl y compl eted a residence for Blanche Sweet . the 
movie star , and one of hi s out standing \\ or ks was a ranch home fon \ i\i ill'iam 
Boyd in Ventura County. He has designed a numb er of home for other s 
prominentl y identified with the moYing pictur e indu str y, includin g Ca rl 
Laemmle , Tod Browning and M ilt on Cohen. 

Mr. Colcord 's militar y service include s officers' trainin g at Burlington, 
Vermont, where he was in the 3d Cava lry of the U. S. Regular A rm y, sta-
tioned at Fort Ethan Allen in Bur lin gton. 

He belongs to the Beverly Hill s thletic Club, the Ki Phi college fra-
ternity, and the California State Assoc iat ion of A rchitects . He was marri ed 

· to Jeanne Marie Dumas , form er actre ss from New York City. 

EDvV ARD EDMUNDSON SPENCE 

Edward E. Spence , popular and energetic Mayor of Beverly Hills, is 
equipped to serve the people of his community both by personal qualifications 
and long familiarity with this section and its problems. Since 1913 he ha s 
been associated with the Rodeo Land and \i\Tater Company. After two yea rs 
he became its chief engineer and superintendent . During the period of 21 
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years Mr. Spence has developed 75 per cent of the Rodeo Lan d and \Yate r 
Compan y' s properti es in Beverly Hill s. 

A member of the City Council since 1923, Mr. Spenc e was ap point ee! 
fayor in 1932 after the resignat ion of Paul Schwab. As a public official 

Mayor Spence holds a high place in the esteem of local people, and ha s a 
host of friend s who va lue him at hi s true \\·orth . 

He is also known as a business executive, being mana ge r of the BeYerly 
Hills Nur sery, at 9900 \i\Tilshire Boulevard . It is not only the lar gest her e, 
but one of the lar gest retail nur series in Southern California. 

Ed ,vard Edmund son Spence is a nati ve of Kansas City , Kansas , born 
April 27, 1887, son of George E. and Ella E . (McGee) Spenc e. T he family 
remo ved to California two yea rs after his birth and hi s father ,vas in the 
hard war e busine ss and engaged in farming in Riverside Count y . 

The son graduated from the high school of San Jacinto , Ca liforni a, and 
attended Pomona College. In 1913 at San Ant onio , Texas, he was united 
in marria ge to Lorena A. Yo un g, of that city . They a re the parents of thr ee 
children: Charlotte E., 19, a student at Pamona College ; Edward E., Jr., 
14, who goes to Beverly Hills High Scho ol, and Nancy L., 7, a pupil at the 
Hawthorne Grammar Scool. Their home is at 504 No rth Crescent Dri ve. 

Mr . Spence is a member of the Community Presbyterian Church and 
the Rotar y Club. His frat ernal assoc iation s are with Masonic Lo dg e No . 
528 and Eastern Star No. 404 . 

He has a special intere st in outdoor sports. 

GEORGE 'vV. ELKINS 

A well and favorably known real estate operator of Beverly Hills, who 
ha s conducted his busine ss with mark ed success thr0twhout the depres sion is 
Geor_ge 'vV. Elkin~, whose office is located on the notthea st corner of Sa;1ta 
Mornca Bouleva rd and Bever ly Drive. 

Mr. Elkins is a nat ive of 'vVest Virginia and was born on November 30, 
1_899, the son of Jam es C. and Della (Do shier ) E lkin s. He is a distant rela-
ti ve of the lat e distinguished Senator Elkins of West Virginia. 

M r. Elkins completed hi s grammar and high school education in New 
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l\Iexico and at So uthwe ste rn l·ni, ·crsity, of Georgetown, Texas. His first 
bu ine ss ,,·as in \\ ichita f'all , Texa , where he followed the oil industr y and 
also wa s active in real estate . He ubsequently was in business at Brecken-
ridge. Texas. He came to Lo Angel es in 192 1 and the following year moved 
to Beverly Hills where he j oined the real estate firm of Pab st & l\..eith. \fter 
about one year in thi s connection he entered business for himself and has con-
tinued until the pr esent tim e. He i one of the oldest men in this line in Be,-
edy Hill s in length of service. 

N[ r. Elkins ha s taken a very active part in va riou s organizations. He has 
the d ist incti on of having been the youn gest pre iclent ever elected of the Bev-
er ly Hills Real Estate Board and also of the Beverly Hills Kiwanis Club. He 
is an actiYe member of the Chamber of Commerce and belongs to the Eco-
nomic Round Table of Los \ngel es. His fraternal affiliations are with the 
Masons and the Shriners, and in College he belonged to Pi Kappa Alpha. 
During the \ !\!oriel \ i\f ar he served for about six month s in the infantry. 

He was married to Anita \ iVilson, of Santa Monica, on November 22, 
1925. Three children have been born of this union: Nancy Anita , George 
vVilliam, Jr., and Virginia Cynthia Elkins. The last two are twins. 

He is of sufficient importance to be one of tho se young business men of 
whom a sketch is made in the official \Vho's \ iVho among the Young Men of 
the Nation. 

D. 'vV. PAYNE 

D. vV. Payne, pre sident of the Payne Furnace Company, is a nati ve of 
New York state and the son of l\llyron Payne, who was a cabinet make1· ·and 
woodcraft ,vorker. 

The subject of this sketch was taken to Nebraska by his parents when 
he was about four years old, and his father took up a homestead in the south-
eastern part of the state near Seward. D. Vv. Payne lived in Nebraska until 
about 25 years ago, when he came to California. 

As a young man Mr. Payne was a carpenter and contractor , and also 
engaged in the plumbing, sheet metal and allied trades. In his early days he 
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wa s a profe ssional bicycle pacer and he manufactur ed some of the first bicycle s 
put on the mark et. 

After comin o- to California he worked fo r seve ral firm s, incluclin rr the 
1:, 

Hartfield Hardware & P lumbin g Compa ny, where hi s . on. E . L. Pay ne. was 
also employed. Together they rnb sequently estab lished the firm kn own as 
D. W. Payne & Son, which \\·as originall) pur ely a sheet metal bu siness but 
was grad ually developed into the Payne F urna ce & Suppl y Co., a foll acco unt 
of which will be found under the biography of E .L. Payne, now the mana ge r 
and actiYe hcaJ cf the bu siness. 

Ro sa Soucie became the wife of D. 'vV. Payne and the y ha, e the fo llow-
ing sons and daughters: H. B. Payne , M r:,:. Me rle M. Pitcher , E. L Pay ne 
and Mrs . Margaret fohler. 

ED'vV \RD JOH N H UMivIEL 

In one of the greate st callings to which a man can devot e hi s efL'.ort,s , 
Edward John Hummel, Beverly Hill s' Superintendent of Schools, has 
achieved •distincti ve success. 

Mr. Hummel ha s combined commercial experience with a uni ve rsity 
training in preparing him :,:elf for the responsible position he hold s. His edu-
cational background include s att endanc e in gramm ar schools of Los A ngeles, 
Southern Californi a Preparatory School, Univer sity of Southern California 
(A. B. degree, 1913) , Columbia University (A. M. , 1914), and con siderable 
work toward hi s Doctor 's degree. He is a member of Sigma Chi and Phi 
Delta Kappa fraternities , the latter being an honor ary educaticnal frat er -
nity. 

In Septemb er, 1914, he was elected as Supervirnr of Ph ys ical Training 
in Santa Barbara City Schools, remaining three years. From 1917-1 9 he was 
at Whittier U nion High School as a teacher of Social Studies; 1919-21 in 
the automobile bu siness in Whittier and Fullerton, and from 1921-25, in-
structor in Santa Ana Junior College and High School. He was then en-
gaged as Superintendent of Schools of thi:,: city and ever since has been re-
tained in that position. 

Mr. Hummel is a native Californian, born in Orange, December 26, 1890 
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P hillip J. and Emma (Den-en) H umm el are his parents. His maternal grand-
fat her \\·as one of the early settl ers at Fort Dearborn (Chicago). His father 
was in the emp loyment agency business in Los ngeles. · 

U pon o-radu ation from Columbi a he \\ as united in marriage June 24, 
19 14, in Los .-\n geles, to Hazel 1argue ri te Lander s of that city. They are 
the parent of three children: Dorot hy Alice, Robert Edward, and Edward 
J., Jr. The fa mily home is at 345 South Doheny Drive. 

The summ er of 19 18 aw l\fr. Hummel in Officers' Training Camp at 
the Pre sidio, Sa n Franci sco, an I in the fa ll of that year he became director 
o f military training in W hitti er Un ion H igh Scho ol. 

M r. H umm el has been active in local orga nizat ions. He is _a member 
of the Beve rly Vi sta Comm unit y Church , Chamber of Commerce, Rot ary 
Club, Bever ly Hills Men 's Club , Maso nic Lodge No. 528. 

He is a lif e member of the Department of Superintendence of the Na-
tional Ed ucatio n Asso ciati on, a member of the State Council of the Califor-
nia Teac hers' Asso ciation, a memb er and past pre sident of the Los Angeles 
Cou nty Sc hool Administrator s and Supervisors Asso ciation , and of the 
Schoolma sters Club of Southern Califo rnia . He is on the Board of Direc-
tors of the VVilshir e District Y . M. C. A., and a director of Crescent Bay 
Council of Boy Scouts. 

Tennis is Mr. Hummel' s favorite outdoor pastime. The stud y of Hi s-
tor y, Economics, Philosophy and Sociology is his hobby . 

• H. A. REED 

A real estate ope rator of Beverly Hill s, who has built up a very success-
ful bu sine ss, particularly with the moving pictur e colony is H. A . Reed , ·whose 
office is located at 344 North Beverly Dri ve. 

H. A. Reed was born at Loui sville, Kentucky, on October 8, 1897, the 
son of A ndrew A . and Le via O'Sweeney. He received his early schooling. 'at 
New A lbany, Indiana , and also att ended the University of Louis ville, and the 
Indiana State University. 

During the Vvorld \ ;\Tar he served in the Naval Aviation as a senior lieu-
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tenant , and was stationed at Pen sacola Far Rockawa y and oth er places. He 
was qualified both for light er and heavier-t han-a ir craft. 

For some time after the terminati on of the war Mr. Reed \Yas station ed 
at San Die go as personnel officer in char ge of Service Cra ft. Fo llowing hi s 
discharge from gove rnm ent ser vice he engaged in the hotel bu siness, success-
ively at San Bernardino , Bra,Yley and at Noga les, Me xic o. 

\rVith the exception of about two year s spent in th e constructi on bu siness 
at Miami , F lorida, 1/fr. Reed has eng age d in th e real estate bu sin ess at Bev-
erly Hill s for the past eight year s, and among hi s numerou s cfo;tingui shed 
client s may be noted Rudy Va llee, Lo,, ell Sherman, Graucho Ma rk s, U ohn 
McHugh , \.Varner Baxte r and B. L. \ \ inchell , the latt er an imp ortant exec u-
tive of the Remington Rand Compan y. 

Mr. Reed is a member of the Bever ly Hills Real Estate Boa rd , Bev erly 
Hills Athletic Club, and his fraternal affiliations are with the Masons. 

JOH N H. (U:t\CLE J \CK) GROUT 

Enough material for several novels would appear to be contained in the 
lif e story of John H. Grout. But, instead of putting his adventures into 
print, "Uncle Jack, " as he known hereabouts, is now living .retired. 

Mr. Grout was born in Beverly, Massachusetts, December 4, 1857. His 
people came over in 1830 from London , England, and one of his ancestors 
was Dr. John Grout, surgeon , who fought in the Battle of Bunker Hill. Mr. 
Grout's education commenced in th e public schools and Latin school of Bos-
ton , and Chauncy Hall school and St. John sbury Aca demy . 

Then came 18 years on the Boston Herald followed by several years as 
city editor of va riou s papers. Nex t he went to Mexico as Division Clerk of 
th e Mex ico Central Railroad at Tampico . After this he became Paymaster 
of the Louisiana Lighterage & Jette Company at that place, remaining tvvo 
years . 

Con sular service followed: Bermuda, 1893; Malta, 1898; Odes sa, 1908; 
M ilan (Italy), 1914; Santand er (Spain), 1917; Hull (England), 1919. He 
then retired . Upon leavin g the Consular service in 1924 Mr. Grout received 
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Resoluti ons from the citizens of Hull, which are among his most trea sured 
possess ions. He arrived in California Jul y 1, 1924, coming immediately to 
BeYerly Hills. 

1\fr. Grout is a past pre sident of the Foreign Consular Association (Hull , 
E ngland) , and \Yas an organizer of the \meric an Chamber of Commerce 
in It aly, August 12, 19 15. 

In 1904 , at Ventnor, the Isle of \ i\Tight , he was united in marria ge to 
Kitty E mily Austi n of Kent , England . T hey are the parents. of two sons : 
John Al free!, 27, and Austin Monr oe, 25. The latte r has become prominent as 
a radi o singer. The family home is at 130 South \i\Tillaman . 

Mr. Grout is an Epi scopalian . In fraternal life he is the oldest Past 
l\fa ster of Marn nic Lod ge No. 2755 , Malta ; also founder ou the lodge. He 
is Pa st Deputy District Grand \i\T arden , Grand Lod ge of Malta , and has gone 
through all chairs up to Knight Templar, including District Grand Lodge. 

Clean politics is Mr. Grout's hobby. 

MRS. L. D. vVESTREM (LAUR A DUNN) 

Beverly Hills received a very desirable addition to its citizenship when 
Mrs . L. D. vVestrem located here. She has shown herself a remarkably suc-
cessful real estate woman, with energ y and a progres sive spirit which have 
<Tai necl for her the uni form respect of all who know her. Her offices are at 
I::> 
9730 Santa Monica Boulevard. 

Laura Dunn was born in Baltimore , Maryland, December 28, 1885, the 
daurrhter of Miller and Sadie (Hazel) Dunn . Her father was a railroad 

I::, 

man. 
Her arrival in California elates back to 1906. Soon thereafter she be-

came a nurse in the office of Dr. L. D. Hollingsworth in Los Angeles and held 
that position for eighteen years. 

The doctor lost a competent and efficient nurse when, in 1927, Mrs. vVes-
trem came to Beverly Hills. For a time she was in the real estate business with 
Arthur Kelley but later branched out into business fo rher self. From the first 
she has prospered, and has become a Beverly Hills institution. 
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H . RRY H. KE lVI 

The subject of this sketch, Ha rr y H. Kern , is a nat i\·e o f l\Ia con, l\I is-
souri , and was born on J anuary 2 1, 1898. He is the rn n of Jame s P. and 
E, elyn L. Keb. His father was a merchant for many year s in ;-.li. souri an l 
hi s mother is now living in Californi a. 

After completing his education at the U ni versity of l\I issouri , l\Jr. l, em 
worked in th e oil fields of Oklahoma and Texa s fo r about a yeai-. In 19_0 
he came to San Fra ncisco to become represent ati ve of an Ea stern paper mill 
company on th e Pa cific Coast. Four ) ears lat er the rea l estate firm of Kem 
& Elkins, Inc. , was organized at Beve rly Hill~ , and in 193 0 he bought out 
hi s partri er and chan ged the name of the bu siness to Harry H. Kem & Com-
pan y, Ltd. 

Mr. Kem enjo ys a large and var ied real esta te and insurance client ele. 
The latter encl of his business has been built up afte r yea rs o f 1 car efu1 atten-
tion to the insuranc e needs of hi s friend s, and he now has one of the largest 
insur ance businesses in Beverly Hills. 

Mr: Kem belon gs to the var ious real estate and insur ance orga nization s 
and is a prominent member of the Beverly Hills Chamber of Comm erce. His 
fraternal affiliation s are with the Maso ns and Shriners. During the vVorld 
Wa r he was in training at the Av iati on Ground School at the U ni ver sity of 
Illinoi s. 

He was married to Geraldine Newton, of Spok ane, vVashington, and 
they are the parent s of two children: H arry H., Jr., and Geraldine N evvton 
Kem, both born in Los Angeles. 

ALBERT OSCAR FARMER, D. D . S. 

A worthy repre sentative of the dental profe ss ion is Dr. A lbert Oscar 
Farmer, president o f Beverly Hills Dental Society, who ha s built up an en-
:'iable clientele since he opened offices in th e Beverly Profe ssional Building 
111 193 1 for the general practice of dentistry. 

Before making a permanent location in thi s city, Dr. Farm er practiced 
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for four and a ha! f yea rs in the Roo sevelt Building, Lo s Angeles. He ob-
tain ed his D. D . S . in 192 7 at the University of Southern Califo'rnia. He 
was pr esident of the Senior class in the Dental College. 

Dr. Farmer wa s born August 27, 1903, in Los Angeles. 0. 0. Farmer , 
his fath er , was a civil engineer. His mother , the former Nellie Worst. After 
attending elementary schools the boy graduated from Inglewood High School. 
Durin g the \Vorld War Dr. Farmer was a lieutenant in the R. 0 . T. C. 

Organizations with which Dr. Farmer is affiliated are the Congrega-
tional Church , the Elks Lodge , Fox Hill s Country Club, and Psi Omega and 
Alpha Tau Epsilon fraternitie s. Golf is admittedly his hobby. 

This year, on June 21st, at Yuma, J\rizona, Dr. Farmer was united in 
marriag e to Nelda Jeffrey of Los Angeles. Mrs. Farmer is known to a wide 
circle of friends for her talent and charm , while the Doctor has attained a 
hi gh standing among the profe ssional men of the city. Their home is at 9905 
Robbins Drive. 

CHARLES C. (BEN) BOLLM AN 

Charles C. Bollman , popular and efficient manager of the Beverly Hills 
Branch, Automobile Club of Southern California, heads an organization 
which boasts approximately 3500 members in the territory served by his office. 
From a small beginning, thirteen employees are now necessary to take care of 
the wants of its numerous member s. For this notable growth, the enterprise 
of Mr. Bollman is largely responsible. 

The Beverly Hills branch was established December 15, 1927, with Mr. 
Bollman as manager . Previously, for three years, he had been a salesman for 
the Southern California Automobile Club. He arrived in Los Angeles in 
1924. 

Mr . Bollman was born in Elgin , Illinois , December 8, 1892. Ben and 
Maude (Fenlon) Bollman are his parents. The boy graduated from the 
grammar school of Rockford, Illinois, where his father was in the creamery 
business . Subsequently he attended Northwestern Military Academy at Lake 
Geneva, \,Visconsin, and the Uni versity of \ i\lisconsin, at Madison. His ex-
perience in the commercial world includes five years as a tire salesman, in 
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Iow a, for the Ke lly Springfield Tire Compan y. 
From May 10, 1917, until February 28 , 19 19, fr. Bo llm an was sta -

tioned at Fort Sheridan, Illinoi s, and 5e\"eral ot her po t . He \ Ya S Cap tai n of 
In fantry when discharged. 

In 192 1, at Ottum\\a Iowa , he wa united in marria ae to Helen Xel son 
of that place. Their home is at 1042 Carol Drive, Lo s An gele . 

Mr. Bollman is active in the Rotary Club and also in Dever ly H ills 
Chamber of Commerc e, which he sen ·ed for tw o yea rs a~ director. H is fra-
ternal connection s are with Zeta P si. 

Although manager of an automobile club , hor seback riding i 1VI r. Boll-
man 's hobb y. 

BERT J \ ME S FIR:tvll GE R 

Althou gh he has been City Clerk since 1924, and twice re- elected to that 
office, Bert Jame s Firminger commenced hi s career as a railro ad man. The 
exactne5s and dependability associated with that profe ssion have sto od him in 
good stead in more recent years. 

By appointment, Mr . F irminger became the first Secretar y-Ma nager of 
Beverly Hills Chamber of Commerce, Jul y 1, 1923. The foll ow ing April he 
was elected City Clerk, being re-elected in 1928 and 1932. \~hen the new 
City Hall was built , three years ago, Mr. Firminger had much to do with 
purchasing and insta lling the equipment. 

The Island of Jerse y is the birthplace of Bert J. Firmin ge r. He wa5 
born March 2, 1882, the son of James Thomas and Be1·tha Loui se (Trowell) 
Firminger. His schoolin g was received in Missouri, however , as- his father 
had become a merch ant in St. Louis. 

Mr. Firmin ger's first employment was in the Railroad Tr affic Depart-
ment of the Missouri Pacific Railroad in St . Louis and Kan5as City. Durino-
hi s residence in that sta te he was a member of the 7th Regiment of National 
Guar ds of Misso uri . When he left in 1918 to locat e in Beverly Hills he had 
been for eighteen yea rs with the Mi5souri Pacific at Kansas City and St. 
Louis. 

In Los Angele s Mr. Firminger again entered railroading. Fifteen months 
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in the Claim Department of the Santa Fe was followed by three years as City 
Freight \ gent of the Denver & RioGrande \ iVestern Railroad. This peisition 
he res igned to accept appointment as Secretar y-Manag er of Beverly Hills 
Chamb e1· of Commerce. 

I7raternal affiliations of M r. Firminger are with the Masonic Lodge , of 
which he wa s 1'1aster in 1925. He attends the Episcopalian Church, is Presi-
dent of Be \·erly Hills Men 's Club , a member of the local Cha,'mber of Com-
merce , Sa nta Mon ica Swimming Club , and the Municipal Finance Officers' 
Assoc iat ion. 

M rs. F irmin ge r, whom he mar ried Oct ober 13, 1913, was formerly Mil-
dred Clarke , daughter of Mr. and Mrs . Henry C. Clarke, pioneers of thi s sec-
tion who , in 1907 , built the first privately-financed home in Bevedy Hills , at 
718 North C1·escen t Drive. They are the parents of two daughters. Patricia 
A nn, 19, is a junior at the Un iversity of California at Los Angeles, and Jane 
Clarke, 8, attends Beverly Hills Grammar School. The family residence is 
at 512 No1·th Roxbury Drive , where Mr. Firminger indulges his love of gar-
dening. Fishing is another hobby. 

JAMES L. KENNEDY 

As a member of the present Cit y Council, first president of the Business 
Property Owners' Association, and past president of the Chamber of Com-
merce, James L. Kennedy has worked untiringly since 1921 for the civic ad-
vancement of Beverly Hills. 

Coming to California in December of 1920, from Minneapolis, Minn. , 
where he had been a prominent operator in the brokerage business, dealing 
with carload lots of apples and potatoes, Mr. Kennedy came to Beverly Hills 
in the spring of 1921 and with his brother-in-law, VVilliam B. Camfield, built 
a block of stores in the 9400 block on Santa Monica Boulevard. 

For five years he was president of Kennedy-Pritchard, Inc., and made 
many of the important realty transactions when the city was in its period of 
rapid growth. Later, when there was a crying need for a high school, he 
was appointed special representative for the city, for the Chamber of Com-
merce, the \i\Toman's Club and the service clubs to secure the erection of s't1ch 
a school in Beverly Hills. 

Dorn February 26, 1880, in the backwoods of the timbered part of On-
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tario , Canada, near Uxbridge, the son of Samuel S. and Marga ret Kenned y, 
he finished high school in Uxbridge and then went to Ch icago. There he 
started as an office boy with the Corn Product s Company, and ,yorked up to 
the district managership of California , Oregon and \,Vashin gto n, introducin g 
Karo Corn Syrup in those states 32 years ago . 

Mr. Kennedy married Mary G. Ebber s, in Quincy, Illin ois, on A pril 25, 
1910. Their first son, Donald H., was born May 6, 191 1, and is now on 
the staff of the Beverly Hills Citizen. Their second son, \i\ illiam A., born 
February 23, 1916, died in November o f 1929 . 

Elected city councilman in April , 1932, for a four-year term , Mr. Ken-
nedy is chairman of the park department and of the fire department com-
mittees. 

A bout eight years ago , after a trip through Canada, he int rod uced lo-
cally the ancient sport of bowlin g on the green , which from a hobby clevel-
oped into an absorbing intere st. In 1933 he was a member of the four-ma n 
team that ·won the United States champion ship in the Centur y of Prog ress 
tournament. In 1932 he ·won the open singles world 's champions hip in the 
matche s held in conjunction with the Olympic games. He ha s also been a 
winner of a number of Southern California annual tournament s. He was 
president, for 1932-33, of the Southern California Lawn Bowling Ass ocia-
tion , and is serving now as 1933-34 president of the State Lawn Bov.rling 
Association, which numbers about 1600 lawn bowlers in it s member ship. 

O'NE ILL BARN\tVELL 

Safeguards in building construction, again st earthquake shocks, have been 
advocated by O'Neill Barnwell as far back as 1925. Some of these protective 
measures have now been adopted and have become standard practic e since the 
Long Beach earthquake of 1933. An early intere st in the public good did not 
need a major cata strophe to arouse him to the need of safety measures . 

Mr. Barnwell, second oldest head of a city department in Beverly Hills 
came here in 1923 as Building Inspector. His foresight and thorou ghne ss 
are assets in the responsible position he holds. 

Born January 9, 1882, in Fernandina, Florida, Mr. Barnwell is the son 
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of \\' oot hYard and I sabel (O'Neill) Barnwell. His father was a farmer in 
South Carolina and F lorida. 

Yo un g O'Neill took his prep arat o1") chool ,rnrk at the University of 
the South, Sc\\·anee, Tenne ·see. Between 1898 and 1904 Mr. Barnwell worked 
as an electric ian in Charle ston ( S . Car.). Jacksonvi lle (Fla.) and St. Louis 
(Mo.). He wa s a stud ent instr uct or at the U niver sity of Missouri, 1906-07. 
In 1909 he obta ined hi s B. S . degree from that University . Immediatel y he 
came to Cal ifornia , teachin g then in California In stitute of Technology at 
Pa sadena for a couple of year s. Next he taught in a St. Louis High School 
for seve n years. Back to Pa sadena in 1918 and into the construction busi-
ne ss for five years . 

Professiona l affiliations of Mr. Barnwell are with the Structural Engi-
neers Soc iety of Ca lifornia, Pacific Coa t Bui lding Officials Conference , In-
ternational Assoc iati on of Electrical In spectors , and Plumbing Inspectors ' 
Association of Ca lifornia. He is a member of the Episcopa l Church . 

l\!Irs. Barnwe ll, to whom he was united in marriage at St. Louis in 1908, 
is the former Caro line Gruner. Their home is at 9241 Burton 'Nay. Mr. 
Barnwell owns a bunga low court in Pasadena, a home in Los Angeles, ~nd 
var ious vaca nt properties in that city. 

Two diverse and very interesting hobbies of Mr . Barnwell are gro,~ ing 
avocadoes and wr itin g. 

JOAN BLACKMORE 

Known throughout this district for her efficiency as a business woman, 
Joan Blackmore's training and background have been largely in the field of 
art and dramatics. She has been one of the mainstays of the City Engfoeer 's 
nffice since 1924. It was, in fact, organ ized and installed under her direction. 
Likewis e, the first street improvement act in Bever ly Hi lls was executed under 
her supervision . For her capabilities and fine qualities of character (Miss) 
Blackmore has won a warm place in the esteem of those who know her. 

Theatrica l work is Miss Blackmore 's hobby . She is a -charter member 
of the Deverly Hills Commu nit y Players and was for five years a director in 
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that mo vement . She is also a director in the Los Anrreles Co unt y D rama 
Asso ciation, and gives it much of her tim e ancl effort. 

Toledo, Ohio , is the birthplace of J oan Black more , wh o is the daughter 
of Le wis J. and Teresa (Siegfried) Paratschek . He r fat her is a retir ed elec-
trical contractor. He is a nati ve of Prague, u tria. while her mother was 
from Bavaria. Joan , their daughter , att ended parochial schoo l, hi gh school 
and business college at To ledo, and then took art course s in the Art I\Iu eum 
there. Her arri val in California dates back to 19 19. 

Among her first ·work in thii stat e was empl oyment at th e Ha l Roach 
Studio in an Indian serial called "vVhite Eagle". Three yea rs she work ed 
for Richard Walton Tull y, the playw right, and while with him had about 
eight months' dramatic stock experience in va riou s compani e!". She has mod-
ered for the Los Ang eles Polytechnic High School evening class in A rt. Then, 
in 1924, to the City Engineer 's office. 

M iss Blackmore attends the Christian Science Ch urch and is a member 
of the Beve rly Hills City E mployees;. ssociat ion. She lives at 344 Sou th 
Doheny Drive . 

WALTER G. McCARTY 

Subdivision and construstio n acti, ities of vValter G. McCarty extend 
over Los Angeles as well as the Beverly Hills area. He early entered the real 
estate subdivi sion business, has done at least fifty subdivisions,and has been 
continuously in such work longer than any realtor in Los A ngeles. 

Florencita Park , in 1903, was Mr. McCarty's first vent ure in subdivision . 
For a number of yea rs he operated from Jefferson to Slau son Ave. and from 
Ma in to Vermont Avenue and put on appro x imately ten subdivisions in that 
territory. He laid out the first subdivision s on \ i\Testern Avenue, from Wil-
shire to Beverly Boulevard . In the Beverly and vVilshire district he has oper-
ated since 1908. 

Tracts most recently subdivided by Mr. McCarty are vVilshire Vi sta, Bev-
erly Vista , and Beverly Hills Speedway. 

With his associates, Mr. McCarty in 1922 purchased one-fourth of all 
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of the To\\'n of Beverly Hills and s.ubdi, ided it. He is the second large st tax-
paye r in ti s city at th e pre sent time . 

J\lfr. McCarty is the pr esident of th e \ i\Talter G. NicCar ty Corporation , 
subdividers , with offices at 9508 \ Vilshire Boulevard. 

The subject of thi s sketch is a nati ve of Maso n City, Iowa , born J anuar y 
28, 1882, the s.on of J ohn A. and Frances E. ( Heitche\\) McCa rty. Hi s family 
mo ved to this s.tate when he was but three yea rs of age, his father enterin g the 
real esta te bu siness in Los Angeles. The boy attended the elementary schools 
of that city , grad uating from Commercial High and Los Angeles High 
School s. 

On September 21 , 1918 , at Los Angeles, he was united in marria ge to 
Florence A . Barr of Seattle , \Vashingt on. Mrs. McCarty is a life member of 
Beverly Hills vVoman's Club. 

The home of Mr. and Mrs. McCart y at 1501 Lexington Road is a show 
place of Beverly Hill s. Called "T he Deoclars ," it covers six acres and is one 
of the mo st beautiful ancl elaborate Italian residences in Southern California. 

Memberships held by Mr . McCarty are in the Los Angeles Countr y Club 
and the Chamber of Commerce and Real Estate Board of Lo s Angeles and 
the Beach Club. Golf and spo rts are fayorite diversions. when the press !of 
business affairs permits. 

A n outstanding development accompli sed by Mr. McCart y was the build-
ing and completion of the Beverly-\Vilshire Hotel , opened to the public Jan-
uary 1, 1928. Constructed , owned and operated by him , it is the mos.t elabor-
ately built and furnished hotel in the United Stat es. It covers the entire 9500 
block on \ i\Tilshire , in Beverly Hills , contains nine floors and two basement s, 
350 hotel rooms and apartments, and has eight s.hop s and six publid rooms. 
Ground, building and furnishings cost $3 ,750 ,000.00. 

A man eminently successful, who has made good in the locality th at has 
been hi s home from infancy , Mr. McCarty can view with pride the out stand-
ing accomlisphments that have been his. 

A. CURTIS SMITH 

Among the attorneys. of Beverly Hills , A. Curtis Smith has sho,vn a 
high degree of energy , application and conscientious endea vor and is regarclecl 
as one of the most valuable professional men of the communit y. 

Immediately upon his arrival here, in 1929, Mr. Smith became associated 
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with Richard C. Waltz in a general law pr actic e. So quickl y- d id he make a 
place for him self in local affairs that he has been , since 19 30 , \ sistant C it:)' 
A ttorne y of Beverly Hills, under fr . V\ altz. 

Mr. Smith is also a factor in Boy Scout wo rk , being Scout m aste r of 
Troop N o. 51, Beverly Hills. Boy dev elopm ent is a theme clsoe to 1\fr . mith's 
heart. Fishin g and mountain climbing are also hobb ies which combin e well 
with hi s other interests 

A. Curtis Smith was born in Seattle , \ t\lashington , Feb ru ar y 9 , 1905. the 
son of Alfred C. and Ma ry ( \ t\laugh) Smith. \ t\lhen the boy wa s five yea rs of 
age the family came to California. Hi s father was an employee of the Pac if ic 
Electric in Los A ngeles. 

A fter graduating fr om Chaffe y High Sch ool of O nt a ri o. fr. Smith 
took his A. B. at Pomona College and secured hi s L. L. B. at Ha r va rd Law 
School 

Mr. Smith is a memb er of the Congre ga ti onal Church and Beve rly H ills 
Men's Club . He lives at 315 South Reeves Drive. 

FRED NASON 

With 25,000 square feet of storage capacit y, and affiliations all up and 
down the Pacific Coast and in principal citie s throughout the world, th e Bev-
erly Hills Transfer and Storage Company is an in stituti on of which man y a 
larger city might be proud. The concern belongs to Beverly Hills people of 
whom· Fred Nason is principal owner, pre sident and m anag er. His bu sines s 
sagacity and for esight have been lar gely responsible for the firm 's' rem ark-
able growt h during the last decade. 

The company started busine ss with one truck when, in 1924 , it was organ-
ized by Stanley Ander son , H arrison Lew is, Harry Mortson and J am es R. 
Martin. On Jun e 15, 1925 , the busin ess was incorporated for $75,000.00. In 
1928 Mr. Nason became inter ested in the compan y and worked up to hi s pre-
sent position . At . the pre sent time it has ten pieces of equipment, cover s the 
wes t end of Lo s A ngeles and operate s up and down the Coast. The firm's 
office is Jo cat ed at 350 Foothill Road . 

Fred Nason is a native son, born in H ollywood March 18, 1905 , the 
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son of M. C. and Je ssie D. (Stevens) Nason. His father for a time was 
a produce jobber in San Diego, San Francisco and Seattle. Later he became 
automobile distributor for Hupmobile for Southern California, Ar izona 
and New :Nlexico. Grammar and High Schools of Hollywood were at-
tend ed by the boy. In 1927 he graduated from U nivers ity of Southern 
California with the degrees A. B. and B. S . He vvas first ' known here as 
a real estate broker, but remained in that business. only six months. 

Mrs. Nason, too , has a background in Beverly Hills histor y. She was 
formerly Violette John son, daughter of Fred R. John son ( now of Long 
Beach) who built the old Beverly Hills city hall. Her marriage to Mr. Nason 
took place in this city October 16, 1928. They are the parents. of two sons, 
Freel, Jr. , and Richard A llen. 

Mr. Nason is prominent in Beverly Hills Chamber of Commerce, the 
Rotar y Club, and "in local Community Chest activities. Fraternal affiliations 
are with Sigma Chi and Trojan Knights. He owns a hand some home at 
224 South LaPeer Drive. 

Hunting and fishing are Mr. Nason's favor ite outdoor pastimes. 

EDWARD P AU L DENTZEL 

· Sixty-five residences have been constructed by Edward Paul Dentzel in 
Beverly Hills, north of Santa Monica Boulevard, in the last twelve years. 
This achievement-one to be justly proud of-puts Mr. Dentzel in the front 
rank of local construction firms. His office it at 453 North Rodeo. 

,After arrival in Beverly Hills in 1923, Mr. Dentzel built homes for 
himself three times. So rapidly were they spoken for that he did not 
occupy any one of them . For a time he lived at 809 Camden Drive, then 
built at 710 North Palm Dri ve and remained there until 1933. He then 
built and is now occupying the handsome residence at 910 North Roxbury. 

Mr. Dentzel has. been close to the construction business from childhood 
up. Gustave Dentzel, his father, was a builder of amusement resorts through-
out the United States. The son worked with his father for about fifteen 
years. He then went into the general contracting business in Pli.ilaclelphia, 
the city of his birth, for three years. He was born June 9, 1881, his mother 
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beino- the former Ol a-a Fassler. He attended Temple Co llege. During the b b 

vVorld Vvar he saw service in the merchant marine . 

His first arrival in California dates back to 1914, but it \\"as not un t il 
1920 that he came here to remain. He engaged in the construction business 
in Hollywood for three yea rs , and then definitely located in Be\ ·erly Hills. 

Mrs. Dentzel was formerly Emma vVagner of Philadelphia. They were 
married in that city in 1911 and are the parents of two sons : Ca rl, 21 , who 
lives here, and vVilliam, 13, a st udent of Beverly Hills High School. 

Organizations with which Mr. Dentzel is identified are the Community 
Church, Chamber of Commerce, the Elks Lodge, Beverly Hills Men's Club 
and Casa Del Mar Club. He maintains membership s in the Maso nic Club 
of Hollywood and Masonic Blue Lodge of Philadelpia. 

Political positions held by Mr. Dentzel have been that of City Treasurer 
in 1932. He was appointed a Cou ncilman to fill the vaca ncy caused by the 
resignation of Paul Schwab, and in 1933 was re-elected to that office 

Fishing and mountain climbing are the favorite outdoor diversions 
of Mr. Dentzel. 

KARL LEvVIS, M. D. 

One of the best known medical men in Beverly Hills is Dr. Karl 
Lewis , who came here more than ten years ago. He first opened offices at 
1334 Burton vVay, but has been in the Beverly Hills Profess.ional Building 
since New Year's of 1925. His sympathy with the sick and suffering, and 
an earnest desire to aid his afflicted fellow man have gone hand in hand with 
rare skill and judgment and have been a factor in building up the large and 
remunerative practice he enjoys . 

After graduation from the Rush Medical Colleo-e of Chicao-o D1·. 
b b ' Lewis served a three-ye ar hospital interneship in that city. The year 1918 

found him in the American Army. After a year's service in France he was 
discharged a 1st lieutenant of the Medical Corps. 

Los Angeles lured Dr. Lewis then, and he practiced three years in that 
city before making a permanent location in Beverly Hills. 
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Karl Lewi s wa s born in Grand Ridge , Illinoi s, January 23, 1891. His 
parent s are Jame s Scott and Emma Julia (Hayes) Lewis , the former a 
ph ys ician o f that town . The boy' s grammar an l high scool education was 
in hi s native town and in Ottawa , Illinois , followed by matriculation at 
the Uni ver sity of Chicago. 

Dr. Levvis has been active in local affairs during his residence here. 
He is a member of the Presb yterian Church, Masonic Blue Lodge No. 528 
of Beverly Hills , and the Scottish Rite . Other fr aternal and professional 
organizations in which he maintain s member ships are Al Malaikah Chapter 
of the Shrine , Phi Rho Sigma fraternit y, and the American, California State 
and Los A ngeles Medical Associations. 

Football and sports are favorite recreational activities of Dr. Lewis, 
who~e home is at 615 Bedford Drive. 

J. GILBERT TOZER 

The distinction of having the oldest establi shed electrical istore in 
Beverly Hills belongs to J. Gilbert Tozer , who in 1922 went into the electrical 
business in the 9400 block of Santa Monica Boulevard. It was the first shop 
of its kind in the city. In 1927 he took in John L. Smith as a partner. Then 
store is still in the same block and does a general electrical and electrical 
contracting business. 

Like his partner, Mr. Tozer is a native of England. He was born in 
Nottinghamshire , February 2, 1893, the son of Thomas and Anne (Wilks) 
Tozer. His father was a mechanical engineer. The elementary and high 
schools of Coventry, England were attended, followed by graduation from a 
technical school of that city . His first work , from 1909 to 1914, at Coventr y, 
was in the engineering line. He then went into the British Navy, serving 
all through the \i\Torld War and for four years thereafter combating the 
Bolshevik trouble in Russia . \i\Then discharged he had the rank of Chief 
Electrician. Mr. Tozer has been awarded the 1914 Star, Victory Medal, 
and General Service Medal. 

Upon arrival in California in 1922, Mr. Tozer came immediately to 
Beverly Hills and started in an experimental machine shop for two months. 
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Since that time he ha s been constantly in the electrical bu ·ine s. 

Aside from his military hon ors , !fr. Toze r ha s been the recipient of 
several medals and cups for football and athletics. He is actiYe in the Com-
munity Pla yers organization, and an ardent ga rd ener. His home is at 
8219 Norton Ave nue, Hollywood. 

Organizations with which Mr. Tozer is identified aer the Episcopal 
Church, Lion s Club (past president), Beve rly Hills ien's Club. and the 
Boy Scouts of America , as district committeeman. He is a Past Patron of 
the Eastern Star, and maintain s member ship in the Masc nic Lodge I\ o. 482, 
Kirkliston and Maitland . 

Mr. Tozer has a particular interest in sports and athletics . 

CHARLES COUTTS BLAIR 

Charles C. Blair, Chief of the Police Department smce 1927, has 
watched Beverly Hills grow from very small beginning s. He is the oldest 
city official in Beverly Hills, having been in the employ of the city for eighteen 
years. 

When Chief Blair was made Marshal, he had in his department only 
three police officers and two firemen . Today the force numbers 40 persons-
the Chief, one captain , 3 lieutenants, 4 sergeants, 2 identification bureau men, 
3 clerks, 4 motor cycle officers, 21 patrolmen, and a police matron. Chief 
Blair bought the first ambulance to be brought here. 

Dundee, Scotland, is the birthplace of Charles Coutts Blair, and May 
11, 1884, is his birth date. When he was but three years of age his parents, 
James Nevin and Mary Ann (Jessiman) Blair, emigrated to Canada. His 
father had been a merchant in Dundee; his grand father was both a merchant 
and a councilman of that city. 

The boy attended grammar school and business college in Toronto. 

In 1894, when ten years of age, he started his career as a jockey. He 
rode for the Joseph E. Seagram Racing Stables of Waterloo, Ontario. Then, 
for eight years, he rode all through the United States. At Saratoga , New 
York, in 1898, he won his first race beating Tod Sloan. In 1902, with a 
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brother in Can3.da , he bought a s table of race horses and raced his own m 
vari om: parts of the country for a couple of years . 

\\ ith such a background it is inevitable that the Chief's hobby and fa-
vorite recreation should be horseback riding . Mrs. Blair, formerly Edith 
P earl Swall of L os A ngele s, is also an expert horsewoman and rider in rodeos 
and fiestas. The y were united in marriage at Los Angeles in 1916. Their 
children are Glenwood and Virginia Mae. It is most interesting to know that 
Virginia is the first child who wa s born in this city after its incorporation. She 
is now editor of the Beverly Hill s high school paper. The family home is ·at 
328 North Camden Drive. 

\ t\Then Chief Blair quit the race horse business in 1904 at St. Louis he 
then opened a book and stationery store in Baltimore , Maryland. Sold out 
in 1910 and on his arrival in Beverly Hills went to work for the Rodeo Land 
and \t\Tater Company. For seven years he did everything there was to do. 
Next he was employed by the City of Beverly Hills (July 1917) as a motor 
officer. In 1919 the Council, of which P. E . Benedict was president, ap-
pointed him City Marshal , and also Fire Chief and City Tax Collector. His 
appointment as Chief of Police came in 1927. 

Chief Blair recalls that he collected the first lighting assessment district 
tax levied in Beverly Hills." 

N umero~s civic and faternal activities are indicated by the long list of 
organizations of which Chief Blair is a member: The Presbyterian Church , 
Rotary Club, Beverly Hills Shrine Club (past president), Peace Officers 
Shrine Club of Los Angeles County (past vice-president), Beverly Hills 
l\1en's Club, honorary member of American Legion Post, charter member of 
Masonic Lodge No. 528, the AI Malaikah Shrine, Breakfast Club, Hollywood 
Commandery, Elks Lodge, and a life member of Tangier Temple, Omaha, 
Nebraska. 

Organizations connected with his profession, in which he has member-
ships are: California State and County Peace Officers' Association, Califor-
nia Municipal Motorcycle Officers Association (honorary member), Woman's 
Peace Officers Association ( honorary member) , Fire Chiefs Association, In-
ternational Police Chiefs Association and International Bureau of Identifica-
tion. He vvas one of the first 25 ri1embers of the Highway Patrolmen's Asso-
ciation. 
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"ELLIE OF BEVERLY 

The popular and successful real estate operator of BeYerly Hill s, known 
as" Iellie of Beverly, " is a native of Mi ssouri. Mr s. Nellie Phelan. \\"hich is 
her full name , came to Lo s A ngele s about fifteen years ago , and for twelve 
years of this time ha s engaged in the real estate bu sines s. Before locating in 
Beverl y Hills she was in busine ss in Los An geles, San Diego and In glewood, 
and in the latter place was kno,Yn as " Nellie of Inglewood ." She has clone 
a lar ge ::irnotmt of subdivision work and also handled country lands to a 
considerable extent. 

She has been at Beverly Hills for the pa st three years and her office is 
now located at 8555 \,\Tilshire Boulevard. She specializes in the sale and ren-
tal of residential propert y and also enjo ys a large and growing busines s: in 
insurance. One of her avocations is flying, and she is a licensed aviator and 
at times has used airplanes for showing real estate . 

MARGARET "WRIGHT MAC MAHON 

Fortunate, indeed, is the person accepted as a student in the Wright 
MacMahon Secretarial & Coaching School. Located at 9538 Brighton Way, 
in the Beaumont Building, it is reserved for a selected group of university 
trained women. The enrollment is limited to fifty. 

A most unusual woman is Margaret VI right MacMahon, highly intel-
lectual and most original. Her standards are so high that the students are 
literally "hand picked," regardless of who they may be. Mrs. MacMahon 
has developed a new system of shorthand, yet unpublished, which has had 
surprising and gratifying results. As yet it is used only in her school. 

In 1929, Mrs. McMahon started a school on North Rodeo Drive, for the 
the training of secretaries-. From a modest beginning her school has grown 
in a '..vay most gratifying to those interested, and now has a waiting list of 
applicants. 

Mrs. MacMahon is the daughter of James Alfred vVright, a newspaper 
man. She was born in Boulder, Colorado. Arrival in California elates 
back to June 1917. Her training includes special work in foreign languages 
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an<l ed ucation in six different western uni versities, including the University 
of Ca li fo rni a at Berkeley. Durin g her college career she had a definite 
outline in view, and speciali zed only in the subj ects that would further her 
plans fo r her future activities. 

Theoretical trainin g has been supplemented by much practical exper-
ience. 

Sh e was on the faculty o f the Anna Head School, Berkeley, the Westlake 
School for Girl s in Lo s Angeles, and taught four yea rs in the Arm strong 
School of Business Ad mini str ation, Berkeley. 

No profe ssion is more entitled to the appreciation and gratitude of an 
enlightened people than are tho se who dernte their lives to the training of 
others . In this M rs. l\!Iacl\!Iahon has a recor d which is out standing. 

CHARLES J. KRAMER, D .D. S . 

.Although not a nati ve son, Dr. Charles J. Kramer has had all of his 
schoo ling and all of hi s preparation for the dental profe ssion in the State 
of California. He is one of the mo st success ful of the younger profe ssional 
men of thi s cit y, and ha s acquired a fine clientele in the comparatively short 
time since he came to Beverly Hills . 

A t the age of four yea rs Dr . Kramer was brought to California by his 
parent s, Ma thias and Mary ( Cochems) Kramer. It was in St. Joseph that 
the boy was born April 2, 1901. 

Dr. Kramer is a graduate of Santa Ana High School. Thereafter he 
attended the University of California, at Da vis. In 1927 he obtained his 
D. D. S. degree at the University of Southern California . 

For a year Dr. Kramer demon str ated at the University of Southern 
California College of Denti str y, the while practicin g his profession in offices 
in th e Metropolitan Theatre Building, Lo s Angeles. 

Since 1928 Dr . Kramer has engaged in the general practice of dentistry 
in this cit y, havin g commodious offices in the Beverly Professional Building. 
He lives a t 1319 Comstock Drive , \tVestwood. 

Dr. Kramer is an active member of Beverly Hills Kiwanis Club and 
th e Chamber of Commerce. His frat ernit y affiliations are with X i Psi P hi 
and Beta Phi. He ha s a great interest in spor ts. 
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\ V. A. PESCHELT , D. D. S. 

A nati ve son of Cali fo rnia , born at H ollywood on Ap ril 29. 1906, Dr. 
Pe schelt ha s been practicin g dentistr y at Beve rly Hill s for the pas t three yea r , 
and ha s a large and growin g client ele. His father, Vl. A. Pesc helt, came to 
Lo s Angeles in 1880 and was an ear ly emp loyee of th e C ity of Los :\n ge les. 
He was a land scape architect and laid out man y of th e early city park~ . It 
is pa rticul arly intere stin g to note that he was lat er empl oyed to do land cape 
gardening in Beverly Hill s at the tim e thi s section was being deve loped . 
·w hile hi s father is now decea sed, his moth er , Loui se (R itter ) Pesc helt , is 
still living . 

Dr. Pe schelt received his early schoolin g in L os Ange les and in Santa 
Mo nica. Hi s collegiate and dental education was received at th e U ni versity 
of Southern California, from which instituti on he hold s th e de gree s of B. S. 
and D. D. S. He has done considerable private po st-graduate wo rk in 
Ceramic Denti str y, i.e., porcelain work, and he specialize s now to a large 
extent in porce lain filling s. 

Dr. Peschelt is a member of the American , County and State Dental 
associations, the A lpha Ta u E psilon fr aternit y, ancl the Psi Omega dental 
fraternit y . He is also affiliated with the Beve rly Hi lls Chamber of Commerc e. 

He was married to Grace Carpenter of Glendale, who is a grad uate of 
the Un iversity of Pomona. The marria ge was kept secret, even from his 
closest friends , for severa l weeks after it had taken place , and the rec ent 
announcement in the new spaper s came as a dec ided surpri se . 

PAUL J ACK NICOLETTI 

An artistic herit age belongs to Paul J ack Nicoletti through his mother, 
Mary Nicoletti. In 1886 she cam e from Italy to the old Peoples Store-
now the May Company-as a designer. Stephen Nicol etti, his father, has 
been on the Los Angeles City Council. Pau l Jack, their son, was born in 
Los Angeles July 11, 1892 . 

Mr. N icoletti came to Beverly Hills in May, 1924. Subsequently he 
bought into the Bever ly Door & Sash Company at 434 North Beverly. 
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Through failure of the \m erican fo rt gage Company, this firm was oblicred 
to quit bu siness after about four month s. 

0 

\ Vith enterpri se ancl cour age 1\fr. N icoletti then commenced business as 
P. J. N icolett i' s Beve rly Door & Sa sh Company. in 1932. This firm has 
become the mo st imp ortant of it s kind locally. It is located at 9288 Santa 
1Ionica Bo uleva rd. 

1\Ir. Nico lett i is of the Catholic faith , and a member of the Native Sons 
of the Go lden \Vest. H is wife is the fo rm er Ed ith L. Barber of Lon g Beach. 
whom he marri ed in 1923 at Santa \n a. They are the parent s of two 
children-Betty, 10, and Paul, Jr. , 8. 

A t the attractive family hom e, 9160 Be\·erly Boulevard, Mr. Nicoletti 
indul ges his hobb y, ga rdening. 

H ARRY G. KOERNER 

On e of the promin ent architect s o f Southern California, and a resident 
o f Beverly Hills for nearly ten yea rs, is Harry G. Koerner. He is a nati ve 
of Pennsylvania, and the son of Henry Clay and Josephine Koerner. 

1\1r. Koerner's education was received in his nati ve state , and his first 
experience in th e a rchitectural line was in Pittsburgh, although he had re-
cei ved earl y training under the noted archit ect, Stanford White, in New York. 
and under Sidney Heckert in Pitt sburgh. 

In 1911 Mr. Turner came to Lo s Angeles and soon entered into part-
ner ship with \tVilliam J. Gage , under the firm name of Koerner & Gage. 
In 1926 their office was moved to Beverly Hill s where they handled many 
larcrc and important jobs, includin g the Beverly Hills City Hall , residences 

b • for Mrs. Carrie Guggenheim, Mrs. Eugene Bottler, Samuel K. Rindge, Dr. 
Ernest Fishbaugh, Charles F . Smith , and others. They also designed the 
\V. A. Pickering home in Santa Monica, that cost nearly half a million dol-
lars , and the two hundred thous and dollar mess hall in the Soldiers Home 
at Sawtelle. 

The partnership with Mr. Gage was dissolved some time ago, and Mr. 
Koerner is now practicin g alone, with offices at 9507 Santa Monica Boule-
vard. He is a member of various organizations, includin g the Los Angeles 
Breakfast Club, State A rchitect s Asso ciation , the Masons, and the \ i\Test 
Ada ms Methodist E piscopal Church, of which latter he is a member of the 
governing board. 
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J. RICH ARD J U STICE , D. D . S. 

One of the younger dentist s of Beverl y Hill s, who ha s achic\ ·ed marked 
success in hi s chosen profes sion in a comparativel y short tim e, is J. Richard 
Ju stice, who se office is located in the Profe ssional Building. He come s by 
his calling naturally, as his father , Dr. J. r\. Ju tice , ha s practiced denti stry 
in Los Angeles for the past twenty-five years. Hi s mother wa s th e former 
Pearl Shackelford, and both she and his father are native s of California. 
His mother 's family dates back to Revolutionary days , and one of his grand-
fathers came to California as a pioneer in 1850. 

Dr. Justice received his academic education at Lo yola College , and 
his dental training was taken at the Univer sity of Southern California, 
where he received his degree of D. D .S. in June 1934. 

He belongs to the Beverly Hills Chamber of Commerce and to the var-
ious dental associations. His fraternity in college was Delta Sigma Delta. 

Dr. Justice is a native of Los Angeles, and he married a nati ve daughter, 
Kathryn Schell, daughter of John E. Schell, important citizen of Beverly 
Hills, whose biography will be found eh:ewhere in thi s-volume. 

ROBERT E l\tIMETT KINSMAN, D. D. S. 

Doctor Robert Emmet Kinsman practiced dentistry in Chicago for more 
than thirteen years prior to locating in Beverly Hills. He was active in the 
Chicago Dental Society and was a member of its Board of Directors. He 
assisted in the organization , and served as the first president of the South 
Suburban Dental Branch of the Chicago society. 

He came here direct from the \"lindy City in 1927 and since that time 
has acquired a large clientele, both by reason of his delightful personality and 
the skill with which he cares for the dental needs of his patrons. 

White Lake, South Dakota, is the birthplace of Robert Emmett Kins-
man, whose birth elate is June 24, 1892. His parents are George Harris and 
Edith Jane (McGaffin) Kinsman, the former a business man in Iowa. In 
Waterloo, of that state, the boy, Robert Emmett, attended high school. He 
received his D. D. S. in 1914 from Chicago College of Dental Surgery. 

During the seven years he has resided in Beverly Hills Dr. Kinsman 
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ha s been pr ominent in various local groups, including the Rotary Club, Cham-
ber of Commerce and is a member of the Presbyterian Church. He also 
belongs to the Los Angeles Breakfast Club and the Xi Psi Phi dental Fra-
ternity. 

Dr. Kinsman's marriage to Maude Millard McLean of Chicago, took 
place in that city , June 24, 1914, coincident with his graduation from dental 
college. They are the parents of two children: Bonnie Jean and Robert Em-
mett Kinsman, Jr. The family home is at 265 South Doheny. 

He is particularly intere sted in the schools and was largely instrumental 
in the introduction of an educational dental program into the curriculum of the 
Beverly Hills Elementary Schools. 

A. ARTHUR CRA\IVFORD 

The owner and operator of the oldest and largest exclusive music store 
in Beverly Hills is A. Arthur Crawford, a native of California, born at \Vood-
land on January 2, 1895. His father, who was a native of England, and a 
hotel and restuarant man in Sacramento for a number of yea rs, is Albert Craw-
ford, and his mother was the former Odella Musselman. 

The subject of this sketch received his grammar and high school edu-
cation at Berkeley, after which he attended the University of California for 
a time. He then became manager of a talking machine company in Portland , 
Oregon. 

In 1923 Mr. Crawford came to Beverly Hills and established the music 
store known under his name, and now located at 9416 Santa Monica Boule-
vard. It is interesting to note that at the time this store was established Mr. 
Crawford was the youngest busine ss executive in Beverly Hills, but notwith-
standing this seeming handicap he has built up a large and successful busine ss 
in his chosen line. A complete assortment of all kinds of musical instuments 
is carried in his store, including pianos, radios, phonographs, etc. 

Mr. Cravvford is a member of the Beverly Hills Rotary Club and of 
the Chamber of Commerce. 

He was married to G. Elizabeth Kay, who is active in the music busines.s. 
The1·e are two children: Arthur Kay and Daniel Leighton Crawford, both 
native sons. 
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H AROLD LLOYD 

Harold Lloyd , well-known mO\ ing pictur e star and pro min ent resident 
tJf Beverly Hills, was born at Burchard , rebr a. ka, April 2, 189-+, son of 
J. D . and Elizabeth (Fra ser) Ll oyd. He recei, ·ecl hi s educ ation in th e schools 
of Den ver , Colorado, and in San Die go . Califo rni a. He bega n hi s mov ing 
picture career as an extra at the age of 19 \Yith th e E di son Compan y in San 
Diego. He was later with U niver sal an d other H ollywood film compani es . 

In 1914 he joined H al E . Roach and starred in one-re el comedie s. In 
1923 he organized the Harold Llo yd Corpor ation , and am ong th e important 
pictures that his comp any produc ed ma y be mentioned: The Fre shman , For 
Heaven's Sake, The Kid Br other, Speed y, and \ i\Telcome Dan ge r-th e la tter 
a talkie. 

Mr. Lloyd belongs to the U pli ft ers Club, Los Angeles Athletic Club , 
Wilshire Country Club, Th e Lamb s Club of N ew Y ork Cit y , and variou s 
other organizations. 

On February 10, 1923, he married Iildred Da vis of Lo s A ngeles, ancl 
they have three children: Mildred Gloria, Marjorie Elizabeth, and Harold, Jr. 

DEW PRICE TERRY 

The D. P. Terry Plumbing Compan y has been one of the substantial 
institutions of Beverly Hills since 1922. Under the guidance of Mr. Terry 
it has grown and pro spered and merits the success that has come to it. Mr. 
Terry first opened his store at 451 \i\Tilshire Boulevard, but after a year and 
a half he moved to larger quarters in the Kuhl Building and started a hard-
ware business along with the plumbing. Three years later he mo¥ed to the 
firm 's pre sent quarters, 8367 ·Wilshire Boulevard, but later sold out the 
hardware deparement. Mr. Terry is now engaged in a general plumbing, 
steam and gas heatin g business, and does furnace work. The firm employs 
an average of eight persons. 

Dew Price Terry is a Southerner, born in Columbus, Mississippi, Sep-
tember 22, 1890. He is named for his father, who was a banker and cotton 
buyer in that city and in Nashville, Arkansa s. During the Spanish-American 
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\ i\Tar the father served his country as a Captain. His mother was formerly 
Gertrude Howard. 

fr. Te rr y arri ved in thi s state October 10, 1904, and then for a time 
fo llowed quite an advent urou s career. In Oklahoma Territory and Old Mex-
ico youn g Terry punched co\\ s and did ranch work for three years. For 
two and a half yea rs, in Kentu cky, he rode race hor ses. To Alaska , then , 
for seven months with a mining company, followed by a year as oiler for a 
brewery in Old Niex ico. . like period in some steel mills came next. 

His career in the plumbing business commenced with the firm of Newell 
Brothers , in Los \n geles. He was for nineteen years in var ious plumbing 
establishments of that city before he came to Beverly Hills in 1922. 

Mr. Terry was united in mariage to Ed ith M. Edmond ston of Des 
Moines, Iowa, in December, 1931, at Everett , ·was hington. At their home, 
2048 Glenwood Road, Mr. Terry indulges his love of flower raising and 
ga rdenin g. Amo ng sports, hunt ing and fishing are his favorite recreations. 

Home mod ernization is of much int erest to Mr. Terry , who is serving 
on a local committee promoting that line of endeavor . He is a member of 
the Beve rly Hills Chamber of Commerce . 

MARIE A. DODGE 

Marie A . Dodge is one of tho se women whose vision , energy and execu-
tive ability have been contributed unstintingl y to worthy and for ward-look-
ing cau ses of benefit to Beverly Hills, too numerou s to here set forth. Her 
popularity and untiring energy have likewi se been important factors in the 
well-merited success of the Beverly Hills Multi graphic service, at 9433 Santa 
Monica Boulevard, which she established in 1927 , upon her arrival here. 

Miss Dodge mana ges a general multigraphing, public stenograp hic and 
letter shop business, does typing of manu scripts and scenario s, and is a not ary 
public. Fro m a small beginnin g she has acquired a clientele of enviable pro-
portions and in the conduct of her office touche s practically every phase of 
local activit y. 

Immediately upon opening her shop here, Miss Dod ge became affiliated 
,vit h Beve rly Hills Chamber of Commerce and since that time ha s been very 
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active in the Chamber 's aff airs. For fi,·e ) ears past she has been a factor in 
the Beverly Hills Community Players. She was on the board of clire~tor s, as 
secretary, for two terms, and now is serv ing her second term as pr esident of 
the group . In the organizati on of the Bu siness & Professio nal Girl ~' Cl~..1b, 
Miss Dodge performed yeoma n's service. She was a chart er member. it s f tr st 
president , and is serving her third consecutiYe term as such. 

Cordial and affable in manner, Iis s D oclge readil y make s friends and 
has won and held the confidence of Beverly I-Iills folk. She is a nati, ·e of 
Peoria, Illinoi s, and has been in California since Jul y of 1926. 

VIRG VI. M ILLER 

Conducting a real estate and investme nt busine ss exclusively, at 9619 
Brighton \ Vay, Virg VI/. Miller is one of the city 's most enterprising, wide-
awake and practical business men , and one who has prospered in hi s af-
fairs. 

His arrival in California dates from 1920. Four years later he came 
to Los Angeles and for a time worked for the New York Life Insurance 
Company. This he left to enter the real es-tate busine ss for himself. In 1927 
he came to Beverly Hills, working two years for the real estate firm of Kem 
& Elkins , before he again opened his own real estate office. He was located 
at 9542 Santa Monica Boulevard for tw o yea rs, in the California Bank 
Building for a year, and then to his pre sent locat ion. 

Mr. Miller was born in Macomb , :Missouri, February 2 , 1898, the son 
of James 0. and Mary (Finley) :Miller. His father ,vas a stock raiser in 
that state. After attending high schools in Missouri and Kansas he matricu-
lated at Northwestern U niver sity. Thereafter he graduated from Kansas City 
University Law School with the degree of LL. B., providing the substantial 
foundation upon which his later busines s operations have been conducted. 
He is a member of Pi Kappa Alpha and Phi Alpha Delta. 

May 1, 1917, Mr. Miller joined the United States Army and saw service 
for three years. Although overseas only one year he went through both the 
St. Mihiel and Argonne offensives and was twice wounded. 

The religious affiliation of Mr. Miller is in the Baptist Church. He is a 
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member of the ational and State real estate associations and serves the Bev-
erly Hills Realty Board as secretary. 

He was married at Glendale , in 1928, the Jacqueline Gilmore, of Kansas. 
Mrs . l\Iiller was formerly an instructor in the Engish Department of the Uni-
versity of Southern California. Their home is at 216 South Rodeo Drive. 

Bowling is Mr. Miller's hobby. 

MRS. EDvVIN MORRIS B RNES (JOSIE K.) 

A woman who has left her impress on the cultural life in whatever 
locality she has made her home is Mrs. Edwin Morris Barnes of 707 North 
Beverly Drive . She has been a resident of thi<- city for about ten years. 
Since 1912 she has spent all of her winters in California, even when her 
home was in the East. 

Mrs. Barnes attends the Beverly Hills Congregational Church and is 
a member of the \i\Toman's Club of Hollywood. She has a distinguished 
background of activity in Club life, being one of the organizers of the 
\ i\Toman 's Club at Ridgefield Park, New Jersey, away back in 1894, when 
many persons looked askance at such activities and woman's place was, 
emphatically, in the home.. Repeatedly re-elected to the office of president, 
she served the club in that capacity for twelve years. 

Born in New York City in 1856, Mrs. Barnes is the daughter of 
Mortimer Smith, connoisseur, member of the National Academy, and friend 
of many noted American artists. Her mother, formerly Eliza A . Sanford, 
was a dscendant of Abraham Clark, one of the signers of the Decraration 
of Independence. General Delevan, who fought in the Revolutionary War, 
was a cousin of her grandmother. A biography of Alfred S. Barnes, foun-
der of the Barnes Publishing House, her husband's father, was published 
in 1888. He always treasured a close friendship with the late Andrew 
Carnegie. His boyhood home was at one corner of 37th Street and 5th 
Avenue, New York City, where Tiffany's now stands. 

Mrs. Barnes' early education was received in a gir ls' schoo l in Eng le-
wood, New Jersey, and from private tutors. Before she came to California 
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the greater part of her Ii fe was spent in Englewood ( N. J.) an 1 in Brooklyn 
( . Y.) Painting and mu sic are her hobbie s. 

In 1878 Mrs. Barnes , then Jo sie K. Smith, was married to Edwin Ivlor-
ris Barnes. They are the parent s of three children: Mrs. Ethel B. Burns, 
who has two daughters ; E. Mortimer Barnes, the father of one daughter , 
and Mrs. Ruth Barnes Miles, amateur arti st, who ha s a son and a daughter. 

Mr. Barnes' daughter , Mrs. Burns, is a woman of wide cultural inter-
ests, music of the highe st type being her greatest enthusiasm. and herself a 
fine musician. Recently she was offered the presidency of the Smith College 
Alumni, in a very flattering letter. Her son, E.M. Barnes of New York, 
is one of the leading busine ss men and socialites of that city, ancl the owner 
of one of Long Island 's most exquisite homes. He is a crack golfer. Mrs. 
Miles is a portrait painter of special talent and the po ssesso r of a golden 
voice. 

Evan Shaw, here from the East to attend the University of Southern 
California, . is a young man of great promise and diver se gifts, having had 
dramatic successes and being captain of the college polo team, and active in 
all the interests that intrigue the youth of today. 

Stewart Hampton, .another member of the family, is on the staff of the 
California Bank. He is a young man of sterling character and one of those 
who can carry the message to Garcia! 

The A.S. Barnes & Company was quite a family concern. In it were 
five sons and five daughters. It was later taken over by the American Book 
Company. Its president is Victor Barne s, Mrs. Barne s' nephew. 

JAMES E. WHITELAW 

James E. Whitelaw was born at Edinborough on October 25, 1893. 
His father was James E. and his mother Melissa (Smith) Whitelaw. The 
family moved to Nevada when the subject of this sketch was a young boy, 
and here James Whitelavv, Sr., followed his profession of construction engi-
neering for a number of years, until he moved to Wichita, Kansas, where 

• he engaged in the cattle business. 
Mr. Whitelaw attended the Friends University at Wichita, where he 



P \RT 2 - BIOGR. PHIC \L 179 

recei, eel the degree of . B. and he subsequently completed a course in min-
ing engineering at the Houghton School of Mines. He followed the min-
ing busine ss in Nevada until the \ t\Torld \,Var broke out when he joined the 
Ann y and was attached to several outfits. His war record covered a period 
of o,·er a year , about half of which time \Yas spent in France and at the Front. 
He took part in the Saint Mihiel drive. 

After the \Var Mr. \i\lhitelaw followed construction engineering in Cali-
fornia in the Sutter Basin, north of Sacramento, and later mining engineering 
in Nevada. 

In 1922 he came to Los Angeles and at once joined the Janss Organiza-
tion at \tVestwood. He became a star salesman for this firm and for several 
years led the entire corps of sales agents, and sold as much as a million dollars 
worth of property in one year for the J anss company. 

Mr. vVhitelaw opened his own real estate office in Beverly Hills in 1928 
and is now located at 268 Rodeo Drive and has developed a very successful 
business in real estate and also in insurance. 

He ,vas married to Gail Gauslin, of Michigan , and they have three chil-
dren: James, Joseph and Jerry. 

KENNETH .ALBRIGHT 

Kenneth Albright, well known builder of Los Angeles County, who now 
maintains offices in Beverly Hills, is a native of Freeport , Illinois, and was 
born April 26, 1896, the son of Lee \i\T. and Rose (Zapf) Albright. His father 
was a railroad man. 

Mr . Albright came to Los .Angeles with his family in 1900 and received 
his education in the grammar schools of that city and graduated from Los An-
geles High School in 1915. For several years after leaving school, he worked 
in the offices of well known architects of Los Angeles, including Myron T. 
Hunt, Elmer Grey, and Robert Farquhar. He subsequently went to Philadel-
phia and was employed by leading architects in that city for several years, and 
here he received training which has subsequently been very valuable to him. 

For the past dozen years or so, Mr . Albright has been engaged in the 
building business on his own account in and around Los Angeles. He has a 
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large number of very fine structures to hi s credit. Amon g th ose for wh om he 
has built large homes are: Richard Har grea ,·es of Beve rly H ills, ''"h ose pla~~ 
was recently purchased by the pre ident of the Nas h Aut om obil e Co mp an~' 
Dr. Ar thur Klein of Los Feliz hills , and Howard Ha stin gs of Holm Y 
Hills. 

Mr. Albright is a careful, high-cla ss builder , and hi s job s ma y be prop-
erly classed as "custom built " work. He takes fr om to eight m onth s to com-
plete a house and no time or effort is spared in hi s endea vo r to erect the finest 
possible kind of building s. 

Mr. Albri ght moved his headquarters to Beverly Hill s about four year s 
ago . His reason for doing so ,vas because of his faith in the rapid develo~-
ment of this city, and on account of the superior school facilitie s for hi s 
children. 

He :va~ married to Marion Strange and their children are Elizabeth Ann 
and MarJone Lee Albr ight. 

Mr. Al?right is a noted squa sh player , and in 1925 he and hi s partner 
won the _national d~ubles ch~mpionship held at Hollywood . He wa s rece~1tly 
becom_e mterested m Badmmton and i~ a member of the newl y-organized 
Badmmton Club of Beverly Hills. 

GEORGE VEST CH A PM AN 

·when George Vest Cha b . ·ly 
Hills in 1926 h 1 pman ecame City Park Superintendent of Bevei 

' • e 1ad two parcel f 1 • . der his supervision, and now 1934) s O an:1 con~1stmg of eleven acres un 
0 street trees The ev • ( . th ere are sixty acres of park, including 28,00 

· er-mcreasmg res 'b'l ' • . . . ·1 have been discharo-ed with h' h cl ponsi 1 1ties which the pos1tion enta1 s f 
b a 1g e0 ree of · · o Beverly Hills citize Th b competence, meritino- the appreciat10n ns. e parks f th' · b h favorable comment fro, . . 0 is city have been the sub ject of muc 

n v1s1tors and the press. 
George V. Chapman came to B . . . Be 

came to help in its incor . . evet ly Hills m the spring of 1912. 
· h pot ation and 1 b •l ed m t e Beverly Hills N . . 1as een here ever since. He wo1 < . . u1se1y, owned b tl R y remamm 0 until 1926 f Y 1e odeo Land and Water Compan ' 

b , except or a , . W -1 1 year s tnterlude when durino- the 01 c 
b 
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\Var he did his bit by dri ving a truck on an interurban freight line hauling 
pr oduct s to warehou ses. 

1\fr. Chapm an sta rted in horticultur al ,rnrk while still a grammar school 
stud ent in 1\Ii souri. Af ter graduation from high school he went to \\ ork 
und er (Tlass fo r G. M. Kellogrr. in Pl easanthill, Missouri , remainin g about 
thr ee yea rs. In In dependence, 1\Ii s ouri , he worked under glass for approxi-
mat ely two years, then "a s employed by the Ka n as City Park Department. 
He resigned in 19 12 to come to Californi a. 

Adrian , Missouri , is the birthpl ace of Mr. Chapman , who was born July 
8, 189 1. Marion Sylvester Chapman , his father, was a farmer in that state ; 
his mother was the former A rena Morri s. Both par ents were born in Ohio. 

Mr. Chapm an married E mma LaYender, of F inland , in 1913, 
at Santa Monica. They are the par ents o f two sons : George Albert and 
Henr y Adolph , both nati ve sons of Beverly H ills. T he famil y home is at 216 
South Car son Road. 

. Outdoor sport s ar e Mr. Chapman' s hobby. H e is a member of the Chri s-
tian Church. 

MRS. JOHN D. EV A NS (PE ARL EVELYN NE\IVCOMB) 

Public- spirted ser vice in ,;velfare work distinguishes the life of Mrs. 
John D. E vans, known to many as Pearl E velyn Newcombe. She has twice 
been pre sident of the Beverly Hills \IVelfare League . Children, their welfare 
and development, are her greate st hobby and interest aside from her home. 
Man y hour s are devoted to thi s worthy cause. She was formerl y on the 
board of the Kiddie Home which is sponsored by the \i\Telfare Leagu e and is 
devoted to the care and upbringing of children from one to twelve year s old. 
Character building is empha sized by Miss Yeomans, who is in charge , and the 
results have been trul y gratif ying. This home is located on Avenue 66 in 
South Pa sadena-having moved a few year s ago from the old Hellman resi-
dence on Catalina Street, Los An geles. 

Stratford, Ontario , Canada, is Mrs. E vans' birthplace, and October 7, 
l894, is her natal clay. She is the daughter of William C. and Minnie (Cox) 



182 HISTORY OF BE Eh.LY HILL 

ewcombe, both of whom were born in En gland. Her father , ·as a banker 
in that country. 

In 1918, on December 28th , she becam e the wif e of J ohn Danb ey_ E , an:. 
They arrived in California fiye year s late r li, ·ing in L os .\n geles whil e their 
home in Beverly Hills was being erected. 

l fr. Evans is a real estate man here and has a highl y success ful bu iness. 
They live at 820 North Bedford Dri ve. 

frs. Eva ns is a member of Be, erly Hill s Comm uni ty Chur ch . She wa s 
for merly a member of the \ :Voman 's Club. 

No persons are more entitled to the app reciation and gratitude of their 
fellow citizen s than tho se who devote them selves to the welfare of children. 
For her fine work in thi s regard :Mrs. E vans has the respect and commenda-
tion of all those who know her. 

KENNETH E. :t,,11.l\RSH LL 

The man who had the distincti on of carrying Beve rly Hills by an ove r-
whelming majorit y for Frank lVIerriam in the recent election is Ke nneth E . 
Ma rshall, who was the Governor's campaign man~ger in thti s city, and sur-
rounding territor y . 

Mr. Marshall was born at Lath rop, Californi a, on Septemb er 24 , 1892, 
the son of Nathaniel A. and Frances (Stackpole) Mars hall. He comes from 
pioneer Californi a stock, his father having arrived in California in the early 
80's, and hi s mother about 1870 in one of th e first tr a ins to make the tran s-
continental journ ey. It is intere sting to note that hi s great grandfather, A n-
thony Knapp, was a captain of one of the early clipper ship s, and hi s mater-
nal grandfather, T homas W. Stackpole, conducted the forerunner of ,,vha t 
subsequentl y became the Harvey chain of eating hou ses. The ear liest mem-
ber of his family of whom there is a record in this country, is \ i\Tilliam Knapp, 
who came to America from England and sett led at Watertow n, Massa chu setts, 
in 1630. 

As a young man Mr . Ma rshall followed various occupation&, princi-
pally workin g in lar ge sto res. In 1920 he went to Ar izona, where he pur-
chased a daily paper and publi shed it for two years. He sub sequently set-
tled in Lo s Angeles and joined the insuranc e firm of Ray Rule & Som. Fo r 
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some ) ears pa st he ha s engaged in thi s line on his O\\ n account , and he now 
conduct s a gener al insuran ce business, both at Beverly Hill s and at Los An-
geles, hi s office in the former city being located in the California Bank Build-
mg. 

A lth ough depri ved of hi s sight for some years past, this seeming handi-
cap ha~ not prevent ed lVIr. Marshall fr om taking an out standing part in public 
affairs and from conductin g hi s business with success. He has been an ardent 
worker for the sightle ss, and ha s ervecl as president of the California So-
ciet y for the Blind, and is a tru stee for the Bra ille Institute of America, and 
also a dir ector in the California Rehabilitation Ass ociation. 

M r. Mar shall marri ed Pearl A lbright, a nati ve of Oklahoma. 

vVILLIAM A . REEDER 

William A . Reeder, pion eer resident of Beverly Hills , may truly be des-
ignated as one of the found ation stone s upon which this city was built. His 
pa ssing , on November 7, 1929, after several month s of ill health, was a dis-
tinct loss to this communit y. He was one of the enterpri sing, practical and 
wide a wake busine ss executives who se foresight and wise policies were a real 
factor in the rapid development of this section. 

Mr. Reeder's first real estate venture here elates back to 1911 when he 
became interested with the late A. B. Sali sbury in the purchase of a canyon 
property in Beverly, Benedict and Peavine canyons. Two years later he pur-
chased a lot at 811 North Rex ford Dri ve, and the following spring built the 
old Reeder residence at that address and made it his home. He acquired the 
charter for the Fir st National Bank of Beverly Hills and in association with 
0. N. Beasley and others organized that institution. In 1921 he organized 
the Beverly Hills Realty Company, but five yea rs later retired from active 
business in favor of hi s son, Leland P. Reeder . 

Cumberland County, Pennsylvania, marks the birthplace of \i\Tilliam Au-
gustus Reeder whose ancestry, through his father , Augustus, was Pennsyl-
vania Dutch. His birth elate is August 28, 1849. When he was but four 
years old his parents removed to Ipava, Fulton County, Illinois, at which 
place the lad commenced teaching school at the age of 14. He went to Beloit, 
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Kansas as a teacher and was princip al of th e . chool s of that place fo r six 
years. 'He was united in marria ge to l\Ii ss E unice Andr ews- at Belo it , _·\u gust 
18, 1876. 

Shortl y thereafter 1/fr. Reeder \\ ent to Logan, Kan sas, wh ere he became 
a banker. Later , with other bu siness associates, he formed a string o f thirt een 
banks in that part of the state. \ ,Vith other s, al o, he embarked in the pur-
cha se of an extensi ve tract of lane\ on the Solomon Ri, er in Ka n as, where 
the y establi shed the largest irri ga tion farm in the tate. 

Durin g that period Charles Curtis ( later vice-pre sident o f th e U nited 
States) , then a representative fr om the Topeka di~trict, and oth er prominent 
Republican s of the state pre va iled upon M r. Reeder to run for Conrrre ss. His 
long car eer as a teach er in Beloit and as a banker at L og an mad e it poss ible 
for him to secure his first election. M r. Reeder was a m emb er o f the 56th, 
57th , 58th , 59th, 60th and 61st Con gr esses from the Sixth Co ngre ss ional 
district of Kansas, hi s first term following his election in 1898. U nd oubt-
edly it was Mr. Reeder's intere st in irrigation that, with the ex pir ation of hi s 
last term in Congress, impelled him to mi grate to Ashland, Oregon. Trip s 
to Los Angeles while still in Con gr ess had, howe ver , convinced him that it 
was on the eve of a great development; so after two years in As hland he 
came to Beverly Hills to make his home. 

Mr. Reeder was twice married. His first wife passed away in Bev-
erly Hills soon after they came here to live. His second wife was Mrs. Car-
rie Knight, widow of a lifelong friend and former bank employee of Mr. 
Reeder's in Kansas , to whom he was marri ed July 1, 1923, at Ha st ings, Ne-
braska . His children are Leland P. Reeder , Mrs. A rthur L. Erb and Harry 
C. Reeder. 

Mr. Reeder was a member of the Community Presbyterian Church, a 
Shriner, and one of the founders of the local Masonic lodge. 

CHARLES H. NAYLOR 

One of the _oldest interior decorators of Los Angeles County , and the 
best-known on~ m Beve rly Hills, is Charles H . Naylor, the subject of thi s 
sketch . Mr. Nay~or, who is a native of Wilmington, Delaware, born May 
20, 1872 , began his chosen career in his home city when he was only sixteen 
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yea rs old . He ha s \\ orkecl at his profe ssion in numerous places, including St. 
Louis, Buffalo, Pittsburgh , and Philadelphia. In the latter city he was em-
ployed by the celebrated firm of \\ anamak ers. He also engaged in work at 
P itt:,bur gh, and while there, arnono- his client s were the Mellon, Thaw and 
P. C. Knox families. 

It wa s in 1906 that Mr. Naylor came to Los \ngeles. Soon after arrival 
in that city he opened a store of his own, located at 1606 \!\Test Se,enth Street. 
He subsequentl y moved to th e corner of Seventh ·and Beacon Streets, and his 
locat ion prior to mo, ing to Be, erl) Hills \\"a at Seventh and Valencia. He 
ha s done many large interi or decorating jobs perhaps the most important of 
which was th e decorating and complete furni hing of the Los Ana eles Elk s 
Club. Since comin g to Beve rly Hills in 1929 he has built up a very large busi-
ne s. in hi s chosen line. His place of business is located in the Robinson 
Building, corner of \i\Tilshire Boulevard and Robinson Street. His plant is 
equipped to manufacture and uph olster high class furniture and to supply 
or make anything required for the interior decorating of homes, clubs, 
offices and so forth. 

Mr. Nay lor is a member of the Masons and the Elks. He was married 
to Jo sephin e ock, and they hav e one daughter, Leanore, who is now Mrs. 
L. M. Collins. 

J AME S E. DOLEN A 

Substantial monuments to his skill as an architect will be left by James 
E. Dolena, 9397 vVilshire Boulevard, who designed the homes of Constance 
Bennett and C. Gardiner Sullivan, now being erected in Holmby Hills. Bev-
erly Hills residences of his designing are those of William Powell and Myron 
Selznick . He also drew the plans for those of William Haines and Allen B. 
Walker in Hollyv vood. In a most exacting profession he has achieved a note-
worthy success and has earned for him self a high reputation among the archi-
tects of Southern California . 

St. Petersburg, Russia, is the birthplace of James E . Dolena , born May 
17, 1888. His parents are Nicholas and Mary (Bogu slavsky) Dolena , the 
former an engineer. The son attended the University of St. Peter sburg and, 
after arrival in the United States , the Art In stitute of Chicago. A scholarship 



186 HISTORY OF BE \ ERL Y HILL 

took him to the rt In stitute; in fact , he won se, era !. 
Before corning to California he wor ked with 1orri s ulli\' an and Loui -

J. Millet. 
California claimed Mr. Dolena in 1923. He tarted the practice of hi s 

profe ssion in 1928 jn Lo s Ange les and opened hi Be,·erly H ills office thr ee 
years later. He specializes in renderin g architectural subj ect 

In 1931 at Los Angeles he was unite d in marri age to Oli\'e Grant. T hey 
are the par ent s of a small daughter , Kadi a , eighteen month s of aae. The 
famil hyome is at 322 Bente! Avenue , Brentw ood Height s. 

Land scape painting is M r. Dolena 's hobby . 

FREDERICK "WILLI \ M ASHTON 

Fr ederick William As hton , one of the ow ner s and organizers of the 
Beverly Hills Securities Corporation is a nati ve of Bryon, Ohio , and was 
born February 22, 1871 , the son of James T. and Mary Loui se (Stevens) 
As hton. His father was a merchant in Connecticut and Ohio. He is descended 
directly from J ohn Baish who landed at Plymouth Rock in 162 3, whose 
children intermarried with the children of Miles Standish. 

Mr. Ashton holds the degree of B.S. from Michigan State College and 
the LL.B. from the University of Michigan. He practiced law from 1894 until 
1923 at Grand Island , Nebraska, except for one year when he served as 
Judge Advocate of the United States Army with headquarters at \tVashing-
ton, D.C. during the World War. It is interesting to know that he ran for 
Congress in Nebraska in 1908 and was defeated by George W. Norris by 
the narrow margin of 22 votes . 

In 1923 Mr. Ashton came to Los Angeles and served as attorney for the 
J anss Inve stment Company until 1926. In the latter year he located in Beverly 
Hill s, since which time he has served as vice-president of the Beverly Hills 
Securities Corporation . 

Mr. Ashton has held a number of important public offices; he wa s 
City Attorney at Grand Island , Nebraska, and States Attorney for Hall 
County. During 1906-1907 he was a member of the Nebraska State Senate, 
and prior to taking up duties in Washington, D .C. during the war he served 
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as Chairman of the State Exemption Board for Nebraska. 

He belong s to vari ous organization s including the Los Angeles Country 
Club , the Bea ch Club , a number of lVIa onic bodies, including the Blue Lodge, 
Con istory and th e Shrine . His college fraternit) is Delta Tau Delta. 

l\tfr. \ ht on wa s married at Grand Island, Nebraska, in June, 1927 
to Caro line R. \Va smer. 

ERI CK BREIT UNG, D. V. M. 

Dr. Breitung , "ho first came to Beverly Hills in 1928, is a native of Ber-
lin , Germany, and was born September 26, 1876. He received a very thor-
ough and complete education in his cho en profe ssion of veterinarian in var -
ious uni ve rsities of Germany . H e has attended the Univer sity of Berlin and 
also the U niver sitie s of Hanover, Gies en, and Heidelburg , and his degree was 
granted from the latter. 

From 1903 until 1905 he was an assistant professor in the Hygienic In-
stitute of the Veterinary College in Berlin, and from 1905 until 1909 he served 
as Government Veterinarian for German Southwest Africa , and from 1909 
until 1911 he maintained a Veterinary Hospital of his own in Berlin. Follow-
ing thi s, for six years and a half , he was connected with an English meat 
company in South .America and remained there until shortly after the out-
break of the World \i\Tar, when he returned to Germany and joined the Ger-
man A rmy as Major in the Veterinar y Corps. He served throughout the War 
as a staff officer and had charge of all the veterinary hospitals which were part 
of the German military organization. 

Following the termination of the \ i\Torld \ i\T ar, Dr. Breitung became con-
nected with the Department of Agriculture of the Mexican government, and 
was employed to carry on an exterm ination campaign against rats in various 
parts of Mexico. 

After several years in New Orleans and at San Anton io, Texas, Dr. 
Breitung came to Beverly Hill s, and now maintains an office at 239 Canon 
Drive, and a well-equipped dog and cat hospital at 6812 Santa Monica Boule-
vard. 

. The Doctor was married to Martha Burmester in Southwest Africa , and 
they are the parents of four children: Hans Erich, Ilse, Edith and Gunther. 
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CH ARL E S F. NE L SON, I. D. 

Dr. Charle s F. Nelson, pioneer phy ician and ~ur geon o f Be ,·erly H ills 
and Los Angeles, wa s born in Lafayet te, Illin ois. Septemb er 1 . 1 8-+. H is 
father was Tur y and his mother, I\Iar ) ( Law son) Ne lson-pi oneer · o f Cen-
tral Illinois. 

As a young man , Dr. el on atten ded th e publi c chools o f hi s natiYe 
town and later completed a cour se at T oulon r\ caclemy , Illin ois. H is aca demic 
educati on was taken at \Villiams College an I at th e ni versity o f Chic ag o, 
from which latter instituti on he recei ved hi s B. S. deg ree. In 19 11 he re-
ceived the degree of Doctor o f Iedicin e fr om th e U ni versity of Chica go and 
Ru sh Medical College. 

Dr. Nelson took hi s intern eship as house physician at the L os A ngeles 
Gener al H ospital in 1911-1 2 an d wa s Police Sur geo n in th e L os ngeles re-
ceiving ho spital in 19 13. In the latter year he commenced pri va te practice 
in the city of Lo s Angeles. Sh ortl y after , in 19 17, he mad e hi s home in Bev -
erly Hill s, where he opened an office which he ha s since maintain ed , along 
with his office in the P ro fessional Buildin g in L os A ngeles. H e ha s th e dis-
tinction of having had the first physician ' s office in Beverl y Hill s. 

Since 1917, in addition to hi s general pr actice , he ha s g iven generou sly 
of hi s time in ser ving Beve rly Hill s as Health Officer and P olice Surgeon. He 
has dravvn up and devel oped practicall y all the ordinance s ha ving to do with 
the health of this city. A t the pre sent time he has associated with him in his 
local office, Dr. Jam es W . Young , and hi s newphew , Dr. Roland C. Nel son. 

Dr. Nelson belon gs to various organiz ations including the Ma sonic ( 32 
degree) Shriner s, the Phi Si gma Kappa , the Phi Beta Pi medical fraternity, 
the Rotary Club, the U niver sity Club of Los Angeles and Jonathan Club. He 
is a memb er of Lo s Angeles County Medical Society , California State Medical 
Society, the American Medical A ssociation, and the American Public Health 
Asso ciation . 

In addition to hi s general clinic for the practice of medicine and sur-
gery , he maintains a research departm ent in hi s L os Angeles office for special 
studie s in dia gnosis and tr eatment, and is dev eloping new preparations for the 
tr eatm ent of certain diseases. 

Dr. Nel son 's div ersions are mu sic and public welfare work. He has been 
a member of the Ellis Club of Los Ang eles, th e Shrine Chanters and bass 
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so lo ist in the Ho llywood Co ngregational Church. He was one of the organ-
ize 1·s of the Protesta nt \\ el fa re sociation , ,, hich maintains the Pacific 
Lodge fo r bo ys at Girar d, California. 

T he doct or ma1Tied the fo rm er Julia Prindle of \ i\Tilliamstown, Massachu-
setts . I\Ir s. Ne lson' s biography will be found elsewhere in this volume. 

J ULIA BETH PRINDLE NELSON 

Julia Bet h Prindle Ne lson (Mrs. Charles F. Nelson), one of the city's 
most popular and out stand ing women , is a nati ve of Williamstown , Mass-
achusetts. She is the daughter of George H. Prindle and Elizabeth ( South-
worth) P rin d le. Her par ent s, who are now residing in Beverly Hills , are both 
from families of English ex traction. 

Mrs. Nelson rec eived her early schooling in her nati ve town and sub-
seq uentl y attended Mount Holyoke College from which she graduated. She 
tau ght schoo l for about a year at East Hampton, Massachusetts, and soon 
there af te1· vvas married to Dr. Nelson. A lways intere sted in education , she 
has become affiliated with Mills College here on the coast as a member of 
the Associate Council. 

Dr. and Mrs. Nelson came to Beverly Hills in 1917 and have resided here 
ever since. Mrs. Nelson has taken an active and promin ent part in many 
organizations. She is a charter and Ii fe member of the Beverly Hills Women's 
Club, and is no w serving her second yea r as president of this large and in-
fluential group. She served as the club 's tre asurer for five years , prior to 
bein g elected president, and during thi s period the club purchased the lots and 
erected its very fine clubhouse . Mrs. Nelson vvas selected as a member of the 
first Library Board of Beverly Hills and is still serving in that capacity. 
She is a life member of the Frida y Morning Club of Los Angeles. Always 
much interested in the Young Women s Christian Asso ciat ion, Mrs. Nelson 
has served on the Board of Directors of the Los Angeles branch for many 
years, as well as Chairman of the Holl yw ood branch for four years. She is 
a Ii fe m ember of the Women's University Club of Lo s Angeles and is affiliated 
with the \.Vomen's University Club of Beverly Hills . A nother interest is the 
Beverly Hill s chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution . She is 
now serving on the general budget committee of the Lo s Angeles Community 
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Chest, and was one of the organizer s of the local Communi l1y Che. t. Her 
church affiliation is the Congregational. 

Mrs. Nelson has long been active in social welfare work and i at pre ent 
a member of the Ass ociated \,\ omen ' Committee of nempl oyed Relief 
for women, as well as a member of the State Emerge ncy Relief Committee 
of Work Projects for women. Apa rt from her nume rous duties in connection 
with clubs and other or ganization s, Mrs . 1elson has an active home lif e 
filled with many diversified interests. 

CYR U S J . GADDIS , D. 0. 

One of the most noted osteopaths of the United States is Dr. C. J. Gadcli , 
who, since 1931 has maintained his office in Beve rly Hills . 

Dr. Gaddis was born on a farm near College Springs, Pa ge County , 
Iowa, April 29, 1868, the rnn of John Clark and Jessie Gordon l\licConchie 
Gaddis. After receiving his early educati on in the country school of hi s na-
tive county, he attended Amity College, in Iowa, and Orleans College at San 
Jose, California. The next few years were spent as a principal of a high 
school. After several years as field manager for a Chicago publi shing firm, 
he decided to prepare for his profession. He took his professional train-
ing at the Kirk sville College of Osteopathic Physicians and Sur geons , from 
which institution he received his degree in 1907. After practicing a year at 
Fort Collins, Colorado, he returned to California and located at Oakland. 
In 1911 Dr. Gaddis was married to Margaret Ann Inglis of New York City, 
an unusually beautiful and efficient comrade in his v.rork. Mrs. Gaddis died 
in 1932 leaving one daughter, Margaret Jean (Peggy). In Oakland he 
helped organize the Oakland Osteopathic Clinic, was president of the Cali-
fornia Writers' Club for three years, became a Four Minute Man during the 
war, and president of his local and state osteopathic associations. Dr. Gaddis 
was twice appointed by Governor Stevens to the State Medical Board. 

In 1922 Dr. Gaddis was elected executive secretary of the American Os-
teopathic Association in Chicago and editor of its official publication, The 
Journal of the A. 0. A. and The Forum of Osteopathy. \i\Thile in this office 
his name appeared in Chicago's vVho's Who, also Who's Who in America. 
He was nine years in charge of the central office, visiting nearly every osteo-
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pathic cent er in the , arious state and add res sing high schools and clubs. He 
was se nt to Europe as a nation al repre sentative to visit hospitals and clinics 
on that continent. 

In th e comparatively sho rt time Dr. Gaddis has resided and maintained 
hi · o ffice in Be , erly Hills he ha s taken an outstanding part in the life of the 
communit y . He is a , ice-pre sident of the Kiwanis Club, a trustee of the 
Beverly Hills Co mmunit y Church , a member of the public relations commit-
tee of the Bever !) Hills Chamber of Commerce. He hopes. to see in Beverly 
Hill a communit y hou se and a mu seum and art center which will make for 
hi gh cultui-al and spiritual values. 

Dr. Gaddis ha s taken and still takes a prominent part in the organizations 
of his profession. He is a pa st pre sident of the State Ass ociation of Osteo-
path s, a tru stee and facult y member of the Los Angeles Osteopathic College 
of Physicians and Surgeons, and consultant in General Medicine at the L. A. 
County Osteopathic Hospital. He is program chairman of the Hollywood 
Luncheon Club of Osteopathic ph ys ician s, and is often called to lecture be-
fore club s and schools . Dr. Gaddis is also a Mason. 

The Docto1· ha s written numerou s articles on osteopathic and health sub-
ject s , and .is the author of a book , "F ri endly Chats on Health and Living ," 
no vv in its third edition. 

Dr. Gaddis' office is located at 450 North Beverly Dri ve. He is the 
owner of a beautiful home at 505 North P alm Dri, e, Beverly Hills . Last 
year he v.ras joined by his nephew, Dr. A lvin R. Gaddis, an associate in gen-
eral practice. 

The doctor believes there is a friendly law in the universe that has a way 
of supplying every human need, a friendl y interest at the center of things that 
bring s to you nearly everything for which you are read y. He believes that 
in the future much of a physician 's time will be spent in checking up periodi-
cally each individual so as to find easily any incipient disease. People then 
will not wait until they are ill to call a doctor but will go to be kept fit and 
efficient on the j ob. This is the sensible, economic way. Dr . Gaddis be-
lieves , to care for human beings , and it mean s more year s to one's life and 
more life to one's years. 

LELAND P. REEDER 

A son who is carrying on a fine tradition set by a distinguished father 
1s Leland P. Reeder, one of the most substantial and proo-ressive citizens of 

• h 
this city. He is president of three of the foremost busines s institutions here: 
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The Beverly Hill s Real E state Compan y, Beve rly H ills In suranc e Comp any, 
and the Old Colon y Mo rt gage Compan y. T he latt er is one of hi s om1 pro-
jects; the two first named were organized in assoc iat ion \Yith hi s fat her . in 
the yea rs 1919 to 1921. 

In public affairs Mr. Reeder is pre sident of the Rota1·y Club of _Be,·erly 
Hills , past president of the Realty Board , pa t vice-pr esident of th e Chamber 
of Commerce, and a chart er member both of the local l\/Iasonic Club and Los 
Angeles Country Club. 

Leland P. Reeder was born Oct ober 5, 189 1, in Logan. Kansa s, son o f 
"William A. and Eunice H . Reeder. T he former, a pioneer resident of Bev -
erly Hills, died November 7, 1929. His bio (Traphy appears in an other part of 
this volume . Through the pat ern al side Le land P. Reeder' s ancestr y was 
Pennsylvania Dutch; his mother 's people came from England. 

Mr. Reeder graduated fr om Stan fo rd in 1915 with the degree of A . B. 
and from University of Southern Califo rni a in 1917 with an LL. B. He is 
a member of the S. A . E. college frat ernit y and Phi D elta Phi law frater-
nity. 

Enli sting as a pri va te in the \Vorld \\ 'ar, Mr. Reeder served in th e 364 th 
Infantr y of the 91st Di vision . Later he was transf erred to the 37th Ohio 
National Guard and ultimatel y became 1st Lieutenant in the Infantry of the 
Regular Army. He served two years altogether. \Nhen he return ed to this 
city it was to embark with his father in the or ganization of the Beverly Hills 
Real Estate Company, the oldest firm of its kind here. 

The home of Mr. and Mrs. Reeder ( who was Caroline Campbell of 
Salt Lake City) is at 811 Rexford Dri ve. Their son, \tVilliam , was born in 
Beverly Hills. 

KA THERINE ADAMS STOEPEL 

Mrs. Katherine Adams Stoepel, who has been a resident of Los Ange les 
County for the past fifte en years, and of Beverly Hills for the past twelve 
years, is a native of Detroit, Michigan, and is the daughter of Frances Adams 
and Isabel Duncan Adams. Her father was a pioneer lumb erman of Mich-
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igan and was descended from the famous \clams family, from which came 
two Presidents of the United States. 

Mrs. Stoepel received her early schooling at the noted Liggett School in 
Detroit and subsequently attended Vassar College for two years, following 
which she spent two years in European travel. 

A s a young lady she made numerous visits to California with her par-
ents , her first when she was only seven years old, and always had a longing 
to liva in this favored section of the United States. It was in 1922 that she 
and her husband settled in Beverly Hills. Their first home was on Camden 
Drive, but is now at 626 North Canon Drive . 

Mrs. Stoepel has taken an active part in various organizations in Beverly 
Hills. For a number of years s.he "as a member of the ·woman's Club; for 
the past four years she has served on the local Girl Scouts council, and she 
was a charter member of the Parent-Teachers' Association organized at the 
Hawthorne School, Beverly's first school. She has also been affiliated with 
the Vassar Club of Southern California for some years past. 

Mrs . Stoepel was married in Michigan in 1913 to \i\Tarren Van Court 
Stoepel. They have hvo daughters: Francis Adams Stoepel, who is a student in 
the University of California at Los Angeles, and Catherine Graham Stoepel, 
at the Hawthorne School. 

A. R. GADDIS, D. 0. 

Dr. A. R. Gaddis is a native of Atlanta, Nebraska, and was born No-
vember 9, 1898, the son of Arthur and Grace Gaddis. He received his gram-
mar and high school education at Grant, Nebraska, and his five-year profes-
sional training at the Chicago College of Osteopathy. 

After practicing for one year in Evanston, Illinois, and 4 years in Rog-
ers Park, Chicago, he came to Beverly Hills in 1933, since which time he has 
been associated with his uncle, Dr. C. J. Gaddis, whose biography will be 
found elsewhere in this work. 

Dr. A. R. Gaddis was married to Marie Lyon, and they have one son, 
Robert L. Gaddis. 
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LLO YD BR D NER CA FIELD 

Of the third generation of Fire Chiefs, Ll oyd Bradn er Ca nfield is fo l-
lowino- the tradition set by hi s grandfather I rael anfield, wh o wa~ fire 
commis sioner in Ogden , Uta h. His O\rn fat her , Chi f \. Brad ner anfiel 1. 
was in that service at the time the son \\"as born a a member of the Ogden 
department of which he later became the Chief and sti ll continue in that 
work, havino- been chief of the department of Pocate llo. Idaho. ince 19 16. 
The subject 

0
of thi s biographical sketch , as Ch ief of Bever ly Hi lls Fire De-

partment , is charged with the responsibilit y of protecting the co tly r . idenc es 
and public buildings of this district - a respon sibility he ha s clischaraed full 
well. 

Mr. Canfield was born in Ogden, tah , February 7, 1897. His. mother 
was the former Helen Collins. He atte nded the public schools of Ogde n and 
then enrolled in the Int er-Mo unt a in Business College of that place. Sub e-
quently he atten ded the 1ichigan State Aut omoti,·e College in Detroit. 

For two year s during the \i\Torld War fr. Canfie ld was in charge of all 
road tests in the experimental department of the Chalmers. Moto r Car Co. in 
Detroit, manufacturin g Holt tractors for the U nit ed States Government. 
Then he worked five yea rs for the Oregon Short Line Railroad in Poca tello , 
Idaho, also being a member of the fire department o f that city und er hi s father 
at the same time. 

Mr. Canfield's first arrival in California elates back to 1906. It was 
July 1, 1925, that he arrived in Beverly Hills to take over the fire department 
as Chief. He organized the department from one hose truck and two men 
to three stations, eight pieces of equipment, and a force of forty men. The 
:ecords show that Beverly Hills has as low a fire prot ect ion rate as any place 
m_ the state. Its fire rating is on a par with the highest, its insur ance rates 
with the lowest in the state, accorclinrr to tabul at ion s by the Board of Fire Un-
derwriters. 0 

Among other preparation and training for his job , Chief Canfield spent 
a time at the American LaFrance Fire Engine Com pany of New York in order 
to get first hand information and kno wledge rega rdin g fire engine s. 

At Ogden , Utah , in 1916, Chief Canfield was unit ed in m arr iage to Vilate 
Fronk of that place . Their Beverly Hills home is at 9309 Burton Way. A . 
Bradner Canfield, their son, age 18, is a pre-dental student in Santa Monica 
Junior College. 

Chief Canfield is a member of Beverly Hills Community Church and a 
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charter member of Be\ erly Hills 1\IIen's Club. He belongs to the Kiwanis 
Club , Elks Lodcre No. 906 of \\ hich he is a Past Esteemed Leading Knight, 
1\Iasonic Lodge No. 81 an I Chapt er No. 6. Royal rch Masons of Pocatello. 
He i: pre ident of the Pacific Coas t ssociation of Fire Chiefs, and a mem-
ber of the International Fire Chiefs s.sociation. 

The Chief' hobby , as \\ ell as \ ocation, is: Fire prevention , and the pro-
motion and ach ·ancement of the fire sen ice through the various associations 
of the sen ice. 

BOYD . PETERSON 

Boyd A. Peterson , efficient and popular manager of the Howard Auto-
mobile Company, at 338 North Canon, is one of those who, knowing what 
he wanted to do, has steadfastly followed his chosen career and met with a 
very satisfactory measure of success in the vicinity of his early home. 

Although born in Eureka, California, May 20, 1901, the subject of this 
sketch attended high school in Los ngeles, where his father's business had 
brought the family . He is the son of Boyd Nelson and Hulda (Anderson) 
Peterson. During the World vVar he was a member of the R.O.T.C. 

Mr. Peterson entered the automobile business, working for Harry F. 
Phillips in Los .Angeles a year and a half, then ten months in Riverside. He 
then came to Hollywood and for five years was salesman for the Howard 
Motor Company. In 1929 he was promoted to assistant sales manager, becom-
ing sales manager in 1932. The following year, in May, he was transferred 
to Beverly Hills to take charge of the firm's local office. Progressive and up-
to-date in his methods, Mr. Peterson has been a factor in the well-deserved 
success enjoyed by the Howard Automobile Company. 

In 1929, on October 9, in Hollywood, Mr. Peterson was united in marri-
age to Thelma Tarbell of Bedford, Ohio. They are the parents of two sons: 
Boyd Anderson, Jr., age 4.½, who has just entered Berkeley Hall; and 
Dwight Tarbell, ·who is a year old. Their home is at 143 North La Peer 
Drive. 

Mr. Peterson's church connection is with the Christian Scienti sts. 

Golf and fishing are his favorite recreational diversions. 



196 HISTOR Y OF BE ERL Y IlTLL. 

i\L RY PICKFORD 

( 1RS . DOCGL. -\S F :\IRB .-\NKS) 

To the countr y at la rge Iar) Pickford i kno ,, ·n as "_•\m erica' s Sweet-
heart;" locally she is affe ct ionat ely con iderecl "T he F ir st Lady of Be ,·erl) 
Hill s." The intere st and rega rd of thi s community ha ,·e. appar ent! ). been 
returned by the wo man who se caree r in m ot ion pi ctur es has cai-ried her 
name around the wo rld. M iss Pickford has repeatedl y show n int eres t in the 
communit y development and welfare of Bever ly Hills, and has g i,·en of her 
time and effort, as well as m oney, to further the succ e . of so m e loca l proj ect. 
Pickfair , her home on a Be, erly hillt op, has been thrown open on num erous 
occasions to swell the fund s fo r so me benefit 0 1· charitable affa ii-. She has 
made speeches and talked over the radio and in all way s sh0\ n1 a hi gh cleg 1·ee 
of citizen ship. Were Ma ry Pickford comparatiYely an unkn o ,Yn, she would 
still have a warm place in the heart s o f her Beverly Hills nei ghbo1·s . 

Born in Toronto, Canada , April 8, 1893, th e subject o f this sketch made 
her stage debut at the tender age of fiv e yea rs . Her m oth er wa s a character 
actress and the child absorbed naturall y th e lo re and traditi ons of th e stage. 
Smith was the family nam e, and "Our M ary" was then known as Gladys. 

Coming into motion pictures as one of the pion eers in that astonishing 
industry, she now heads the Mary Pickford Company of Hollyv, 1ood. A mong 
early days of the movies her first marked success was He a rts A drift. A mong 
the best known pictures in which Mis s Pickford has starred are: Tess of the 
Storm Country, Stella Maris, Daddy Long Legs, Rebecca of Sunn ybrook 
Farm, Poor Little Rich Girl, Coquette, and Taming of the Shrew. 

HOW ARD 0. DENNIS, M.D . 

Dr. Howard 0. Dennis, well known physician and suro-eon of Beverly 
Hills, was born at Perry, Oklahoma, November 28, 1896, th; son of Charles 
E. and Emma S. (Brown) Dennis. 

He received his education at the University of Illinois, receiving the de-
gree of B. S. in 1919 and the M. D. in 1921. He served his interneship at 
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the Los . .-\n gelcs General Hosp ita l and tarted practice at Be,erly Hills in 
S eptember , 1922, and has continued ince this time. 

Durin O' the \ oriel \ Var , Dr. Dennis served in the Hospital Corps of the 
U . S. Nav). 

I-Ie is a memb er of num ero us organizations , including the various medi-
cal ocieti es, the Beve rly Hill s Rotary Club the Bel \ir Country Club, the 

estpo rt Beac h Club, the Maso ns, Shriner , Pi Kappa \lpha social frater-
nit y and N u Sigma N u Me lical Frate rnit y . 

D r . Dennis marri ed Bess J o ephine Roger s at Hollywood , California , 
on Jul y 2, 192 3. They ha,e two children: Paul Charles and Rosemary 
Dennis. 

LOU ROSE 

Lou Rose has attained distinct success in two widely different fields-
real estate and the automobile business. Since he opened a real estate office 
in Beverly Hills in 1921 he ha s handled mo st of the lar ger business proper ties 
of this cit y . He made the first 99-year lease in Beverly Hills-the Bank of 
A merica Building, invo lving a total consider ation of $2,400,000. The sale of 
the Profes sional Building and the syndicating of Led gmont Park are tran-
sactions ne go tiated by Mr. Ro se. He also sold \tVill Rogers his ranch, this 
tran sa ction involving half a million dollars. 

Hi s fir st office in this city was in the Beverly Hill s Hotel , but he presently 
moved to the corner of Santa Monica Boulevard and Beverly Dri ve, remain-
ing at that location four years. His present handsome suite is at 9562 Wil shire 
Boulevard. He does a general real estate business, including property man-
agement and investments . 

Indianapolis, Indiana , is the birthplace of Lou Rose , who was born 
August 17, 1885, the son of Clarence L. and Robert s (Morse) Rose. His 
father was a bridge contractor in the middle west, Nebraska and Kansas, and 
the family therefore lived principally in those states. The boy grad uated 
from the high school at Hastings, Nebraska . 

Mr. Rose 's commercial career commenced with the Southern California 
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F ruit Exchan ge in Detroit. F our years later he ente red th e au tomobile 
business, spendin g tw o yea rs as a mechanic in a nat ional facto ry. He then 
rnld au tomobiles in In dianapoli four year s for Car l F i her, go ing to pokane, 
W ashington, next, to open an automobile agency. R etu rnin o- to Det roit thr ee 
years later he was appointed \ ssi. tant Sale s Ma nager o f the S tu debaker 
Corporation. In thi s connection he spent six year in De t ro it , re ignin g to 
take the agency for distributi on o f Chalmer ca r. in N orth ern Cali fo rni a in 
1910. E leven year s later he came to Bever ly Hi ll . 

In Spokane, in 19 11, Mr . R ose \\ as unit ed in marri age to Mae T\ferrill 
of th at city. T hey are the parent s o f t wo sons : L ou, Jr., 2 1, a stud ent at 
U .C.L. A., and L arr y, 14, who goes to Bever ly H ills H igh School. T heir 
home is at 215 South Spauldin g. 

Mr. Rose is a member of the Cat holic Church , Beve rly H ills Chamber 
of Commerce and Realty Board , Los Angeles Countr y Club, an d th e Fa mil y 
Club of San Franci sco. 

Durin g the World War he was appoint ed chairm an o f th e aut omobile 
division both of the Libert y Loan and for the Red Cro ss . He is li sted in 
the Blue Book of California, 1926-27-28. 

Although much of his recreational life ha s been asso ciat ed with golf in 
which he has won in Californi a tournam ent s 42 cup s and trophie s. M r. R ose 
is very fond of horseback ridin g and gives as much time to that form of 
recreation as is possible. 

CHRISTOPHER C. BARRICK 

Although a resident of Beverly Hills only the last five years of his life, 
the late Christopher C. Barrick became a very well and favorably known 
citizen of the communit y and his memory is cherished by his many friends 
here. 

Mr. Barrick was born in Carroll County, Ohio, in which state he re-
sided until coming to California, first in 1903 and again in 1926. His father 
was a soldier in the Civil War. For years he held the position of Tax Super-
visor in Ohio, and was appointed to the office by several different governors. 
He also was a large land owner in hi s native state and cut up and sold several 
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ex ten 1 ,·e pieces f prope1·ty in Ca nt on ,, hich \\ ere later subdivided. 

In 1903 fr. Ban ·ick came to Los ngeles and organized a plaster com-
pany ancl hacl a a sociate s in this bu ine s e, eral , ery important men, in-
clu di n g Ha rr y h and ler of the Los \ngeles Times. A fter a short while he 
returned to O hi o . locat ing at Ca nt on. Here he entered the manufacturing 
bu s ine s., orga ni zin g the Un ion :Meta l Com pan), which ,, as the pioneer com-
pany of the u nited States in the manufacture of ornamental street lighting 
fixture s, tee! o rn ame nt a l columns for residences, steel structures for filling 
s tati o n s, and garde n or namen tat ion. This became a, ery large and successful 
business , and the comp any 's products \\ ere sold o, er the United States and in 
foreign countries. 

It is interesting to note that during the \ iVorld \ iVar Mr. Barrick turned 
over his factory to the U nited State s government to be used for the making of 
container s for the 75-millimeter shells for the French guns, it being the only 
manufacturin g plant i'n the United States equipped to produce this particular 
type of container. 

Realizing that he had accumulated all the ,~ orldly goods required for 
the rest of his life , M1·. Barrick in 1926 sold out his factory and retired, 
locatin g in Beverly Hills at that time. He took an interested part in the life 
of the communit y and was always noted as a sport sman. He was a greast 
lover of fishing and hunting, and had a summer home in Michigan near 
Mackinac, where for man y yea rs he engaged in these sports. In California 
he was a member of the Fishing Club of Azusa and he was also affiliated 
with the Del Mar Club of Santa Monica. 

Mr. Barrick was married to Mrs. Euroia M. Bair at Canton, in 1918. 
He had three children by a former marriage: Donald Charle s, Luther M., and 
Pearl M. 

He died May 12, 1931. . 

MRS. CHRISTOPHER C. BARRICK 

Mrs. Christopher C. Barrick, nee Euroia M. Weimar, was born at 
Sterling, Illinois, the dau~hter of Luther M. Prestton and Macrcrie Weimar bb 



200 HISTORY OF BEVERLY HILLS 

Pre ston. Ha ving lost her father before her birth and her moth er an invalid , 
she was reared by her grandparents, Mr. and 1/frs. John D. \tVeimar. She 
was known by their name because of thi s tragedy . 

Mrs . Barrick spent her early Ii fe in Nebra ska , and was a school teacher 
from the early age of fourteen, attaining distinction as a speciali st in the 
primary grades; ultimately her teaching became restricted entirely to mu sic. 

The greater part of Mrs. Barrick's life has been spent in Ohio , and she 
took an outstand ing part in the organization and upbuildin g of Yarious civic 
groups in Canton. During the \ i\f orlcl 'vVar she was unu sually active; she 
worked in the Food Administration Department and was secreta ry of the 
Stark County Food bra.nch, and was chairman of the Women 's- Committee 
of the Council of Na tional Defen se for thi s Count y. She ser ved as president 
of the Sorosis Club for three years, and during the wai- made it a clearin g 
house for our government. 

A fter the wa r Mrs . Barick organized the Canton \tVomen's Club, a 
$100,000 project , which is out of debt and has a member ship of 800. She 
had the distinction of having established the first \ i\f oman's War Markets in 
the United States at Canton, Massilon and Alliance , which proved to be a 
great service. When leaving Canton she was senior member of the Park 
Board of that city , having served under several mayors. 

Since residing in Beverly Hills, Mrs. Barrick has carried on her activity 
in club work. She is a member of the Beverly Hill s Woman's Club, the 
Ebell Club of Los Angeles, and the \i\f oman 's Athletic Club of that city. She 
belongs to the Hollywood Opera Reading Club and has always been an ardent 
worker for the Hollywood Bov,11. Her interest in politic s goes back many 
years, and she was chairman of the \tVomen's organization of Beverly Hills 
for the recent gubernatorial campaign of Frank Merriam. 

One of her most recent activities in Beverly Hills- has been the establish-
ment of "finance" groups for boys and girls, in which the children are taught 
the importance of systematic saving and the management of money. The 
girls' group is known as the "Hope Chest," and the boys' the "Treasure 
Chest." 

Mrs. Barrick has one son by her first marriage: John Raymond Bair, of 
Canton, Ohio, who served as a major in the United States Regular Army 
during the World War. 
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.-\PT. l\I. L. V LL CE 

.-\ kalc id o cope Y1e, f the life of M.L. allance , Captain of the 
Be ·el"ly Hi lls Po lice Fo rce. re,·eal a boyhoo I in cotland ... homesteading 
on a w estern claim . .. en ice in the Royal \ir Force and the Canadian 
l\Io unt ecl P lic e . .. amateur footba ll. .. work in motion picture studios ... and 
a splendid rec o rd of ac hi e, ement in Beverly Hills ci ·ic life. 

Hamilton , Scot land , is the birthplace of M.L. Vallance, who~e natal 
clay is \pril 23, 1899. James and Ma ry (Kerr) Vallance, his parent s, had a 
fa mil y of 14 chilch·en-7 boys and 7 g irl s. Capta in Vallance is the baby of 
fhe 14; the el lest is Lad y '\ nn Lauder , "if e of Sir Harry Lauder, beloved 
aro und the world for hi s delineation of Scotch ongs. The captain 's father 
is a r etired superint end ent of mines , of Hamilton and also the inventor of 
man y minin g appliance s. T he boy 's educati on commenced in the primary 
sch oo l in Dunoon and other schools in Lon Ion. Later in life he attended 
night sc hool s in Canada and the U nited St ates. 

The lad's f ir st emp loyment was 18 months in a law office in Dunoon. 
Then, although but a yo uth , he emigrated to Sa skatchewan , Canada, in 1915 
and home steaded 16 1 acres of government land , which he still owns. He 
remained thr ee yea rs on the claim, alternating his ranching by working six 
months of the yea r in the offices of the Sa skat oon Hotels in Saskatchewan. 

In 1918 he joined the Ro ya l A ir Force, but in a few months the Arm-
istice was signed so he went into the Canadian Mounted Police. Received his 
discharge three years later with the rank of Ass istant Quartermaster Ser-
gean t. 

A t this time occurred his marriage, in Ottawa, Ontario , to Kathleen 
Kincaid, an employee of th e Canadian Government. 

California claimed Captain Vallance in 1922. He arrived in Eagle Rock 
in June and played football there for the " Overseas Club." This continued, 
in season for about ten years. June 1, 1923, he went to work for the Rodeo 
Land and Vv ater Company as special representative. Then came a period 
·when he worked for Universal Studios as technical director on a picture 
dealing with the Mounted Police. For several months thereafter he worked 
at various other studios. 

He came to the Beverly Hills police force in May, 1926, as a patrolman. 
By diligence and dependability and other outstanding qualities has worked 
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him self up to the rank of Captain, receiving that commi ion Februa ry 1, 1933. 

Captain Vallance has received many meda ls and cup f? r h?ot ing. He 
is rated as a super-e xpe rt revolver shot in the state of aliforn1 a. He ha 
se, era! gold medal s for the 100 and 440-yard da h; al o the Duke of Argy ll 
Cup for 440-yard dash in Scotland. His lo, ·e of ports and the out- of -doors 
ha ve led Captain Vallance into Scouting. He i a former Scoutma ter of 
Troop 42, and the recipient of the Eagle Scout a\\ ard. 

Or ganizations with which Captain Vallance i 
terian Church, Peace Officers Asso ciation of Lo s 
State and National Rifle Association, and Post 
B.E.S.L., of which he is commander. 

identifi ed are the Pre~by -
ngel es County, California 
o. 59 Canadian Legion, 

Captain and Mrs . Vallance and their two childr en live at 206 Iorth 
Palm Drive. Gloria D. , age 11, has been heard ove r the radio as a piani st. She 
is a student of Miss Dori s Orser of Beverly Hills, and the winner of the 
A lexand er Kosloff and C. Purves-Smith Scolar ship of Music. 

The very unusual hobby of Captain Vallance is, making freak instru-
ments. 

HARRY A. SAMUEL 

Harry A. Samuel is one of those who, though native of a foreign country 
and orphaned in childhood , ha s overcome many difficulties, met with a most 
laudable degree of success, and earned for him self a re spected place in the 
community chosen for his home. 

Mr. Samuel was born July 12, 1879, in Huno-ary , a country in which 
h!s father was a farmer. When he was but seven \ears of age, his mother 
cited: and the year after, his father also. In Hungary in 1901, he married 
Loui se Hersh. Two yea rs later the young couple came to New York, where 
Mr . Samuel remained for ten years in the paintin g and decorating business. 
After a rrival in Los Angeles in 1911, Mr. Samuel worked for about ten 
month s for Barker's, then started his own business , maintaining it in Los 
Angeles from 1912 to 1921. During the latt er part of that period he had an 
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assoc iat ion with Clyde cull , contractor , for \\h orn he did the decorating 
work. 

I n 192 1 f r. Sa mu el cho e Beve rly Hills fo r his permanent location. 
Hi s hop at 262 No rth Be\'erly D ri\· e carri e on a painting and decorating 
bu sine ss, and a lso has a picture framing department. It enjoys a fine clientele 
a nd is a rea l a et among Beve rly H ills instituti ons. 

\lthou crh . he had prepared fo r colleae in Hun gary, Mr. Samuel con-
tinued to stud y \\ hen he arr ived in thi s countr). In 1920 he graduated from 
Los A n rreles H igh Schoo l. It had been his intenti on to take up medicine 
as a prnfe ion . H is ix chi ldren are a talented and interesting group. Louis 
forrnedy m anage r of R amon Iova rro , O\\'nS the Penguin Book Shop; 
\ndr ew, was fo rm er ly a profe ssional dancer , \\·hile Benjamin is studying to 

be a la wye r. T here a re also t\ o daught ers, Ella and Mary, and a son, Ray-
mond. 

M r. Samuel is a chart er member of Bever ly Hills Kiwanis Club and also 
h old m emb ers hip s in the local Chambe r of Commerce, the Sea Breeze Beach 
Club , and th e E lks Lod ge of Santa Nionica. During the thirteen years of 
his res idence in this cit y, l\/Ir. Samu el has built thirteen homes. 

SAM CARR NEEL 

Sam Carr Neel, insurance specialist, kne,v while still in college the 
career he ·wanted to follow. A fter graduation from the university he com-
m enced wo rk , in 1926, for the May Company of Los Angeles, in their de-
livery department. When he resigned, two years later , he had been promoted 
to the po st of Merchandise Manager. He then came to Beverly Hills and 
was associated with the real estate and insurance firm of Kem & Elkins for 
three years before opening his own office. 

Under Dr. Rockwell , of the University of Southern California , he is 
taking the Chartered Life Underwriters Course and , since January 1931, has 
had his own offices at 9401 Brig~1ton 'vVay. 

Encampment, \iVyoming, in the birthplace of Sam Carr Neel, who was 
born October 15, 1903, the son of Samuel R. and Fanny (Stubbs) Neel. 
His father v.ras a banker and stock and bond broker in Salt Lake City and 
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Lo s Angeles, who in 1896 had been nati onal champion in tenni s. T_heir ~on 
attended high schools in Salt Lake City and Hollywood , late r n:iatnc ulatm g 
at the University of California at Los Angeles. He was pre sident of the 
Freshman class in the latter school. He is a Beta Theta Pi, and belongs to 
the Golden Bear. 

In local affairs-, Mr. Neel is co-founder and first pre sident of the Be\·er ly 
Hills In sura nce Agen ts Associa tion. This organization is affiliated with 
the National and State Insurance Age nts ' Associat ions. His religi ous con-
nection is- with the Episcopalian Church. 

Mrs. Neel assists her hu sband in the bu siness and is very much an asset 
for her attractive per sonality and fine capabilitie s. She was formerly Jean 
Hay, a native of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, but had lived principally in New 
York City. They were united in marriage February 22, 1930, at \V estwood, 
the first wedding in the vVestwood Community Church. Their hom e is at 
1140 South Crescent Heights Boulevard. 

Mr. Nee l is a spor ts fan and goes in for golf, tennis and sw m1m1ng. 

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN MASSEY 

Occasionally one finds a person who ha s made a distinct success in two 
vastly different lines of busine~s. Such a man is Benjamin Franklin Massey . 

In 1928 he opened the Rodeo Super Service Station , at the corner of 
Rodeo and Santa Monica, which was Beverly Hills' first super service. He 
took in E. H. Kasting as a partner in 1933. In January of '34 they erected 
the beautiful super service at the corner of Rodeo and Brighton Way, and 
two mont hs later another at 1160 Glendon, \i\Testwoo cl. Richfield Products 
and Firestone Tires are carried, and a complete super-service is available to 
the public at both locations. Both stations are hand some additions to the 
localities they serve. 

B. F. Massey is a native of Yellville, Arkansas, born April 23, 1890. 
His parents are Scott W. and Virginia (Vaughn) Massey, the former an 
attorney of that state. The boy had his early education at the private school 
of the Christian Brothers in St. Louis. 

The first 20¼ years of his commercial career were spent in the who le-
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_a le dry g ods bu sine . fir t in t. Loui and later in Lo ngeles. For more 
than t n year_ he \\"a with the arleton Dr) Good Company, in the Missouri 
city, ·tarting in the mailin o- clepartmeent. \fter arri al in Los ngeles, Feb-
ru a 1") 5, l 1 G, l\Ir. l\Ia e) ·s connect ion fo r the next decade was with the 
M ilt on ~- Cooper Dry Goo l · ornpany. \t the time the business was liqui-
dated he held the re . ponsible position of buyer for the silks, woolens and 
cotton s . 

Mr. Massey is a member of the Ep i copal Church. His fraternal affil-
iat ions a 1·e with the Mason . the Scotti h Rite (14 degree), and Ro)al Arch 
Chapte l". Hi s \ 1Vorl 1 \\ a r servi ce wa with the 144th Field Artillery. 

At St. Louis. Septembe r 20, 19 13, ocurred Mr . Massey's marriage to 
Nellie Spe ncer of Chica go. They are the parents of three children: Scott 
Spencer, 20, a tu lent at Un iversity of Californi a at Los Angeles; Nancy 
J ea n , 15 , who attend Beve rly Hills High School; and Ann Spencer, 10, 
who goes to the Hawthorne School. The family home is at 623 North Elm. 

Football is Mr. Massey's favorite sport. 

RALPH OPDYKE , M.D. 

Dr. Ralph Opdyke wc1s born at Asbury, New Jersey, May 10, 1869, 
the son of C. W. and Jennie ( Creveling) Opdyke. His father was an attorney 
and a writer publishing a hi sto ry of New Jersey covering the Revolutionary 
period. He was also author of the Opd yke Genealogy, tracing the family back 
to 1387 in Holland. George Opdyke, the doctor 's grandfather, was the first 
Republican ma yo r of New York and he assisted in Lincoln's nomination. 

D1·. Opdyke recei ved his early education at Leal's Private School in 
Plainfield, New Jer sey. He later attended ·wo rcester Academy, at Worcester, 
Mass., and Harvard University. During this time he also studied and traveled 
extensively in Europe . His medical education was taken at the Medical 
Department of Ne, v York University where he received his M.D. degree. 
Int erne ship followed at Bellevue Hospital, New York City and then 8 years 
of general practice. He, meanwhile, took post-graduate work and was connect-
ed with the New York Post Graduate Hospital for 18 years, serving some 
year s as Ad junct Professor of the diseases of the eye. Most of this time he 
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was on the staff of the New York Manhat tan Eye , Ear, and Tose Hospital 
as Ass istant Surgeon. He was also attending _ ural and Op ht almic Surgeon 
for the Isolatim Company 's hospital at ewark, ew Jer sey and of the 
Moutain side Ho spital at Mountaincl air . J. He was likew ise atte ndin g 
surgeon on eye, ear, nose and throat at the Harlem and Me trop olitan Hos-
pitals in New York City and for man y years he served on the ew Yor k 
Board of Health, serving as their Ophth almic surgeo n. 

The doctor carried on his specialties both in Ne,v York City and Mo nt-
clair , New Jer sey until 1918, when his ardu ous duties gave him a general 
breakdo wn and he came to California . He rested for some time, and then 
resumed his practice in Los Angeles , continuin g th ere for seve ral years when 
he moved to Santa Monica, and practiced there until 1925, when he came to 
Beverly Hills. , 

Durin g the World War, Dr. Opd yke served on Draft Boards both in 
New York and in California . He has belonged to man y organizations, includ-
ing the American Medical Ass ociation , New York, New J ersey and Californi a 
Medical Asso ciation s, and is now an Honorary Member of the Lo s Angeles 
County Medical Asso ciation. He belongs to the Kiwanis Club and ha s a 
100% att endance record for twelve yea rs. He also belongs to the Har varcl 
Club, the Psi Upsilon College Fraternit y, Santa Monica Presbyterian Church, 
and is a life member of the Masons. 

The doctor was married in New York City to Mildred Ludeman who is 
now deceased. He later married Ruth L. Gilham of Illinois. He has had three 
children: Margaret, who is now deceased, George, and William-the latter 
being advertising manager for the Warren Telechron Electric Company. 

Dr . Opclyke's hobbies are art, mu sic, traveling and ranching, his ranch 
at Rancho Santa Fe where he raises prize avacacloes being now his principal 
outside interest. 

His office is located in the Beverly Professional Building. 

OSC AR N. BEASLEY 

Oscar N. Beasley, pre sident of the Beverly Hills Bank and Tru st Com-
pany is a native of Greenville, Kentucky and was born on January 30 , 1870. 
His family is of English extraction. The Beasley's originally settled in 
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ir g 1ma and 1110\·ed fr om there into Te nne ee an I then into h .. entucky. 
T he ubj ect of thi ketch received hi educat ion in his native state 

which wa compl eted \\'ith a bu ine _ cour e. t the age of 18 he entered a 
bank at \uburn , Illin oi , and ha: fo llo\\ ed the bankin g business ever since, 
ha vin g bee n connected w ith ot her banks in Illin ois and also in New Mexico. 

M r . Beas ley came to Ca lifo rnia 24 ear ago and after a few months 
re s idence in Ho lly wood he became intere sted in what was then known as 
Sh er man , 110\\ \tVe t Holl) wood , and opened a real estate and loan office 
in th e buildin g \\ hich hou e I the Bank of Sherman . He ultimately purchased 
controllin g inter e t in thi bank and converted it into the First National Bank 
of Sherman. 

In 19 19 M r. Bea ley came to Beverly Hill and established the First 
National Ba nk here which was opened J anuar y 2, 1920. A couple of years 
later he org anized th e Be \ ed) Hills Building and Loan Association and 
lat er th e Beverly Hills Sa vings Bank. For a time all three institutions were 
hou sed in what is now the Hutton Building . In 1926 he sold the First Nat-
ional Ba nk , but retained the Sa vings Bank and the Building and Loan Assoc-
iation. U ltim ately the Sa\ ings Bank was com erted into the Beverly Hills 
National Bank and Trust Compan y of which he is president and active head. 
Thi s financial in stitution has an enviable record in that its doors have never 
been closed. It remained open throughout the recent State and National bank 
holidays. 

Mr. Beasley is a member of the Beverly Hills Masonic Lodge and the 
Los Angeles Country Club. 

He was married to Mi ss Eva Miller , and two children. have been born to 
this union: Robert S. Beasley who is vice-president of his father's bank 
and Ruth M. who is now Mrs. William Hooker. 

GEORGE R. BARKER 

Geor ge R. Barker , editor and proprietor of the Beverly Hills Citizen, 
is a nati ve of Flint, Michi ga n, and was born October 25, 1869, son of Rus~ell 
M . and Hattie ( Pond) Barker. He received his education at the University 
of Michigan and soon after graduation engaged upon newspaper work. For 
some time he was in Montana and subsequently moved to Idaho. In the latter 
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state , he served as Secretary of State, 19 15-16, and he \\"a S also a Regent of 
the University of Idaho. 

In 1923, Mr. Barker came to Beverly Hills and establi shed the Beve rly 
Hill s Citizen, a weekly newspaper prob ably without a peer in the wh ole 

nited States . The paper is publi shed in tabloid form and printed on an 
unu sually high grade stock . The whole publication. both editorial and me-
chanical make-up, is in keeping with the high class cultured community which 
it serves. 

Mr. Barker , through his own activitie s and throu gh th e influ ence of hi s 
paper, ha s become one of the dominant factors in Beverly Hills, and the phe-
nomenal growth the city has enjoyed, and its enviable reputation can be attrib-
buted in large measure to his constructive leadership . 

He married Ida Bra shear of Kirkville, Missouri. They ha ve one daugh-
ter, Margaret Barker, A. B., Stanford , 1934. 

P. CLARENCE TE r IS , D . D . S. 

An outstanding dentist of Los Angeles County , who has recently moved 
his office from downtown Los Angeles to the California Bank Building m 
Beverly Hills, is Dr. P. Clarence Tennis. 

The doctor was born at McPherson, Kansas, on July 20, 1886, the son 
of John Richard and Sarah J. (Ballard) Tennis. His father lived to the age 
of 83. Dr. Tennis' early eclt1cation was· received in his native town, and v,1hen 
he came to Los Angeles attended the University of Southern California, from 
which institution he obtained his degree in dentistry. 

He practiced for fifteen years in the metropolis, establishing a very large 
clientele. He specializes in porcelain work and originated a particular type 
of porcelain technique. He is. the author of various articles on dental sub-
ject s; among them one entitled "Revolutionizing Technique of Continuous 
Gum and Porcelain." 

Dr. Tennis has taken an important part in numerous organizations; 
he is a past president of the Dental Alumni Association of the University of 
Southern California, and a past director of the Los Angeles . County Asso-



I' . C L. \R l~l\"C E T EI\"N TS. D . D. S. 



P.\ RT _ - 1 I GR.\ l'TIT :\ I 20 

ciati on. He be! ngs to the l' . i 0 111 g-a dent al f ratcrn ity. in "hi ch orga niza-
t ion he ha . held ,·ar i us fficcs. H e a ls h Id m mb r. hip in th honoran 
cl nt al fraternit y o f mic ron 1,appa ' p ii n . an I is an h norary member f 

igma igma. \m ong socia l rgan izati ns. he I el ng~ to the De l :Nfa r Club 
at anta rfonica. th e Lo s . \n geles Breakfa t lub. Be,· rl ) H ill \thletic 
Club , and he i a fa son and a hrin er. 

Dr. Te nni s ,, ·as married to M i s l\f at ilcla te\\"art and they ha, e two 
children: Ruth Lo rr a ine a nd P hilip John Te nni . 

Mrs . Te nni s is secretar) and reco rclin°· chairm an of the D. . R.. Peyto n 
Randolph chapter; record ing secretary of the Int rnati onal \\ omen 's Club; 
chairm an of Pat ri ot i 111 of the a li forn ia \\ men of the Golden \1 est. She 
is also well kn o\\"n as a \\Tit er of short sto rie . 

Ruth Lorraine Tenni s, thei1· talented da twh ter , is stud ying for o-rancl 
opera, and g ives promise of a brilliant future. 

JOHN L. SMITH 

Much variety and intere st are found in the life story of John L. Smith , 
who since 1916 ha s been a prominent figure in the bu sines.s section of 
Beverly Hills. He is one of the owners of the Beverly Electrical Company 
at 9493 Santa Monica Boulevard, v.rith Gil Tozer as partner. 

Plymouth, England is the nati ve city of John L. Smith , born May 31, 
1873. His parents are John and I sabel (McN abb) Smith , the former a. Chief 
Officer in the British Navy. The family record in the na val and militar y 
services of Great Britian is one which anybody might be proud of. Four 
brothers took part in the Boer Vv ar, and one ser ved in the Boxer uprising 
in China. Five brothers and three nephews served throughout the \ i\Torld War, 
the brothers all being in the Royal Navy, and the nephews in the Royal Fly-
ing Corps. His father some years ago recei ved a letter of congratulations 
from Queen Victoria for having such a splendid record of service in one 
family. 

Mr. Smith's first work was taking care of strings of huntin g and polo 
ponies. He follo wed this line for four years. Then he took a positi on ·with the 
London Electrical Underground Railroad and remained with it for fi ve years . 
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The bicycle business in Brighton , England , claimed him next . A ft er f~ttr 
years he emigrated to Canada, and worked five year for the Canad ian 

orthern Express. 
After arrival in Los Angeles Mr. Smith worked three month s for a 

grocery company. His next employment , ,,·ith the Sout hern Californi a Ed ison 
Company, as an operator, brought him to Beve rly Hills in 19 16. 
An interlude of a year in the grocery business ,, ith Bolton Moody and Smith 
on Canyon Drive preceded his partnership in the Beve rly Electr ical Comp any. 

Mr . Smith 's military record is notable. He joined the Br iti sh rm y in 
1890, and served in the Channel Islands and in Belfa st and Mu llin gar, Ire-
land. He volunte ered for the Ashanti Expedition , 1895-6 to the " est coast 
of Africa and served in a special service corps to capture Kin g Premphe . 
He also served in the Boer Vvar for two and a ha! f yea rs on the Brigade 
Signaling Staff. For his wa r service he recei, ed South A frican medal s and 
the Ashanti Star. 

England was the locale of Mr. Smith 's marria ge to Laura Maude Tubey, 
which occurred in 1902 at Slough Buckingham shire. Their pre sent home is 
at 215 North Crescent Drive. He is a member of the Episcopa l Church, 
Kiwanis Club, a committeeman on the Boy Scout s of Ameri ca , and a Past 
Worthy Patron of the Eastern Star. He retains his membership in Mason ic 
Lodge No. 24 of Neepavva, Canada. 

Mr. Smith is fond of sports of all kinds, particularly horseback riclincr. 

ROLAND WILSON RETICKER 

When Roland W. Reticker opened Beverly Hills Ice and Cold Storage 
~ompany, in 1925, it employed only six men. Under his guidance and policie s 
it now employs 30 men and has a capacity of 75 tons per clay. The business 
was started at the present address, 339 North Maple Drive, where Mr. 
Reticker built a plant which represented an investment of $150,000. 

He is also interested in the San Luis Ice and Cold Storage Compan'y 
and Santa Maria Refrigerating Company, both of which do vegetable icing 
for shipments to the East, the Home Ice Company of Alhambra, American 
Refrigerating Company of Los Angele s, and Redondo Refrigerating Com-
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pany. fr. R etick cr is pr e i lent o f all of the abo, e named companie", includ-
in g th e Be verl y Ilill s concern. 

Howard B. and ·Ma ry V ie (\,\ ii on) Reticker are the parents of Roland 
Y\ ii. on Ret icker , born . urru t 5, 1900, in Dem er Colorado. The family 
cam e to Ca li f rni a three ) ea r late r and hi father entered the wholesale 
grnce ry and ice rnanu fact urin o- busine s in this state . He \\ as one of the 
oro-ani zei-. of the Safe way Stores. n I it , a he who built up the companies 
of which R . \ ., hi s son is now pr esident. 

A ft e1· att end ing g ramm ar school in Los ngeles, and Harvard Military 
School , the subject of thi s biography ecurecl his .B. degree at Stanford 
U ni ve 1·si ty . He is a memb er of Delta Chi fr aternit y. 

L ocal orga nizati ons in "hich Mr. Retick er is active!) interested are the 
Communit y Church , Beverly Hills Chamber of Commerce Bel-Air Country 
Club , and the U ni vers ity Club . 

Mr. Reticker lives at 938 Bel-Air Road. Yachting and horseback riding 
are his favorite sports . 

HE N RY DAVID McCARY 

To an exacting position , involving the guidance of young people, Henry 
David McCary, Pla yg round Superintendent of Beverly Hills since 1931, 
brings a wealth of training and professional experience. 

He was born in Rome , Georgia, July 21, 1892, the son of M.J. and Mar-
ian McCary , the former a farmer of that state. His high school education was 
had in the towns of Lincoln and Anniston , Alabama. He has had postgraduate 
courses in Physic al Education at the University of California at Los Angeles 
and at the University of Southern California. 

In 1908 Mr. McCary came to California and enlisted in the United States 
Army , serving two years in Alaska and a like period in Mexican Border patrol. 
Next, he worked for the Lubin Motion Picture Company in Philadelphia, 
having charge of the studio as superintendent. He traveled all over the country 
for two yea rs, then worked various places as a director of physical education. 
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He entered the Officers Training Camp at the Pre idio , in Sa n Franci . co 
in 1917, and when discharged in 1919 wa s a first lieutenant of the 63rd 
Infantr y, for which he was athletic director. One of hi s dutie s during the 
war period was to bring two tro op train s from \t ashington, D.C., to the 
Pre sidio. 

Following the war he worked two years in the Juvenile D epartm ent of 
San F ra ncisco , then wa s trainer three year s in that city with Al \ Villiam s 
and one yea r in Lo s Angeles in the same capacity. He serv ed Hollywood 
Athletic Club as phys ical director, then was four years in the same capacity 
at the Johnathan Club, and two years at the R K O Studio s. Sport s are of 
cour se a very vital interest in Mr. McCary's life . 

On October 25 , 1923 , in Holl ywood, occurecl hi s marria ge to Gertrude 
Kelly of Chicago. Their children- Ma ry Con stance, 10, and DaYicl Otis, 5-
both attend the Horace Mann School. 

Mr. McCary is a member of the Methodi st Church, Li ons Club, American 
Legion, and Masonic Lodge No. 132, New York. 

CONRAD NAGEL 

Conrad Nagel is one who has brought to the performance of his duties 
as a Beverl y Hills citizen and taxpayer the same earnestness and intelligence 
that ha ve rewarded him by such signal success on stage and screen. 

Here is a man whose benefactions ha ve not ceased with the writing of a 
check to aid a worthy cause. Mr . Nagel has contributed his own personal 
interest, ideas, and many hours out of a busy Ii f e. The Na gel building, a 
handsome addition to the commercial section, v,,as erected by Conrad Nagel. 
He formerly served as a director of Beverly Hills Chamber of Commerce. 
Mr. Nagel also is a member of the American Legion, the Masons, numerous 
clubs, and the Christian Science Church. His fine personal qualities and inter-
est in civic matt ers have earned for him the warm admiration and re spect of 
this community. 

Conrad Nagel was born in Keokuk, Iowa, March 16, 1897, the son of 
Frank and Frances (Murphy) Nagel. After graduation from Highland 
Park College, at Des Moines, Iowa, he secured an engagement with the Prin-
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cess tock om pan) of that cit). He · pla) eel in many successful shows there-
afte r and had a con iclerab le yorrue on the legitimate tage. He is best known, 
howe \·e1·, fo r hi s role· in motion picture . Films in "hich he has scored 
notabl e succe sses includ e : l\l iclsummer Mad ness, \i\ hat Every Woman Knows, 
Tin Hats , and T he Sa cred Flame. 

Dming the \ ·oriel War M r. Nage l sen eel as a seaman on the USS 
" Seattle. " 

P AU L DE WITT ST \NLEY , M.D. 

Dr. Pa ul De W itt Stanley belongs to a family, several members of which 
ha ve occ upied posit ions of prominence in their var ious lines of endeavor. 

From England, originally , his grandfather fought throughout the four 
years of our Civil \N'ar. His mother , now deceased, was a school teacher in 
A lban y, New York. A brother of Dr. Stanley graduated in Architecture 
from the lVIassachu set ts Institute of Technology in Boston, and now practices 
in that city. Dr. J. Hudson Ballard, an uncle, head of the Department of 
Philosophy and Religion at Occidental College, has ju st accepted an offer to 
assume a pastorate in Portland, Oregon. Dr. Ballard has two sons who are 
carrying on the family tradition . Stanley is a graduate of Pomona College 
and a Ph. D. of Berkeley, while Robert is one of the players in Gus Arnheim's 
Orchestra. 

Burdette, New York, is the birthplace of Dr. Paul De Witt Stanley, and 
April 18, 1901, his natal clay. R. DevVitt and Mary Alice Stanley are his 
parents. 

Dr. Stanley took his premedical work at Syracuse University following 
it with further study at the University of Buffalo, University of Southern 
California, and the College of Osteopathic Physicians and Surgeons at Los 
Angeles. He first commenced the practice of his profession in the Fine Arts 
Bldg., L. A. Three years each in Santa Paula and Glendale followed before he 
located in Beverly Hills in March, 1934, with offices in the California Bank 
Building. He lives at 522 North Beachwood Drive , Hollywood. 

Dr. Stanley is an Episcopalian , and is a member of the Elks Lodge and 
Alpha Chi Rho and Iota Tau Sigma Fraternities . He is unmarried. 

Golf and bridge compete as favorite diversions. 
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MRS. KOHL S HTH 

An association , both advantageous an 1 harmo nious , is that ,, hich has 
ex isted for nine year s past between Mrs. Koh l Smi th and He n ry G. Beel ford , 
of the Param ount Shade and Drap ery Company at 410 orth Rodeo Drive. 
Mrs . Smith has had char ge of the Int erior Decoration departme nt of the firm 
since she came to Beverly Hills in 1923. During that period she has become 
well known for her artistic creation s and for her business acum en. Her home 
was one of the first erected in the Beverly V ista tract. 

Mrs. Smith is a nati ve of Illinoi s. She is the widow of Freel Alvin Smith, 
who originally brought the Peck and Hills Fu rniture Compan y to the Pac-
ific Coast. T he year 1908 mark s both her arr iva l in California and her mar i-
age to Mr. Smith. His decease occurred about five yea rs ago. Her Ii fe is 
now centered around her profe ssional activities and the int erests of her 
daughter, Mar ie Helene Smith, who thi s June grad uate d from the U ni ver sity 
of California at Los Angeles. Their home is at 236 South vVetherly Dri ve. 

Mrs. Smith 's religious affiliation is with the Church · of the Good Shepherd 
and she is a member of the Friday Morning Club. 

Her associate, Mr. Bedford, has been a friend of her family for many 
years and for a decade made his home with Mr. and Mrs. Smith. Their 
business in Beverly Hills has been continuously at the same location. 

In a very exacting profes sion Mrs. Smith has made a real place for 
her self in the city 's commercial life. 

VER A CAMPBELL OSTER 

Making a success of a busisess usually run by men is th e achie vement 
of Vera Campbell Oster, owner of the Beverly Drive Garage at 437 North 
Beverly. She employs eight people in the operation of her plant , which 
includes Stora ge, Body and Fender Repairing , a Mechanical Department, 
Aut omob ile Painting, et cetera . A reputation for high-class workmanship 
is one of the assets. of the firm. 

The ga rage was purcha sed September 15, 1933. On April 13, 1934, 
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1Ir s. 0 ter to k over the manage ment of the concern, formerly owned by her 
hu sband. 

Ontario , Ca nada, i the birthplace of Vera Campbell Oster, daughter 
of \ illi am H. an I Iara L. (Buchner) Campbell. The elate of her birth 
is July 2-l-. 1896 . He r mother family were land O\\ ners in Ontario. Mr. 
Cam pb ell , l\lrs. 0 ter's father, was owner of a foundry in Wilmington, 
California during the war. 

In 1905 he1· parents came to California and she graduated from the 
elementa1·y and high schools of San Pedro. In that city, also, she was married 
February 1913 , to Lee H. Oster, of Ontario , Canada. Of this marriage was 
born one son , A llen Ray , who assists his mother in the garage business. 

M rs. Oster is a member of the Christian Church and Beverly 
Hills Chamber of Commerce. She lives at 2450 McCreacly Avenue, Los 
A ngeles. 

l\!Iusic and reading are her hobbies. 

vVILLIAM B. HUNNEWELL 

The late \,Villiam B. Hunnewell was universally regarded as one of 
Beverly Hills' most outstanding and popular citizens, and his work and 
efforts in the upbuilding of the community will long be remembered by his 
many friends and admirers . 

He was born at Bainbridge, Georgia, and after his father's death when 
he was still a very young man, he moved to Atlanta and here he attended 
the high school, and after completing his course there he became a student 
at Neal's Military School at Kirkwood, Georgia. He finished his education 
with a business course in Atlanta. 

For many years Mr. Hunnewell followed the profession of accountancy, 
and he was located in various places, including Honolulu and Mexico. In 
1906 he joined the investment house of N. W. Halsey & Co., of New York 
City. vVhen this institution was absorbed by the City National Bank, he 
became district manager for Southern California and Arizona. 

Moving to Beverly Hills in 1911, he immediately built a beautiful home 
on No. Beverly Dr. and here he and Mrs. Hunnewell spent many happy years. 
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Mr. Hunne\·ell early interested himself in the civic life of the community. 
i\Then Beverly Hill s was incorporated in 19 14 he was appointed a City Tru s-

tee, and he was subsequently elected to the office, serv ing in all eight years, 
most of which time he was chairman of the impor tant Finance Committee. 

He was a life member and director of the local Chamber of Commerce, 
and he also served on the Beverly Hills branch of the Los Angeles Count y 
Welfare Federation . He was vice-president of the Beverly Hills Men's Club 
and a charter member of the City 's Masonic Lod ge. Always active in 
Masonr y, he served as Master of Sonora Lodge No. 12 in Sonora , Mexico, 
when residing in that place. 

He was a member of the Los Angeles . thletic Club, the \ i\Tilshire 
Countr y Club, and was governor during 1926-1927 of the California Chapter 
of the Colonial Wars Society. He was Deput y-Gove rnor of the California 
branch of the Founders & Patriots of America and was also affiliated with 
the Sons of the American Revolution and with the Institute of American 
Genealogy. 

In recognition of his splendid service during the vVorld Vl ar , he was 
awarded in 1920 the vVar Service Certificate of the Colonial Wars Society. 

_In 1909 Mr. Hunnewell married the former Alice M. Osden. lVIrs. 
Hunnewell 's biography will be found elsewhere in this volume. 

ALICE OSDEN HUNN'E\i\TELL 

One of the most generally appreciated members of the faculty of the 
University of California at Los Angeles, is Alice Osden Hunnewell, of 621 
North Beverly Drive, who since 1919 has taught Public Speaking, Oral 
Interpretation and Dramatics in that sterling school of higher education. 
Nor has she permitted the demands of an exacting profession to deprive 
Beverly Hill s, the city in which she lives, of the fruits of her ripe experience. 
She is one of the founders of the Beverly Hills School District and served 
on the school board between 1912-1926, a period of twelve years. Since 
1929 she has been a member of the Beverly Hills· Library Board, and she is 
a valued member of the Beverly Hills Women's Club. 

Alice Osden Hunnewell, daughter of Lozene M. and Clarissa (Bishop) 
Osden, was born in W estfielcl, Massachusetts, and graduated from the high 

.. 
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ch oo l of th at cit ·. In .~\u <Tu t , 1906, he o-raclnatecl fr om Emerso n College 
f O rat o r), of B - t n , rece iYinrr the deg ree of B. L. I. Bachelor of Literary 

Int e rpr eta ti on). ub sequ en tly -he ha tatwh t in the following schools: State 
Teac h e1· · olleo-e (Mo rh ea cl. ?\[ine -ota) 1900-1 03 ; StateTeachers'College 
(~faco mb , Illin o is) 190..)-1 06; L s A ngeles State orrnal School, 1906-
19 19; ancl sinc e th a t yea r a t the ni\ ·er ity of Califo rnia being also identified 
with th e Lectu re cliv i ion, E xt en ion divi sion and Sum mer Sessions. 

f.'rom 1907 to 1908 , 1rs. Hunne\\" ell erve I on the California State 
B oo k Co mmi ss ion. S he rec ei\·ecl merit ed reco o-niti on for her profe ssional 
s tandin g \\·hen she \\"as ch ose n as ho tess fo r the Nat ional Speech Convention, 
,, hich con ve ned in L os \.no-eles in Decembe r 1932. 

C lub a nd educati onal act iviti es with which Mrs. H unne\ ·ell is identified 
are Ebe l! C lub , L os \.n o-eles; Oral rt s \.s.sociation of California , Southern 
divi s ion; P hi Omega P i, Fac ul ty \ i\!ome n's Club of U . C. L. A.; Chi Delta 
Phi, h on ora ry Eng lish societ) ; Zeta P hi Eta Nu Chapter , Nat ional Speech 
A rt s soro rit y; "Tic-To e" (Inter-Sorority gro up) and University Dramatic 
Societ y . Her reli g ious affiliation she maint ains with the Baptist Church of 
'vVestfield, Massac hu sett s. 

A rar e an cestr y ha s A lice O sden Hunnewell. She is the tenth descendant 
from \ i\/illiam Brad ford , entitling her to member ship in the exclusive May-
flower Soci ety of California. She also is a memb er of Beverly Hills Chapter, 
Daughter s- of the A merican Re volution. Her biography is to appear in 
"'v\T omen in California," now in the proce ss of compiling for Los Angeles 
Publication. 

Mrs. Hunnewell, whose arrival in thi s sta te dates back to August, 1906, 
h as two exce edingly diverse hobbie s-cookin g and travelling. Almost the 
whole of 1923 was spent in a world tour with her husband, ·William Bowne 
Hunnewell, to whom she had been married Augus t 9, 1909. Mr. Hunne well 
died Ma rch 1, 1932. In 1932 she visited Mexico , and a year later made a 
tour of the grea t National Parks of the West. 

CA RL L AEMM LE 

If Carl Laemmle, manager of a clothing hou se in Oshkosh, \tVisconsin, 
had not made a certain buying trip to Chicago for his firm , who can say 
·what the history of the motion picture indu stry would be today. Seeing a 
crowd, the story goes, he loitered to discover the rea son. This incident brought 



218 HI T RY OF BE ERLY HILL 

about hi acquain tance with the nickelo deon. and the 11tcrt:1i11111cnt di pen eel 
by that contrivance. De pite its cruclene . . La emrnle· shre\\'d bu sine 
recognized the potentialitie of the thin g and I d to further im ·e ti cration, 
with a toni hin g re ult . He opened a rno,· ie the atre in hicacro in I 06 and 
founded the Laemmle F ilm Se rvice the ame year. He i now pr e. iclent of 
the great U niver al Film Corporat ion. P o e eel o f ,·i ion and enterpri e 
though he i , it i doubtfu l if in tho e ear ly day . Mr. Laem ml c g lim psed 
;inything approac hin g the glitterin g magnitude of the Fi lm Indu try a it is 
today sub equent ly deve loped . 

Laupheim Germa ny, is the birthplace of Car l Laemm le, \Yho " a born 
Januar y 17, 1867, the son of Juliu s B. and Rebekka L. Laem ml e. He atte nded 
the public chools of German y but in 1884 came to the ·nited tates. Afte r 
holdin g various j obs in ew York and Chi cago. :.\Ir. Lae mml e became man• 
ager of the Contin enta l Clothin g Hou e, in O hko sh. He lef t that bu in ess 
in 1906 to enter the mov ie field. T he re t is m ot ion picture hi sto 1·y. To man y 
employees and assoc iat es in the mot ion pictur e indu stry M r. La emmle is 
affectionate ly known as "U ncle Carl." 

fr . La emmle 's home is at 1051 Bened ict Ca nyo n , Beve rly H ills . His 
wife was for mer iy Recha Stern. Their children are Ro sab elle and Carl, Jr., 
the latt er now an executi ve at Universal Studi os 

M r. Laemmle is a member of B'Nai B 'Rith, the l\ilaso ns, Elks, and 
Friars Club. 

JUDGE A RTHUR ½ESLIE ERB 

A family hi story that goes back approximately 200 years in the United 
States and Canada is the fine heritage of Arthur Leslie Erb, City Judge of 
Beverly Hills. He is also engaged in the private practice of law ·with offices, 
Suites 5 and 6, 331 North Beverly Drive. Judge Erb came to Beverly Hills 
in January 1925, established his practice and built his own building. In May 
1932 he was the first judge appointed to the first City Court in Beverly Hills, 
as the jurisdiction of the Police Court had been raised, requiring a lawyer 
to pre side. 

Jud ge Erb was born in Tacoma, Washington, January 22, 1893, the 
son of Samuel and Margaret Erb. His fath er was a lumber man in British 



:-IR~ l•:LI Z :\Hl ~TII CARR LOCKE 



P.\h. T _ - DI 

lumbi a. .\r thur Le lie · rl (rra luated fr m 
ict ri a, Dr it i,;h luml ia . ancl a l · fr m th hi h 

_19 

i t ria High School at 
h ol at Tacoma , \'I\ aJ1. 

ft er arri,·al in a li f rni:1. h nterecl ta nf rd ni er it and grad-
uat ed in 1 16 . th e pr ~iclent f hi with th e I crree of LL. B. He i 
a i(Yma r\lph a Ep . ii n. :-\th! tic . pla e I an imp rt ant part in hi collegiate 
career. H ,,·a a m ember o f the ,·a r it_ footba ll t am and wac:. selected to 
the f\ 11-.·\m er ica n Ru 0 by a a halfback , 1915-1 6. :· 

For a Yea r the yo un g m an practic ed law in an franci co with Rufus 
Thayer , enli . ting then in the Infantry . .--\p r il 1 17. He a\\ t,,o and a half 
year ' en·ice m o. t of which ,rn . ver <"a . He \\a a 1st lieutenant of the 
363r I Infantry 91. t Divi i n. Jucl rre E rb receiYed cita tion for bra ery in ac-
ti on in the 1Ieu e \ rg nn e battle of eptember 191 . He wa ,, ith the \rmy of 
Occupation in charge of a patr I on pecial dut) on the Rhine at Coblenz, 
Germany. Since hi s return to ci, ·ilian lif e the juclg retain ~ his interest in the 
old associations and is a men).ber of the \merican Leo-ion and Veterans of 
Foreign \tVars. 

From 1920 to 1925 he wa s a rrain a memb er of the firm of Thayer, 
Breuner & Erb. This firm clisolved, however , and, ha, ing married a 
Beverly Hills yo ung woman, he then located here. 

Mrs. Erb \\"as formerly Highland Ree !er daughter ·of the late \i\Tilliam 
A. Reeder , Beverly Hill~ pioneer and former U. S. Congressman of Kansas. 
They married in Lo s A ngele s in 1924 and are the parents of' one dBughter, 
Eunice Margaret, age 9, who is attending the Hawthorne Public School. 
Their home is at 1445 North Beverly Drive. 

ELIZABETH C. LOCKE 

One of the older residents of Beverly Hills, and who who has seen the 
community transformed from little more than a large bean field into the 
beautiful suburban city it has become, is Mrs. Elizabeth C. Locke. She is 
a native of Tipton, Iowa, and the daughter of Henry C. Carr and Louise 
(Lowe) Carr. Her father was an attorney and a State Senator in Iowa 
for many years. The family is of old American stock. Mrs. Locke's. great 
great grandfather was first Governor of Rhode Island, and members of 
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the Carr family sti ll own a home at J amcstO\rn, Rhode I land, which i the 
second oldest house in ew England. 

JVIrs. Locke received her education at St. Catherine 's Hall at DaYenport, 
Iowa, and at Vassar College, where she spent three years. She can properly 
be classed as a pioneer resident of Southern California as she came to Los 
Angeles in 1886. For yea rs she and her Im band lived on \ i\Test \clam , but 
in 1914 they moved to Beverly Hills and built a beautiful home on the corner 
of Lomita and Rodeo Dri ve, where she still continues to reside. 

Few, if any other women in Beverly Hils have taken such a prominent 
part in club work as Mrs. Locke . She is a pa st president of the Be \·erly Hills 
\ i\T oman's nivers ity Club of Los ng eles. She also holds membe rship in 
the University Club of Beverly Hills and belongs to the Daughter s of the 
Amer ican Revolution. Her religi ous affiliation is \\ ith the Episcopa l Church. 

Mrs. Locke 's hu sband was the late Edmund C. Locke , whose family 
owned the Toledo Blade in Toledo, Ohio. M r. Locke had the distinction of 
being the first Judge of Beverly Hills, appointed soon after the City was in-
corpo rat ed. Her brother is the noted journali st, Harry Carr, o f the Los A n-
geles Times. She has three children: Robinson Carr Locke, o f Tucson, Ar i-
zona; Edmund C. Locke, Jr., of Balboa, and Martha Loui se, who is the wife 
of T. K. Shoenhair of Tucson. 

FRANK HARDING BURNABY 

Frank Harding Burnaby, president and practically sole owner of the 
Sun Lumber Company, is the son of a lumberman of Li ve rpool, Nova Scotia, 
Canada, at which place he was born, February 12,18"83. He arrived in Calif-
ornia ten years ago, came direct to Beverly Hills, associating himself prin-
cipally with the \i\T oods-Beekman Lumber Company. The firm he now heads 
specializes in quality goods and is one of the finest lumber yards and planing 
mills in Southern California. A large stock is also carried at San Pedro. 

Mr. Burnaby attended grammar and high schools in Liverpool, Nova 
Scotia, the home of his parents, Lodowick and Theresa. (Harris) Burnaby. 
He graduated from a business college in Kansas City, Missouri . Employment 
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H i. ar l:I. in lum ber was in:111gurate d b~- four\" a rs f · f L n -
Be ll L umb er ·omp any o f l, ;rnsas "ity ~rncl six y ' ar s a rnanao-er f th H ill-
rrard L um b r 0 111p:111y o f hi :i.g . Th n am a I r i I f fif t n ear 
wh c:n J\ I r. Du rnaby wa s in I u - in ;s f r him s I f 111 an I , 1 1 and 
becam e the p r .·iclcn l f f i ,· d i f fer ·n t lum b r rp - wned entirely 
or very la r.,c ly by h im se l f. 

Traci e a sso cia ti n w rk a n I pub lic rn e ha ,· upie I 
B urn aby '. t im e . .-\ ch a rt r 111emb r f the e,· r l) H ill.: R ta r 
p1·e idc nt in 1 _ . a d irect r f the 1 c,· rly H ills harnb r f 0111111 rce for 
six yea 1· , ancl pr s icl n t f tha t b cly fo r ne y a r , a f r111er direct r f the 
Beve rl y H ill ~ lul , an d is :rn act i, · membe 1· f th I \i r ountr) lub. 1 hi 
yea r he wa s elected to a place n the ity oun cil. H i · fr a tern al affiliat ion are 
w ith th e l\fa . on .-, a nd he is a m em ber f the E pi palian hur ch. Golf fi h-
in g a n I huntin o- a 1·e fa , ·o ri te d iver sion fr m bu ine and public affa irs. 

In Nove mb e1·, 1933, l\ Ir . Burn aby m a rri e I L illian B. Skiles of Minnea-
polis a nd Beve rl y H ill s . T hei1· cha nnin g horn i at 715 F oot hill Bh d. 

Ho rner H. B urn ab y , 2 7 , . on of a fo rm er m arri ao·e, i active in business 
with hi s fath e1· an d is a dir ect o r o f th e S un L umb er Company. 

vV. C. H I X SON , JR., M. D. 

Di-. Hi xso n wa s bo rn at vVaco , Tex as, Februar y 14, 1901, the son of 
W.C. and P ea rl Ri ve rs (H ow ard) Hix son. His father was born in Ala-
bama and his mother in T exa s. H e received hi s earl y schooling in Dalla s and 
subsequently attended the Uni ver sity of T exa s, where he took a pre-medical 
course and received th e deg ree of A. B. Hi s medic al education was obtained 
at Ba y lor :Medical Colle ge in Texa s, and here he recei ved his M.D. He later 
took pos tg raduate work at th e U ni versity of T exas, Southern Methodist 
Uni ve1·s ity and oth er place s, m ajoring in psychiatr y and minoring in bact-
eriolo gy . 

Dr. Hix son 's practice be gan at D allas , where he remained from 1929 
until 1931. In the latter year he came to Beverl y Hills and has follo wed the 
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practice of his profession of internal medicine and diagno is, g1v111g special 
attention to endocrine medicine . 

In add ition to caring for a large and grow ing medical practice , Dr. Hix-
son finds time to enga ge in his hobby of "ri ting. He has a numb er of short 
stories published under a nom de plume and at the present time ha s a novel 
in prep arati on. 

The Doctor served as a student in the Med ical Reserve Corps during 
the\ orld Wa r, 1917-1919. He is now a 1st. Lieutenant , the Med ical Officers' 
Reserve Corp s. 

He is a member of the various medical associations and th e Phi Chi 
Medical Fraternity . He is also on~ the roster of the Beverly Hills Chamber 
of Commerce. 

He was married to Grace D. Ryan . 
It is intere sting to note that Dr. Hixson is descended from families 

prominent in the Revolutionary 'vVar and early history of the Americ an con-
tinent. His father 's family has been traced to Scotland and his moth er 's to 
Lord How ard of England, ·who was knighted by the King for va lor in war 
and given by Royal grant a lar ge tract of land in Virginia and No rth Caro-
lina. 

JUDGE CECIL D. HOLL AN D 

Judge Holland , newly elected J uclge of the Beverly Hills Township was 
born in San Diego June 26, 1897. He is th e son of C.F. and Loui se D. Hol-
land. His father is a practicin .g lawyer in Los Angele s. 

Jud ge Holl and was educated in the public schools of Los Angeles 
and the Har vard Military School. Hi s· legal training was taken at the Univer-
sity of California, and this was interrupted on April 9, 1917, when he joined 
the colors and served for the duration of the World War, spending much 
of his war service on foreign soil, in the Marine Corps. He later completed 
his college education at the University of Southern California receiving the 
degree of L.L.B. He then engaged in the practice of law with his father 
and his brother in the law firm of Holland and Holland. 

Mr. Holland received an appointment as Deputy District Attorney of 
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REX BARTHEL H '\. NO 

Rex B. hann 11. o \\·ner and founder of the fir t e~tabli hed uper-mar-
ket in Be , e i-ly Hi ll , was b rn at Par on , I an a the on of Rex hannon 
and El friecla Shann n. He recei, eel hi education at Culver and iforo-an Park 
Military . caclemie s, and at the ni,er ity of Iowa and the U ni,~rsit y of 
Southern Californ ia. 

Prior to coming to Ca lifornia in 1929, Mr. Shannon engaged in the 
undertaking bu s ine ss in Iowa. In June 1923 he pa secl the California State 
Board of Embalming examinations. HO\vever , he did not follow this pro-
fession here, but entered the food market busine s with . T. Balzer & Co., 
remammg two y ears. In A ugust 1931, he opened the Stop and Shop Market 
on Santa Monica Boulevard near \tVestern Avenue. In November 1931, he 
opened the market in the. Conrad Nagel Building, Beverly Hills, and in May 
1934 , the Victor Hugo Market in this city . He also operates the Farmers 
Central Nia rket in Pasadena . 

Mr. Shannon is a 2nd lieutenant in the Officers Reserve Corps. He holds 
memberships in the Rotary, Jonathan and Beverly Hills Men's Clubs. His 
church is the Lutheran and ·his college fraternity is Sigma Chi. 

He was married to Helen Baker of Des Moines,, on Januar y 4, 1930, at 
Los Angeles. They have tv.ro children: Rex Byron and Sally Dale Shannon. 

ANTON. GRAM 

Filling a useful and much appreciated niche locally is the Beverly Hi ll 
Carpenter Shop at 9632 Santa Monica Boulevar I orio-inat cl and "n I b 
Anton Gram. Mr. Gram does all kinds of r pairin1 , buil ling alt rations. 
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look s after the maintenance of hou ses, and construct s ancl repair s fine furni-
ture. He renders dependable service in a busine s of hi O\\"n creating. 

Copenhagen , Denmark , is the birthplace of Anton Gram, born }Ja y, 25, 
1890 , the son of Peder Peterrnn and Kjerstine ( n<ler en) Gram. His 
father , who was in the building busine ss, was Mayor of Copenhagen. His 
son attended the elementary and high schools and the Polytechnic U niver sity 
of Copenhagen. Since his residence here he ha s taken an exten sion course 
at the University of Southern California. 

fr. Gram worked as a carpenter and architectural draftsman in seve ral 
towns of England and Denmark for four yea rs and then joined the Dani. h 
Army. He served six years, altogether, and ,Yas a sergea nt during the \i\Torld 
VI ar. In December, 1919, he set foot in the United States and arrived in 
California early the following year. 

At first Mr. Gram was six month s in Venice doing carpenter work, then 
for five yea rs was a building contractor in Los Angele s. In 1925 he definitely 
located in Beverly Hills and opened his own shop, which has become a useful 
factor of the tovm 's business life. 

Mr. Gram's religious affiliation is with the Lutheran Church. He 
holds memberships in the Danish Brotherhood of A merica and the Beverly 
Hills Chamber of Commerce. 

In 1920 at Los Angeles, he was united in marriage to Edith Hansen of 
Copenhagen. She conducts the Edith Gram Beauty Shop at 344 North 
Rodeo Drive, ·which has a vogue all its own. 

Fishing and tennis are favorite diversions of Mr. Gram after bu siness 
hours. 

MARVIN PARK 

Marvin Park, manager of the Beverly-Pasadena Bowling Corporation, 
is a native of Logansport, Indiana, and was born June 3, 1895, the son of 
James and Bertha Park. 

At the outbreak of the \i\Torld 'vVar, while attending De Pauw University, 
he joined the United States Navy, serving for about two years and a half 
as Chief Pharmacist's Mate. Following his discharge from the Navy he 
entered the show business and for some time was with John B. Rogers, pro-
ducing stage shovvs in numerous parts of the country. 

He has also written and produced historical pageants for fairs and 
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var i us kind s of c lebrat i ns in m any c1tie and t , n , among \\ hich being 
the Diamond J ubilce I bra t i n at L ui ville. Kentuck y the i\Testern Penn-
y h ·ani a Fa i 1· at E rie . P nn yh ·ania , an I the entral tate Fair and Expo-

. it io n , \u rora. Illin o i 
In 19_3 1\ Ii-. Pa rk came t Ca li fo rnia and accepte I a po ition as director 

of publicity fo r the H llyw cl T hea tre , Inc. now a part of the ·west Coast 
chain. In 19_6 he to k 0Yer th e mana o-ement of the ne,\l y constructed Bev-
e1·ly T heat1·e. e rvin g in thi capacity fo r two ear , ubsequently managing 
th e Ritz, La B rea, and Bo uleYar l Theatr e . On September 19, 1930, he 
open ed the pal at ia l \\ ii hir e T heat re, remain ed it mana aer until 1932 when 
he wa s ca lled Ea t fo r a reo r 0 ·anizati on of the R. i-. 0. Theatres. \i\Thile 
the1·e he man aged T heatr es in Kan as Cit) , Minenapoli , Cleveland and 
New York. 

Since Oct ober 1934. l\lir. Park ha s been , ice-president and manager of 
ahe Beve rl y-Pasade na Bo " lin o- Co rporati on, which concern maintains very 
elaborate bowlin g court s and billiard rooms in Be, erly Hill s and Pasadena. 
Their mod ern and a rti stic quarter s are the finest recreation centers of their 
kind in the V\f est. 

Mr. Park has tak en an unu suall y prominent and active part in Beverly 
Hills organizations. He ,vas charter member of the Community Players 
and has served as a member o f the board of directors of the Men's Club; he 
is a past president of the Rotary Club , and past commander of the Beverly 
Hills Post of the A merican Legion; he sponsored a troop of Boy Scouts of 
America, and has also been a director of the local Chamber of Commerce, 

He is married to Dorothy Taylor of New York City, who was formerly 
of the New York stage. 

HARRY EDWARD \tVERNER 

Many of the finest buildings and residences in Beverly Hills serve as a 
testimonial to the constrnction skill and designing of Harry Edw ard ·werner. 
Among these are the Beverly Hills Professional Building , the Beaumont Build-
ing, and residences of George 0. Kolb , \Varner Baxter, \tV. S. Van Dyke, 



III. T RY OF LE "ERLY IrTLI .· 

J ack ·Mulh all Stan Latu-cl, . r rm an Taur g and ' tcphc n R bcrt . M r. 
1/e rn er d id all the de . ig ning for th e d ,·el opment work of the ,. :'\l lan Han -

cock Com pan) o n the orig in al de,·elo pm cnt . fr m sma ll --+000 I un~al o ,,· to 
:vir. Hancock' s home. :\ nothe r pi ece o f ,, · rk ,, ·as the h me f r ''Ton y "-
Tom _ f ix 's h o r se . 

Har ry Edward \\ erner was bo rn Ko ,·emb er 23 . 1 93. in Dem ·er, Co lo-
ra do, the on of J ohn ~lax and El izabct h ( Cow:111) \ \ e rn cr . H is father 
ranch ed in Colo ra do until 1906 ,, hen he came to al i f o rnia a nd engage d in 
orange grow in g .. The o n a tt cn led gra mm ar sch oo l bot h in De nv er and 
Pomon a . He graduated fro m Po m ona H ig h Sc hoo l a nd atte nd ed th e 111-

ver sity of Southern Ca li fo rni a . 

F or the nex t t,, ·o years h e ,,·o rk ecl in P o rtl a n d . Orego n , familiarizing 
him se l f w ith bu ild in g constru ct ion a ncl at th e sa m e tim e wo rk ed in se , era] 
a rchit ectura l office . E mp loy ment by ,·a ri ou . L os .. -\n gele a rchit ects, which 
foll owed, was int erru pted by tw o ye ar s of \ \ o riel \ \ ' a r se n ice. He se rved 
13 month s w ith the 115 th E ng ine ers, 40th Di, ·ision , in France. Thi s provided 
so me opportunit y for obse r vati on and stud) o f des ig n u sed in the construc-
tion of European buildings. 

Returning to civ ilian Ii fe it wa s not long before he opened hi s own office 
m Be verly Hill s , 1921, and has become one o f it s mo st substantial citizens. 

Mr. Werner is a student of C hri stian Science; a member of the 
Beverly Hills Men's Club; a charter member of the Kiwanis Club, and a 
former director; a director of the Beverly Hills A merican Legion Post and 
of the Chamber of Commerce. For four yea r s he was in charge of the ac-
tivities in connection with Beverly Hill s Public Schools Week. He served 
as Worshipful Master of the Beverly Hill s Masonic Lodge in 1929. He was 
secretary, first vice-president, and assistant in the organization of the Beverly 
Hills Community Players. 

Mr. and Mrs. Werner, who were united in marriage 111 1918, at Los 
A ngeles, are the parents of two daughters. Beverly Alice, 14, and Leatrice 
Merle, 10, attend Beverly High School and Beverly Vista School, respectively. 
Mrs. Werner was formerly Mabel Leona Harper, of Illinois. Their home is 
at 108 North Rexford Drive. 

Fishing and bowling are Mr. \Nerner's very dissimilar hobbies. 
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MR . ELIZ :\ BETII ~fTLL fTLL. \ R ( i\IR . J.\ YB. IILL \R D) 

13 th L :\n g I an d rly Hill ha, · b n fitccl by the ar I r in 
public . en ·i \\·hi ch ha m ad · . . E lizabet h Mill s l\Ii llar I an ut tan lino-
lea I r in the cultur a l !i f f the c citie . 

M r . 1I illa rcl i a nati,· e of rooklyn. w Y 
A lexander ancl · lizabet h . ri tt n ) 1Ii ll. \\ hile in 
Dr . Fe lix !\d ler ' cho I of Et hical ulture an I the 
Co llege . 

Goi ng to De m er, lorado \\·hi! t ill quite he atte nded the 
B rink er in stitut e \\·here she pccializ ecl in pul lie s-peakin . H r re idence m 
Denver was characterize l by much ocial an I in tell ctu al act i, ity . 

bout 1894 she came to Ca liforni a \\·here , in Lo \n aele in 1896, occur-
eel her ma rria ge to Ja y 13. :Milla rd. he en ed the H umane ociety of Lo 
A ngeles as pre~ident and \\"as a ociated with the orio-inal o-roup of women 
who founded the nati ona lly know n Ebe ll Club. 

Decidin g that Be , er ly H ills ,,.1oulcl be th eir permanent re idence con-
struction of the 1illard home at 802 Crescent Drive " a commenced in 19 14 
and th ey took up re sidenc e there during 1915. 

Mrs . Millard at once became active in civic and club work and was one 
of a group of women who in 1916 formed th e nucleus of the pre sent Beverly 
Hills Women's Club. T hi s gro up , largel y social in character at first , met at 
the homes of Mrs. Force Parker and M rs. Frost and other memb ers. In 1921 
the club was incorporated and in 1924 they joined the State and General 
Federation of 'vVomen's Clubs. 

In 1916, when the pre sident , Mrs. Locke went east, Mrs. Millard filled 
out her term as executive. The following year she her self was elected to office 
which she held for about fi, e yea rs. During this period the increasing popular-
ity of the club and the increasing membership demanded lar ger quarters and 
the new clubhouse ·was built during Mrs. Millard 's administration, largely 
by the original group, headed by Mrs. Millard , whose gift for organization 
contributed to a great extent to the successful completion of the project. Her 
contributions to the club were recognized when she was made pre sident em-
eritis in 1930. 

Throughout Mrs. Millard's tenure of three terms on the School Board of 
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Beve rly H ill ( ince. fay 1 26 . he has b c.:n either pre :-idcnt n r clc.:d ·. I unn rr 
thi s time the bu ild ing con truct i n accom pli~hc.:d includes the E l !~ode an d 
Hor ace Ma nn chool. and the remocleling o f th<: I bwth o rne ."choo l. :\II 
school tru ctu re ha,·e been made ea r thq uake prn c f. \\.i1hclr:1w:1 l fr m the 
L os . nge le City chool . y te rn wa . neg tiatc.:d and a . cp:1 r·a te hi g-h . ch I 
sy tern fo r Benrly II ill. e. tab li~h cl. :\ uni fic.:cl system now np ra tes fr 111 

kin de rgarten throu~, h hi gh choo l. It i. notable . too . th a t the b :-ird h a 
been kept out o f politic . . 

1Ir s. tf illa rd' . ut:ta ncling- abili ty to ~ecu re I ya l . up1 o rt o f h e1· co-
wo rk er i exemplifi ed in the abo\·e re : ult s a nd th e Boarcl dese rv es un st int ecl 
pr a i e for "· ha t ha been accompl i. hc.:d. 

REV. ROBERT :-1.\ IdORR 1\:\' DO:\' .\LDSO:\'. D.D. , LLD. 

So full of goocl \\·arks, inter estin g a sso ciat ion s a nd st irrin g ance . tral 
background is the Ii fe of Robe rt l'viac?\[ o rran D onalcls on. D . D .. LLD ., that 
one scarcel y kno,\· s \\·here to commence in co1werting it int o prin t . .-\ s a be-
ginnin g, Dr. Donalcl son , pa stor of the 13e\·e rly 11 ill s Com munit y Church , 
organized the fir st church in thi s cit y, in 192 1. Se n·i ces \\·e re helcl in the aucli-
tori um at the Ha,Ythorne School until the chur ch buildin g wa s e rec ted on 
Santa Mo nica Boulevard at Rodeo. l.,"ncler D r. D ona ld so n' s dir ecti on it was. 
furnished with the present equipm ent , includin g pipe o rga n and chime s which 
were th e gifts of perso nal friends. 

A rchitecturall y, the Beve rly Hill s Co mmunity Church ecli fice ha s been 
featured in art ma gaz ines. Repre sentati\ ·es of more than twent y churches of 
va rious denominations ha ve visited it wh en planning new buildings for their 
congregations. 

A striking fea ture o f the Yuletide seaso n in Bev erl y Hills is the lighted 
Chri s.tma s trees. This cu sto m was in augur ated by Dr. Donaldson, who secured 
permission from the City Co uncil t o light th e la rge tree in the park for Com-
munit y Christmas serv ices . J\ fter four yea r s this was taken ove r by the city 
From this beginning, it is now a Christmas feature on m os t of the lavms 
of the city. 

Boy Scout work here was in stitut ed by Dr. Donaldson, and la ter turnecl 
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, . r t the rn e lubs . m111u11it) n·i e \\"a furni hed children and 
adult by th r g:111izati n fa mmunit y ino-, ,Yhi h alternate I with select-
cl 111 , ·ing pi tur s . In hi church the l\1 n' lub wa oro-anized, but ,,,as 

tu rned ,·er , ul .-cq u 11tly t I a l rnana ement. 
Dr. I 11a ld . n wa · b rn in ian. In diana. ptember 29 1860, the 

n of Re,·. \\ .il : on i\facF rri n D nalcl n an I E lizabeth Ecrbert ) Donald-
n. IIi fat h r. f c tc h h r itao-e ,·ia then rt h f Irel and wa minister for 

y a r . T in e son . a nd t\\ · o-ran I on f \ \ ii on '1. Donald on were 
P re byt e ri a 11 pr ac he rs: J hn Ba rn et t. 49 yea r , \ 1 ii on Eo-bert, 52 ) ears, 
a nd R bert l\Iac fo rran , 46 year . f hi errand on : Robert Sample, 26 
y ca 1· an I J o hn Brac ken , _Q yea r . Two other on were Pre b terian elders: 
\l exancl er I\Iorr i n. a ~ayer . 3 ·ea r ; Char le \ lrian. ra liologi t, 42 )ears. 

A ll th e aboYe ,ye1·e particip an t in erec tin o- church buil ling, a well as in 
religi o us ent erpri e. 

In the ea rl y hi tor) o f Pennsy h ania forbears have a 
pa rt. H is g reat- g reat g ra nd fat her wa killed by Indian in 1732 near Harris-
bu1·g . \I out 40 yea rs late r hi s g reat -g randfath er al o \\a s killed by Indians 
o n the fr ontier of we tern Pe nn syh ·ania, near Latrobe. 

Schools which Dr. Donald son attended include the Eldersriclge (Pa.) 
C la ss ical \caclem y; U ni ve rsit) of \ ,Vooster (Ohio); Vie tern T heological 
Seminary (Pittsburgh); and NicConnick Theological Seminar y (Chicago). 
He received hi s \. B. degree in 1885, his A .M. in 1888 and D.D. 1905 from 
Wooster; and hi s LLD ., 193 1 fr om the college of Idaho. He arrived in Cal-
ifornia December 1, 19 19. A ft er two years on the staff of Occidental College 
he came to Beverly Hills in 192 1. 

While secretary of Pr esby terian National Missions, Dr. Donaldson had 
headquarter s at Denver. The district includ ed Montana, Idaho , Utah, Wyom-
ing , Colorado, N ew Mexico, and A rizona . He was superintendent of the work 
in that region, ove1· foreign ,vork among the mines, the Spanish Americans 
and American Indians, as well as all work among the white populations. 

Dr. Donaldson gav e six years to Christian education ,on the staff at 
the University of Wooster and Occidental College. For one year he was acting 
Pre sident of \tVestminster College, Den ver. In 1893, at Bozeman, Montana, 
he instituted Education Day in the Church calendar. The next year it was 
adopted by the General Asse mbl y, and has now grown into organized religious 
work on the campu s of all colleges and universities. 

In addition to pastoral work, Dr. Donaldson lectured on music and travel · 
' 
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in churche s, college , teacher 's institutes , Chauta uqu as and relicrious confer-
ences, both east and we t. He was appointed to direct Pre sbyte ri an work 
among the \I\ orld Wa r troop s at Camp Le\\ ·is. as a member of the "F lyincr 
Squadron " that led the campaign in the mount ain tate s for the E ight eenth 
Amen dment. He made appointments fo r \ i\Tilliam J ennin gs Brya n and poke 
:with him in that campaign in Wyo ming. 

For 16 years he was on the staff of the ort h Wes t Pre sbyterian at 
Minneapol is, and for four yea rs was editor and proprietor of th e Rocky 
::\fount ain Pre sbyterian . He ha s been pastor of Presby terian churche s at 
Ha stin gs, M innesota, (1888-1892); Bozeman , font. ( 1892-1895 th en fr om 
1902-1907 ); Ur bana , Ohio (18 98-1902 ); Boise , Idaho ( 1915-1 9 19); Bev-
~rly Hill s ( 1921-1928). He erected church buildin gs or free d them from 
debt at Boseman, Ur bana, and Beverly Hill s. Secured endo\.vment for Chri st-
ian Colleges at \i\Tooster and Occidental. \!Vas secretar y of the Na tional Boa rd 
of Missions for eight yea rs, covering seven Rock y Mo untain state s, and aver-
aged mor e than 40 ,000 miles per yea r in the service as superintendent . He 
lectured on mu sic, tra vel, and religious education in colleges and seminaries , 
east and west, and on the programs of teacher s' institutes , western Chautau-
quas and W inona Lake Assembly. H e ha s toured Alaska , the Mediterranean 
countries, the Hol y Land, and European countrie s. Later tours have also been 
ma de since he became a resident of Beverly Hills. 

In 1892, at Li vingston, Montana, Dr. Donald son was united in marriage 
to Jean E. Talcott. They are the parent s of two children. Robert Talcott 
Donaldson died in 1932 as the result of an accident. Their daughter, J eannette 
E., is a graduate of Wooster, won special honors in English in gostgracluate 
work at the University of California, Berkeley. She was directoF of Religious 
Education in the Calvary Presbyterian Church of San Francisco-the largest 
church of that denomination in the Bay City. She is now private secretary 
to the Alphonzo E. Bell Corporation. 

Dr. Donald son's hobbies are varied . He is especially devoted to musical 
development in churches and communities. He was a student of Karl Merz; 
a_ memb er of the Amphion Male Quartet for four years. He organized and 
chrected the first Or atorio Chorus between Minneapolis and Portland, at 
Bozeman, Id aho . He has lectured on The Mission of Music, The Symphony 
of Life, and other musical topics. He was associated with Dr. William Chal-
nier s Covert of Philadelphia in preparing a Hand Book for the new Presby-
teri an H ymnal, giving the history of all hymns and tunes, for the instruction 
of pastors, organists, choristers and others. 

Biographical sketches of Dr. Donaldson appear in the catalogue of Mc-
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r mi ck The I o-i a l em i11a 1") Direct I") of Pre b 1terian tfini ters, History 
of i\I ntan a . a nd the Hi ton · f Ida ho. \.I o in the H i tory of the Donald son 
F amily. f which he wa j int aut h r. 

1 r. D ona ld on ,,·a a membe r of Be , er ly Hill h..i,, anis Club and Denver 
Go lf Iul. 

i\IRS. C. . CR A IG (GOL D\. M \DDE CR \IG) 

Se ld om does a per on o quickl y make her irnpre s on the cultural and 
soc ial Ii fe of a comunit y a has Golda Mad !en Craig ,, ho came to Beverly 
H ills in 1928. She wa one of the founders an I the econd president of 
the Beve rly Hill Community Player . Her deep and enthu iastic _interest 
in the development of th e Little T heatre mm ement here has resulted in an 
o rga nizati on that ha s contributed largely to the prestig e which Beverly Hills 
enjo y~. 

The Little Theatre of Be, erly Hills was organized in 1930 by Mrs. 
C rai g and a group o f dra m a enthusiasts. Mrs. Craig was imbued with the 
idea of forming an intimate theatre gro up for the purpo se of providing pro-
fessional actors , man y of whom are resident s here, the opportunity of oc-
casionally appearin g in plays for the gratification of their art and to experience 
the joy of per sonal contact with their audience. The movement has now 
expanded to include a number of young players of much promise. Under 
Mrs. Craig's chairmanship , plans for the erection of a theatre in the civic 
center to house the group 's activities is now under way. 

Burchard, Nebraska , is the birthplace of Golda Madden Craig , the 
daughter of John Henr y and Belle (Fraser) Madden . Her mother 's family 
includes sev eral distinguished Thespians, among them Harold Lloyd, favorite 
of stage and screen, and Richard Fraser, an actor. 

Golda Madden attended high school in Denver , Colorado. She then 
matriculated at the Chicago Con servatory of Drama and Music, a school of 
fine repute, and Mrs. Millward A dam's School in Chicago. Chicago was 
the locale for her first theatrical work, followed by engagements in stock 
companies in Denver. She played in New York City with William Collier. 

California lured Mrs. Craig in 1915. She was in pictures for eight years 
i"n Hollywood, playing leads with William Desmond , and appearing with 
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Pauline Fredericks , Tom Mix, Gladys Brock,, ell, Dorot hy Phillips, Ll oy<l 
Hughes and many others. 

In the early days of Hollywood Bowl , :i\Irs. Craig \\ as one of the earnest 
supporters of Ar tie Mason Carter in the "dr ive"' to put the Bow l on a firm 
foundation for the music-lovers of Southern Californi a. 

A more recent activity of this public-spirited ,,·oman is the Los Angeles 
Muc::ic School Association , which purpo ses to bring mu ic to und erprivile ged 
children of that city. She was president of the association for two years, also 
president of the Kiddie Home in Los Angeles. 

Mrs. Craig was for some time pre sident and is now a life director of the 
Velotta Club, a club for business and profe ssional women in Hollywood. 
She is also a member of the Beverly Hills \ ,\!omen 's Club. 

Mrs. Craig has evidenced a deep and genuine intere st in the cultural 
advancement of Beverly Hills and holds a high place in the esteem of its 
citizens. 

RAYMOND LEvVIS DUNHAM 

Organizer, this year, of the First Federal Savings and Loan Association 
of Beverly Hills, R. L. Dunham is the Secrtary and Manager of that sub-
stantial institution which has its offices at 9499 Santa Monica Boulevard. 
The organization accepts savings investments and re-lends them for the con-
struction and refinancing of homes, thus contributing to the stability and 
further growth of this district. 

Mr. Dunham has contributed liberally of his time and effort as chair-
man of the Library Board. He was appointed to that office to take over the 
local library from Los Angeles County. At the commencement of his chair-
manship in 1929 Beverly Hills library possessed 4000 books. It now has 
over 24,000 books. 

Cleveland, Ohio, is the birthplace of Raymond Lewis Dunham, but his 
family removed to Lincoln, Nebraska, where his father was a merchant, and 
the boy subsequently graduated from high school in that state. He is the 
son of Stephen Lewis and Sarah Kathren (Page) Dunham. Later the 
young man attended Spearfish State Normal College in South Dakota. 

Highlights of Mr. Dunham's commercial career may be noted as fol-
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l ,, . : H e \\"a cmpl ycd by the a rpent er Paper Co., in Omaha, Nebraska, 
for fo ur yea rs, th en tr a ,·ele I on the road two ) ears for Brinn & Jensen Com-
pan _). P urch a ed an ab:t ract busine in Or I Nebra ska, and also made farm 
a nd rea l c tat e loan in the Yicinit). During the fi, e ) ears he ,ws in that 
bu sine · he loan ed one and a half million dollars . Purchased , next , the con-
trollin g int e res t in th e Fa rm ers State Bank at North Loup , l ebraska, and was 
it s vicc-pr es i lent until \pril 1924, when he came we t and located in Santa 
B a rb a ra. \ as Yice-pre ident and tru st officer of the Central Trust and 

a vings Bank o f anta Barbar a . 1924-26 . Vice-pre sident of the Security 
Title In ur ance and Guarant ee Compan) , in charge of financing and new bus-
iness, 1926 to \u g . 1929 . ice-pr e ident of National Title Insurance Co., of 
L os \n ge lcs, 1930 . Became assi tant to the president of the Jonathan Club, 
1931. Land Bank , pprai ser for the Federal Land Bank 1933-34. He then 
or ganized the Be, erl y Hill s instituti on of which he is now the guiding head. 

r\pp ointi ve and political po ition s held during the course of Mr. Dun-
ham' s career include: ssitant Po stma ster , Deadwood , South Dakota; City 
Co uncilm an both of No rth Loup and Orel, Nebraska; and Secretary of the 
Chamber of Commerce o f the latter town. 

L ocally, Mr. Dunham is identified with the Community Presbyterian 
Church, Beverly Hill s Men 's Club, Kiwanis Club, and Al falaikah Shrine. 
He maintains member ship s in Blue Lod ge No. 103 of Ord , Iebraska, and in 
the York Rite and Commandery , Santa Barbara. 

In 1914 Mr. Dunham was united in marriage at North Loup to Dora 
M . Johnson, of that place. They are the parents of two children: Lewis 
Edward and Dorothy Elizabeth. Their home has been at 451 Beverwil 
Drive since 1927. 

Golf is l\!Ir . Dunham's favorite recreation. 

ROB V\T AGNER 

Rob \i\Tagner is editor and publisher of the semi-humorous weekly known 
as Script, is a native of Detroit, Michigan and ·was born August 2, 1872. 
His father was Robert \i\Tagner and his mother Mary Leicester Hornbrook 
Wagner. His father 's family came to America before the American Revolu-
tion, and many professional people were among his forebears. 

Rob Wagner received his college education at the University of Michigan 
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and subsequestly atten ded J ulian Acaclem) and cadem ic Delaclu. e, Par i , 
France. For some years he , ·as an illu str ato r on the Det ro it Free P re , later 
with the Criterion in _ ew Yo rk and ultim a tely was employed by the E ncyc l -
pedia Brittannica , in Lon don, England. 

Mr. Wagner came to Californi a in 1904 and engaged a~ a po r tra it paint-
er for a time. He subsequentl y tau ght in the fa nu a l \ rt H io-h Sc hoo l cove1·-
ing the subject s of art , Greek history and w re tling. In 191-+ he began writ-
ing for the Saturda y Evening Po t and has con tr ibuted a1·ticles to nati onal 
magazine s ever since. He has served in the story clepa1·tment of the Paramount 
Studios and ha s also directed Will Rogers in a ser ie of comedie s. 

In 1927 the publication of Script was established at Be,·e rl y Hill. . l\fr. 
Wagner expected it to last only a few month s but it ha s been incr eas in g in 
popularit y continuou sly and bid s fair to become one of the imp o 1·tant nati onal 
weeklies of the country. 

During the Spani sh American War, M r. Wagner se r ved in the Seventh 
Regiment of the ew York ational Guard. He has won a number of 
medals for portraiture at World 's Fairs and when a yo ung man he was a ward-
ed many honors for wrestling. 

He has served as president of the Writer's Club of Hollywood and is 
a member of the Sigma Phi college fraternity. 

In 1903 Mr. Wagner married Jessie Miller Broadhead. She lived only 
three years leaving tv,,o boys: Thornton and Le ster. In 1912 he man-ied 
Florence Welsh, who is now business manager of Script. 

Mr. Wagner states that he finds his chief recreation in bicycling and ditch 
digging. 

SILSBY M. SPALDING* 

B Silsby M. Spalding, appointed President of the Board of Trustees of 
b everly Hills November 24, 1919, served as such until April 17, 1922, when 
hy act ~f the State Legislature the office was designated as "mayor," and he 

eld this position until July 23, 1929. 

Under Mr. Spalding's administration the principal development of Bev-
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er ly Hill took place. The city had lain more or less dormant until the termi-
nation of the \ 1 orld i\f ar, when a lar ge influx of population began, a build-
ing boom tarted, and the community took rapid st rides forward. 

The city government under Spalding 's leader ship }<ept pace with this 
renewed acti , ity. It was during this period that annexation to Los Angeles 
wa s killed , and the city 's own water system developed. Street paving was 
clone, se\\ erage and storm drains ,vere installed , lighting fixtures erected, and 
othe r essent ial municipal impro vements were completed. 

]th ough Mr. Spalding now spends much of his time in travel and at 
hi s home in Santa Barbara, he st ill maintains his large estate on Laurel 'vV,ay 
in Beverly Hills and has numerou s. other interests in the city. 

* Due to Mr. Spalding's abse nce from California, it was impo ssible to obtain tile 
per so nal data for hi s biography. 

V 
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Due to the fact that the portrait plates in t/i£s 
work were printed on distinctive paper and inserted 
after printing of the text, they are not given page 
numbers. So there are actually thirty -four niore 
pages in the boolz than the page nwnbers indicate. 


