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This Bulletin provides a summary of Senate Bill (SB) 439, which amended Welfare and
Institutions Code sections 601 and 602, and added section 602. The purpose of this bill is to
protect youth under the age of 12 from the negative impacts of formal involvement with the
justice system through alternative youth-oriented services. The intent of the law is to protect
young children from the harms and adverse consequences ofjustice system involvement and
encourage more effective interventions, if appropriate, to improve both children’s well-being
and public safety. The change in law aligns California with the United Nations Convention
on the Rights of the Child and the recommendations of the American Academy ofPediatrics,
the American Bar Association, and the National Academy of Sciences.

On September 30, 2018, Governor Jerry Brown signed into law Senate Bill 439 to establish
a minimum age of 12 years old for prosecuting youth in juvenile court in California, except
in the most serious cases of murder and forcible rape. The amendments to sections 601 and
602, effective January 1, 2019, establish age 12 as the minimum age whereby a juvenile
court may exercise jurisdiction over a juvenile, except when a youth under the age of 12 has
been alleged to have committed murder or rape, sodomy, oral copulation, or sexual
penetration byforce, violence, or threat ofgreat bodily harm.

Section 602.1, effective January 1, 2020, directs counties to create alternative services for
youth under the age of 12 who would otherwise be subject to the jurisdiction ofjuvenile
court, and directs counties to release youth under the age of 12 whose behavior brings them
into contact with law enforcement to their parent, guardian, caregiver, or other county-
established alternative program.

This Bulletin does not create or confer any rights for or on any person or entity, nor does it
impose any requirements beyond those required under applicable law and regulations.
Please see the attached document for the DOJ bulletin.
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